
By SGT. BELYNDA FAULKNER
177th Armored Brigade Public Affairs

From his first hunting trip to his
first football game, Sgt. Darren
Burdine’s father has always been
there to support him. As he prepares
for his first deployment, there is no
exception. Darren and his father
Chief Warrant Officer Clifford
Burdine will deploy together with
the 116th Cavalry Brigade Combat
Team, Idaho National Guard, to Iraq
in support of Operation New Dawn.

Darren and his older brother
Michael grew up in Caldwell, a
small town in western Idaho. To the
Burdine’s, Family is everything, and
Candie, their mother, is the glue that
keeps them all together. 

“I love my mom; she is every-
thing,” Darren said. “My brother and

I were there when dad deployed last
time, we kept her busy.  Now I worry
about her; we have Family back
home to look after her, but I am a
momma’s boy.”

Clifford and his wife Candie have
different views on parenting. 

“Our boys raised us, well, we have
learned so much from them,”
Clifford said.  “We couldn’t have
asked for better.”

Clifford said the boys were taught
at an early age when they do some-
thing, they need to give it all they
have and never quit.

“I remember once I wanted to quit
my basketball team,” Darren said.
“My mom said no. She said ‘you
made a commitment to your team
and they depend on you.’ It turned
out to be a pretty good season.”

Darren said that during his junior
year of high school he told his par-
ents that he wanted to join the mili-
tary, but they told him they wanted
him to think about it for a year

before they would sign the enlist-
ment papers for him.

“One year almost to the day. It was
Dec. 16 of my senior year. I went
back and told them that I still want-
ed to join,” Darren explained. “I had
researched a lot of military jobs; I
wanted to be a scout.” 

Darren’s mom and dad went to the
recruiter and signed the enlistment
papers for him.

Strong tradition
Clifford Burdine enlisted in the

Army in 1969 as a private. He
climbed the ranks to master sergeant
before deciding to become a warrant
officer and is happy with the deci-
sion he made to cross over to war-
rant. 

“I love being a warrant,” said
Clifford. “I offer guidance to offi-
cers, but I still get to assist the
Soldiers; it’s the best of both
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Hey, Soldier:

Did you 
Know?

North Gate closure
Please note, the North Gate

will be closed Dec. 25 and 26.

Bus transportation
Hub City Transit buses run

from 6 am until 6:30pm
Monday through Friday,
except on the following holi-
days: New Year’s Day, Fourth
of July, Labor Day,
Thanksgiving, and Christmas,
and HCT will give advance
notice of the days the system
will be shut down. For more
information call – 601-545-
6326.

A Family tradition

Sgt. Belynda Faulkner/177th Public Affairs
SERVING TOGETHER... Sgt. Darren Burdine and his father CW4 Clifford Burdine will deploy together with the 116th Cavalry
Brigade Combat Team, Idaho National Guard, to Iraq in support of Operation New Dawn. The 116th has been training at Camp
Shelby, since late July and will deploy about mid November.

By SGT. KENNETH HATTEN
Joint Sustainment 

Command Public Affairs

KANDAHAR AIR
FIELD, Afghanistan -
Soldiers of Joint
Sustainment Command in
Afghanistan received care
packages from a variety of
civic, charitable and church
organizations, just in time
for the holidays.

“There is a lot of support
for the troops out there,”
said Capt. Gary Crist,
Headquarters and
Headquarters Company
commander, “whether the
individual Soldier is signing
up on his/her own with sup-
port websites and the like,
or if it’s a church group or
other organization reaching
out to the Soldiers.” 

There are a number of
websites that send care
packages to troops overseas,
as well as church groups
and civic organizations that
conduct care package
drives, and they are espe-
cially active during the holi-
day season.

“We have a very diverse
unit that has a lot of connec-
tions throughout the state of
Mississippi and the rest of
the country,” said Crist,
“and they have been in con-
tact with the local Veterans
of Foreign Wars, churches,
school districts and even
some individual school
classes to coordinate care
package drives for the
Soldiers over here.”

Many members of the
unit are also members of the
groups that are supporting

Soldiers
receive
packages
from home

See SOLDIERS, Page 3See FAMILY, Page 3

By SGT. BELYNDA FAULKNER
177th Armored Brigade Public Affairs

The 177th Armored Brigade, the Camp Shelby
Medical Task Force and Camp Shelby Joint Forces
Training Center installation, are conducting demobi-
lization operations for the returning 256th Infantry
Brigade Combat Team, Louisiana National Guard,
beginning Dec. 1. 

This joint effort, directed by First Army Division
East, will ensure every Soldier returning home is given
individual care during the demobilization process. This
process provides information on veteran affairs bene-
fits, legal assistance and TRICARE allowances with
special emphasis placed on any medical and or behav-
ioral health issues that the Soldiers may face.

Every demobilization process is tailored to meet the
unit’s specific requirements and gives special consider-
ation to the unit’s overseas mission. The purpose here
is not just to manage the numbers of Soldiers that will
be going through the demobilization process, but to

Demobilization efforts
focus on Soldier care

See 177TH, Page 2

Sgt. Belynda Faulkner/177th Public Affairs
CHRISTMAS MOVIES.. Soldiers from the 256th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, Louisiana National
Guard watch Christmas movies as they wait to be seen by a dental provider. The 177th Armored Brigade
along with support from the Medical Task Force and Camp Shelby Joint Forces Training Center is con-
ducting demobilization operations for the returning 256th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, Louisiana
National Guard, beginning Dec. 1. The 177th is dedicated to ensuring that each individual Soldier return-
ing is receiving the care they are entitled to.

Father and son set to
deploy with the 166th

Another closure
The Educational Office will

be closed Dec. 20-24.

Religious services
Religious services will be

the same for the holiday season
with the exception of Catholic
Mass on Dec. 25 and Jan. 1, it
will be cancelled but will reas-
sume Dec. 26  and Jan. 2.

Zumba resumes
Zumba will be returning to

the Camp Shelby Fitness
Center on Jan. 6. The schedule
will change drastically-- the
classes will be available on
Mondays and Thursdays from
4:30-5:15. Zumba is a free fit-
ness option available to I.D.
card holders and is not spon-
sored or endorsed by CSJFTC

New exhibits
The Mississippi Armed

Forces Museum is constantly
updating their artifacts and
exhibits.   

Admission to the museum is
always FREE.  Museum hours
of operation are Tuesday –
Saturday 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
For more information call
(601) 558-2757 or visit
www.armedforcesmuseum.us

Casualty Assistance
Casualty Assistance Training

19-20 January 2011 @ 0800-
1600 both days at Camp
Shelby, Bld. 1001 Lee Ave.,
Room 226-227. Mandatory for
all Mississippi National Guard
E-7's and above if you have not
taken the initial classroom
training. All attached soldiers
and units are welcome to
attend.

Happy holidays
On behalf of the staff of

Reveille and the Camp Shelby
Public Affairs office, we’d like
to wish you and your Families,
a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

Here’s to a tremendous 2011
for all.



ensure that each Soldier’s
needs are met. 

According to the Army’s
Health Promotion, Risk
Reduction, Suicide
Prevention report in 2010
the number of suicides and
attempted suicides were at a
record high during fiscal
year 2009. In the report
General Peter W. Chiarelli,
vice chief of staff of the U.S.
Army, called the numbers of
suicides tragic.

“These are not just statis-
tics; they are our Soldiers.
They are Soldiers who may
be stressed, feel isolated,
become dependent on drugs
or just need more time to
recover.”

Chiarelli added that the
military is seeing an
increase in the numbers of
Soldiers seeking behavioral
health care, which is a clear
indication that the effort to
emphasize behavioral health
is working. 

“They are working
because Soldiers recognize
the importance of individual
help-seeking behavior and
commanders realize the
importance of intervention,”
he said.

With this in mind the
177th is ensuring that each
returning individual Soldier
is receiving the care they are
entitled to. 

“We recognize and appre-
ciate the sacrifice’s these
Soldiers have made,” said
Sgt. 1st Class Scott Gunther,
non commissioned officer in
charge of patient services,
Medical Task Force Camp
Shelby Miss. “We follow up
on every Soldier, we stay in
touch with their command to
ensure that any issues they
have are being addressed
and they receive the care
they need. We don’t just
check the block.”

Amanda Vibelius has
been a civilian member of
the medical task force at
Camp Shelby for almost six
years.

“I love working here; I am
honored to be working with
such great men and
women,” said Vibelius.

“These Soldiers go overseas
and they deal with so much.
When they come back they
remember me, and they tell
me they appreciate what I
do…it’s just humbling.”

The Medical Task Force
at Camp Shelby is able to
assist 350 to 400 Soldiers
per day. This tremendous
effort by the Soldiers and
civilians is impressive by
any standard, and appreciat-
ed by returning Soldiers. 

“I appreciate how hard
they work,” said Spc.
Christopher Pinder, light
wheel vehicle mechanic,
256th IBCT, from West
Monroe, La. “It takes
patience because demobi-
lization is a slow process. I
really feel that the medical
care providers are paying
attention to everyone.” 

Pinder went on to say that
it is important to be honest
with the providers for the
system to work the right
way. 

“I mean I just got back
and I am going to be home
with my Family in time for
Christmas,” Pinder said
while smiling.

Col. William Prior,
Commander 177th Armored
Brigade has taken the return
and the demobilization of
the 256th IBCT so close to
the holidays into considera-
tion. 

“The 177th Armored
Brigade and Camp Shelby
will assist them in complet-

ing their mobilization by
conducting demobilization
operations to standard while
ensuring that Soldiers can
enjoy the Christmas holi-
day,” said Prior. “We will do
that by granting a four day
pass to those individuals
who are not complete with
demobilization by Dec. 23.”

Prior added that if
Soldiers choose not to go
home during that time the
dining facility will be serve-
ing  a traditional Christmas
meal. 

He also encouraged them
to take part in holiday activ-
ities in the Hattiesburg area. 

“In the end we will take
care of these Soldiers by
conducting quality demobi-
lization activities that are
focused on individual
Soldier care and simultane-
ously allowing them to have
a memorable Christmas.”  

The 177th Armored
Brigade trains, coaches and
mentors Soldiers, Airmen
and Sailors in support of our
nation’s Overseas Contin-
gency Operations. 

The majority of the work
at the 177th is with mobi-
lized Army reserve compo-
nent forces, although they
also train active forces. 

The brigade is stationed at
Camp Shelby Joint Forces
Training Center at Camp
Shelby, which is the largest
and most active mobiliza-
tion training center in the
U.S. Army.
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Col. Steve Parham

C
hristmas is one of my
favorite times of the year.  I
enjoy the Christmas lights

on every corner, Holiday movies
on every channel, the hustle and
bustle, Christmas carols on the
radio for the drive to work, but
most of all I enjoy the time spent
with Family and friends.  

But let’s not forget the true
meaning of Christmas and that is
the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Cherish the ones you love and

the valuable friendships you have
made in your community and at
Camp Shelby Joint Forces Training
Center.  

Take this time to say ‘Thank
You’ to the ones you love and
remember our comrades in uniform
who are spending this Christmas
fighting in support of Overseas
Contingency Operations.  

Their sacrifices ensure our free-
dom for tomorrow.

The pace at CSJFTC has relaxed

for just a moment, so take this time
to recharge your batteries and be
prepared to welcome the incoming
units that will be mobilizing during
the spring months.  

It is always time to talk about
safety.  

Ensure that your team is com-
pleting their vehicle inspections
prior to the holiday weekend and
make sure that you as leaders give
a safety briefing to all of your per-
sonnel.  

The roads are dangerous during
the holiday season.  Take extra pre-
cautions on the road by wearing
your seatbelt, staying off of the cell
phone and allowing yourself plenty

of time to make it to your destina-
tions without speeding.  

Make sure you unplug your
Christmas lights at night and never
leave a candle burning in a room
alone.

Christmas time is a joyous time
of the year and we must ensure that
each member of this team stays
safe and alert during the holiday
festivities.  Accidents can be pre-
vented. 

Thank you, team for your hard
work and dedication to the
CSJFTC mission. God bless you,
your Families and the United
States of America. Have a very
Merry Christmas. 

Merry Christmas!

177TH
Continued from Page 1

Sgt. Belynda Faulkner/177th Public Affairs
DEMOBILIZING... Soldiers from the 256th Infantry Brigade Combat
Team, Louisiana National Guard finish their demobilization paper-
work at Camp Shelby Joint Forces Training Center.
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worlds.”
Darren has been asked several

times if he intends to follow in his
father’s footsteps and become a
warrant officer.

“I get that question a lot,”
Darren said. “You know I just
haven’t made up my mind yet. I
love being a scout, and being out
there with my team. Right now I
just don’t want to change that.”

Darren explained that going
into a unit where your dad has a
great reputation doesn’t mean you
get to be a slacker. 

“My dad told me that he put our
name in the unit, but I still had to
earn everything, nothing would be
handed to me. He has earned
respect, I would have to also.”

Clifford expressed how proud
of his son, he and his wife Candie
are.

“I call my wife sometimes just
to tell her I was watching our son
today being a Soldier, she is so

proud,” said Clifford. “I have
watched him grow up and become
a man, a Soldier and now a non-
commissioned officer; and a
leader. At the age of 22, my son is
about to be a combat veteran,
that’s just amazing to me.” 

Leadership
Darren believes that playing

sports and being the captain of his
team has helped him to be a better
noncommissioned officer.

“Being a team captain blends in
with being an NCO; its being a

leader. There is a lot more riding
on the decisions you make, so you
learn different tactics but it’s still
about leadership skills.”  

Darren said that it was on the
counter improvised explosive
device lane at Camp Shelby
where he saw all of the training
and hard work pay off for his
team.

“Everyone always says to train
like you fight, I know we have
trained hard, but on the C-IED
lane, my team reacted. They did-
n’t question what they should do

they just did it. It was great to see
all of the hard work pay off.”

The 116th has been training for
the fight at Camp Shelby, since
late July.

Clifford understands better than
most what it means to deploy, and
believes that his son Darren and
the 116th are prepared to go into
harm’s way.  

“We have trained so hard, now
we get to use what we have
learned. Get a chance to serve
your country, to be a Soldier,”
said Darren.

FAMILY
Continued from Page 1

the troops, said Crist.
“Temple Baptist Church in

Hattiesburg has its Military
Ministry Team that started
year-round operations about
three years ago in support of
military Family members and
deployed Soldiers,” said Crist,
“and we have three church
members in JSC-A who saw
the deployment as a little extra
incentive to make sure that
everyone in the unit was able
to get care packages and sup-
port from back home.”

Other groups from Miss.
that have contributed to JSC-A
include: Jones County
Cattlemen’s Association,
Gilbert’s Home Health and
Hospice (Flowood), First
Church of God (Laurel) Hinds
County Beef Association,
Laurel Gymnastics and Cheer,
Petal-Harvey Baptist Church,
Jones County Schools, Jones
County Economic
Development Authority, Petal
Primary School, Oak Park
Elementary School (Laurel),
Wayne County Schools, Park
Place Christian Academy
(Brandon), Rosedale
Missionary Baptist Church,
Benton Academy, American
Red Cross Youth (Laurel),
Byram Middle School, Bay
Springs Community Center
Missionary Baptist Church,
Cub Scout Pack 329
(Brandon), Co-Lin Community
College Nursing Students,
VFW Post 3036 (Hattiesburg),
Methodist Rehab (Jackson).

Outside of the state of Miss.
JSC-A soldiers received sup-
port from Jefferson State
Community College
(Birmingham, Ala.), Frito Lay
(Sterling Heights, Mich.), City
of Council Bluffs, Iowa,
Fellowship Square (Mesa,
Ariz.), Bartlett Woods Church
of Christ (Arlington, Tenn.),
4H Club Just Horsing Around
(Earlton, N.Y.), Cairo
Chamber of Commerce (Cairo,
N.Y.), American Legion #983
(South Cairo, N.Y.), East
Valley Military Support Group
(Chandler, Ariz.), Royal Oak
Farm (Harvard, Ill.),
Herobox.org, AnySoldier.com,
OpGratitude. com,
BooksForSoldiers.com,
AdoptausSoldier.org, and
many other organizations.

“The level of support is
highly visible when you look
at our postal operations,” said
Crist. “There is no other unit
on Kandahar Air Field that
gets more mail than JSC-A,
and it’s really nice to know
that there are so many folks
back home supporting what we
do.”

Joint Sustainment
Command- Afghanistan is
comprised of Soldiers from the
184th Expeditionary
Sustainment Command, a
Mississippi Army National
Guard unit that deployed to
Afghanistan in early October.

SOLDIERS
Continued from Page 1

By STAFF SGT.
JACKQULINE MOORE

Camp Shelby Public Affairs

The Mississippi Armed Forces
Museum is known for its out-
standing military history and
displays, but not only does the
museum have displays to inform
and teach the community about
military history, they also have

semi-annual war game
events.

The museum puts on this
event to educate young leaders
of the community on the major
wars fought in this country and
the outcome of each one.

On Dec. 6, the museum had a
reenactment of the Battle at
Wake Island. They had eight of
the Mississippi Youth Challenge
Cadets to participate in the
event.  

“The main purpose of the war
games are to expose students to
history of what happened during
those wars and to see if they

can come up with a better
strategy,” said Glen

Husted, The Excecutive Arm’s
Conservator.

Dec 6 was the 69th anniver-
sary of the Wake Island Battle. 

The museum tries to schedule
the games around the time that
the wars actually took place. 

Husted said this was the first
time that they had done a
Marine reenactment because
they normally do an Army reen-
actment. 

“We do these war games to
honor the people who were
actually there,” he explained.

In the past, students from Oak
Grove, as well as people from

the Hattiesburg community,
have participated in the

event. 
After the cadets

completed their battle here at
Camp Shelby, they went on to
compete at the National World
War II Museum in New Orleans.

After the cadets completed
both battles, the outcome of the
battle here at Camp Shelby was
different from the outcome of
the war games event in New
Orleans. The Marines won the
battle at Camp Shelby but the
Japanese won the battle in New
Orleans. 

The four Cadets that partici-
pated in the war game event in
New Orleans were chosen by
essays they wrote on the Battle
at Wake Island.

The museum is scheduled to
have another war game event in
May or June 2011. 

W
ar

 g
am

es

Marines ‘win’ in semi annual event hosted by Armed Forces Museum
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By SGT. MICHAEL WILLIAMS
Camp Shelby Public Affairs

That old saying, ‘What
you start, you must finish’.
Chief Warrant Officer 4
Vaughn Martin is living up to
that saying.

After serving over 43
years of dedicated service,
Martin is exchanging his
fatigues for civilian clothes.

A retirement ceremony
was held for Martin Dec. 17
at Camp Shelby’s headquar-
ters with a crowd of fellow
Soldiers and Family.

“I kind of wondered if I
was in the right room and if
you all were talking about
the right person,” jokingly
said Martin. 

On Oct. 22, 1966, Martin
joined the Mississippi
National Guard where he
served as an enlisted Soldier
for a period of 26 dedicated
years. Over the long haul, he
performed many different
responsibilities to include
those of a general mechanic
to that of a maintenance
supervisor.

In August 1992, he was
commissioned into the ord-
nance field following gradu-
ation from Warrant Officer
Entrance Course at Fort

McCoy, Wis. Upon receiving
his commission, Martin rap-
idly excelled in achieving
promotion standards and
moved forward to accept
more responsibility to aid in
mission accomplishment for
the United States Army.

“I appreciate everyone
here that came out for my
retirement and everyone in
the Mississippi National
Guard,” said Martin.

Martin worked with Camp
Shelby’s Directorate of
Logistic where he led as an
ammunition technician and
ammunition supply section
supervisor with Camp
Shelby’s Range Control.
During his tenure, Martin
proved instrumental in the
daily duties of ammunition
supply and quality assurance
procedures with invaluable
expertise.

Martin was awarded the
Mississippi Magnolia Cross
and the Mississippi
Longevity Medal during the
retirement along with other
personal gifts presented by
Soldiers in the Range
Control section.

Martin and his wife, Cindy
King, currently reside in
Petal and they have five chil-
dren and eight grandchildren.

Sgt. Michael Williams/Camp Shelby Public Affairs
FOND FAREWELL... Chief Warrant Officer Vaughn Martin, right,
and his wife Capt. Cindy King cut the retirement cake during a retire-
ment ceremony Dec. 16.

Petal’s Martin retires
after serving 43 years

Photo courtesy of the Parham family
THE BUCK THAT ALMOST GOT AWAY... What a dream chance for
a young sportsman to score an impressive trophy during hunting
season. Matthew Parham killed this eight point buck in Issaquena
County during the 2010 hunting season. It weighed in at 230
pounds. Matthew is the son of Col. Steve Parham, commander of
Camp Shelby Joint Forces Training Center (and one proud father).
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Open
house
Soldiers and government work-
ers of Camp Shelby Joint Forces
Training Center engage in fellow-
ship and food Dec. 17, during the
annual White House “Open
House” hosted by Maj. Gen.
William Freeman, the Mississippi
Adjutant General (pictured
below, right). Pictured at right is
First Sgt. Stanley Mitchell, Camp
Shelby Individual Replacement
and Medical Transition Battalion
senior enlisted advisor. At bot-
tom is Lt. Col. Tim Damico,
Camp Shelby’s deputy com-
mander of mobilization talking-
with civilian workers.

Photos by Sgt. Michael Williams
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The following worship opportunities are
available through Camp Shelby Joint
Forces Training Center.

ON POST
General Protestant
Sunday, 9 a.m., Greer Chapel
Sunday, 9 a.m., Greer Chapel
Sunday, 12:30 p.m., Greer Chapel
Sunday, 2 p.m., Greer Chapel

Catholic Mass
Saturday, 2 p.m., Greer Chapel
Sunday, 9 a.m., Greer Chapel
Sunday, 12:30 p.m., Greer Chapel
Sunday, 2 p.m., Greer Chapel
(Confessions 1:30 p.m.)
For Jewish, Latter-day Saints and Muslim

services, please contact the Post
Chaplain for assistance at 558-2378.

OFF POST
*Transportation provided for Jewish,
Episcopal, Lutheran, Muslim services
ONLY (due to time scheduling) Units are
responsible for arranging transportation
by calling 601-558-2622.

Church of God at Bellevue, Hwy. 589,
Hattiesburg
Jesus Christ of LDS, 2215 Broadway
Drive, Hattiesburg

Lutheran
Sunday, 8 a.m., St. John Lutheran Church,
2001 Hardy Street, 601-583-4898

Episcopal
Sunday, 8 a.m., Trinity Episcopal, 509
West Pine St., 601-544-5551

Jewish
Friday at Temple B’Nai Israel at 801
Mamie Street, 601-545-3871. Every
Friday at 6 p.m.

Latter-day Saints
Sunday, 9 a.m., Latter-day Saints Meeting
House, 1618 Broadway Dr., 601-268-
2438/ Hall: 601-268-9706. Contact the
Post Chaplain.

Muslim
Contact Post Chaplain

Area Worship Opportunities:

By CHAPLAIN (Capt.) SEAN McMACKIN
Camp Shelby Staff Chaplain

The familiar bugle call “Taps” is a
musical composition that evokes many
and varied emotions. 

I remember how startled I was when I
was made aware that there are words that
accompany the familiar bugle strains.
“Day is done, Gone the sun, From the
lakes, From the hills, From the sky. All is
well, safely rest. God is near.”

It may seem odd, but as you look at the
words and think about them, you might
notice that they contain a Christmas mes-
sage. 

In our day and age the message of
Christmas has been positioned in such a
way so as to have lost the depth of its
meaning. 

I don’t say that I have the only insight,
or the most intelligent observation about
it, but I do say that it has become painful-

ly obvious to many that Christmas has
lost its meaning. 

And this doesn’t necessarily mean that
it is only lost and buried in the shear
materialism of “Black Friday,” either.

The Holy Scripture is clear; it is more
blessed to give than to receive. 

This is a simple, uncomplicated truth
that the Bible reports throughout its
pages. 

So, we don’t want to make the case
that Christmas should be devoid of all
opportunities to give and receive.
However, we need to constantly remind
ourselves that this is not the deepest,
most important meaning of Christmas.

I count it the highest privilege to be
able to serve the men and women of our
armed forces. To serve those who serve is
an unparalleled source of joy. 

But even that joy pales in comparison
to the joy that I experience because of
Christmas. 

The Bible unveils the story of redemp-
tion as a story full of hope. That redemp-
tion and that hope find their vitality in
the Christmas message.

It is my duty and my great honor as a
Chaplain to help sustain and strengthen
Soldiers in combat and in garrison by
simply providing a conduit for this hope. 

Chaplains strive mightily against fear
and discouragement as we pray for and
minister to our Soldiers, but we too are
mere mortals, just men. 

The comfort and peace with which I
can minister is only that which has arrest-
ed me first. 

That hope for me is found in the mes-
sage of Christmas.

When you are tired and your strength
is depleted; when you feel as if you can’t
go another step, ride another convoy, fly
another mission, triage another Soldier,
process another document, issue another
piece of equipment…it is then that I pray

that the true meaning of Christmas finds
your weary soul. 

It is then that I am confident that hope
will flood your soul. It is then that I
know you will find strength for the next
step, the next convoy, the next mission,
etc. 

It is then that the deepest meaning of
Christmas will find its mark in your heart
and mind. (Oh, by the way, it won’t be
the thought of all those presents you
received at Christmas time.)

So the next time you hear “Taps”,
either at the end of a duty day, or at the
final resting place of one of our brothers
or sisters, let your soul not be infused
with discouragement and hopelessness.  

Instead lift your head and your heart. 
The deepest, most important meaning

of Christmas can be simply summed up
in the phrase, “God is near!” 

Hallelujah Emmanuel, and Merry
Christmas!

God is near...
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By CMD. SGT. MAJ. STEVEN CHANCELLOR
CSJFTC Command Sergeant Major

G
reetings, Camp Shelby Joint Forces
Training Center Family! I hope that
everyone is in the holiday spirit with

Christmas around the corner. 
Once again, let me say thank you to

everyone for the warm welcomes given to
me and my Family as we transition into
Camp Shelby. 

I am extremely proud to be here as your
Command Sgt. Maj. Some of my rewarding
times in the military has always been taking
care of Soldiers and it is still the top priori-
ty on my list to do.

Since my short time here, I can see that
Camp Shelby is a close-knit Family. Our
mission here is not about one individual or
one directorate doing all the work. It is
about our goal continuing to be a premiere
mobilization station for First Army. I have
heard and seen some great things that Camp
Shelby has done in the past and it is an
honor to be part of a group of this caliber.

NCO’s, remember that a good leader
takes care of their Soldiers. During this slow
time, make sure that your quarterly-counsel-
ing sessions are completed and recommend
awards to let your Soldiers know that they
are doing a great job. 

Also, this is the time to sit down with your
Soldiers and discuss where they are at on
their correspondence, college, promotion
status, physical fitness and other career pro-
gressions. These things play a major role in
the advancement of a Soldier’s military
career. It is the NCO’s job to influence oth-
ers by providing direction, motivation and
purpose. This is what Leadership is all
about.

I hope that everyone attended that excel-
lent training on Ethics Training that was this

month. A big “Hooah” goes out to the JAG
staff in providing such an awesome training
session.

Christmas is just around the corner. I can’t
stress enough the importance of safety dur-
ing this time of year. From theft, scams,
Christmas decorations and trees and electri-
cal outlets in the home is a big thing this
time of year. Be aware of your surroundings
and if it doesn’t look right, nine times out of
ten it’s not. Safety First!

I encourage everyone to take advantage of
the slower pace we’re experiencing now.
Spend some quality time with your Family
and show them how much their love and
their support mean to your success.

Last but not least, thank you for all of
your hard work and dedication. Those of
you who are putting in the extra hours and
extra days to get the job done, I salute you.
I can assure you that your work is not unno-
ticed. Thank you and may God bless each of
you and your Family. 

SOLDIERS FIRST!

Cmd. Sgt. Maj. Steven Chancellor

Make the most of the slow
time during holiday season

COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR’S CORNER
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By SGT. MICHAEL WILLIAMS
Camp Shelby Public Affairs

It’s a pretty big deal to ensure
that almost every child in the
Hattiesburg area, who is less fortu-
nate, has a bright Christmas.
Luckily, Santa gets a lot of help
from Soldiers at Camp Shelby Joint
Forces Training Center.

Soldiers from the Individual
Replacement Medical Transition
Battalion from Camp Shelby lend a
helping hand to the Salvation Army
of Hattiesburg during the

Christmas holiday.
The Salvation Army Angel Tree

Program provides underprivileged
children with holiday gifts and
proof that someone cares.

“The Angel Tree Program helps
over 2,300 children here in the
Hattiesburg area,” said Katie Tate,
Salvation Army development
director. “We are grateful for the
Soldiers of Camp Shelby who
donates toys during this time of
year.”

“Today we have over 500 chil-
dren that didn’t get adopted and

through this program the toys that
were collected today will help the
children and the Salvation Army
fill those empty bags. Every child
will have at least two toys.”

The program relies on the self-
less giving and support of the com-
munity to bring joy and happiness
to those who are less fortunate dur-
ing the holiday season. 

The Angel Tree Program pro-
vides clothing, special-needs gifts
and other wished-for items such as
toys.

During the screening process to

verify needy children, Angels (chil-
dren ages 12 and under) are pre-
qualified for the program who are
classified as less-fortunate. Angels
are assigned a tag listing their
name, age, sex, clothing size and
the item(s) they would like or need.

“When the parents of the less-
fortunate children walk into the
Salvation Army and see all the
toys, they break down,” says Tate.
“Some of them never ask for help,
so for me to collect toys for them it
is truly heart-warming. I am so
grateful for you all.”

Sgt. Michael Williams/Camp Shelby Public Affairs
HELPING HAND... Soldiers of the Individual Replacement Medical Transition Battalion, headquartered at Camp Shelby Joint Forces
Training Center, and Salvation Army representatives pose with toys they are donating to the Salvation Army Angel Tree Program.

Soldiers
help out

Salvation
Army

U.S. Army Photo by Sgt. Belynda Faulkner
CHRISTMAS PARADE.. Cadets from Mississippi Challenge Academy, Camp Shelby Joint Forces
Training Center, Camp Shelby Miss., take part in the Hattiesburg Christmas parade Dec 4th. The theme
of this year’s parade was a star spangled Christmas. The ChalleNGe Academy is a five month military
based program for high school drop outs that focuses on education and life coping skills to help them to
become productive members of society.
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COMICS Thursday, December 23, 2010

Out on a Limb by Gary Kopervas

The Spats by Jeff Pickering

Mama’s Boyz by Jerry Craft

Amber Waves by Dave T. Phipps

Beatle Bailey by Mort, Greg and Brian Walker

Beatle Bailey by Mort, Greg and Brian Walker

Beatle Bailey by Mort, Greg and Brian Walker

R.F.D. by Mike Marland

Beatle Bailey by Mort, Greg and Brian Walker

They’ll Do It Every Time by Al Scaduto

Beatle Bailey by Mort, Greg and Brian Walker

Beatle Bailey by Mort, Greg and Brian Walker
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PUZZLES Thursday, December 23, 2010

This Week’s ANSWERS



CatsByFrancy.com Himalayan, Persian
& Ragdoll Kittens, $300 up. Registered,
Shots, Trained, Supplies & Guaranteed.
337-233-0024.

2009 Toyota  Avalon XL, auto, air,
power, $20,995. 866-999-9241.

2008 Chrysler Sebring Convertible,
auto, air, power, $18,969. 866-999-
9241.

2010 Chevrolet Camero LT, auto, air,
power, $26,995. 866-999-9241.

2009 Ford Fusion, auto, air, power,
$16,005. 866-999-9241.

2006 Chrysler 300 Touring, auto, air,
power, $14,995. 866-999-9241.

2010 Chevrolet Malibu LT, auto, air,
power, $18,495. 866-999-9241.

1999 Honda CRV, auto, air, power,
$5,995. 866-999-9241.

2000 Mercury Grand Marque, auto, air,
power, $4,995. 866-999-9241.

2007 Cadillac CTS, auto, air, power,
$18,995. 866-999-9241.

2004 Volkswagon New Beetle
Convertible, auto, air, power, $10,995.
866-999-9241.

**December Move In Special** Petal
Village, Nice, 2br, 11/2ba, Townhome
style, $625 month. 601-544-2885.

Cameron East Petal 2br/1ba with wash-
er/dryer hook-ups. Well managed, quiet
complex. $450 plus $400 deposit. 601-
544-2885.

Woodridge Apts-Petal 1000 SQ. FT, 2
Bedroom, 2 Full Baths with Premium
Amenities. Washer/dryer furnished. 1
year lease. $700 plus $500 deposit.
601-544-2885.

ATTN: 25 Driver Trainees Needed! for
Schneider National. Local CDL Training.
No Exp. Needed. Weekly Home Time.
Call Today! 877-363-2187 www.tdi-
jobs.com.

$800 "Guaranteed" Weekly. Mailing fly-
ers from Home. For free packet. Call 1-
972-221-7035.

Time Share for sale: Park City Utah.
$20,000. For more information call 601-
208-539-5160. Evening hours pre-
ferred!

2006 Ford F350, Crew cab, Diesel,
4wd, Leather, real clean, $21,995. Sell
or Trade! 601-520-0418, 601-544-8354.

2008 Chevy Colorado, Full 4dr, 4cyl,
auto, all power, $12,595. Sell or Trade!
601-520-0418, 601-544-8354.

2008 GMC Canyon, 4dr, auto, loaded,
23,000 miles, $14,995. Sell or Trade!
601-520-0418, 601-544-8354.

2008 Jeep Commander, auto, air,
power, $20,995. 866-999-9241.

1989 GMC swb Stepside Show Truck,
$4,500. Sell or Trade! 601-520-0418,
601-544-8354. 

2007 Chevy Z71 Crewcab, Forest
Green, $15,895. Sell or Trade! 601-520-
0418, 601-544-8354.

2007 Chevrolet Extended Cab, 4dr,
2wd, 62,000 miles, extra clean,
$14,895. Sell or Trade! 601-520-0418,
601-544-8354.

2008 Toyota FJ Cruiser, auto, air, power,
$18,995. 866-999-9241.

2008 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo,
auto, air, power, $19,995. 866-999-
9241.

2008 Honda Pilot, auto, air, power,
$25,995. 866-999-9241.

2008 Toyota Tundra Dcab, auto, air,
power, $21,995. 866-999-9241.

2009 Dodge Journey, auto, air, power,
$17,995. 866-999-9241.

2006 Jeep Liberty Limited, 6cyl., auto,
all power, 58,000 miles, $10,900. Sell or
Trade! 601-520-0418, 601-544-8354.

2007 Chrysler Town & Country Van,
auto, air, power, 10,995. 866-999-9241.

2006 Toyota Tundra Crew Cab, V8 SR5,
$13,995. Sell or Trade! 601-520-0418,
601-544-8354. 

2005 Toyota 4-Runner Lmt, auto, air,
power, $17,995. 866-999-9241.

2006 Jeep Commander, auto, air,
power, $16,995. 866-999-9241.

2008 Chevrolet Tahoe, auto, air, power,
$28,995. 866-999-9241.

2008 Nissan Pathfinder, auto, air,
power, $19,995. 866-999-9241.

2005 Toyota Rav4, auto, air, power,
$15,995. 866-999-9241.

2008 Chevrolet Silverado, 4x4, Reg
cab, auto, air, power, $19,995. 866-999-
9241.

2004 Nissan Murano, auto, air, power,
$14,995. 866-999-9241.

2007 Toyota Tacoma Prerunner double-
cab, V6, auto, air, power, $17,995. 866-
999-9241.

2007 Chevrolet Silverado Z-71, 4x4,
auto, air, power, $23,995. 866-999-
9241.

2010 Nissan Frontier Pro4x, auto, air,
power, $26,995. 866-999-9241.

2006 Z71 Crew Cab, Cloth interior,
88,000 miles, extra clean, $14,895. Sell
or Trade! 601-520-0418, 601-544-8354. 

2006 Ford Explorer XLT, auto, air,
power, $13,995. 866-999-9241.

2009 Hyundai Tucson, auto, air, power,
$16,995. 866-999-9241.

2007 Ford Expedition Eddie Bauer,
auto, air, power Leather, $25,995. 866-
999-9241.

ADOPT: Adoring family wish to adopt
your newborn into a home filled with
love, laughter and financial security.
Expenses paid. Barbara & Jerry @ 1-
866-270-5717.

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for high
paying Aviation  Career. FAA approved
program.  Financial aid if qualified - Job
placement assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-455-4317.

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from
Home.  *Medical *Business *Paralegal
*Accounting *Criminal Justice.  Job
placement assistance.   Computer avail-
able.  Financial Aid if qualified.  Call
8 8 8 - 8 9 9 - 6 9 1 4 .
www.CenturaOnline.com

Driver -   Single Source Dispatch. LOTS
OF FREIGHT. Daily or weekly pay.
Flexible schedule. Newer equipment.
Van and refrigerated. CDL-A, 6 months
recent experience. 800-414-9569,
www.driveknight.com

DRIVER - HOME WEEKLY! NO
TOUCH FREIGHT! No forced NE/NYC!
6 months experience. No felony/DUI
last 5 years. Solos  and teams wanted.
New  pay package! 877-740-6262.
www.ptl-inc.com

DRIVERS - Company. FFE seeks 1
year experienced OTR Drivers. ($1,000
Sign-On Bonus)! Start your new career,
Students Welcome! Also seek Owner
Operators. Call 800-569-9232 or
recruit@ffex.net

DRIVERS - Hornady Transportation.
Miles, money and home time! Start up
to 42 cpm. Sign-on bonus available.
Great benefits!! Great Hometime!! OTR
experience required. No felonies. Lease
purchase available. 800-441-4271 X
MS-100.

SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
and refresher classes start every
Monday. Free tuition if you qualify, jobs
available now! Call 1-877-285-8621
Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.

Proflowers for the HOLIDAYS!  Gifts
and Bouquets Starting at just $19.99.
Go to www.proflowers.com/unique to
receive an extra 20% off your order or
Call 1-888-685-3714.

WATERFRONT HOME. Bay St. Louis,
Mississippi. For sale or rent. 3 bed-
rooms, 1 1/2 baths, detached 2 car
garage, 24 ft boat with electric hoist.
Call for details. 228-669-3379.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH $2,500 down,
$349 per month. Call to qualify. 601-
932-5017.

Breast Cancer Fund. DONATE YOUR
CAR! Breast Cancer Research
Foundation. Most highly rated breast
cancer charity in America! Tax
deductible/Fast, Free Pick-up! 1-888-
435-4840.

DIVORCE with or without Children
$125.00.  With FREE name change
documents and marital settlement
agreement.  Fast and easy. Call us
24hrs./7days: 1-888-789-0198.
www.CourtDivorceService.com

FAST IRS TAX RELIEF. Do You Owe
$10,000 or MORE to the IRS? We Help
You Settle Your Overdue Taxes for
LESS! FREE Consultation! 1-888-436-
0593.

FREE Foreclosure Listings. Over
400,000 properties nationwide. LOW
Down Payment. Call NOW! 1-800-860-
1332. 

FREE ADT-Monitored Home Security
System & a $100 VISA Gift Card from
Security Choice. Find Out How! Call
Today. 1-888-558-4207.

REGIONAL CLASSIFIEDS - 135REGIONAL CLASSIFIEDS - 135

REGIONAL CLASSIFIEDS - 135

TRUCKS, VANS, SUVs - 132TRUCKS, VANS, SUVs - 132

TRUCKS, VANS, SUVs - 132

HOUSES FOR SALE - 119

HELP WANTED - 118

FOR RENT - 114

FOR RENT - 114

AUTOS - 105

ANIMALS - 102
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By MAJ. DEIDRE MUSGRAVE
Camp Shelby Public Affairs

What does it mean to serve?  For
some it is fulfilling the initial obli-
gation of military service while oth-
ers strive for retirement from mili-
tary service.  Then there are those
who continue serving well beyond
retirement without compensation,
just because they have a desire to
achieve a greater good.

The attitude of Mississippians
serving Mississippians is what you
will find when you meet a member
of the Mississippi State Guard.
This group of dedicated profession-
als come from a various back-
ground of occupational specialties,
branches of service and for some
members, no military service at all.  

The Mississippi State Guard is an
all volunteer organization that is a
part of the Mississippi Military
Department.  The organization has
no federal mission, being responsi-
ble only to the governor of our great
state and the orders of the Adjutant
General of Mississippi.  The
Mississippi State Guard is to the
Mississippi National Guard what
our National Guard is to the United
States Army.

“We are Mississippians helping
fellow Mississippians.  We are vol-
unteers. We get paid only when
called into service. It is what you do
to help your fellow man in
Mississippi,” said Col. Keith
Reeves, commander of the MS
State Guard 3rd Security Brigade,
which is headquarted at Camp
Shelby Joint Forces Training
Center. 

Reeves is a resident of
Brookhaven and is proud to serve
in the MS State Guard.

The mission of the MS State
Guard is to replace Mississippi
National Guard members in the
event their units would become
mobilized.  MS State Guard mem-
bers would become custodians of
vacated armories, military facilities
and equipment left behind by
departing units.

The 3rd Security Brigade meets
once a month for one day of train-
ing and four days for annual train-
ing.  The unit focuses their training
for support during natural and man-
made disaster relief operations,
shelter operation assistance and

security assistance.  Members are
trained and proficient in civil
defense, homeland defense and
search and rescue operations. 

The unit is highly trained in
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) operations.
Members of the 3rd Brigade exer-
cised their skills in conjunction
with FEMA during operations sur-
rounding Hurricane Katrina in
2005 and Hurricane Gustav in
2008.

“We worked mostly in shelters.
Many agencies commented on our
professionalism,” said Biloxi native
Maj. Mark Eckman, operations
officer for the 3rd Brigade.

The professional contributions

during the trying times of Katrina
and Gustav motivated the recruit-
ment of Lt. Col. Mary Miller of
Gulfport.  

“I was with a reserve component
during Katrina and wanted to stay
in this area to help and to serve,”
said Miller who served in the Army
Reserves for 12 years as a Medical
Doctor and is now continuing her
education in Criminal Justice at the
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community
College. Miller is 72 years ‘young’
and has served in the MS State
Guard since January 2006. “The
most impressive part is a true vol-
unteer service member. People
make their own way and we make it
work,” said Miller. 

Recruitment isn’t only for mem-
bers after retirement.  The 3rd
Brigade welcomed their newest
member, Pvt. Patricia Elam of
Petal, during their drill on Dec. 11
at Camp Shelby. 

Elam was working at the Military
Clothing and Sales store at CSJFTC
when she met the MS State Guard
Commander Col. Reeves.  She
inquired about the different uni-
form and what he did at CSJFTC.
Reeves explained what the MS
State Guard was all about and the
great service that they provide. 

Elam said that she felt a strong
conviction to join and to serve.  

Upon completion of her applica-
tion and background check it was
only a short amount of time until
Elam received her acceptance letter
and invitation to the December
drill. Elam’s husband, Staff Sgt.
Prescott Elam, works at CSJFTC
for the director of logistics as a bay
leader.

“She seemed determined so I
might as well support her,” said
Prescott Elam on his wife’s deci-
sion to join the MS State Guard. 

Staff Sgt. Elam and his wife have
five children; Jamie Wallace 26,
Jerrica Blount 22, Britney Elam 20,
Kayla Clark 20 and Shelby Elam
18.

The MS State Guard is recruiting
new members.  Men and women
ages 18 to 70 that have a genuine
desire to serve are welcome to
inquire.  Prior military service is
not required.  Receive more infor-
mation about the State Guard by
emailing Sgt. Maj. Carolyn Parker
at cpark049@aol.com. 

Mississippians serving Mississippians

Maj. Deidre Musgrave/Camp Shelby Public Affairs
SERVICE... The 3rd Brigade welcomed their newest member, Pvt. Patricia Elam of Petal, during their drill on Dec. 11 at Camp
Shelby. Commander Col. Keith Reeves of Brookhaven initiated the Oath of Office Ceremony for Elam.
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