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wuMI OP ACTI(IJI Diii Oii tll ll>IILIZAUOll or 'ID 
D.'l'IOIAI. GUARD roa OPllirtcm "RAPID IOAD" 

IY 108TR Alll>UD CAVAUY UODlll'I 

At approxillately 0230 laour•• 30 lept•ber 1962. Lt ColOHl 
ar.tn informed Lt Colaael lt•bb•, laecutlve Officer, 108th Armor .. 
Ca~alry, that the eatir• Jli••l••ippl latloaal Guard had been mobllis•d. 
'l'be lqiaental C( .... r and lquadrOR CJ2 a4era wre aotified 1-edi· 
atel1 to aaa-.ble their unit• at llOlla ltatlon• •• •oon •• po•alble. 
'Ihle vaa accompliabed. At appr•lllatelJ 0500 hour•, 30 lepta.bu 1962, 
Colonel .. rtin, ... .._tat C ander, recelv .. a t•lephone call fraa 
Colonel luah la Jackaon aotifJla& Ilia that be had been appotatecl troop 
Ca: aoder of llia•l•alppi Troop•. further. daat he (Col••l hah) would 
arrive in Tupelo at .,,roxtutel1 1100 few a confer••· At thi1 con­
ference Colonel Marti• wa• aotlfte4 that General l:UU.aa•lea, we •• 
in c...anfl of Operatloa lapid load, vented a ... ttaa of th• ~utq 
Officer• of the lit ead 2nd lattle Group•, 155tll lnfatq and of th• 
108th Arllore4 Cavalry ... 1-nt at 1400 hou• at IUllf.aaton .. val Air 
ltation. 'Dali w1 aeCQllfliabe•. Approx1-tel1 thr• ltaff Offlcar• 
accompaai•d each c._a•der. Dud.q thi1 entire parto4 all unlta wre 
preparing for IJllJ llOY41119Dt or aattoa. 

Colonel Hart:la wae iaforM• at the aeettaa with Gmleral IUU.qalea 
tut th• loath Anlorecl C.Valry •d th• let ad 2ud Battle Groupe. 155th 
Infantry, would 1te u..t in the Osfor• area. Unit• wuld prepare for 
aov• to the O&for• area on 1 October 1962. 'l'h• lOlth Ar8ore4 cavalry 
•• to c101• 1ato a t.lvouac; area uar Oaford b)' 1100 llour1, 1 October 
1962. Colonel Hartt• retuna•• from llilliqt• at approdmatel7 1880 
houra. Uaita wre notified of tbta cont..,lated aove -.d to •b pra­
paratlona for thi• .ova. 

At approaiaatel1 2000 boer1. 30 lept .. ber 1962, 0...ral lilltn111 .. 
notified ColOD•l Kartta by talepb•• that 251. of the per110D11•l of the 
Ca nd c:oul• ate held at the armory and the rwlntna could 10 hw for 
tile nipt and retun to the armory 1ty 0500 llour1, 1 October 1962. 1'hi• 
iafol"llAtioa wa1 di•••laated to all troopa. 

At 2100 hoara General IUliaaal• rnoked the lUY•• of peraonnal 
and iaaue4 erdera for the lOlth Anaored Crlal~ to .oYe to the cmmpua 
of Ola IU.aa i-atately. Troop I, l08th Ar.or .. Cnalry, Oxfordt •• 
or•er•d to th• e91pua • h'eli4eattal Order at appr•imataly 2200 houra. 
Troop O, Pontotoc, ad llowiuar lat;t•rJ 2nd bceanai•uaee 1..-uoa, 
108tb Armored C.Yalry, water Vall.,., wr• or'8re4l to aove 1-41ately 
to th• caapua to relieve prea•r• aa the I.7eeum luildiq. All other 
108th Armor•d cavalry Unit1 except Troop D, Troop B and Troop IC wr• 
ordered to move to tbe araor7 at Osford. Unlt• accampUehed thla llia1ton 
at appros111ately 0200, 1 October 1962. ec-antt.ra of lat and 3r• le· 
ccnmai•e.mce lquadroa•, 108th Arllored cavalry, were briefed on tile 
al•1lon and deputed with th•S.r lquadron1 at approaiaatelJ 0300 bo.ara. 



!be alaaion ...... wa to .ove to tb• Lycewa lul141aa. report to 
Geaeral 111U.na•lu, an• clear tile UllfU• of all rioter•. '!Illa •• to 
be a coor4taatM effort of Mtb .._..... 'Dai• aia•l• vaa acc:c.­
pllaed at approat.atel7 0430. Colaael lt.rtia wa tla• &i'Na th• 
ataaioa. of aecud.111 the cmpu. !Ile l•t lattle Gr•Pt 155th lllfantry 
waa attached; 50Jth IU.U.tary Pollce lattalloa (.._lar Anq Uat.t) 
attached; campu• .. curu aacl aector •••i.an ate ... b7 0900 houra, 
1 October 1962. 

1 .. tncler of l OctoMr ..-c ln clun up of .,ottecl realatuce 
in the City of O.ford mMl prepartaa bivouac areaa for all peraonael in 
the viclait)' of the O.ford a1'110r)'. S-. _.u at.ti ued to aaalat tn 
road block operattoa. 

0. 2 Oet•MI' 1962, 108th Anore4 Cavalry recetv .. ordR• t• 110Ye 

to a ltivouac area two all•• lotatla . of Oafor4 on Bipw7 7 • !be 108tla 
.. , ralleYed of ca.pua reaponal~tlitJ at 1&00 houra, Z Octet.el' 1962. 
Tratatna of troop• ill Uot Coatrol .U .. u.eopter-'bon• 11n--t• •• 
i.DltiatN. A campUJ •l•• UDlt •• .. tataiucl oe 24 hour alert for the 
r-inder of the time up until aH.t 28 October 1t62. 

'lb• lOltla Armol"M Cavalry ........ uapua r...-at.btU.tJ ap1a on 
or about 10 Octolter 1912. 'ftl• 2ad bcama.ai•Anoe a.aauoe (•) we 
.,... to the cm,u• to ••-- tile .. '9at1••· ho llllltar, Police CM· 
peal•• attad\H to aaaiat ta., thaaa dutl••· 

All mit• of 10&th ~d Cavalr7 wre releaa_. fr• duti•• and 
allawd to mcwa to 11 ... 1tatl•a an or abotat ZO Octo'n 1962. Onita 
r ... iaed on Active Dut7 uatll appraxillatel7 23 October 1962 when unite 
returaai to control of ltate A•Jutaat C:.Oeral. 

Detaa aa• tS..1 are approxt.at• but rea .... ~lJ accurate. 

YAll T. ITUlll 
1.t Col Arller Ilia• ADO 
locative Officer. lOlth Al'IMI Cav 
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