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Hey, Soldier:

Did you 
Know?

See SOLDIER, Page 2

DOIM’S new home
The Directorate of

Information Management has
moved to bldg 602, located on
6th St. All contact numbers are
the same.

All Ranks Club
Currently undergoing reno-

vations. Business hours are the
same, but parking is limited.

Area blood drives
Petal blood drives, Dec. 29,  
Lowe’s in Petal, parking lot,

11 a.m. 2 p.m. and Wal-Mart
in Petal, 4-7 p.m.

Credit union moving
The Camp Shelby Federal

Credit Union will close on
Dec. 12 and will reopen in its
new location on Dec. 13.

Troop store
Now accepting online appli-

cations for retail positions.
Friendly disposition and flexi-
ble hours. 

Apply online at
www.aafes.com. Background
check is required. AAFES is an
EOE employer.

Chapel service
Noon Day at the Chapel on

CSJFTC Wednesdays 11:45
a.m.-12:30 p.m.. An opportuni-
ty for encouraging one another
in Praise and Worship. POC
Chaplain (Maj.) Terry Partin

Military discount
Pink's Presents located

inside The Secret Gallery gift
store at Newpointe Shopping
Center (Oak Grove) is offering
a 20% military discount on the
purchase of "Survival Straps"
bracelets. 

Proceeds benefit The
Wounded Warrior Project. 

Contact Susan Cucullu at
(601) 264-1322 for more infor-
mation or visit www.survival-
straps.com 

JAG’S new home
The Judge Advocate

General’s office has moved to
bldg 1485. All contact numbers
are the same. Point of Contact
Maj. Ronald McBay

ASVAB practice
Practice GT exams are avail-

able at the education center.
Appointment required. The GT
score is one of the most impor-
tant line scores computed from
a Soldier’s results on the
ASVAB test. 

For more information con-
tact Mr. Junkins at john.junk-
ins1@us.army.mil or 601-558-
2029.

Mississippi unit returns 
in time for Thanksgiving

By STAFF SGT. KENNY HATTEN
Camp Shelby Public Affairs

Elements of the Mississippi
National Guard’s 1-204th Air
Defense Artillery Battalion,
headquartered in Newton,
Miss., were welcomed home
recently to Camp Shelby Joint
Forces Training Center.

“We’re releasing approximately 70
Soldiers today in coordination with the
Camp Shelby Mobilization Operations
Center, so that we can send them home
with their Families in time for
Thanksgiving,” said Chaplain (Maj.)

Madison Kelly. “Our guys have trav-
elled a long way in the last 18 hours,
and we really appreciate the support
we received from the Camp Shelby

MOC in making this happen.”
Battalion Commander Lt.

Col Don Ashapanek said that
the unit did a fantastic job in

support of Operation New
Dawn, providing force protection,

Counter-Rocket, Artillery and Mortar
missions and supporting the Iraq troop
withdrawal. 

“With pre-mobilization, our deploy-

See HOME, Page 2

See more
photos,
Page 2

U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Kenny Hatten
HOME AT LAST... Staff Sgt. Michael McNeil hugs his wife, Malena and
daughter, Christy after his arrival at Camp Shelby.
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Retired
Master

Sergeant
comes to

the rescue

By STAFF SGT.
JACKQULINE MOORE

Camp Shelby Public Affairs

As a member of the United
States Army, there are certain
values that every Soldier
learns. 

They learn to have respect,
loyalty, honor, integrity, duty,
selfless service and personal
courage. Although retired,
Master Sgt. David
Williamson, a cadre with the
Mississippi Youth Challenge
Academy, still holds these val-
ues to heart.

Williamson was in the U.S.

Army for more than 21 years.
He currently works at the
YCA where he supervises five
cadres and is in charge of 38
cadets.

Williamson is a prime
example of a good Soldier
holding the army values to
standard. On November 28, he
was riding behind an18 wheel-
er truck that began to flip.

“I have got to do some-
thing,” Williamson said to
himself, “with all that steam,
this thing might catch a fire
and blow up.

See SELFLESS, Page 5 Master Sgt. Ret. David Williamson
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By MAJ. DEIDRE MUSGRAVE
Camp Shelby Public Affairs

The U. S. Army Reserve’s 380th
Engineer Support Company head-
quartered in Greenville, Miss.,
returned home Nov. 28.  They
arrived at Camp Shelby Joint
Forces Training Center to be wel-
comed by Brig. Gen. Douglas R.
Satterfield, Deputy Commander,
412th Theater Engineer
Command, Family and friends.

The unit deployed to Iraq earlier
this year in support of Operation
New Dawn, where they supported
the mission of United States
Forces in Iraq by maintaining and
supporting Iraqi transportation
infrastructure and providing hori-

zontal engineer support to coali-
tion contingency out bases, or
COBs, through the construction of
defensive positions and public
works facilities. 

A key element of their mission
was route sanitation, which
involved the clearing of trash,
debris and obstacles on roadways
in order to deny enemy forces the
placement of improvised explosive
devices, or IEDs.  

The large amount of IED recov-
eries recently in Iraq are greatly
attributed to the efforts of the
380th ESC, ensuring the freedom
of maneuver for U.S. and Coalition
Forces traveling along main and
alternate supply routes throughout
the Iraq Joint Operational Area. 

The unit participated in approxi-
mately 76 missions inside and out-
side of the wire to include 30
Combined Arms missions where
they accompanied infantry troops
to accomplish a mission.

“The morale is very high,” said
1st Lt. Eli Candelaria, Commander
of the 380th Engineer Support
Company, upon the Soldiers arriv-
ing home.

The family members were
ecstatic to see their loved ones
come home, especially five-
month-old Rachel Kronberg and
mom Brandi of Brandon, Miss. as
they waited for Spc. Brandon
Kronberg to arrive home.

“I am very excited that he is
coming home. I missed him very

much,” said Brandi about her hus-
band’s return. “We have a two year
old boy, Lucas, and he is glad his
daddy is coming home.”

Dad (Brandon) was just as excit-
ed to see his Family and hold his
five-month old daughter.

“It is great to be able to hold her
again. I only got to spend a week
with her after she was born. It
brings great joy to my heart to see
her again,” said Brandon as he held
his daughter Rachel for the first
time in five months.

Soldiers of the 380th ESC spent
the next several days out process-
ing at CSJFTC in Hattiesburg, then
began traveling home to
Greenville to be released from
duty.

Sgt. Kyle Athey of Indianola, Miss., was reunit-
ed with his wife, Olivia and eight-month-old
daughter, Alli, (above) after he and his fellow
soldiers returned from a successful deployment
to Iraq as a member of the 380th Engineer
Support Company, U.S. Army Reserves,
Greenville, Miss.

380th back from Iraq
Photos by Maj. Deidre Musgrave/Camp Shelby Public Affairs



Open House
On Dec. 16, Camp Shelby Joint

Forces Training Center White
House will host an Open House
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Everyone employed at Camp
Shelby is invited to attend.

Motorcylce safety
Camp Shelby Joint Forces

Training Center Safety Office will
have a three-day motorcycle safety
course beginning at 8 a.m. daily
Dec. 12-14 at the Forrest County
Multipurpose Building on
Highway 49.

Call the safety office 558-2052
for more information.

Officer Association
The Officer Association will

have a meeting at 7 a.m. on Dec.
16 at the All-Ranks Club.

For more information, call Maj.
Pat Lowery at 601-558-2062

Internet Opportunities
Camp Shelby has an Internet

Café located on 26th Street bldg
2614 and the hours of operation are
Monday- Friday 8 a. m. to 10 p.m.
and Saturday and Sunday 8 a.m. –
4 p.m. which is free to the Soldiers.   

The American Grill has internet
service available but there is a fee.
The hours of operation are Monday
– Friday 8 a.m.to 7 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Education Center
Defense Language Proficiency

Tests (DLPTs) are available (com-
puterized) at the CSJFTC-DPCA
Education center. 

For more information contact the
education center for more com-
plete information on DLPTs and
Oral Proficiency Interviews (OPI).
@ 601-558-2029 bldg. 1813 on 18
Street.

ATM Hours
New ATM hours at billeting will

be Monday - Friday  7 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Saturday- Sunday 7:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m. ATM can also be found

at Post Exchange and Camp
Shelby Federal Credit Union.

American Red Cross
The American Red Cross

Service to Armed Forces (SAF)
Program ensures that emergency
messages are verified and deliv-
ered to the proper authorities
regardless of how far away the
service member may be. 

Effective June 13, 2011 a single
call to send urgent messages to a
service member can be made to
877-272-7337 (U.S. toll free)

Tell us your story
The Reveille wants your story!

The Reveille highlights an Officer,
Noncommissioned Officer,
Enlisted   Soldier and a Civilian in
every edition. 

Tell us about your job at Camp
Shelby. Tell us about your military
career, background, hobbies or
accomplishments.  

If you are interested in telling
your story, contact the CSJFTC
Public Affairs Office at 601-558-
2271 or 601-558-2835.

The Reveille wants to highlight

your Family in a Family Corner
article for special achievements
and events. 

Whether you’re a contractor, DA
Civilian or Soldier, the Reveille
wants to highlight your Family
member’s latest news. Contact
CSJFTC Public Affairs Office at
601-558-2271 or 601-558-2835.

NCO Association
A raffle for a Honda Fourtrax

Fourman 500 FE with tilt bed trail-
er will be held April 21, 2012.
Tickets are $10 each or 12 for
$100. For more information, con-
tact Master Sgt. Timothy Bo Plunk,
662-902-4650 or visit
www.msncoa.org

Testing Changes
The College Board will discon-

tinue its College-Level
Examination Program (CLEP)
paper and pencil testing program
of the 14 test titles for CONUS
Army Education Centers, effective
Dec.31, 2011.

Soldiers serving at Camp Shelby
interested in taking CLEP paper

based exams should contact the
education services office at
Building 1813.  

Exams have to be ordered by
Sept. 29 and administered NLT 31
December 2011.  

For more information, contact
John Junkins via e-mail at
John.junkins1@us.army.mil

Deployment stories
Cmd. Sgt. Maj. (Retired) Ray

Cordell is now working for
Lifetime network and he is looking
for locations to film the next sea-
son of their Homecomings series.

If you have Soldiers returning
from deployment and want to get
in on this opportunity to tell your
Army stories, please contact Ray at
ray.cordell@ymail.com or call
(916) 409-5076 or (443) 370-3291.

Poster Ideas
If you have an idea for a new sui-

cide prevention poster or video,
please put your idea on paper and
send it to us or either drop by and
present it to us. Contact Lt. Col
Constance Essex (601) 558-2538.
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H
olidays and Family go hand in hand.
What a wonderful time of the year to
welcome home our brothers and sisters

in arms just in time for the holidays.
Welcome home members of the 1-204th Air

Defense Artillery Battalion, 1-185th Assault
Helicopter Battalion and the 231st Survey and
Design Engineer Team of the Mississippi
Army National Guard. 

Welcome home members of the 380th
Engineer Support Company, U.S. Army
Reserves headquartered in Greenville, Miss. 

We continue to welcome home our heroes
with members of the 45th Infantry Brigade
Combat Team, Oklahoma Army National
Guard, the 1165th Military Police Company,
Alabama Army National Guard, the 415th
Military Intelligence Battalion, Louisiana
Army National Guard and the 228th Theater

Tactical Support Battalion, South Carolina
Army National Guard.

It is important to embrace our loved ones,
cherish our friends, celebrate the homecoming
of our troops and remember those still serving
in harm’s way during this festive time of year.   

Regardless of your traditions and the hustle
and bustle of the holiday season, always
remember the reason for the season.

The celebration of Christmas is all about
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who died on
the cross for our sins so that we may have
everlasting life. 

Let Christ shine on you, your Families and
always be the center of your celebration and
the joy of our thanksgiving because we all are
truly blessed.

As we continue to count our blessings dur-
ing this holiday season please take a moment

to remember the Soldiers serving overseas and
their families. 

If you have a comrade that is serving down-
range, take a moment to check on their Family,
invite them to a holiday meal or just give them
a phone call to let them know that the Family
is remembered while their soldier is serving.

Thanks to all of you for your dedicated sup-
port as we continue the mission of mobilizing
and demobilizing American heroes. 

It is an honor and a privilege to assist
America’s finest patriots as they embark on
their journey for the continued fight for free-
dom. Thank you for all that you do and keep
up the good work.  

May God continue to bless you, your
Families, and this great country that we are so
lucky to have the honor to serve. 

“SOLDIERS FIRST”!

Just in time for the Holidays...

Col. Steve Parham

SOLDIER
Continued from Page 1

ment lasted approximately
seven months, and our guys
not only provided C-RAM
force protection, saving
thousands of lives on more
than 16 Forward Operating
Bases (FOBs), but they also
supported the largest draw-
down of forces in U.S.

Forces-Iraq (USF-I) histo-
ry,” said Ashapanek.

The returning Soldiers
were released after a short
holiday safety briefing so
that they could return home
with their loved ones for the
Thanksgiving holiday. 

They began demobiliza-
tion processing on Monday,
Nov. 28 at Camp Shelby.

HOME
Continued from Page 1

U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Kenny Hatten
Brig. Gen. Robert Thomas, commanding general of the 66 Troop
Command (above), welcomes the Soldiers of the 1-204th Air
Defense Artillery Battalion home to Mississippi after their success-
ful deployment to Iraq in support of Operation New Dawn.

U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Kenny Hatten
Lt. Col. Don Ashapanek, battalion commander of the 1-204th, shakes hands
with Sgt. Justin Fender after their arrival at Camp Shelby.

U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Kenny Hatten
Spc. William Grayson (above) spends time with his 4-month
old daughter Zayleigh after arriving at Camp Shelby on
Nov. 23. At left, Sgt. Michael Williams, formerly of the Camp
Shelby Public Affairs Office, reunites with his Family after
the long trip home from Iraq. 
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By CHAPLAIN (Col.) FORREST BANKSTON
Camp Shelby Installation Chaplain

I
n 1865 the Pastor of Holy Trinity
Church in Boston, Mass., was helping
with a Christmas Eve service in

Bethlehem. 
He later wrote about his feelings as he

descended from Jerusalem into Bethlehem
riding a horse. 

He said, “I remember standing in the
old church in Bethlehem, close to the spot
where Jesus was born, when the whole
church was ringing hour after hour with
splendid hymns of praise to God, how
again and again it seemed as if I could
hear voices I knew well, telling each other
of the Wonderful Night of the Savior’s
birth.”

Two years later, in 1867, Phillip
Brooks, put his pen to paper and wrote a
very special and very biblical song we
sing each year at Christmas time. He
wrote “O, Little Town Of Bethlehem”.
Allow me to share with you three verses
of that precious hymn:

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we

see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the

silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the ever-

lasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are

met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary, and gath-
ered all above,

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wondering love.

O morning stars together, proclaim the
holy birth,

And praises sing to God the King, and
peace to men on earth!

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to
us, we pray;

Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born
in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels the great
glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord
Emmanuel!

Those verses declare the heart of
Christmas. It is a time of celebration, a

time of salvation and a time of contempla-
tion. 

Long before Philip Brooks was even
born, the prophet Micah put his pen to
paper and wrote something about the little
town of Bethlehem. 

“But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though
thou be little among the thousands of
Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth
unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose
goings forth have been from of old, from
everlasting.” (Micah 5.2)

In forty brief words, Micah tells the
story of a special town. 

Though his words may be brief, they
contain a wealth of spiritual truth. The
Story Of Bethlehem is a special story that
needs to be told and retold in the days in
which we live. 

We are living in a day when the real
story of the birth of Jesus is lost amid
trees, decorations, shopping and giving. 

Santa Claus, Rudolph and Frosty have

eclipsed Jesus as the reason for the sea-
son. We need to remember that Christmas
means more than a pile of shredded wrap-
ping paper and credit card bills. 

The story of Christmas is the story of a
little town called Bethlehem. As you think
about what God did when He sent Jesus
into this world to die for sinners, ask
yourself a few questions.

1.  Do I believe the story?
2.  Have I ever trusted Jesus Christ and

His death and resurrection for my soul’s
salvation?

3.  Am I as thankful for the story as I
should be?

There is more to Bethlehem’s story! I
have only shared a small portion of that
story with you today. 

There are parts of that story that will
not be told until we are in His presence in
glory. 

But, the parts we do have of that story
need to be told in this day and hour. 

The following worship opportunities
are available through Camp Shelby
Joint Forces Training Center.

ON POST
General Protestant
Sunday, 9 a.m., Greer Chapel
Sunday, 12:30 p.m., Greer Chapel

Catholic Mass
Saturday, 2 p.m., Greer Chapel

(Confessions at 1:30 p.m.)

Sunday, 2 p.m., Greer Chapel
(Confessions at 1:30 p.m.)

For Jewish, Latter-day Saints and
Muslim services, please contact the
Post Chaplain for assistance at 558-
2378.

OFF POST

*Transportation provided for Jewish,
Episcopal, Lutheran, Muslim services
ONLY (due to time scheduling) Units
are responsible for arranging trans-
portation by calling 601-558-2622.

Lutheran
Sunday, 8 a.m., St. John Lutheran
Church, 2001 Hardy Street, 601-583-
4898.

Latter-day Saints
Sunday, 9 a.m., Latter-day Saints
Meeting House, 1618 Broadway Dr.,
601-268-2438/ Hall: 601-268-9706.
Contact the Post Chaplain.
Episcopal
Sunday, 8 a.m., Trinity Episcopal, 509
West Pine St., 601-544-5551

Jewish
Friday at Temple B’Nai Israel at 801

Mamie Street, 601-545-3871. Every
Friday at 6 p.m.

Muslim
Contact Post Chaplain

Others
Church of God at Bellevue, Hwy. 589,
Hattiesburg
Jesus Christ of LDS, 2215 Broadway
Drive, Hattiesburg

CAMP SHELBY AREA WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

The Story of Bethlehem...

By DANA ELISE SMITH
Camp Shelby Public Affairs

L
t. Col. Edward Ramsey Coutta,
a native of Seminary, has
recently returned from a

deployment in Afghanistan with the
184th Expeditionary Sustainment
Command.  Before deploying over-
seas, he served in the Chaplain section
at Camp Shelby Joint Forces Training
Center since 2003.

Coutta’s job is to provide religious
services and support for mobilized

service members and to ensure that
they have access to spiritual resources
and counseling to address any spiritu-
al or emotional concerns they may
have. 

He is a member of the 66th Troop
Command, headquartered in Jackson
and has been in the Mississippi Army
National Guard for nearly 18 years.

“When I enlisted, I did not expect to
serve in the military this long but I
have found I have enjoyed the service
and serving as a Chaplain,” said
Coutta.

Coutta obtained several degrees
during his service. 

These include a Bachelor of History
from Tennessee Technological
University located in Cookeville,
Tenn., a Master of Business
Administration from Regent
University located in Virginia Beach,
Va. and a Master of International
Relations from Baylor University
located in Waco, Texas. He earned a
doctorate degree in psychology and a
master’s degree in divinity from the
New Orleans Baptist Theological

Seminary.
Before mobilizing at CSJFTC in

2003 he worked as a psychologist at
Forrest General Hospital located in
Hattiesburg and Ellisville State
School in Ellisville.

Coutta enjoys serving his church,
Fairfield Baptist Church where he
assists in a worldwide Christian youth
program called Approved Workmen
Are Not Ashamed, known as
AWANA. He is married to his wife,
Jenny and together they have three
children: Micah, 5 and twins Jonathon
and Eli, 3 months.  In his spare time,
Coutta takes pleasure in hunting, fish-
ing and reading.

CSJFTC welcomes back Chaplain

Lt. Col. Edward Coutta
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Williamson got out of his truck trying to
get to the injured driver. Smoke had engulfed
the 18 wheeler and the selfless service hero
made his way to the truck to find that the man
was still alive but trapped because the mirror
and handle bar on the door stopped him from
breaking out the window.

“He is still alive,” said Williamson, “I have
got to get this mirror and handle out of the
way.”

Williamson went back to his truck found a
chain and then hooked one end to his truck
and the other end to the mirror and handle bar
of the 18-wheeler and begin to pull them off
and broke the window out .

“This gave us the asset we needed to get in
the truck to pull the guy out,” said
Williamson.

Williamson, along with a member of the
Trueway Baptist Church, pulled the driver
out of the truck to safety. But the story does-
n’t end there. 

While pulling the driver out, the young
man kept saying “call my father, please call
my father.”

With respect for the young man wanting to
call his father, Williamson pulled out his cell
phone and put the young man’s father on
loud speaker so that they could talk.

When asked whether or not he felt like a
hero, Williams replied, “No, I was just doing
what I felt I had to do.” 

Spoken like a true Soldier.

SELFLESS
Continued from Page 1

By BRYAN THARPE
Army Career Alumni Program

Negotiating a salary is every job hunter’s
final hurdle. Many times job seekers are so
eager to have an offer that they forget to take
advantage of the leverage they have at this
critical moment.  

Your negotiating strength is never
stronger than at the moment when the com-
pany invites you to join their team. Many
job seekers fail to prepare themselves for
this final hurdle and may end up
with less compensation than they
are worth. 

This can be avoided by
researching, practicing and
expecting negotiations.

Before you can begin to
develop a negotiation strategy,
you must learn about yourself. 

You can begin this process
by analyzing your financial
needs and wants. Determine
what compensation you will
require by preparing a brief
balance sheet of your assets and liabili-
ties.  

This simple exercise will quickly
reveal your salary needs.

In addition, you need to research current
compensation packages within your specific
career field. You should become familiar
with all parts of the compensation package
because there are options with a civilian
package that may be new to you. 

You can find salary information in the
Jobs Rated Almanac, the American Almanac
of Job Salaries and the Occupational
Outlook Handbook, all of which are avail-
able on-line.  

You should enter the negotiation process
with a win-win attitude. The end result
should be a benefit to you and the company.
You should determine how soon the compa-
ny needs to fill the position and whether or
not you are a good fit. Never be the first to

mention “Money.” 
The rule is “the first to mention money

loses.” This is true. You want the employer
to reveal their money position first – this
gives you the upper hand in negotiation.
Always remember, you can come across too
greedy and this may turn-off your potential
employer. 

You must use tact and common sense dur-
ing the negotiation.  

If you find yourself at an impasse with a
potential employer, try to negotiate some-

thing other than salary. 
There are a multitude of ben-
efits other than salary that you

may be able to negotiate,
such as vacation/leave
time, 401K plans, stock
options and health bene-
fits. Many times reloca-
tion benefits are also a
negotiation point. 

Do not overlook these
benefits when you begin

to develop your own nego-
tiation strategy.
In summary, the most impor-

tant points are, never mention
money first and always enter the negotia-

tion with a win-win attitude. 
In order to receive the compensation you

want, you will need to prepare so you will
come across as calm confident and flexible.
Communicate that you are searching for a
mutually satisfactory agreement as a poten-
tial member of the team.  

Army Career Alumni Program or ACAP is
available to assist you develop a negotiation
strategy or to simply answer questions you
may have about how to properly enter a
salary negotiation. 

We also offer seminars on the Job Search
Process, which cover salary negotiation in
detail. Our Ft Rucker counselors can be
reached at (334) 255-2558 and our Camp
Shelby, MS counselor can be reached at
(601) 558-2298.

Salary negotiation tips
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By STAFF SGT. LaTASHA WILLIAMS
Camp Shelby Public Affairs

Camp Shelby Joint Forces Training
Center’s Protocol NCOIC, Sgt. Sara Welch,
travelled to Haiti’s City of Independence,
which was affected by both Tropical Storm
Jeanne in 2004 and a string of storms in
2008.

Welch, along with nine other members of
First Baptist Church of Hattiesburg visited
Gonaives, Haiti, including her father,
Charles Welch. This was the second mission
trip by the church over the Thanksgiving
holidays. The group arrived in the country
Nov. 20 and returned seven days later.

“It’s the most beautiful place, yet the sad-
dest place. It’s gorgeous, yet it has so much
poverty,” said Welch.

“The most memorable part of the trip was
interacting with the kids,” said Welch. “I
would have brought one of the little boys
named Pedro home with me if he wouldn’t
have squirmed and could have stayed still in
my suitcase.”

While there, the group of volunteers
worked with Beaver and Kathy Brooks, two
of their children and several other volunteers
from the U.S. who were there to add assis-
tance. Beaver and Kathy are founders of
Much Ministries, a non-government organi-
zation. 

There the couple assists with classes for
Trade School Haiti, a six-week community

reformation project and Christian ministry
dedicated to helping the people of Gonaives
become more independent.

“The organization teaches basic school
subjects, such as English. The volunteers
teach trades such as carpentry, building con-
struction, and marketable art. In addition,
the school offers health care and community
development,” said Welch.

Welch said she saw firsthand how these
skills were put to good use. For example, the
women were taught how to make hand-craft-
ed angel ornaments out of broken glass and
wire. 

They use these skills to make profits. The
school also taught the men how to make
leather from the hides of the animals they
use for food, making better use of their

available resources in the community. The
skills learned allow the men to make authen-
tic leather-bound journals using paper that is
also locally made. These skills provide
income for their Families.

“The organization had an order for about
3,000 angel ornaments. This is about 6
months of employment which is really
good,” said Welch.

She said the goal of the organization was
to take a growing community and teach
them to grow from what they have, to devel-
op businesses, as well as to love and support
each other. 

“To whom much is given, much is
required,” was Welch’s response when asked
what inspired her to travel to Haiti. “It’s not
just about giving handouts, but teaching the
community how to survive on what they
have.”

“We live in one of the wealthiest, most
fruitful and stable countries, regardless of
people’s opinions, and if you go to a country
like Haiti and see it firsthand, you will want
to help and teach the community how to
prosper. 

Handing out is easy to do, but to build a
relationship with them and help them learn
how to provide for their Families changes
their whole lives,” said Welch.

This was the second year Welch has sac-
rificed her Thanksgiving holiday to be a part
of the ongoing missions in Haiti. 

Welch hopes to return to Haiti next spring.

Camp Shelby Soldier volunteers on trip to Haiti

Photo submitted by Sgt. Sara Welch
From left to right, Lauren Carlise, Staff Sgt. Sara Welch, CSJFTC Protocol NCO, and Nicki Haddax, all
members of First Baptist Church of Hattiesburg pose with children from Gonaives, Haiti on Nov. 22.
The group travelled on a humanitarian mission over the Thanksgiving holidays.
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By STAFF SGT. CASANDRA LYNCH
158th Public Affairs NCO

To kick off the weekend of events,
Soldiers from Camp Shelby and the 158th
Infantry Brigade participated in
Hattiesburg’s 29th Annual Veterans Day
celebration here Nov. 11.

The service took place at Veterans
Memorial Park and was the largest turnout
since the celebration’s inception. Col. Steve
Parham, commander of Camp Shelby Joint
Forces Training Center, welcomed the mili-
tary.

“It’s overwhelming to see such a large
crowd come out to celebrate this wonderful
day in support of our veterans,” said
Parham. “It’s an honor and a privilege for
me to be here today to extend a warm wel-
come from Camp Shelby on behalf of Maj.
Gen. (William L.) Freeman, our state
Adjutant General. 

“Even as we speak, our service men and
women are in harm’s way, defending free-
dom from those who don’t like our way of
life,” Parham said. “Soon we’ll be celebrat-
ing Thanksgiving, and as we give thanks for
our blessings, let’s not forget to give thanks
for our freedom and the veterans, past and
present, who made it possible.” 

The 1-305th Armored Regiment, 158th
Infantry Brigade, volunteered a team of
Soldier’s to drive two Mine Resistant
Ambush Protected- All Terrain Vehicles in
the parade. 

After the parade concluded, they set up a
static display of the M-ATVs for Soldiers
and civilians to observe the newest addition
of the Army’s MRAP vehicle.

On Saturday, festivities continued with
the University of Southern Mississippi
Army ROTC program sponsoring a 5K
Purple Heart Run. Six participants from the
158th ran the route throughout the scenic
University of Southern Mississippi campus,
both beginning and ending at Pride Field.

Participants included: Maj. Christian
Durham, 158th executive officer; Lt. Col.
Jason Hancock, 1-305th Armored Regiment
commander; Capt. Terry Hill, 158th chap-
lain; Sgt. 1st Class Scott Bessette, 2-351st
Infantry Regiment, and his wife, Melissa;
and Kelly Parry, 158th Brigade S-8.

Durham, Melissa Bessette, and Parry all
won first place in their age/gender brackets. 

The 158th Infantry Brigade, which is a
subordinate unit of First Army Division
East, mobilizes, trains and advises Reserve
Component and National Guard units in
preparation for deployments in accordance
with requests for forces by combatant com-
manders. 

Additionally, the 158th Infantry Brigade
provides training assistance and support to
Reserve Component units and synchronizes
training support for all units training at
Camp Shelby Joint Forces Training Center
to enhance individual and unit readiness to
meet mobilization and wartime require-
ments.

Area Soldiers participate
in Veterans Day celebration

U.S. Army Photo by Staff Sgt. Lymari Sanchez
PARADE ROUTE... Soldiers of the 1-305th Armored Regiment drive two Mine Resistant Ambush
Protected-All Terrain Vehicles down the streets of Hattiesburg for the 29th Annual Veterans Day cele-
bration Nov. 11.

By STAFF SGT. KENNY HATTEN
Camp Shelby Public Affairs

The Directorate of Logistics –
Maintenance Class IX section at Camp
Shelby Joint Forces Training Center
brought holiday cheer to their daily routine
by displaying decorations that reflect the
spirit of Christmas.

“Here at Class IX, we try to incorporate
the spirit of giving, which is really the spir-
it of Christmas, into our everyday opera-
tions here during the holiday season,” said
Class IX NCOIC Sgt. 1st Class Leon Fields.

The warehouse staff works mainly with
Soldiers who are preparing to deploy over-
seas, providing repair parts for vehicles
used in mobilization training, and their
operations take place close to or during
many major holidays, such as Thanksgiving
and Christmas.

“A lot of the Soldiers we work with are
mobilized here from other states, and with
them being so far away from their Families
during the holiday season, we try to lift
their spirits as much as we possibly can,”
said Fields.

The centerpiece of the decorations was a
nativity scene built from wooden pallets,
and decorated with materials donated by the
entire Class IX staff.

“We have a lot of Soldiers who may not
make it home for the holidays, and we
wanted to bring a little Christmas cheer to

them while they’re here,” said Sgt.
Elizabeth Knight. “Since they come here a
lot to pick up their supplies, we wanted to
show them a little holiday spirit to let them
know we were thinking of them for the hol-
idays.”

Maintaining holiday cheer

U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Kenny Hatten
SPREADING CHEER... Pictured here, from left,
Sgt. 1st Class Leon Fields, Sgt. Antonio Duffy, Sgt.
Art Simpson, Spc. Shaterryl Powell and Sgt.
Elizabeth Knight gather around the nativity scene
they constructed for the holiday season at the
Class IX warehouse at Camp Shelby.
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Staff Sgt. Kenny Hatten/Camp Shelby Public Affairs
SEYMOUR IS MY BEST FRIEND... Harley Musgrave, daughter of Tony and Maj.
Deidre Musgrave, Camp Shelby Public Affairs, had a rare opportunity to get a photo
opportunity and some fun time with the University of Southern Mississippi's Golden
Eagle mascot, Seymour, her new best friend during the Military Appreciation Day tick-
et distribution held at Camp Shelby on Nov. 8. Toyota of Hattiesburg and USM were
proud sponsors of this year's Military Appreciation Day Game on Nov. 12, where serv-
ice members and their Families were honored with a tailgating party and free admis-
sion to the football game. 

By DANA ELISE SMITH
CSJFTC Public Affairs

1st Sgt. Barry Parker is a native of
Nettleton and is a member of B
Company, 155th Brigade Special
Troops Battalion, headquartered in
Meridian. 

He is the telecommunications super-
visor for the Directorate of Information
Management at Camp Shelby Joint

Forces Training
Center. 

Parker is respon-
sible for ensuring
the telecommuni-
cations section
provides support to
mobilizing units
by ensuring that
their telephone and
fax lines are oper-
ating properly at
all times.

“I like working
here and I am real-
ly excited that
DOIM has just
received a new
building that is

very nice. The atmosphere here is
great,” said Parker.

He has been serving in the
Mississippi Army National Guard for 25
years and has been mobilized at
CSJFTC for two years.  Parker served
two tours in Iraq. 

When deployed in 2005, Parker
deployed with the 155th Brigade
Combat Team. When he deployed in
2009 with the 155th BSTB, he acted as
the first sergeant for the signal company.

Parker is a graduate of Itawamba
Community College, located in Fulton
and Tupelo, where he earned an associ-
ate degree in engineering in 1998. 

In his spare time, he enjoys being
with his Family, hunting, fishing and
being active in his church, Crosspointe
Fellowship Church.

He is married to his wife, Jennifer and
he has two children; Brady, 15 and Jolie,
11.

1st Sgt. Barry
Parker is the

telecommunications
supervisor for the

Directorate of
Information

Management. 

Parker is
Telecom

Supervisor

FFAAMMIILLYY  CCOORRNNEERR

NEW ADDITIONS... Lt. Col. Edward Ramsey Coutta, Chaplain at CSJFTC, his wife,
Jenny, and son, Micah, 5, pose with two new members of their Family. Fraternal twins,
Jonathon and Eli were born on August 12 in Columbus. Jonathan weighed 6 lbs and
Eli weighed 5 lbs at birth. The Family welcomed them home on August 24. The couple
received the phone call to adopt the twins only one month after Coutta deployed to
Afghanistan last year.  



December 8, 2011 Page 9REVEILLE (CS)

By CMD. SGT. MAJ. STEVEN CHANCELLOR
CSJFTC Command Sergeant Major

R
emember the men and women who
gave the ultimate sacrifice on Dec. 7,
1941. Pearl Harbor Day commemo-

rates the Japanese surprise attack on the U.S.
naval base at Pearl Harbor.

This vicious attack crippled the U.S.
Pacific Fleet, and caused the U.S. to enter
World War II. 

More than 2,400 servicemen and 68 civil-
ians were killed and many were injured that
day. Five of the eight battleships at Pearl
Harbor were sunk or sinking and nearly all
ships were damaged. 

On Dec. 8, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt, in a speech to Congress, stated it
was “a date which will live in infamy.”
Continue to pray for our fellow comrades
who are in harm’s way, as well as for their
Families.

We are beginning to feel the cold weather
here in south Mississippi. 

Do not let the falling temperatures and
fewer daylight hours stop your physical train-
ing, which I encourage you to maintain. 

The biannual APFT is completed, but you
should always continue improving for the
next APFT. 

Running through cold weather improves
energy levels as well as maintains your fit-
ness level.

For those who enjoy working out in the
cold weather climate, ensure that you are tak-
ing necessary precautions to prevent cold
weather injuries. 

Remember to dress in layers, but avoid
overdressing. Protect your hands and feet.
Staying hydrated is a priority. Despite the
cold weather, the body still heats up and loses
fluids through sweat. Cold air also has a dry-
ing effect, which can increase the risk of
dehydration.

Welcome home members of the Army
Reserve 380th Engineer Support Company
out of Greenville and members of the 1-204th
Air Defense Artillery Battalion, Mississippi
Army National Guard. Thank you to each of
you for your dedicated service to our country.

Many of you may be taking some much
needed leave for the holidays. Remember the

holiday season is the most dangerous time of
year for alcohol-related accidents and death. 

More people drink during the holidays due
to parties and other holiday celebrations. I
encourage you to drink responsibly. Always
have a designated driver.

The holidays are also an exciting time of
year for children. Ensure you and your
Family have a safe holiday by taking precau-
tions when decorating with Christmas lights
indoors and outdoors.

The holidays are a time to celebrate, give
thanks and reflect. Spend as much time off
with your Family during this Christmas sea-
son as mission will allow. 

Remember the Soldiers who are away from
home serving in foreign lands defending this
great country during this time of year.

Thank you to all the Soldiers and civilian
personnel for the hard work and dedication
during 2011. 

The mobilization operation certainly would
be impossible without your support. Let’s fin-
ish this year strong!

May God continue to bless you, your
Families and this great nation. 

NCOs lead the way!

Cmd. Sgt. Maj. Chancellor

COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR’S CORNER

‘Tis the season...

By DANA ELISE SMITH
CSJFTC Public Affairs

Glenda Hopkins is currently a resident of
Hattiesburg and is a new senior sales asso-
ciate at the Military Clothing and Sales
Store at Camp Shelby Joint Forces
Training Center.  

Her job requires her to sell store mer-
chandise to our military men and women
who serve our country.  

She assists them in purchasing military
attire and other military equipment.

“Working in the MCSS is a new chal-
lenge for me,” said Hopkins, “However,
the knowledge I am gaining about military
ranks and other things is interesting and
rewarding. I admire the men and women
who dedicate themselves to serve their
country to protect people like me.”

Hopkins is a graduate of Washington
Business School, located in Washington
D.C., where she obtained her certification
as a legal secretary. 

She said her secretarial work experience
fueled her interests in the business field. 

In her spare time she loves to study, read,
write and watch movies. 

“I love movies with a mixture of action-
drama, scientific-suspense and stories that
builds faith, hope and love, etc. in trying
times. I really enjoy watching movies with
strong women’s roles with actresses who
played their characters as raw as they
could,” Hopkins said.

Some of her favorite films include
“Salt,” “Imp Man” and “Mr. & Mrs.
Smith.” 

She also enjoys listening to many genres
of music including gospel, jazz, classical,
“Old School” and R&B.

As for her future, Hopkins hopes to
return to school to obtain a degree in busi-
ness and one day have her own Family. 

Hopkins is the newest member of
Camp Shelby’s MCSS sales team

Dana Elise Smith/CSJFTC Public Affairs
CIVILIAN PROFILE... Glenda Hopkins is a new
senior sales associate at the Military Clothing and
Sales Store at Camp Shelby Joint Forces Training
Center.
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Studio 115 Concert
The University of Southern

Mississippi Department of
Theatre and Dance will present
the fall Studio 115 Dance
Concert at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 8-10
and 2 p.m. Dec. 10 in the
Theatre and Dance Building.
This concert will feature the
boldly creative works of six stu-
dent choreographers and asso-
ciate department chair Stacy
Reischman Fletcher.
“A free post-concert discussion
with the choreographers and
performers will be held
Thursday, Dec. 8. General
admission is $5 and can be pur-
chased at the door. Seating is
limited. For more information
about the dance program at
Southern Miss, visit
http://www.usm.edu/theatre/dan
ce.php

Princess & Dragon
William Carey University

Theatre will present the original
children's show, "The Princess
and The Dragon," at 7 p.m. Dec.
8-9 and 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Dec.
10 in the Joe and Virginia Tatum
Theatre in Hattiesburg. Tickets
are $5 for general admission.
Reservations can be made by
calling 601-318-6221. Box office
open Mon.-Fri., 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
beginning Dec. 5.

Winter Wonderland
Wintery visions are in store

for your family with the Winter
Wonderland events in
Downtown Hattiesburg on Dec.
9-10. Presented by Forrest
General, Winter Wonderland
combines musical entertainment
and festive activities for every
child – young and old. The
Winter Wonderland Concert will
be held at the Saenger Theater
oat 7:30 p.m Friday, Dec. 9, and
again at 2 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
10. Following the Saturday mati-
nee, enjoy the sights and
sounds of the annual Holiday Art
Walk throughout Downtown
Hattiesburg. Tickets for the con-
cert are $19/$22 for adults, and
$11/$13 for youth.

5K Run for Hunger
Heritage United Methodist

Church is sponsoring a 5k Run
for Hunger at Bellegrass subdivi-
son at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, Dec.
10. All proceeds purchase food
for the Stop Hunger Now feeding
program. At 11 a.m., lunch will
be served at the church for race
and food packaging participants,
who will be packing 20,000 Stop
Hunger Now meals in the fellow-
ship hall from 12:30-2:30.

Gospel Sing
A gospel sing is set for 6:30

p.m. Saturday, Dec. 10, at
Sanford Community Center fea-
turing Hosanna, Jerry & Jackie
McRaney and the Faithway
Singers. Free admission, but a
love offering will be taken. The
community center is located at
663 Old Hwy. 49, Sanford. FOr
more information, call 601-765-
6485.

Glory of Christmas
The Main Street Baptist

Church Sanctuary Choir,
orchestra and keyboards will
host their annual presntation of
‘The Glory of Christmas’ at 3
p.m. Dec. 11. Each year this
presentation features fresh new
arrangements of traditional car-
ols as well as selections of
newer carols and Christmas
favorites presented by the choir,
orchestra and a quartet of some
of the most talented keyboard
musicians in the community. 

A brief Christmas meditation
by church pastor Dr. Jon
Stubblefield and a retelling of
the Christmas story through
song and scripture culminate the
service.  A nursery is provided
for ages three and under.  The
church, located on highway 98
across from Wesley Medical
Center and behind Community
Bank.

Magnificat
The exquisite music of

‘Magnificat’ by John Rutter will
be performed by the Westmin-
ster Presbyterian Church chan-
cel choir, along with a 15-piece
orchestra at 7 p.m. Thursday,
Dec. 15, in the church sanctuary.

Special guest soloist is Jennifer
Hart. Free to the public. 

Christmas
Celebration

Temple Baptist Church
Celebration Choir and orchestra
will present a Christmas
Celebration at 7 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 10, and again at 7 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 11. 

The presentation will include
the Christmas story told through
music and narration, complete
with live animals. From 6-7 each
evening, there will be compli-
mentary spiced cider and sea-
sonal music in the Grand Foyer.
Donations of non-perishable
food items will be collected for
distribution by the Salvation
Army. Complimentary tickets
available at The Oasis
Bookstore & Café at Temple. or
on-line at www.tbclife.net. The
church is located on Old Hwy. 11
in Oak Grove, next to Oak Grove
High School.

OGUMC program
Oak Grove United Methodist

Church children's choirs will
present “The Gift of Love: An
Old- Fashioned Christmas
Pageant’ at 6:30 p.m. Dec. 14 in
the church sanctuary. The pro-
duction will include the Lambs
Choir (Pre K) and Shepherds
Choir (Lower and uperper ele-
mentary). The public is invited to
attend. The Lambs Choir is
under the direction of Theresa
Scardino and the Shepherds
Choir is directed by B.J. Mathias
with Lauren Butzlaff as assistant
director. The church is located at
the intersection of Old Hwy. 11
and Hwy. 24 in Oak Grove.

Christmas Concert
Critically-acclaimed pianist

David Troy Frances will be in
concert at 5 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
18, at Heritage United Methodist
Church. This is a no
admission/donate what you can
afford event. Doors open at 4
p.m. The church is located at
Hwy. 98 West and Baracuda
Drive, Hattiesburg. For more
information, contact the church
office, 601-261-3371.

Holiday Classics
Your favorite classic holiday

movies are returning to the big
screen! Enjoy the classics just
like they did in 1929 in the his-
toric setting of the Saenger
Theater. Catch a showing of a
classic movie each day during
the week of Dec. 19-22. For only
$2 per person, you can usher in
the Christmas spirit with your
entire family. Classic films that
will be shown include Miracle on
34th Street, A Christmas Carol,
It’s a Wonderful Life and How
the Grinch Stole Christmas.
Special holiday concessions will
also be available in the Saenger
lobby.

Old School Sing
The first South Mississippi

“Old School” Sing, an afternoon
of hymn singing in the Piney
Woods, will be held from noon-3
p.m. Dec. 30 at Ideal Primitive
Baptist Church in Petal. A con-
gregational "a cappella" sing-
along with fellowship and short
features on the history of old
school singing in the South will
be presented. All who love the
old paths are welcome to attend.
For more information, contact
Anthony A. Mozingo, (tony-
mozingo@yahoo.com). The
church is located at 419 North
Main Street, Petal. 

JORT Auditions
Just Over the Rainbow

Theatre announces upcoming
auditions for the season’s third
show, The Ladies of Harmony,
written by Ron Hill. In this new
award-winning comedy, the
audience will spend time in the
fellowship hall of Harmony
Church with the ladies of the
Kitchen Committee as they plan
a funeral dinner for a recently
deceased, and thoroughly
detested, member of the congre-
gation. The more coffee they
drink, the more freely the talk
flows as we learn the secrets of
everyone in town, including the
ladies of Harmony. Auditions for
six female roles of assorted
ages are set for 7 p.m. Jan. 16-
17 at The Arts & Humanities
Complex, 120 S. George Street
in Petal. For more information,
JORTonline.org or 601-520-
2666.

At the library...
HATTIESBURG, PETAL,

FORREST COUNTY
LIBRARIES:

� Petal Library Storytime
(714 S. Main Street). Join us for
stories, songs, fingerplays,
activities, and fun! For children
ages 2-5 years old. Thursdays at
10 a.m. 

Call Melanie Tucker at 601-
582-4461 for more information.

OAK GROVE LIBRARY
DECEMBER EVENTS

The Library will be closed
Dec. 23, 24, and 26 (Friday,
Saturday, and Monday); as well
as, December 30, 31, and
January 2 (Friday, Saturday, and
Monday).

• Family Story Times,
Wednesdays and Thursdays in
December. No Family Story
Time on Dec. 28-29

• Santa at the Library! Please
stop by from 1-3 p.m. Thursday,
Dec. 8 and have a visit with
Santa! We will also be taking
pictures, so be ready! Pictures
from this event will be ready the
following Friday.

• Enjoy a Christmas type
movie with your Family at the
Library, 5 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 8;
Thursday, Dec. 15; and
Thursday, Dec. 22. A different
movie each Thursday

• Food Group Book Club, 6
p.m. Monday, Dec. 12. Group
party, no rules, bring dood to
share

• Umpteenth Annual Ginger-
bread House Building Contest,
5:30-6:30 p.m.  Tuesday, Dec.
13. Space is limited, so register
NOW at the library. Registration
ends Dec. 10. We’ll supply frost-
ing, you supply graham crack-
ers, and candy to share.

• After School Craft, 4 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 16, Christmas cook-
ie decorating

• Daytime Book Club with
Judy, 2 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 20,
discussing “The Christmas
Sweater” by Glenn Beck

•Scrabble at the Library, 5:45
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 29, bring
food and come ready for
Scrabble!

Forrest Multipurpose
� Dec. 3 –  Fight Force

International Cagefighting.
Come out and watch the action
of 15 individual fights in this
Fight Force International event.
All ages welcome. For tickets
call 228-669-8700. For more
information visit Fightforce.org.

� Dec. 9-11, – AQHA Holiday
Classic Show. This is the
American Quarter Horse
Associations Holiday Classic
Horse Show. Many classes and
events will be held on the com-
plex grounds showing why this is
America’s #1 breed. For more
information call 601-583-7500.

� Dec. 17 – Youth Challenge
Graduation. This is the gradua-
tion of all the students from
Camp Shelby’s Youth Challenge
Program. It will take place in the
main arena. 

� Dec. 29-Jan. 2, 2012 – New
Year’s Fun Run Barrel Race.
This will be the first Barrel Race
of the new year for Down South
Pro Productions and one of the
largest. Come out and see some
the the fastest barrel racers
around compete for the top
prize. For more information visit
Downsouthpro.com

@
calendar

Email your event to:
beth@hubcityspokes.com

By STAFF SGT. KENNY HATTEN
Camp Shelby Public Affairs

The Alabama and Central Gulf Region
Biomedical Services of the American Red
Cross staged a blood collection drive at
Camp Shelby Joint Forces Training Center
on Nov.22.

“We need so many units a day, so we
always come out with goals that we try to
meet or exceed,” said Team Supervisor
Sally Smith. “Hospitals depend on the
blood we collect, which helps prevent sur-

geries and other procedures from being
postponed due to lack of available blood
supplies.”

The team collected 20 productive units
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. toward their goal of
21, and Smith said that each donation helps
three people. 

There is always a demand for blood in
the central Gulf Coast area, she said, and it
goes wherever it is needed. 

“We’ve had a great response,” said
Smith, “and we really appreciate every-
one’s donation.”

BLOOD DRIVE... Marsha Livingston, of the American Red Cross Blood Services, prepares to remove
the blood drawing equipment from donor Spc. George Wood, of Camp Shelby’s Directorate of
Logistics Maintenance, during a blood drive here on Nov. 22.

Blood drive deemed a success
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The Main Street Baptist
Church Sanctuary Choir,
orchestra and keyboards will
host their annual presentation of
‘The Glory of Christmas’ at 3
p.m. Dec. 11.

Each year this presentation
features fresh new arrange-
ments of traditional carols as
well as selections of newer car-
ols and Christmas favorites pre-
sented by the choir, orchestra
and a quartet of some of the
most talented keyboard musi-
cians in the community. 

A brief Christmas meditation
by church pastor Dr. Jon
Stubblefield and a retelling of
the Christmas story through
song and scripture culminate
the service.  A nursery is provid-
ed for ages three and under.

The church, located on high-
way 98 across from Wesley
Medical Center and behind
Community Bank.

Main Street Baptist
presents “Glory”

Temple Baptist choir
orchestra event

The Lucile Parker Art Gallery
at William Carey University host-
ed a reception Dec. 1 to cele-
brate the opening of the exhibit
"A Lifetime of Landscapes:
Paintings by Myra Meade." The
exhibit, which is on display
through Dec. 13, features the
work of a seasoned artist.

Meade, an adjunct professor
of painting and art education at
WCU, has been a painter in the
Hattiesburg community for more
than 40 years. In addition to
teaching at Carey, Meade has
taught ceramics at Hattiesburg
High School, and art classes at
Oak Grove Elementary School
and Jones County Junior
College.

Growing up in Chattanooga,
Tenn., Meade spent many years
exploring the landscapes around
her, and for over 50 years, has
explored the metaphor of land-
scape painting. This exhibition
presents her love for the sub-
tleties of light and color as she
revisits common themes in her
work, such as trees along a path
through the woods and a distinct
view of the mountains.

"Many of the paintings feel
abstract, where the landscape
forms clearly into an inhabitable
space one minute and disap-
pears into an infinite abyss of
beautiful color the next," said
Chatham Meade Kemp, curator
of the Lucille Parker Gallery.
"The paintings seem to invite the
viewer to see the landscape as
an opportunity for painting and
not the other way around. I think
this is one of the best exhibits we
have had in the Lucile Parker
Gallery, even if the artwork was
made by my mother."

The exhibit is open to the pub-
lic free of charge. The gallery is
open Monday through Friday
from 1 - 4 p.m., or by appoint-
ment (601) 318 - 6192.     

Meade landscapes
exhibit to hang, WCU

WCU to present The
Princess & Dragon

William Carey University
Theatre will present the original
children's show, "The Princess
and The Dragon," at 7 p.m. Dec.
8-9 and 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Dec.
10 in the Joe and Virginia Tatum
Theatre in Hattiesburg.

"The Princess and The
Dragon" is an original puppet
play, written by WCU theatre fac-
ulty member Dewey Douglas,
which features student-designed
puppets that will be manipulated
by actors on the stage.

"These are not the type of
hand-in-sock puppets that hide
behind a cut-out screen," said
Douglas. "Some of these are
pretty large for puppets. Each
actor brings their character to life
and having designed and built
them themselves, have created a
symbiotic relationship that the
audience will witness and enjoy."

Tickets are $5 for general

Westminster to
perform Magnificat

From the festively decorated
sanctuary of Westminster Pres-
byterian Church, music from
John Rutter’s “Magnificat” will be
played by violins, flutes, and
french horns, among other
instruments. The performers
include the Westminster Chan-
cel Choir, a 15-piece orchestra,
and soloist Jennifer Hart, all
under the direction of Dr. Connie
Roberts, choir director at
Westminster as well as profes-
sor of music at William Carey
University.  

The performance is set for  7
p.m. Dec. 15 and is free .
Childcare will be provided, and a
reception will be held after the
performance.

Magnificat was composed in
1990 and named after the
Magnificat, or Song of Mary,
which was a canticle frequently
sung liturgically in Christian
church services. Composer John
Rutter was born in London in
1945, studied music at Clare
College, Cambridge, and wrote
his first published compositions
and conducted his first recording
while still a student. His larger
choral works, including Requiem
and Magnificat, have been per-
formed throughout the world.

Christmas Celebration
Temple Baptist Church

Celebration Choir and orchestra
will present a Christmas
Celebration at 7 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 10, and again at 7 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 11. The presenta-
tion will include the Christmas
story told through music and nar-
ration, complete with live ani-
mals. From 6-7 each evening,
there will be complimentary
spiced cider and seasonal music
in the Grand Foyer. Donations of
non-perishable food items will be
collected for distribution by the
Salvation Army. Complimentary
tickets available at The Oasis
Bookstore & Café at Temple. or
on-line at www.tbclife.net. The
church is located on Old Hwy. 11
in Oak Grove, next to Oak Grove
High School.

Studio 115 Dance
Concert Dec. 8-10

University of Southern
Mississippi Department of
Theatre and Dance will present
the fall Studio 115 Dance
Concert at 7:30 p.m.  Dec. 8-10
and 2 p.m. Dec. 10 in the
Theatre and Dance Building.
This concert will feature the
boldly creative works of six stu-
dent choreographers and asso-
ciate department chair Stacy
Reischman Fletcher.

Each work is especially craft-
ed for the intimate space, allow-
ing the audience to have an up-
close view of the dancers and
get a glimpse into seven unique
and creative takes on dance
making.

Featured in the concert is a
whimsically mysterious duet, an
abstracted reflection of the
events of 9/11, and two trios that
showcase the skillful musicality
of the performers. 

A free post-concert discussion
with the choreographers and
performers will be held
Thursday, Dec. 8. General
admission is $5 and can be pur-
chased at the door. Seating is
limited. For more information
about the dance program at
Southern Miss, visit http://www.-
usm.edu/theatre/dance.php

On the weekend prior to Christmas
and 119 years to the day of its pre-
miere at the Mariinsky Theatre in St.
Petersburg, Russia, South Mississippi
Ballet Theater in Hattiesburg will
present the much-loved holiday clas-
sic, The Nutcracker.

Performances are set for 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 16, 2:30 and 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 17, and 2:30 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 18, at the Mannoni
Performing Arts Center on the
University of Southern Mississippi
campus and will feature guest artist
Dmitry Kanibolotskiy.

This year a Sugarplum Fairy Tea
has been added to the weekend’s per-
formances and will be held from
12:30-2 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 18, in
USM’s Thad Cochran Center Grand
Ballroom. Making guest appearances
in full costume will be the Sugarplum
Fairy, Snow Queen, DewDrop and
Clara. During the tea, DewDrop will
read “The Nutcracker” to those in
attendance, which includes lunch and
the afternoon performance. The char-
acters will also be available for pho-
tographs and have ballet cards which
they can autograph for guests. Silent
auction items will also be available,
as well as boutique items. 

And so another holiday season
rolls around and with it the holiday
ballet favorite, The Nutcracker. But if
you saw it last year or the year before
and see no need in purchasing tickets
for this year’s performance, think
again.

This year’s Nutcracker production
is like none you’ve ever seen before.
No, really, it’s not. Just ask Katya and
Akadily Orochovsky, owners of
South Mississippi Ballet Theater and
accomplished ballet stars in their own
right, who have choreographed the
entire two-hour show (about 1:40
with a 15-minute intermission).

“We never do the same Nutcracker
twice,” Katya said. “It’s always dif-
ferent. You never know what you’re
going to see. One year we may not
have a Sugar Plum Fairy or we have
a Big Clara and a Little Clara. This
year’s performance is totally differ-
ent from last year. This year we
added lambs and butterflies.” But
from year-to-year that’s what makes
it fun and keeps it fresh.

“There is no standard version any-
more,” Katya said. “The original
Nutcracker has been lost to history.
We work with the talent we have and
make the choreography work for who
is here. But that’s O.K. We utilitize
the talents of each individually. If the

dancers aren’t as mature, then we
simplify things and don’t do choreog-
raphy above their heads. But you’ll
still see a quality performance.”

Open auditions for this year’s per-
formance were held in August and
rehearsals started in mid-September
for those who tried out for this year’s
performance. “Auditions were open
to all schools for children ages 5 and
up,” said Arkadiy. “Lots of schools
sent children and no one went away
disappointed. Everyone who audi-
tioned was cast in a role.”

“It didn’t matter if they had experi-
ence or not,” said Katya. “We teach
them everything they need to know.”

The couple describes this year’s
performance as a very “child friendly
performance, but you can still expect
it to be high quality.”

This year’s 67 participants come
from Picayune, McComb, Collins,
Columbia, Petal and Richton, and

includes only six boys. 
Also new for this year will be the

backdrops.
“They are beautiful sets,” said

Katya and the same ones that will be
used by Colorado Ballet in Denver
where Akadily will be a guest per-
former.

“The director is a good friend of
ours so Akadily will be bringing them
back with him,” Katya said.  New
props include a sleigh and Mother
Ginger. 

There will also be new costumes
for the party scenes, as well as new
Arabian, Chinese, Mirliton, lamb and
butterfly costumes 

Dmitry Kanibolotskiy will once
again perform with the ballet as a
guest artist. Kanibolotskiy most
recently was seen in their production
of Dracula last fall. He will play the
part of an Arabian as well as
Drosselmeyer.

The Nutcracker
Holiday favorite
returns Dec. 16-

18 to USM’s
Mannoni PAC

Artie Rawls Photography
Twelve-year-old Victoria Strickland plays Clara in South Mississippi Ballet Theatre’s pro-
duction of The Nutcracker.

As the hustle and bustle of the hol-
iday season continues to take hold,
and you cringe at another wreath,
bow, ringing bell, and it all begins to
take its toll, Downtown Hattiesburg
throws out an SOS. The nerves are
calmed, the body fed, and you’re off
to shop another day.

Yes, SOS, Sounds of the Season,
the annual noontime mini-concerts
at restaurants in Downtown Hatties-
burg, comes to your aid. These mini-
mood minders feature faculty and
students from William Carey

University to provide the music with
your lunch at your favorite down-
town restaurant.

Each Tuesday and Thursday
through Dec. 15, musicians and
vocalists from WCU will be in dif-
ferent downtown restaurants accord-
ing to the schedule.  

The program is presented by the
Historic Hatties-burg Downtown
Association.

Coordinating the performers from
William Carey is Dr. Mark Malone,
Coordinator of Music Education, in

the Winters School of Music, at
William Carey.

Week Two - Dec. 8 - Carpenter's
Wood Vocal Ensemble, 206 Front;
Brandon Hayes, baritone, Mark
Malone, piano; Hub City Diner,
WCU Guitar Ensemble.

Week Three - Bottling Company,
Dec. 13,  WCU Chapel Choir, Dec.
15, WCU Jazz Combo; brown-
stone's, Dec. 13, Brandon Hayes,
baritone,  Mark Malone, piano,
Dec.15, Brandon Hayes, baritone,
Mark Malone, piano.

Sounds of Season continues noontime offerings

admission. Reservations can be
made by calling 601-318-6221.
Box office open Mon.-Fri., 1 p.m.
- 4 p.m. beginning Dec. 5.

Send your calendar
listings to 

beth@hubcityspokes.com
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CatsByFrancy.com Himalayan, Persian
& Ragdoll Cats & Kittens, $200 up.
Registered, Shots, Trained, Supplies &
Guaranteed. 337-230-3150.

2001 Lexus LX 470, auto, air, power,
leather, power sunroof, $15,995. 866-
999-9241.

2008 Toyota Prius, auto, air, power,
$18,995. 866-999-9241.

2007 Honda Pilot EXL, auto, air, power,
Leather. $17,995. 866-999-9241.

2011 Ford Focus, auto, air, power.
$17,995. 866-999-9241.

2008 Nissan Altima, auto, air, power,
$17,995. 866-999-9241.

1984 Mercedes 380 SL, auto, air,
power, $8,995. 866-999-9241.

2011 Kia Soul, auto, air, power,
$19,995. 866-999-9241.

2007 Chevrolet Impala, auto, air, power,
$12,995. 866-999-9241.

2009 Hyundai Accent, 4dr, auto, air,
$10,995. 866-999-9241.

2004 Chevrolet Impala, auto, air, power,
$8,995. 866-999-9241.

2010 Volkswagon Jetta TDI, auto, air,
power, $21,995. 866-999-9241.

2006 Acura RL, auto, air, power, leather,
sunroof, $18,995. 866-999-9241.

2004 BMW 545l, auto, air, power,
$15,995. 866-999-9241.

2011 Kia Optima, auto, power, air,
$18,995. 866-999-9241.

2007 Honda Civic EX, auto, air, power,
$12,995. 866-999-9241.

2004 Toyota Camry SE, auto, air, power,
Leather, power sunroof, $8,995. 866-
999-9241.

Petal Village, Nice, 2br, 11/2ba, Townhome
style, $650 month for 1 year lease. $675
month for six month lease. 601-544-2885.
www.craftbrosinvestments.com.

Cameron East Petal 2br/1ba with
washer/dryer hook-ups. Well man-
aged, quiet complex. $450 plus $400
deposit. 601-544-2885. www.craft-
brosinvestments.com.

Woodridge Apts-Petal 1000 SQ. FT, 2
Bedroom, 2 Full Baths with Premium
Amenities. Washer/dryer furnished. 1 year
lease. $700 plus $500 deposit. 601-544-
2885. www.craftbrosinvestments.com.

Heartwood Place Apartments, Richburg
area, 1200sq.ft, 2br, 2 full bath. Very
Nice! $750/month plus $500/deposit.
601-544-2885.

Office Building: 600-700 sq.ft., 103B Ford
Drive, Petal. 601-582-4523. 601-520-3356.

New Duplex Apartments: Burger Road,
Petal. 2br, 2ba, Appliances furnished.
$800/monthly, $500/deposit. Utilities
paid by tenant. No Pets. 601-583-6963.

Receptionist/admin assistant position
available at established construction
Management/real estate development
firm. Flexible 30 hour Monday through
Friday work week. An excellent opportu-
nity for advancement for the right per-
son. Please send your resume to
jjwalls333@gmail.com.

Piano Lessons and Voice Lessons:
Music Performance Studio. Beginner-
advanced voice and piano lessons.
Adult fast-start piano. Teacher with over
30 years experience college teaching-
performance. 601-554-6550.

2010 Harley Davidson Sportster.
$8,995. 866-999-9241.

2010 Harley Davidson Ultra Classic
FLHTCU 96 V-Twin, Blue, 6-speed with
cruise, ABS, 7,700 miles, $20,500.
Garage stored. 601-549-1969.

2006 Ford F350, Crew cab, Diesel, 4wd,
Leather, real clean, $21,995. Sell or
Trade! 601-520-0418, 601-544-8354.

2007 Chevrolet Extended Cab, 4dr,
2wd, 62,000 miles, extra clean,
$13,300. Sell or Trade! 601-520-0418,
601-544-8354.

2006 Dodge , 4dr, 4wd, all power,
$13,500. Sell or Trade! 601-520-0418.
601-544-8354. 

2007 Chevy Z71 Crewcab, Forest
Green, $14,995. Sell or Trade! 601-520-
0418, 601-544-8354.

1996 GMC Suburban, all power, 3rd row
seat, $3,650. Sell or Trade! 601-520-
0418, 601-544-8354.

1998 Crew Cab Chevrolet 3500, Single
Wheel, 4wd, $3,900. Sell or Trade! 601-
520-0418, 601-544-8354.

2004 Chevrolet Ext. Cab Z71, Stepside
bed, 83,000 miles, $11,395. Sell or
Trade! 601-520-0418, 601-544-8354.

2006 Toyota Tundra Crew Cab, 4wd, Lift
kit, Leather interior, Moon roof, $16,895.
Sell or Trade! 601-520-0418, 601-544-
8354. 

2008 Toyota Tundra Dcab, auto, air,
power. $16,995. 866-999-9241.

2007 Chevrolet Equinox, auto, air,
power, $14,995. 866-999-9241.

2006 Ford Escape, auto, air, power,
power sunroof, Leather, $9,995. 866-
999-9241.

2006 Toyota Rav 4, auto, air, power,
$13,995. 866-999-9241.

2008 Ford Escape, auto, air, power,
$12,995. 866-999-9241.

2001 Toyota Highlander AWD, auto, air,
power, power sunroof, $9,995. 866-999-
9241.

2009 Dodge Ram 1500 SLT, 4x4, auto,
air, power, $24,995. 866-999-9241.

2008 Chevrolet Silverado Z-71, auto,
air, power, $18,995. 866-999-9241.

Steel Buildings: 4 only 2(25x30),
30x42, 45x82, 50x100. Must Move
Now! Will Sell For Balance Owed. Still
Crated Free Delivery! 1-800-321-0174
x114.

2010 80 Hammerhead Go/Kart. Great
condition, bought new Spring 2010,
adjustable seats, allows Children and
Adults to drive. Paid $1,500 asking
$875. 601-549-4844. 601-549-0752.

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for hands
on Aviation Career. FAA approved pro-
gram.  Financial aid if qualified - Job
placement assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-455-4317.

ALLIED HEALTH career training.
Attend college 100% online. Job
placement assistance. Computer
available. Financial aid if qualified.
SCHEV certified. Call 800-481-9409.
www.CenturaOnline.com

EARN COLLEGE DEGREE ONLINE.
*Medical *Business *Criminal Justice.
Job placement assistance.   Computer
available.  Financial Aid if qualified.
SCHEV certified. Call 888-899-6914.
www.CenturaOnline.com

DRIVERS-Class A-CDL Holders
Needed in the Columbia, Meridian,
Roxie, Taylorsville, Vicksburg and
Yazoo City areas. Home daily, paid by
load. Paid orientation, benefits and
bonuses. Forest Products
Transportation. 800-925-5556.

SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
and refresher classes start every Monday.
Financing available for those who qualify,
jobs available now! Call 1-877-285-8621
Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.

FREE Foreclosure Listings. Over 400,000
properties nationwide. LOW Down
Payment. Call NOW! 1-800-860-1332. 

HUGE PUBLIC AUCTION. 250+
Travel Trailers, Camp Models, Modular
Cottages. NO MINIMUM PRICE!
Online bidding available. Saturday,
December 10 @ 10 am, Carencro, LA.
www.HendersonAuctions.com. 225-
686-2252. Lic # 136.

DIVORCE with or without Children
$125.  Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. FREE
information. SAVE hundreds.  Fast
and easy. Call 1-888-789-0198 24/7.

PUBLIC NOTICE  
LAMAR COUNTY

Paul M. Craig  will be applying for a
full pardon 30 day from this posting for
the crime of Conspiracy to sell a con-
trolled substance committed September
29th 1983, charged in this county and
has lived a law abiding life since the
crime, forgiveness is sought.  If there
are abjections to the granting of this par-
don, please contact the Governor’s
office by phone at (601) 359-3150.

Publish Dates: 
11/10/11, 11/17/11, 
11/24/11, 12/01/11, 
12/08/11, 12/15/11

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
COUNTY OF LAMAR

SUBSTITUTED TRUSTEE’S 
NOTICE OF SALE

WHEREAS, on February 4, 2009,
Troy Built Homes, LLC,  as Grantor,
executed a Deed of Trust to Don O.

Rogers, III, as Trustee, for the benefit of
The Citizens National Bank of Meridian,
on the real estate hereinafter described,
which Deed of Trust secures an indebted-
ness therein described as well as any
additional and future advances and which
Deed of Trust was filed for record in the
office of the Chancery Clerk of Lamar
County, Mississippi and appears of
record in said office in Land Deed of Trust
Book 1155, commencing at page 626; 

WHEREAS, The Citizens National
Bank of Meridian, by instrument dated
June 27, 2011, and filed for record on
July 5, 2011, in the office of the
Chancery Clerk of Lamar County,
Mississippi, and appearing in said office
in Land Deed of Trust Book 1282, com-
mencing at Page 455, appointed the
undersigned as Substituted Trustee in
the place and stead of the original
Trustee in said Deed of Trust; 

WHEREAS, an Order Authorizing
Plaintiff (The Citizens National Bank of
Meridian) to Proceed With Foreclosure
was rendered by the Chancery Court of
Lamar County, Mississippi, on November
8, 2011, in Cause No. 2011-0389-GN-G
directing the Substituted Trustee, S. Joel
Johnson, to proceed with a foreclosure
sale regarding the Deed of Trust
described hereinabove; and

WHEREAS, default has been made
in the payment of the indebtedness
secured by said Deed of Trust, and the
holder has declared the full amount due
and owing and has requested the
undersigned Substituted Trustee to
foreclose said Deed of Trust for the pur-
pose of paying the sums due thereun-
der, together with attorney’s fees, sub-
stitute trustee’s fees and expenses of
sale, or as much thereof as said sale
brings; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, S. Joel
Johnson, Substituted Trustee in said
Deed of Trust, will offer for sale, and will
sell, on Friday, December 9, 2011,
between the legal hours of 11:00 o’clock
A. M. and 4:00 o’clock P.M., at public out-
cry and auction to the highest bidder, for
cash, at the main front door of the William
J. Gamble, III Chancery  Building, located
at 403 Main Street, in the City of  Purvis,
County of Lamar, State of Mississippi, the
following described real property situated
in Lamar County, Mississippi, to-wit: Lots
B-7 and B-8 of Bridgefield Gardens as
per the official map or plat thereof on file
in the office of the Chancery Clerk of
Lamar County, Mississippi, in Plat Book
3, Page 238, Slide 302; and being part of
the S 1/2 of Section 11, Township 4 North,
Range 15 West, Lamar County,
Mississippi, together with all improve-
ments thereon and appurtenances there-
unto belonging.

I will convey only such title as is vest-
ed in me as Substituted Trustee by and
in said Deed of Trust.

WITNESS MY SIGNATURE on this,
the 11th day of November, A. D., 2011.

/s/ S. Joel Johnson
S. JOEL JOHNSON, 
Substituted Trustee

Publish Dates: 
11/17/11, 11/24/11, 
12/01/11, 12/08/11

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF
LAMAR COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

ESTATE OF EDWARD LEO
CAMERON, DECEASED   

CAUSE NO. 2011-0114-PR-W
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Letters of Administration having

been issued by the Chancery Clerk of
Lamar County, Mississippi, on the
12th day of October, 2011, to the
undersigned as Administrator of the
Estate of Edward Leo Cameron,
deceased, Cause No. 2011-0114-PR-
W, in said Court, notice is hereby given
to all persons having claims against
the Estate of Edward Leo Cameron,
deceased, to have the same probated
and registered by the Clerk of the
Chancery Court of the date of first pub-
lication hereof, and that the failure to
probate and register any such claim
within said ninety (90) day period will
forever bar the same.  

This the 17thth day of November,
2011.

Troy A. McFarland  
SWORN AND SUBSCRIBED 

BEFORE ME, this the 17th 
day of November, 2011.

Stephen Stewart 
Notary Public

My Commission Expires:  
12/15/2012

Publish Dates: 11/24/11, 
12/01/11, 12/08/11

NOTICE OF ADVERTISEMENT
LAMAR COUNTY

CAUSE 5307

William Allison Mayo will be apply-
ing for a full Pardon 30 days from this
Posting for the crime of Burglary
charged in this County for which he
was sentenced to 8 years to run con-
currently. He has lived a law abiding
life since the crimes. Forgiveness is
sought. If there are objections to the
granting of this Pardon, please contact
the Parole Board at 601-576-3520 or
fax 601-576-3528.

Publish Dates: 
11/24/11, 12/01/11, 
12/08/11, 12/15/11
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PUZZLES Thursday, December 8, 2011

This Week’s ANSWERS
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COMICS Thursday, December 8, 2011

Out on a Limb by Gary Kopervas

Fort Knox by Paul Jon

R.F.D. by Mike Marland

They’ll Do It Every Time by Al Scaduto
Mama’s Boyz by Jerry Craft

Amber Waves by Dave T. Phipps

Beetle Bailey by Mort, Greg and Brian Walker
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By SGT. 1st CLASS
CECIL WILSON

CSJFTC Safety Office

The holidays should be a
magical time for everyone.
Yet each year people find
their way to hospital emer-
gency rooms for treatment. 

Last year about 8,700 peo-
ple were treated for injuries
such as falls, fractures, cuts
and shocks, all related to hol-
iday lights, decorations and
Christmas trees. Just in case
you forgot, Santa doesn’t do
plaster casts. 

Let’s keep the season
merry with this list of safety
tips:

Light Up Your Tree
– Not Your House:
� When purchasing an

artificial tree, look for the
label “Fire Resistant”.
Although this label does not
mean the tree won’t catch
fire, it does indicate the tree
will resist burning and
should be extinguished
quickly.
� When purchasing a live

tree, check for freshness. A
fresh tree is green, needles
are hard to pull from the
branches and when bent
between your fingers, nee-
dles do not break. The trunk
stub of a fresh tree is sticky
with resin, and when tapped
on the ground, the tree
should not lose many nee-
dles.
� When setting up a tree

at home, place it away from
fireplaces and heat sources,
because heated rooms dry
live trees out faster. Be sure
to keep the tree stand filled
with water.  Place the tree
out of the way of traffic and
do not block doorways.
� Cut a few inches off the

trunk of your tree to expose
the fresh wood. This allows
for better water absorption
and will help to keep your
tree from drying out and

becoming a fire hazard.
� Use only noncom-

bustible or flame-resistant
materials to trim a tree.
Choose tinsel or artificial ici-
cles of plastic or nonleaded
metals. Leaded materials are
hazardous if ingested by
children.
� Never use lighted can-

dles on a tree or near other
evergreens. Always use non-
flammable holders and place
candles out of the reach of
children.
� Take special care to

avoid decorations that are
sharp or breakable, keep
trimmings with small remov-
able parts out of the reach of
children to avoid a child
swallowing small pieces.
Avoid trimmings that resem-
ble candy or food which may
tempt a child to eat them.
� Indoors or outside,

always use lights that have
been tested for safety by a
recognized testing laborato-
ry.
� Check each set of lights,

new or old, for broken or
cracked sockets, frayed or
bare wires, or loose connec-
tions. Throw out damaged
sets. Use no more than three
standard-size sets of lights
per single extension cord.
Avoid daisy-chaining exten-
sion cords or overloading
power strips to prevent a
house fire.
� Never use electric lights

on a metallic tree. The tree
can become charged with
electricity from faulty lights
and a person touching a
branch could be electrocut-
ed.
� Before using lights out-

doors, check the label to be
sure they have been certified
for outdoor use. Fasten out-
door lights securely to trees,
house walls or other firm
supports to protect the lights
from wind damage. Use
insulated staples to hold
strings in place, not nails or

tacks. Plug all outdoor elec-
tric decorations into circuits
with ground fault circuit
interrupters to avoid poten-
tial shock.
� Turn off all lights when

you go to bed or leave the
house.

Friendlier Fireplaces:
� Have your fire place

inspected and cleaned peri-
odically. Santa likes a clean
chimney – so do we. The
best time to clean your chim-
ney is at the start of the win-
ter season, before you begin
using your fireplace. 
� Use care with “fire

salts”. Fire salts produce col-
ored flames when thrown on
wood fires.  They contain
heavy metals that can cause
intense gastrointestinal irri-
tation and vomiting if eaten.
Keep them away from small
children.
� Do not burn wrapping

paper in fireplaces. A flash
fire may result as wrappings
ignite suddenly and burn
intensely.
� Before lighting any fire,

remove all greenery, bows,
paper, and other decorations
from the fireplace area.  
� Another important note

– check to make sure the flue
of the chimney is open in the
fire place.

Holiday Driving:
� Only Santa has a magi-

cal vehicle – don’t drink and
drive, don’t text and drive –
enough said.

As always, Christmas is
best enjoyed at home, not in
the hospital. The best gift
you can give your Family is
YOU! So please be safe.

One last thing before I
close this article – smoke
detectors make great stock-
ing stuffers, especially with
fresh batteries.

Merry Christmas to all,
and to all a Safe holiday sea-
son!

‘Tis the season to be safe

Staff Sgt. Lymari Sanchez
PURPLE HEART RUN... Members of the 158th Infantry Brigade participated in the 5K Purple Heart Run
Nov. 12 in Hattiesburg, Miss. sponsored by the Southern Miss ROTC Department.
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