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APPENDIX A
Establishing Helipads
1. General. Where feasible and practical and upon final approval of the Adjutant General, helipads will be established at each Mississippi National Guard Amory. Local municipal airports may be utilized when the conditions preclude establishment of a helipad.
2. GUIDELINES FOR SELECTION OF HELIPADS.
        a. Location. The site selected for a helipad should be as near as possible to the armory. The utilization of privately owned land will require negotiation of a Special Use Permit, to be completed IAW MSARNG Reg. 200-1. These permits will be forwarded through the State Aviation Officer to NGMS-FMO-E with the appropriate ARNG Environmental Checklist, completed IAW MSARNG Reg. 200-1.
                (1) Approach and departure paths leading to and from the helipad should by over terrain which affords emergency landing areas.
                (2) Avoid selecting areas that require approaches or departures over residential developments, playgrounds, schools, hospitals, business districts, or other highly populated areas.
        b. Size. The helipad landing and takeoff area should be relatively level and dry, firm ground with good sod, if not paved.  The area must be a minimum of __feet in length and minimum of ___feet wide.
        c. Obstructions. Power lines, towers, building and/or other obstructions must be not more than 50 feet in height if within 400 feet from the center of the helipad touchdown area on the approach and departure paths.
        d. An area 125 feet wide by 125 feet in length for OH-58, UH-1, UH-60 aircraft and 300 feet by 300 feet for CH-47D aircraft (300' X 300' is standard VFR size) should be selected.
        e. Reports. Once a tentative helipad has been selected, the Commander or his designee will contact the AASF located in the unit area and will furnish the following information:
                (1) Size and area selected for helipad.
                (2) Distance and direction (Magnetic) of site from the center of town.
                (3) Location, height, distance, and direction from site of any obstructions.
                (4) Ownership of land on which helipad is to be located.
                 (5) Elevation of the site in feet above mean sea level.
                 (6) Prepare a sketch depicting (1),(2),(3), and (5) above.
        f. Procedures.
                (1) The AASF supervisor or his representative will make a visual inspection of the proposed site.  At such time, recommendations will be made to insure the helipad conforms to minimum safety requirements and is uniformly marked.
                (2) Units will prepare a request to include a final diagram and forward through the supporting AASF to include the Military Department, ATTN: JFH-MS-AR-AVN for final designation as an ARNG helipad or landing area.
                (3) A current listing of approved helipads with frequent updating will be published by JFH-MS-AR-AVN.  Listing will be maintained at each AASF and AVCRAD.
3. HELIPAD INSPECTIONS.
        a. Helipad inspections will be conducted semi-annually during the April-June and October-December quarters by the AASF as indicated in the Helipad Support Area. Facility supervisors will temporarily close helipads failing to comply with safety standards until such time as operational hazards can be eliminated.  This closure action will be coordinated with the unit. Reports of inspection will be kept on file and one copy forwarded to the State Aviation Officer.  Each AASF will make distribution to the SAAO/AASF/AVCRAD. 
        b. Unit personnel will immediately notify AASF concerned or Mississippi Military Department, ATTN: JFH-MS-AR-AVN when any condition affecting the conduct of safe flight operations at their helipad exists.
