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PREFACE 

This .is a histc•rical rep•ort on the Army'£{ role in the integration 

of 'l'he University of Mississippi~ 1962-l9o3" Important. aspe.cts cc•v•ered 

include pret::edents for the use of th.e Ar."!.IJ:/ i.n civil disturbances, 

planning for possible~ military inte:cv;;~xrti.on, intervention in the riot 

of 30 September - 1 October 1962, ea1~1y redt:;p:Joyment of major troc1p 

units, and operations thereafter through the vdthdra\olal •Df Jruly 196.3. 

Although there is a gre;;,.t quan·tity of documentary and c1ther 

mater:i.al bearing on the subject oJ: this r:e.pn<:-t. the repm:t j~s. based 

primarily upon Army records, particularly those oi the Oxford action 

officer, Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations, as au:·ranged 

and supplemented for historical purpoges by th? undersigned.. Unl•~ss 

oth•arwise specified, the. serial doc:ument~l and the files cited an:: to be 

found among these reeords -- the Records of the Oxfor·d, Mississip]pi., 

Oper-at:ion -·- of which there is: an inventory in the O:Efiee of the Chief 

of Military History, Department of the Army 1 Washington, D. c. 

Appendix A, containing Oxford lessons and re.commen.dations, and 

Appendix B, eontaining General AbnWJ.s 1 thoughts on the. subj•e·~t of the 

Arn.y 1 s futurE~ role in civil rights troubles, are includ1"'d, respectively, 

as a useful reference source and as the considered re.coumendations of the 

personal rElpresentative of thE~ ChiE~f of :Staff. 

:1.11 

Paul J. S cb.e ip!l 
OCMHt .D/A 
19>6.5 





CONTENTS 

Preface ii 

Chapter 

I. Oxford Precedents and Authority 1 

II. Planin.ing and the Tent City 11 

III. Planning for the 'ractica1 Fo:cce;; 38 

IV. The Oxford Riot and Hilit ary Int.l:orvention 88 

V. General Howze's Comm'1nd :.u;.d Rede~·Ioyment 143 

VI. U.S. Army Forces Oxford, O·ctober 1962 .. ,January 1963 191 

VII. U.S. Army Forces Oxfordt J'am;.ary ~· ,Jt!Jy 1963 

VIII. Withdrawal 

Appendix 

A. Oxford Lessons and Recornmeonda:t:Lons 

B. Abrams on the Army's Role in Supporttng the 
Department of Justice in Civ:ll Righi:.;: 1'roublf~S 

v 

211 

240 

256 

281 





OXFORD PRECEDEN'l'S AND AU'l'HORl'l'Y 

'flistor_!zal Prec~~dents. -~· Inwtances ;' lLlited States Army 

intervention in civil d:l.sturbanceB go back to the Hhi:3key Rebellion 

of 1794. Since that time various :2residents" under Constitut:lonal 

and statutory authority, have used the .Ar:my in a number of disturbances, 

and have produced a considerable body of p:cec.edent about whieh much has 

. 1 been wr1.tten. The 1nost notable cases in :recent years were those of the 

Army's intervEmtion in Little Rock, Arkansas, and Oxford, Mississippi, 

in 1957-1958 and 1962-1963, respectively. The former \vas a case involving 
•"I .t. 

ra<cial integration of Little Rock 1 s Central Ttigh School, which provoked 

an interesting discussion of the legality of usinE~ troop::1 on that O<~casion.3 

Th<e. latter of these cases, with whieh this monograph deals, concerned the 

integration of The University of Miss isB ippi by ·the admi:Elsion of a Negro 

student, Jame:3 H. Meredi tho 
4 

Montg~ry Trou~. -- In 1961, President Kennedy's first year in 

office, racial difficulties in Montgomery. Alabruna, led to the development 

of plans for military interven·tion in support of Federal marshals in 

Mont:gomery. On that occasion, however, Federal troops did not have to be 

used, but the planning was a useful preparat:ion for the inte:rvention in 

5 
Oxford the following year. 

Meredith Case. On 25 J·une 1962. a three- judge panE~l of the 

u.s .. Fifth Circuit Cc>urt of .Appeals, hearing the ;;:asE~ of' Meredith v. Fair 3 - -
fcmnd by a bm-to-oUE~ dec is ion that lvteredith had been de:nied admission 



to The University of Mississippi because he was c.. ~egro~ It thereupon 

ordered the district court of original jurisdiction to enjoin the 

University a•d other officials from refusing to admit Mereditt. By a 

series of orifters, however, one oE the Appeals judges sought to stay 

the Circuit Court's judgment pending Supreme Court action on the original 

defendant's petit ion for a writ of certiorari. At that juncture, 

Associate Jut>tice Hugo L. Black, acting for the Supreme Court as the 

justice assigned to the Fifth Cire tit, vacated the stays, and on 13 

September 1962 District Court Judge Sidney C. Mize issued a sweeping 

injunction tp guarantee Meredith's admission to the University and his 
6 

attendance there without discrimination. 

Meanwhile, in Washington, the Government had anticipated this 

judicial result and both the Departments of Justice and the Army had 

given thougqt to possible intervention because of the expected opposition 

' of Mississippi authorities, which conceivably might require the use 

of troops. 

Polict and Army Implementation. -·- If troops were needed, the. 

means for i~plementing the pertinent law and precedent could be found 

in various ciirectives and guides, as WE~ll as in a basic plan. To begin 

with, it wa$ Department of Defense policy at the time of the Little Rock 

affair, the Montgomery crisis, and the Oxford troubles, that the Department 

of the Army had "the primary responsibility for coordinating the planning 

and renderipg of military assistance to civil authorities in domestic 

emergencies;." Under that policy, laid down in a Department of Defense 

directive on "Responsibilities for Civil Defense and Other Domestic 

2 



Emergencies," the Departments of the Navy and the. Air Focce would render 

such assistance, "consistent with •.• thei.:c primary mission," as the 

Anny commander in the Zone of the Interior rnight require. 

., 
I 

Basic in implementing the Army's n::sponsibility in civU disturbances 

was the section on that subject in the Army ~)trategie Capabilities Plan, 

as J~evised 17 August 1961, which made it plain that martial rule or 

martial law could not be proclaimed t,.;rithout the express direetion of the 

PreG ident, and which ass igne<' to the Coroxnanding General, U.S. Continental 

Army Command, certain basic res pons ibili.t:i.es. He would "plan for and 

conduct CONUS Army operations in dome.stic eme:rgencies resu1ti~ng f1"om 

civil disturbances"; he would "coordinate and contr.·o1 the planning and 

participation of Navy and Air Force field ag·~ncies" in such disturbc..nces; 

he 1,.tould perform liaison and c.oordi.nation functions ~..;rith sueh F8deral 

officials as the local agent of the Federal Bure.au of Investigation, the 

Federal marshal, and the United States Attorney; and he would establish 

the necessary liaison with state and local auth.orities. Despite the 

Lit·tle Rock e.xperienee and the: planning for Montgomery, the eivil 

disturbances part of the Capabilities Plan seems to have been carried 

ovel:" from an earlier edition '-Tithout revision. Thus despite its lack 

of revision, the Plan's grant of operational control to the Commanding 

General, CONARC, was countermanded in the case of Oxford and cotmnand of 

troops in thEl target area was shifted to the Army's Washington headquarters, 

as in the case of Little Rock and in the planning for Montgomery. 

The Capabilities Plan also assigned certain appropriate responsibilities 

to the Commanding General, U.S. Army Air Defense Command, and to the 

heads of the technical staff and other staff agencies. 

3 



Plans f!or operations in civil di$tUrbances would be kept rigidly 

confidential "in all public or quasi-public relationshi?S," and there 

would be no public references to "race riot.s" OL" "don~estic violence." 

Plans would provid.:- for dispatching public i;:'lfo~~m.:.cion personnel with the 

troops and fqr their "expeditious. assistance" to n:porters on the scene. 

Armies in thEI Zone of the Interior wou::.d not use a·>ents to collect e 

information ~ntil the use of troops became probable and not until 

authorized by the Commanding General, CONARC. Counterintelligence 

agents would not function in domestic di.sturbances "within the investigative 

jurisdiction of civil authority" without specific directives from the 

Commander in Chief. 

In any actual military intervention by Federal troops, "necessity" 

would determine the extent of the commander's aut.llority. Military action"' 

would be "to. support or reinstate and sustain" civil ian authority. 

Ordinarily t~e Army would "exercise police powers previously inoperative 

in the affecied area, restore and maintain order, maintain • 

distribution, transportation and communications and inaugurate such 

relief measures as the situation demand1a." Furthermore, the military 

coiiiilander wopld "cooperate to the fulle:st" with state and local officials 

unless such pooperation interfered with his mission. While "subject to 

no authority~ but that of his military superior" the coanander would "bear 

in mind that;, the suppression of violence, when accomplished without 

bloodshed, ip a worthy military achievement." Consequently, he would 

4 
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1 

"employ only such forcta as :is nE?cessa.ry to accomplish his mission." 

Training would be conducted to assur~<:\ "eff:::ctivce ac.tion" for such 

times as troops might have. to be used .. 

In the rtlt:erences of the Capabili.ti'E>s J,?] an to the dt2:sirability of 

suppressing violence without bloodsh,~d, to "ne.cess:Lty" as determining a 

commander's authority, and to the employment of only such force as might 

be ne:cessary in a give.n instanc1e, is seen the. conc;~pt of the use of minimum 

forcE~, which was and remains basic to Army op•~rations in dome:stic 

dis:tur1bances; :indeed, it is basic. to the en:t ire pr·ob len! o.:E la"' enfc,rcement 

and :Ls thus seen in the normal progress ion f;:.·o~n enLorcentent by simply the 

prE~s1tige of the court :• to enforcement by injunctive. relie:E, tc1 enf<>rcement 

by c i.vil officers (policemen or marshals), to the use. of military force as 

a laat resort. It is also seen pa:cticularly in military enforcement in the 

grad'tlated methods or degrees of fo:cce used according to <!ircumstan•:::es. 

Finally l• Federal troops used. in civil disturbam::es would "be under 

thte command of, and directly respon.Bible to, t.heir railitB1ry :superior." 

With a governors' consent, or that of some other appropriate official, 

an Army commandet; in the Zone of the Interior~ or an officer designated 

by him, might exercise "operational m:·direct:i.ona1 control" over state 

fo.rc:es not :i.n the Federal service. It would be a respon~:~ibi.lity Off the 

Coaumding General, CONARC, to "obtain, wherE:wer possible~, prior 

written agreements • . • to assure full coop,~ration" of :;tate forces 
8 

in 11 given area shoulld Federal troops intervene therein. 

In force at thE~ time of Little Rock and the suecee~ding emergency 

in l~ontgomery were AJrm.y Regulations on ''Emergency Employmen1: of Army 



Resources: Domestic Disturbances." Later, on 19 July 1961, after the 

Montgomery ~mergency was over 1 the Army published a new edit ion of 

these regul~tions, changing the subtitle to "Civil Disturbances," bringing 

the citations to the United States Cod~:_ thetein up to date, and reorganizit\g 
9 

the material somewhat, but without making any substantive changes. 

Considerable attention seems to have been given to the Army's field 

manual on civil disturbances after Little Rock, for the 1952 edition, 

entitled C:i.vil Disturbances, was completely rewritten and almost doubled 

in size when it appeared in a r.ew edition in 19'i8. The fact that the new 

edition included material on disaster- relief, \<Jh:.ch explains its title, 

Civil Distqrbances and Disaster Relief., by no means accounts for the 

manual's increase in size, which resulted from a very substantial addition 

of material on riot operations. A change of 25 February 1960 provided for, 

among othet things, substitution of the term "irritant agent" for the terms 

"riot control agents" and "riot control gas(es), or derivations from the 

latter." J;arlier, in 1955, the Army had published a subject schedule on 

"Riot Control" to help instructors provide uniform training, which was 

still in force as late as mid-1963. On 31 May 1960 Army headquarters 

published a training circular on the "Use of Agent CS in Training and 
10 

Riot Control." 

Such were the basic policy, planning, and training guides 

implementing the precedents and authority for using troops in civil 

disturbanQes. There was not, however, even after the Little Rock and 

Montgomery crises, a detailed plan for coping with another disturbance. 

Therefore, when the Oxford troubles loomed in early September 1962, 

6 
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plann:Lng had to be donE; hast J.ly, but the. ce:ce.nt exp,~riemce.:;;; i.n 

Little Rock and in Montgow.cr.y <·l(~re, as migbc b•~ ex.pe.c::<::d, of 

cons:iderable value in planniug for a po!~sible new operation. Thus 

the Army wan not entire~ly u:1prepa:n~d fm~ ttLe (;;d'crd cr:Ls is int:c, whic!h 

it y;ras thrust. 

7 



Chapter I -- Footn1:>tes 

1. See the U.S. Constitution, Art I, Sec 8; Art. II, Seca 2,3; 
and Art IV, S~c 4. For statutory authority. see 10 USC (1958 ed.; 
Supp. IV, 195,~-62), Sees 332-34. For histori~al accounts, see Robert 
C. Coakley, ¢) "Interim Operational Report on Operation ARKANSAS" 
(MS, OCMH, 2~.7 AB.F rl958 7), pp. 1-2 and the. references cited there, 
together wit~ the following:-Edward s. Corwin, The President, Office and 
Powers, 1787~1948 (3d ed.; New York: 194.8), pp. 160-65; Daniel H. Pollitt, 
"Presidentia1 Use of Troops to Execute the Laws: A Brief History," The 
North Caroli'a Law Review, XXXVI (Feb 1958), 117-41; and MarlinS. Reichley, 
"Federa Ml. , tary Intervention in Civil Disturbances" (Unpublished Ph.D. 
Dissertation* Georgetown University, Washington, D. C., Apr 1939). 
Historically,, interesting are a number of articles in the Army and Navz 
Journal, 187f-78; The United Services, 1879; and the Journal of the 
Military Service Institution of the United States, 1883-84, 1887, l889, 
some of Jhic~ are descriptive of the labor riots in 1877 and others of which 
are theoretital. The recent article by John W. Killigrew, "The Army and 
the Bonus Inf,::i.dent," Military Affairs, XXVI (Summer 1962), 59-65, which 
grew out of ~ dissertation, leaves much to be desired. On the controversy 
over the le~lity of using troops in Little Rock in 1957, see ~3, below. 

2, S~ Coakley, op. cit., for an official historical report of 
this operat~n, and the following non-official accounts: Dale and 
L'Moore Alf~r4, The Case of the Sleeping People (Finally Awakened by 
Little Rock: chool Frustrations) 7 Little Rock? c 1959 ,.1 

Hanna~ J\rendt, "Reflectl.ons-on Little Rock," Dissent, VI (Winter, 
1959), 45fft the same author's "Reply t:o Critics," ibid. (Spring 1959), 
179-81; Dai•y (Gaston) Bates, The Long Shadow of Litt!e Rock: A Memoir 
(New York, ~ 1962); Virgil T. Blossom, It HAS Happened Here (New Yor(, 
c 1959), wh~ch was published serially as "The Untold Story of Little Rock," 
The Saturda Evenin Post, CCXXXI, in ~~ix parts, May- June 1959, with 
p otograp s Robert R. Brown, Bigger Than Little Rock (Greenwich, Conn., 
1958); and Porinne Silverman.L The Little Rock Story ("The Inter-University 
Case Prograjn, .. Case No. 41 (_Rev; UniversitY., Ala., l959 _7). 

3. A~fred J. Schweppe, ·~se of Federal Troops in Little Rock Was 
Illegal," U.s. News & World Report, 1 Nov 1957, pp. ·121-23; the same 
writer's ·~orcement of Federal Court Decrees: A 'Recurrence to 
Fundamenta~ Principles, Ill American Bar Association Journal rABAJ 7, 
XLIV ( Feij 1958), 113-16, 187-90, 192; Jack B. Schmetterer7 itA Reply 
to Mr. Sch.ppe: Military Enforcement of Court Decrees," ibid., XLIV 
(Aug 1958) ~ 727-30; John C. Stennis, "The Multiplying Evil'S'Of Ba4 Law," 
Mississi l.aw Journal, XXIX (Aug 19:i8), 430-43; Robert R. Elliott, Jr., 
an Rl.c ar • S1.nger, "Constitutional Law -- Executive Powers -- Use of 
Troops to tntorce Federal Laws," Michigan Law Review, LVI (Dec 1957) 1 

249-72; ''E.forcement of Court Orders," 2 R~ce Rei. L. Rep •. 437, 1077-79; 

8 
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109~-1102; ibid., IV, 447-51; li.\1.C. Fu.nuaus "Eestric:tiom: upon Use of 
the .Army Imposed by the. Posse. Comitatus Ac.: ~" i~\ilitary ·La''l Review, VII 
(Jan 1960), 85···129; Pollitt, "President~ial UGE-OfT-rDoP's-:EoE'xecute. t.be 
Laws: A Bt"ief History," loc. cit.; the. Bruii.e 'vJTi.ter~s "A Dissenting View: 
The E:xecutiV'~ Enforcement of Ju,dic.i.al Decr::::es :·" AJ?Jlhl, XLV (Jun 1959), 
600-603,· 6C::; various letters o:n the h~c-'31 cf: using t:roops, ibid. 
(Nov 1958), JPPG 1024, 1030~ 1140, 11-!+2;; Cl1rn:le.:~ J. Bloch, StaLteSt'Rights: 
The Law of the Land (Atlanta, <~ 1958) ~ pp. 326 U; Op3.nio,lrl"O'f-A"t't'7" Gen. 
HerbE~ Browinell, Jr., 7 Nov 1957 (Reh:ase:d 29 Dec l9S8), XLI, Op. No. 67; 
JAGA 1959/1999 (20 Feb 1959); Rich~trd l~. Neus1tadt ~ l'resid,.:mti.al Power: The 
Politics of Leadership (New York, 1962), pp. :31 ~ 9l;iffidi~ITilam M .• Blatt, 
rn'ftle""NationarGuard --~Command Relationship of the President and Governor," 
ThEl United States Air Force JAG Bulletin~ V (l~1ar-Apr 1963), Sp.31. See 
COi~win;op. eft., pp. l60ff, .:fc:r-ffi\"anaiyr:l:;.s of "Military pm,mr in I.aw -... -Enfor:cement11 1.n the period be:L.:;re Little Rock. 

4. For biographical infonn.Ert:Lon on N.i~CeflLth 1 s,o.,e the following 
especially \liSElful materials: 7 Race Re1" :~,w Rep.,, ll-?2~ 1..;.25, 433-JL~ 

(1962); Janes H. Meredith, "I 1 llKnc)w-vTcto?;y-or Defeat," 'I'h•~ saturday .. . .. -"1""'--
Ev·~n~ng Post, CCXXXV (10 Nov 1962), lf~; l>l;e;.et the :P:n"':ss, AmerLca's Press 
Conf~ence c~ the Air_: (Washington, 1963)·;~-trarl.S'C'ri.pt "C>raii"""N'BCpanel 
Interv:Lew WJ.th Mereditb. -on 26 ~1ay 1963; "Bai:t?.er in ~~1iss iss ippi: James 
Ho'wardl Meredit:h," The New York Timess 2.1 Sep 1.962; and "The History of the 
Meredith Case," /Tile'U'iitVersrEy-of"-Hi.i>d.siS:Lppi 7,, The Univeni::v of 
Mississippi and the Meredith Case (ProcetLf!·0d; Dr'ii.versrtY;. MfsS::~,"1%2), 
pp. I::.1~. - ·-~-

5. On the Montgomery troubles of 1'>61 c•nd dLe planning for possible 
military intervention, see Tristram Coffin~ '"l'he Dep<::.rtmlmt of Jus:tice," 
Holiday, XXXIII (Mar 1963) 9 lL~.tt-4.:, 179-80; U.S. Gomrn. on Civil Rights, 

Fr~.;(j~ to :l:h~ Fre~i .Century ~f 'EJ'aaE~~Lpal:~~~~~·:1:.E63-1963 (Washington, 1963), 
p •. L79, Facl:s on Fl. e. U~6l), pp.l7,, la_.,.~~lu, tefeg(cy), Ro.bert F. Kennedy, 
At:t .. Gen., to membersi of the Ala. Congressional delegation, 23 May 1961, 
incl/w Guthman to Scheips, 28 Oct 1963; and (S) Alert of Troops, Birmingham, 
Ala, ··~- Freedom Riders, a file containing cfficial Army doctmtenta1:ion. 

6. On Meredith v ~ Fair, see !h.L.Y.~li~::_:ndty.of ~-~<!J-Ppi and the 
~;,;::~ith Case, pp. 1--10, and c.f. 6 Ra=.: ~~':...1;:2!'2.· 1028-32 (1961) and 
ibid., VII,-,0-80, 4.23-40~ 739-65 (1'962). An interesting diBcussion of 
the-legal aspects of Justice Black's ruling in the c.ase is in Arthur Krock, 
"The Due Process Factor in the~ Mere~dith Case," The NtcW York ~rimes, 2 Oct 
1962, p. 36; and the same writer's "Contrasting Conceptl30'f'"ij\leprocess," 
~£!~·· 9 Oct 1962. 

7. DOD Directive No. 3025.1, 14 J\11 1956, Sec. V···G; p. 3. 

8. 8ee (TS) ASCP-FY 61 (U), (U) Annex H, App. 4, Tab C, w/Incl l 
("Protection of Federal Property"), pp. 201-·206, 207, a cy of whioh is in 
(S) "'Planning Papers for the Emp1oyntent of Armed Forces in Civil Distur­
bances (Compiled Prior to Oxford, N:ississippi, Operations) ,u Annex D 
(he,reafter cited as Pre-Planning PapElrs). 



9. Cf. AR 500-50, "Emergency Employment of Army Resources: 
Domestic Dift"rbances," 22 Mar 1956, w:Lth AR 500-50, "Emergency 
Employment tf,Army Resources," 19 J'ul 1961. For regulations in 
force at th4 ~ime of the Oxford troubles on calling the National Guard 
into the se.vlce of the u.s., see AR. l~l5-300, 26 Jul 1961, par 32. 
This was thtf third issue since AR 130-J.O, 19 Oct 1950 (with C 1, 27 
Dec 1950), lth!ch controlled at the time of Li;.tle Rock. 

10. c4. DA, Civil Disturbances (DA, FM 19-15 ;-washington, April 
1952 7) wittl OA, civil Disturbances and Disasters (DA FM 19-15 rwash1ngton, 
Sept7 1958 ::l) 1 including C 1, 25 Feb. 1960. C 2 to the latter editiOil, 
issued 21 F~b 1963, during the Oxford operation, laid it down, among other 
things, tha~ 1fhe term "riot control a,gent(s)" would henceforth be used in 
place of th1 tterms "riot control gas (es )" and "irritant gas," etc. 
Also see D/}( TC 3-9, "Use of Agent CS in Training and Riot Control," 
31 May 1960.1 DA Army Subj. Sed. ::.9-6, "Riot Control," 28 Dec. 1955, is 
mentioned iq Coakley, op. cit., p. 2. It was still in force as recently 
as the su~ of 1963. For a list of official training references on the 
subject, in~qding training film and film strips, see FM 19-15, Sept. 1958, 
pp. 147-50. I. For a privately published work, see Sterling A. wood, Riot 
Control (3d ~d.; Harrisburg, 1952). 

10 
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CfiAPT.~R II 

PlANNING .AND THE TENT CT'l''L 

Planning by Staff Ag';:~:?2~es. ···- As ;2-s.,:iy d£> 8 S·eptember 1962, 

t~.;~o days before Justice Black vacated the stc:ys of the Circuit Court 

judge, Maj. Gen. Creight:onW. Abrams, Jr. 1 Director of Operations, 

ODCSOPS, conferred ~lith Secretary of the Ar1.ny Cyr·us R. Vanc12. and came 

a~,;ray with the knowledge that the Army migid: become invo:t ved :i.n the 

M1~redith case~ by providing a ten·t c:amp and oU1er logistical support 

for Federal marshals in the Oxford are2.J or by providing military 

support for the marshals in their enforcement of the Federal judicial 

process in the case, or in both ways. In order to permit early planning 

by the Office~ of the Chief of Infonnatior.l.; Abrams, immediate:'.y after· the 

conEe.rence, C!alled in an Army information officero J'iaj .. Gen .. Charles G. 

Dodge 1 the Chief of Information, ;,muld be informed upon his return to 
1 

Washington on 11 September. Meanwhile the Conu:nanding Gen,~ral, CONARC, 

also had to be informed. 

When Governor Ross Barnett invoked the doctrinE~ of interposition 

and urged jail for himself and other officials rather than submission 

following the~ Federal District Court's enjo:Lnment of the University on 

13 ;September, the Federal Gove.rnrnent took note of his def ianee. 

Eitner immediately afterward or in anticipai:ion of Barnett's 

int,~rposition, there was a conference on 13 September of Department 

of ,Justice officials with Secretary Vance~ General Abrams, and 
2 

otht~rs. 

11 



Present at the meeting, besides vance and Abrams, who described 

it in a llle.IDOrandum on 14 September, were Undersecretary of the Army 

Stephen Ailts, Assistant Attorney General Burke Narshall; Assistant 

Deputy Attorney General William A. Geoghegan; Assistant Vice Chief of 

Staff, USAF, Maj. Gen. J. K. Hester; and an aide to Secretary Vance, 

Col. J~s ~. Baldwin. Marshall described the problem, explaining that 

The Universl.ty of Mississippi was under court orders to admit Meredith, 

who would attempt to register on 20 September, the day before classes were 

scheduled t<P begin. Taking a pes;;:- imistic view,· Marshall explained that 

the Depart~nt of Justice anticipated considerable public disorder, that 

Mississippi state police would interfere with Meredith's enrolment, and 

that the Governor's orders to all state officials to resist the enrolment 

(as set forth in his address on interposition) wculd be carried out. 

Geogh~gan, of Justice, then revealed the plans that Justice had 

decided upon to counter expected Mississippi efforts to prevent Meredith's 

enrolment. Initially, Justice planned to have 190 deputy Federal marshals 

at the Naval Air Station at Memphis (ac:!tually at Millington, Tennessee, 

seventeen ot eighteen miles from Memphis) with a reserve of about 100 men. 

They would b,ave their own radios and cars, am would obtain helicopters from 

charter companies. At the beginning the operation would be based at the 

Air Station, but if it were prolonged ,Justice would want a base closer to 

Oxford. SuJgested as a closer base wa13 the Holly Springs National Poteet. 
' 

For such a ~ase the Army would provide a complete tent camp for 300 

men. 

12 



Justice's efforts at civil enforcm:ti~Drrc ~~~Lgl1L not ~revai.l and that 

stressed the far-reaehing implications of' re:;o~"t to arme:d fe>rce and 

urged that all other solutions be tully CTpJ.ored l'A:~fore troops were 

committed. The discuss ion then tur·ned to sueh technical matters as 

a Presidential proclamation, :Lnst:ruetions to the Secr·eta.ry of DefEmse, 

and call-up of the National G•ca:cd. .::n c:,:,.•.:e t:hey 'Jhould be ne.ededl, 

Secretary Vance agreed to pr:ov:L.:ii;;. a t·::n.t camp if 1:'12:-qui.red, and 

he authorizG~d Army planning for iL Fi.o: .also authori2:ed Army planning 

for the use of troops f should they be needE:.d, but stated tb.a:t they 

would not be :moved without his pe.rsonal approval, Geoghegan thought that 

there should be direct communication vi'itb. the Federal ma1~sha.l' s office in 

Oxford. Vance and Marshall agreed that t:lu:: tt,'O departments would 

conununicate through General Abra.m.s fox: Army a>:.d G<:ooghegan for Justice. 

Gene:ral Hester, speaking for the Air Porce, offen:~d the aid of his 
:3, 

serviee and said he would inform the S:ecreta1·y of the Air Force. 

The ODCSOPS would now be resporwible for preparing two plans, one 

for the tent 1camp, or tent city, a.s it was called, anu rE~lated log;iatical 

support, and one for possible use of Army elem:ent.e~ in miJlitary intervention 

in active sup]port of the marshals. General .Abrams, uho had become assistant 

Deputy Chief of Staff for lVJilitary 0;1e~rations: in Civil Affairs in June 

1962, became for this operation the personal :cepresentative of th.e; 
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Chief of Staff. This was the same responsibility that General Earle G. 

Wheeler, who became Chief of Staff in 1962, haG hacl in Operation 

ARKANSAS. General Abrams continued to serve in th~t capacity for 

·several months even though on 15 October 1962 n~ became the Assistant 

Deputy Chief of Staff for Military Operations for Army Requirements and 

Programs. As the Chief's representative, Abrams had the day-to-day 
\ 

op~rational responsibility in the succeeding mont!:1s, al-though the 

principal bu~den of work fell upon the project or action officer, 

Lt. Col. Gordon C. Jung. 

Probably immediately after the Justice-Army meeting on 13 September, 

or in any case late in the afternoon of that day, Col. Donald W. Shive, 

chief of the General Operations Division. in Abrams' Directorate, 

presumably learned of the situation fro~m General Abrams' deputy, 

Col. WalterS. Schlotzhauer, Jr., the assistant director of operations, 

and at that point brought Lt. Col. Jung into the operation. Either then 

or the next day he verbally assigned Jung to the operation as the ODCSOPS 

project or a~tion officer. As General Abrams 1 action officer in this. 

operation, Col. Jung maintained close relations with the General, especially 

in the earlier phases of the operation. These were direct relations often 

in disregard of the niceties of military channels, and they were maintained, 

because of General Abrams 1 continuing re~sponsibility and by his wishes, 

even after Abrams left the Operations Directorate. Indeed, Jung 

served as the ODCSOPS action officer throughout the period from 

his selection for that responsibility at the beginning of active 
4 

planning to the end of active military participation. 
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Very soon after CoL Shive fir-st took t:·:;.::~ rna'c:ter up vd th ~rung, 

they sought out the "Checl< List" th::tt had t;c:·,~n )--·epared after the 

Little Rock experience. It was in ::::~ loose·-1\':!·~,;,= notebook that lJecarn~~ 

the original "Black Book" of thE~ Mississippi op,)rat:ion. ReflE~cting 

principally the Little Rock affair, thi.s noo::;'Jook was a starting point 

for the planning that now had to be done~ Col$ Schlotzhauer at the 

same time alerted 'I'he ,Judge Advoc:ab~ General and made :inquir:i.E~S by 

telephone concerning R12serve anc~ Active Arm)' units in the vicinity of 

Oxford, particularly concerning the :Location of the posts and major 

units that might be involved. 

Beginning at eight o 1 clock the :following morning, 14 September., 

Gener::tl Abrams conferred with legal, information~ and .signal officers, 

while subordinates looked into the matter of usectble Army installat:lc_ ,s 

in r1iss:Lssippi, using the Engineer':;; station inventory list. Col. 

Shive, obtained information on the Naval /i:!x Btdtion al: l\1illin9ton, 

Tennessee (MNAS) , about seven teen m:Lles northeast of IVlemphis, which then 

enter,:=d into the military planning as a stagirVJ area for the Oxford oper­

ation. Millinqton's location, it should be added, especially recormnended 

it because it had the virtues of lx~ing both close to Oxford and outside 

of Hississippi. Col. ,Jung drafted messages to the Commanding General, 

CONARC, :in order to get detailed planning unde!::- way, and had them ready 

by Edqht o'clock that evening. 
5 

General Abrams, on 13 September, apparen-t:ly gave inst:ructj_ons 

that -:he Office of the Chief of Information should qo ahead with its 

plann:Lng, and that, although the planning was a ver.y sensitive matte!r, 

anot:hE~r officer could be brought in. General Dodge than selected as 
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this officer the chief of his plans branch. During the week that 

followed the OCINFO prepared two information annexes, each of them 

including guidance for dealing with both pt•bJ i 12 and troop information, 

and reveal~ng in their content the important role that the information 

function ~st necessarily play. The annexes, both duted 20 September 

1962, as sent to the Commanding General, CONARC, were similar, with 

the one for the tent camp, however, reflecting the Army's limited role 

in such an operation. Under the latter there would be an information 

officer with the understanding that public information would be 

controlled by the senior Department of Justice official on the scene. 

In response to queries and in troop orientation the Army 1 s r-ole in the 

tent camp would be explained as simply providing logistical support 

for the Federal marshals. 

The other annex ("Information Annex ~-Contingency_7"), for use in 

the event of actual military intervention, provided for a field information 

section of six officers, three of whom would be from Washington, and seven 

enlisted men, whose office would be connected by a direct telephone line 

with the OCINFO in Washington. Proposed releases would be cleared through 

the Depar1iments of the Army and Defense. The guidance supplied for troop 

orientation provided for an initial comprehensive and detailed 

orientation and daily orientation the,reafter, apparently as long as 

required. It reflected the importanc:e the Attorney General placed upon 

"orientin& troops as to their role in upholding the law, and the 

necessity for a rule of law," which he voiced in the presence of Army 

representatives. As the OCINFO saw it, "restraint and firmness were 

the key ctiteria in the execution of duties." 
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The comprehensive ':ld.enttl.ti-:m t;; be;;; gi\i-,:n t:..oops p:dor t.o their 

actual commitment would include, "aa ;;. minimum)" 1::uch topics as the 

following: thE~ background of the situation :~·c.:mlting in orders to the 

Army; the instructions that Army personnel must not arguo:: the case, but 

must stick to their miss ion of enforcing Fe.deral judicial process and of 

maintaining the peace; the avoida::s.(:t: of ".::ontact >;rith th«: civilian 

poJPUlace in general and atudent:s Lt pa:rt:l.l;ular when not required in the 

performance of duty"; the n;ff renee to the press offi.cer of inquiries 

from n~porters; the protection of public p;:,'operty; and the protection of "all 

la,oJ-abiding citizens in their persons and property," Orientation material 

was sent to the CONARC and troop units on 29 September, but h(lW nnu:h attenticn 

troop eonunanders paid to this orientation program is not clear, althc..ugh 

when used it "'as found "superior in every reupect." 

There was a high-level meeting on infm:mation polieiea on 29 

Sepb~mber in "'hich representatives of the Departments of the Army and 

of D,~fense met with Mr. Edwin 0. Guthman, a special a~Jsie~tan1: for public 

information, Department of Justice" Information plans, polid.es, and 

re~1pcmsibiliti.es were clarified, including the policy that aU public 

statements proposed by the military departments would be cleared with 

thE~ Department of Justice, whic.h would have r1esponsibility for the release 

of information.. This meeting led to the incorporation of SOlll\e minor 
6 

changes in the. information plan. 

The Ar:my' s planning for poss::.ble ini:erv,Emtion was t:o bE~ guarded so 

clos4~ly, when planning began on lL~ September :• that the matter was nQt 

to be discussed openly and military personnel (with limited E~xcept:i.ons) 
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were not to gq to Mississippi while planning was under way. When General 

Abrams brough~ the Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence 

(OACSI) into '!;he operation almost two weE~ks later, on 26 September, he 

\lrged "that every precaution must be takEm to conceal the Army's interest 

in" the mattet. The ODCSLOG, indeed, held its knowledge of the operation 

on a limited -asis from notification on 14 September until mid-afternoon 
7 

of 1 October,' by which time it was public: knm.,rledge. 

On 14 Sttptember Col. Bland Webt, chief of the Military Affairs 

Division, OTJ4G, briefed General Abrams on the regulations concerning 

the Army's role in civil disturbances and on related matters. Thereafter 

he served as .4.brams' legal advisor during the operation. The Judge 

Advocate General also designated Maj. I. Granville Rouillard, a West 

Pointer with e. Harvard law degree, as th•~ point of contact, or the act ion 

officer, in h!s office. Thereafter during the planning the OTJAG worked, 

"virtually on a day-to-day basis," with various staff agencies, including 

the Office ofgthe General Counsel, Department of Defense. It drafted 

various docu~nts that might be needed and furnished legal advice, as, 

for example, that actual violence was not a necessary prerequisite for 

a Presidential proclamation. Throughout Saturday evening, 29 September 

1962, Col. We$t was in General Abrams' office and was ready to fly out 
8 

to Memphis with him the following morning. 

General Abrams' inunediate cooununication needs, he informed 

Maj. Gen. Earlle F. Cook, the Chief Signal Officer, when he brought 

him into the ~ississippi planning on Friday, 14 September, were a 

direct means ,of communication between the Department of Justice, 
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Abrams' office, the Army War Room in the JJen::2gon, t:he Pederal marshals 

at the Memphis (Millington) Naval Air StD.t:icc, and the marshals in 

Oxford, Mississippi. General Coo.~-c promised to have. a plan ready by 

16 :September 1, but actually had a four-pha::12 plan drafted by eleven-thirty 

F:r iday night and had it ready for presentatiml the next day. This initial 

plan could be. implemented in tw~:::.nt:y~·f.::rm~ hou:cs after not: if ication if the 

equipment eould be staged clo~Je enough to the objective area, as in 

Memphis. Officers res pons ibL~ for the plan's implementation would be 
9 

Lt. Cols. Albert Redman, Jr., and El\-irin A .• \iernon and Maj. Jimmy Sutton. 

When G:meral Abrams cau1t ioned t:he representative of the OACSI who 

reported to him on 26 Sept.ember that: the Army 1 s role mm1t be concealed, 

he was advis4~d that concealmen:t vlou~.d hamper coLLection of the informat.ion 

des ired. He replied that he understood. 'fh;: ch:i.ef of the Securi.t\' 

DiviBion, OACSI, appointed an action office,· to supervise thereafter 

the lntellig•emce function in the operation.. Inil:ially the latter attempted 

to gather the des ired informatior:. through coordination ~oJith the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation in Wa:shington and other ::1ppropr:late ageneies and 

activities on the headquarters lev,;:::~.. When . ., ho\vever, Ge.ne.ral Abrams sought 

thE~ latest information at nine o 1 cloek on the eve.ning of 2 9 September, the 

Intelligence action officer found it necessary to establish direct 

communications with Intelligence personnel in th•z Oxford area, who had 

been compiling their own field log of events since about noon of 19 

September. He maint:ained this direct: c<.mta~:!t through the re:mainiLng 

part of the critical period, during 'INhich daily intelligeneE~ summaries 

and periodic spot reports on ttw. situation in Mississippi ,...,,?.re made to the 

ODGSOPS. Intelligence rendered approp:eiate reports later as events made 

t:hem desirable.lO 
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The Natl.onal Guard Bureau (NGB), the Office of The Provost 

Marshal GenerU (CTrPMG), and the Office 1:>f the Deputy Chief of Steff 

for Personnel' (ODCSPER) became privy to the operation by at least 27, 
11 

28, and 29 Se~tember, respectively. :Later there would be complaints 

that some staff agencies were not brought into the planning at a 

sufficiently ~arly date. 

The Ten~ City. -- The detailed planning for the tent camp, or tent 

city, as the ~ousekeeping facility for the marshals was called, and for 

the task forc~s for use in possible military intervention, proceeded 

simultaneously. Army Headquarters launched the planning with two 

messages dispatched to the CONARC one after the other on 15 September, 

which was abQut as soon as they could be drafted and approved. Both 

messages emp~ized the sensitivity of the proposed operation and 

instructed the CONARC to keep the nature and purpose of the operation 

"on a strict 'need to know' basis" and not to disseminate it below the 

levels of the CONARC and the Army Strike Command, except that Maj. Gen. 

George A. Ca~ver, the initially designated task force commander, was to 

be informed. It was soon evident, however, that this was too restricted 

a view. A cc)ver story was to be prepan~d by the CONARC for planning at 

lower levels~ 

On 20 $eptember, according to the officially brief information 

provided the;CONARC, 300 Federal marshals were "scheduled to ••• enforce 

a Federal Co.rt order allowing a Negro student to register L-at_? and 

attend the ufliversity of Mississippi." As a result the Arury might be 

required to 'stablish a tent city in the Holly Springs National Porest 
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near the University to furnish admini.stt·ati'N and logistJ.cal .support 

for the marsha.ls. Accordingly" a plan sb.on1Ci be. dcv:~lop,?:d for 

submission as soon as possible to the Deputy cadet: of Staff f<Or 

Opt~rat ions, which would provid~~ for a unit co administer the required 

support. The tent city force 1jJould b~ p~t;::pared ~ beginning <On 20 

September, to move and establish the tent ei;:.y on t\venty--fou:r hours 1 

notice. The. CONARC would dete.rmin•2. its t:ran;~qm:ctation.. Tentage, mess 

equipment, cots and complete D-.:~ddl.i1g, aho'''::r.s, latrin<r!s, and electric 

lighting would be required. 'I'he S'lpport ~vould be of a housekeeping-type 

on1y and would not inc:lude arms:, ammunition, and transportation. There 

could be limHed reconnaissance :i.n eivilian dress. ~['he Depa.rtment of 

thE~ Army would provide operational c:o;mnun:ica.t ions bet1>1een th'~ tent (~ity 

and the. Departments of Justice and of the Army Lri Hashington.. The CUNARC 

would arrange for the use of the National For,3Gt ~ Hhieh '\<las <!hosen because 

it was Federal property and becauae of itH proximity to Oxford and the 
12 

University. 

General Abrams and his deputy~ Col. Schlotzhauer, discussed the 

Oxf'oJ7d planning at the CONARC headquarters on the afternoon of 17 September 

with Gr:!!n. Herbert B. Powell, C1Jmmanding Genera:t, CONARC; Lt. Gen. Louis 

W. TrUluan, the Deputy Commanding General for Reserve Forc:·es; Maj. Gen. 

David lL Buchanan, Chief of Staff; and other officers of the CONARG staff. 

One, of the things apparently agreed to at that tim•e. was the use of Exercise 

HIGH HEELS II/SPADE FORK, already in progre.sst, as the covtar for Oxf:ord. 

Pre;sttmably several days earlier, during this exercise, the cc•ver story 

would run, critical problems arose e.s u result of natural disasters and 
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subsequent ci-yil disorder with mob violence. Under this cover messages 

would be disp.tched alerting forces in both the Third and Fourth Army 

areas for bot. the tent city and the task forces. This was apparently 

incorporated lnto the planning at a meeting the following day attended 

by the Commanfing General, 2d Infantry Division, and the Chief of Staff 

and other off~cers of the Third Army, in which "the entire operation was 

discussed in ~etail." 

A numbet of questions came up at the 17 September meeting concerning 

:one or the ot~er or both of the two plans that threw considerable light on 

the complexitfes involved. It was decid,ed that although units could not 

move to inte~iate staging areas prior to Department of the Army orders, 

the tent city<~ight have a forty-eight-hour rather than a twenty-four-hour 

alert. The cbwmander of the tent city would be responsible through the 
' 

normal chain pf command to the Commanding General, Third Army, and the 

CONARC (but ~this as in other matters there would be a later change), 

and the tact~al commander, or task force commander, would have no 

responsibili~ for the tent city, even with operational troops in t~ 

vicinity. Iqitially, at least, the operation would have to be accomplished 

from funds oq hand, and the CONARC would have to maintain a record of 

expenditures ffor later reimbursement. Greenwich Mean Time, known in the 

services as :!lulu time, would be used for all correspondence in planning 

and executio~. The Department of the Army would assume responsibility 

for coomunic4tions between itself, the Department of Justice, the field 

commander, t~e marshal's office in Oxford, and the tent city, but the 

CONARC would;provide administrative support for the signal personnel in 
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thE~ tent city. As to keeping integrated tite units selected c>r stripping 

thE~m of Negro personn,~l, these units would 11 j)(,Jtfor.J.ll aHsigned missions as 

thE~y now are ••• subject to final confirmation" by ~lashington. ~rhe 

CONARC would deal directly t..rith the Army Hate del Cmnmand, through Col. 

Thur:~ton T. Paul, Chief of Staff 9 Supply & l..'ia:Lntenance Ccmunand. General 

Pm.rell, for planning purposes, might: use his LY,rn discretion a.s to informing 

key persons in subordinate commands abou·t tiu:. operation. In the CONARC's 

view a reinforced engineer battali<.Jn from Fo:ct campbell, Kentucky, would 

esit:ablish and operate the tent city, the B it:e f:or l-Jhieh ought to be 

selected by the Department of .Justice, which ought to arrang~~ for the use 

of the site, rather than the Army. Finally~ it was ag;re•~d that although 

Army Regulat.icms required clearance with. state poliee for th4a movement of 

military convoys, this policy should not be adl1ere.d to in th1~ event of 

movement into Mississippi. Maj. Gen. George 'I'. Duncan, Assistant Deputy 

Commanding General for Reserve Forces, CONARC~ would be the officer 

through whom all of the CONARC 1' s responsibilities in the matter would 
1:~ 

be managed. 

Planning progressed so rapidly that in the late afternoon of 

Wednesday, 19 September, the day before He.redith vms sche:dul,ed to 

appear in Oxford for registration, Gol. Hugh F. Young, of the CONARC' s 

Plans and Operations Division, personally delivered to Col. Schlotzhauer 

in \t.l'ashington a short letter fJrotn Brig. Gen. Hugh M. Exton, 

Deputy Chief of Staff for Unit Readiness and Training, CONARC, 

enclosing important CONARC messages fc>r i.ntplement:tng the planning 

directive from Army headquarters. In the letter :1.tself the 
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CONA.RC had no recpanendations to make concerning a letter of 

instructions for the tent city commander, which had been sent it for 

review, although at did recommend a change or two in the instructions 

for the field or 'tactical-force c0111nander. 

The unit which would build and operate the tent city, if necessary, 

would be the 70tl'J Bngineer Battalion (COMBAT), at Fort Campbell without 

its usual support elements. Under the cover to be used for planning it 

would test its operational readiness to exe<!ute unprogrammed missions. 

According to the concept of operations, now spelled out, tornadoes had 

done extensive dhmage in fourteen states in the South Central and 

Sm1thwestern staJ:es, which were in the Second, Third, and Fourth Army 

ar~as. Several tities had been destroyed and many persons consequently 

wete homeless. f'or training purposes "an actual model tent city to house 

300 adult male" idisplaced persons (a figure raised to 350 the next day, 

18 September) wQuld be set up near Memphis, Tennessee. This could be used 

as a model in subsequent HIGH HEElS II/SPADE FORK exercises as well as 

iatnediately forithe displaced persons from the supposed tornado areas. 

The instr~ctions sent to the Third A11ny emphasized that this would 

be "an actual operational repeat actual operational mission" and therefore 

constituted a change in the instructions given for HIGH HEELS previously, 

which had callel:l simply for a simulated movement of "forces and/or equip•mt." 

SIPll arms woulid be taken but no crew-served weapons. There would be 

a4vance reconn~issance of the objective area, and there would be 

c(IIDIIlUnication ~ith the Memphis General Depot "and other appropriate 

mUitary installations in rthe 7 vicinity of Memphis for bivouaa righta." 
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Gas masks would be taken. Public specul-"n:::.:;,n siwuld be redu1~ed to 

another _periodical test by the~ Departmc~>J.''t: o. Dr::.renGc of planB for 

etllergency operations of a ci.vil·~de.feo.Be n.:r,.,,n :; , The troopa Bhould be 

told that opE~rational plans to be tes·ced >K<:J.:•_.;:, require rnove1rumt to the 

vicinity of Memphis to set up a model :refuge,:: co.mp, Th~l order to 

execute might: be expected at nJ.y ·citne subd>.::qu·;:.nt to :20/USOlZ September 

(1: 01 a.m., EDT) and the task for•::e. should IDe prepa:ced for an ind,afinite 
11J~ 

operation under field conditions, 

By 17 September w-ashington had drafted at :Lc:.as·.; t-1<10 s1 :lghtly 

difEerent versions of· a .tetter of iw::truetiod::; to the tent-<~::.ty commander 

to guide him should he have to take the fie'.i.d. Tl.1e CONARC fLnd:Lng no 

fault with the version sent it for- review~ the let.te:c l-lent out in 

EXGLUSIVE message form on 20 September. By its ·terms the tent-city 

commander -w•ould fix the boundary of his doma1.:.1 and not perm:i.1: military 

P':!.rsonnel beyond it except "for administrative or logistical support 

reasons." Such support would be only m1.1itaxy ~ and en routE~ to and from 

the tent city there lwuld be rw vehicle Btopu ~ except for emergencies, 

"in civilian conununi1t:ies." Suppo!c-t for the uepartment of Justice 

pcarsonrel in the tent city would be "hote:L type" only. 'rransportat.ion of 

Justice personnel, at that stage~ 'i-\ras neither contemplated nor authorized. 

The["e were to be n~ passes granted or emergency leaves auth()]:ized without 
15 

specific instruction13 from Was;hing-t.on. 
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About a week now went by with little or no apparent activity 

concerning tent~city plans, as Meredith, with small Department of 

Justice escorts, sought to enrol at the University. By Thursday, 27 

September, however, the situation was critical and -.:i•e pace stepped up. 

That was the day, when, shortly after six-thirty in the early evening, 

Washington time, the Attorney General. recalled the Meredith party because 

of a menacing drowd at Oxford. Within the: hour Deputy Attorney General 

Nicholas deB. I{atzenbach had asked tht~ Army to move the tent-city task 

force (someti.lru!s referred to as Task Force 70) from fort Campbell to 

Memphis, where it was to remain until further instructions (which 

Katzenbach thea thought would be given th1~ next day), and Abrams had 

passed the wor(l. to the CONARC. The latter wanted to pass operational 

control of thetent-city force to the Department of the Army whenever it 

might be authorized to go on from Memphis to the Holly Springs National 

Forest, and the Department of the Army agreed. The CONARC also wanted to 

know how the Qomffiander of the tent-city convoy should act if Mississippi 

officials blodked his convoy on the road to Holly Springs, and seems to 

have received 'on the 28th the not-very-he,lpful instruction that he should 
16 

not use force~ 

The tent-city force departed from Fort Campbell on the evening of 

27 September, 'less than three hours after General Abrams learned that it 

should move, •nd, except for four maintenance vehicles and three vehicles 

that had mech~nical failures en route, arrived.in the Memphis staging area, 

about 200 mil~s away, by five o'clock the next morning without incident. 

It consisted of the 70th Engineer Battalion, a combat unit, without its 

usual support elements but with medical, signal, quartermaster, and 
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information detachments, mostJ.y f:con~ the :w:~st: i •. Lr.bo:cne Divis ion, 

tc1g~~ther with a legal officer from th·<~ s~w~e <t :t.on., The force 

Maj.. Ralph S. Kristoferson. The fi~rty-une. ~-·ehi.des :ln the Clcmvoy 

included ambulances, dump truc.ks, heavy :w.it :i.:i..ght trucks (wU:h trailers) 

tra,:::tors, a tanker, and a sedan. 1Jpon 1n:·o:·Lv;c~:;. a.t the Millington Naval 

Air Station the men were bill,e;ted 1.n the g;ymnasiu.m, according to both 

the press and the Army Uar· Ro~nn Journal,, although a memorandum report 

of a ·telephone conversation with Kristofers(JU had them ~.rith his 

command post on the emergency runway. tvttil·::: thet·e Naj. Kri.stoferson 

learned from Col. Schlotzhauer on Saturday • 29 S":ptember, that General 

Abrams had assumed operational cont:col of h:L::l little command for the 

Department of the Army, but that he \-rould continue to receive logistical 

anCi adminbtrative support from the Third Army and the CONARC. 1'here was 

a possibility, Col. Schlotzhauer informed him, that he might move: out 

t:hat day, but as to when and whe:ce lle would be informed. He also received 

t:he added instruction, either during the sEmi£•. or anothe:r te:lephone call, 

that he would move only on the order of the Department of the Army and 
1:1 

not on that of the Federal marshals. 

A spec:ial press dispateh described Maj. Kristoferson 11 s for1::.e as "the 

first detachment of Federal troops to be ordered to any kind of duties in 

connection ~dth the attempt to •3nro11 J.vl:c" lv1ered:i.th. The Naval 

Air Station was clpsed to ne>Jsmen and the publi<:, but from Lt. Col. 

Thomas A. Price, the Fort Campbell deputy commander, an enterprising reporter 

le.arned by ·telephone "that the engineers were armed beeause they had been 
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dispatched un4er a 'test exercise procedure,'" that there were no orders 

to send this force "any place else," and that it "c:;uld accommodate 

several hundr•d marshals." So many marshals, Price explained, might 

tax the facillties at the air station; therefoce, >>.e Engim:.ers had 

been called iq.. ''He said the engineers had stoves and blankets in 

case any one .ad to sleep in tents." 

When the engineers arrived in Memphis they found that rumors 

concerning th~ numbers and activities of troops in the area were getting 

wide press coverage and that the information plan gave them no guidance 

as to what information they should release. This ••as the only fault they 

found with t~ plan. Through Cameron, the senior Department of Justice 

official ther,, they received instructions from Katzenbach that no 

information stould be released concerning the activities of Federal 

tllarshals or t:roops at the Naval Air Station. Since this counsel did 

not seem very helpful under the circumstances, they sought guidance fr0111 

Washington th:rough the Third Army, but received no response. During its 

etay in Memph~s the tent-city force used the orientation material in the 

information plan, which it regaaled highly, to inform its personnel 

concerning their possible mission. It then brought them up to date 

daily. "The 'lose-mouthed attitude of the troops was evidenced in the 

fact that oneHMemphis newspaper stated that sailors had talked to some 

of the Army t~oops • • • to ascertain thEdr miss ion but were 

unsuccessful in obtaining anything but a polite refusal to discuss 
is 

the matter." 
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According to th1a .Depart~~nt o:i:' Juaticc :i.n Waah.ingtcm, 1:here 1~t~ere 

140 marshals in the ~J,amphill a:cEla on 'fhursda.y cdght. l1.l t<)gether, 

counting those there and on th~:~ ways t:here. wm1ld be s'eve1=al hundred. 

"They came by automobile~ Navy transport plane, 8 and comnt~;:rcial 

airliner frodl all sections of the aation~ ;, Ineluded wen=! mar.shals from 

California 2, 000 miles away and pa.t:col.men f.rc•m. the Mexican border. Some 

repc•rts had it that by Sunday there \<!Cruld be more than 300 at the Naval 

Air Station, These reports WE~ce tw:::u::lest, fo:c on Saturday, 29 Septe.mber, 

GenE~ral Abrams informed General Ext·on of the: CONARC that inc:leme.nt weather 

gear was desired for 450 marshals to a1:rive by the time 1~he tent city 

was established. Parkas, overshoes~ and raincoat,s wc::re desi.t·ed. 

Si.gnificantly, Monday, 1 October l' Ha:> 1.10't•7 n:garded as th•e day on 'llmich 
19 

the great confrontation would oceur on the Oxford campus1. It l.Jas not 

only that the. public had reason to think thi.s would be the <~ase, but that 

the Army did. Consequently tile date ~entered prominently into mil:Ltaey 

planning. 

Maj. Kristoferson informed Gemeral Abrru:ns 1 off ice S atur.day afternoon 

that the si.te select,ed for the~ tent: city was about s'even.teen miles from 

Oxford in the Holly Springs National Forest. It was in an isolated stretch 

of bottomland on the edge of GrahaJJila' fish campt a favorite spot for bass 

and crappie Jf:ishermen on the headwa1ters of S:ardiB Lake 1e1r Reservoir, By 

the. c:ompass it was north, nort:heasit: C)f Oxford, pre~i.sely at 89° 27' W and 

39'' 32' N. 'there was one big drawb~u!k to i.t j hO\•Jever. In order to 

im1tall the. planned commercial comm.m:i.cati.ons, as the t•~lephone company 

e.xplained to the Signal Corps, fifteen D:Lilea of •constru.,c:ticm. woull.d be 



required or .• else the company would have to use its mobile microwave 

equipment. Maj. Kristoferson was instructed, therefore, to look for 

another sitt,. Accordingly, a hel icopt1~r team examined a site about 

seven miles , from Oxford on a main road near a National Park Service 

garage. Th~s site was rejected, howevE~r, because it wou~d not support 

helicopter ~perations, and it was agreE!d that the other site would be 
20 

used. 

The e1Pected movement instructions came from Katzenbach about seven 

o'clock Sat~rday evening, EDT. He wanted Maj. Kristoferson's force at 

the selecte4 site by seven o'clock the next morning. Katzenbach was 

advised that, it would be there, but that some time would be required to 

erect the t~t city. Within minutes Maj. Kristoferson received an order 

to move and ~lanned to leave the Naval Air Station in time to arrive at 

the camp sit~ around five-thirty, local time, Sunday morning. He would 

coordinate h~s movement with Louis F. Oberdorfer, Assistant Attorney 

General, and• intended to request that Federal marshals accompany his convoy. 

The Signal Ci>rps at the same time instructed the American Telephone and 

Telegraph Cof,lpany (AT&T), whose subsidiary, Southern Bell, would be 

involved ala~, to begin moving its mobile equipment from Jackson, 
~; 

Mississippi, to the Oxford area. When, for some reason, the instructions 

were changed·· an hour or so later, the telephone company refused to move 

its equipmen' to Memphis as was then requested; indeed, it refused to leave 

Mississippi 4nd also refused to accept a military convoy to the area of 
~ 

colllllitment. ;When the previous instructions were reinstituted, the. .Signal 
R 

Corps gave trie telephone company the exact location so that it could 
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procEled directly to the site~ ~,Jb.ich 

General Abrams to move 11aj. Kri.<.~toi\;::J:Jo1t. gg pLmLt~di and the latter WllS 
21 

notifi·ed immediately. Sej:·tember, thH Pre,sident 

issuted a proclamation and Executive Jr.:der 1. UJ•i':J, 

Maj. Kristoferson g s fo:rce :Left the }'i:i.U.in&;t:on Naval Air Station at 

five c' clock Sunday morning, •EDT, and closr:'cl £<"1:. the site in the Holly 

no difficulty excepting some rocks th:t o~rn ;:;.t d1e, rc 1E' Yehie les, although 

General Abrams had expressed the fe.e,r the t1 before, engendered by a 

lack of intelligence, that Kris1:oferson taight. be >valking into a trap. 

A sma:Ll airplane encir<:led the site abuui:. twelve times aft.<ar Kristoferson' s 

arrivaL 

Of greater concern~ p:cobably, ~~·as th~~. fa~t that there were 

conu:llunications difficulties. The message L·om the 'rhird Army at eleven 

o'clock Sunday morning, which repori::.Eld Ivi:aj, K.:cistoferson f s arrival, 

reported that there was no radio contact \1/ith the Nillington Naval Air 

Station, although The New York }'i~::~ reported from nearby Abbeville 

sometime on Sunday that "a huge. commun:i.eations truck with three antennae 

provided a dir<e.ct link with • • • the air stat:ion" and that Southern 

Bell crews wer'e stringing "cable. to connect. th.s site '1A1ith a nearby 

mic:rowave transmitter." As late ae1 six: o • elock that evening the 

telephone company advised the Signal O:>rpr:; it ;;,ras hav:tng difficulty 

establishing radio cot1tact from the bent city. The Switched Circuit 

Automatic Netl-1ork (SCAN) circuit, a commercial facilii!::y, was not in until 
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almost eleven o'clock and then its quality was only "fair." The 

teletype w4ls not yet in; indeed, neither it nor the point-to-point 

circuit bePween the office of General Dodge, the CINFO, and the War 

Room in the Pentagon, to the tent city, was ln until after midnight, 

l October., Covering Maj. Kristoferson' s experience in its command 

report, thle lOlst Airborne Division gave the tent-city communications 

short shrift, declaring 

that ,the communications available to the Engineer Battalion in 
the ~ent city area consisted of one scan line and one "Hot" line 
to GqiNFO. No Oxford telephone was furnished a~d the only com­
munidation with personnel on campus was through the use of the 
scan ~line to Third USA or DA with a request that they in turn 
plac. the call corrunercially through their switchboard. These 
phonts, which were not operational until late on the evening of 
the }Oth, were the only ones available at the isolated ••• tent 
city.22 

Maj. Kristoferson's arrival at the camp site attracted numerous 

persons, ._ncluding press representatives, who began arriving early 

Sunday mq:ning more or less simultaneously with the troops. During 

the day spme seventy reporters, "in addition to the local sheriff, 

members of the State Highway Patrol, and local citizens" arrived.to 

see what was going on. A number of interviews were granted, but a 

Departmeqt of Justice representative who accompanied the troops from 

the Naval Air Station denied reporters access to the bivou3.c area 

itself "•ince it was considered inadvisable to acknowledge that any 

Marshals were in the area at that tJ~e. Accordingly, all interviews 

and phot,graphy were limited to the information and press area set 

up at tht bivouac entrance."
23 
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Meanwhile, after General Ab::-arus re3;<C~te.d the Millington Naval Air 

Station at midday 01:1 :Sunday, following b.:i.:~ c'H':p;.:,rtur~~ from Andrews Air 

Force Base that morn:i.n!L he had an offieer Ii:d.t the tent c:lty. Although 

the n~cord dc•es not indicate v.;hat, if anytL:Lu;s, he had to say about: 

cmmnunications, he found the tent: c:ity ":;_n l~'"Jd shape • . • adequate," 

with lights, latrines) ~:howers 1 ;md mf:.ss "G,i< .. ," as Gem~ral Abrams 

n~p()rted to Col. Jung by telephone at ten.-.fou:cteen. Sunday nlght, EDT. 

By that time the situation in Oxford 'i<Jas ;:;;?.t·ious, and the tEmt ci·ty was 

"~w:rking on sending :wo cots and floodlights" to the Federal marslllals 
2Ll· 

in Oxford. 
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Footnotes to Chapter II 

1. (FOUO) ~INFO After-Action Report -·· Mississippi, 8 Sep 
1962 ~ 31 Mar 1963 1 (Working Copy), p. 1. 

2. The prob~ble date of 13 Sep comes from a report of the meeting 
given by Abrams to' the CSigO on 14 Sep. AbraJrnS' memo ot 14 Sep (see f. n.) 
must .have been of this meeting. It was also on 13 Sep that the OCINFO 
was advised that ~anning would go forward. See OCINFO After-Action Report 
-- Mtssissippi, 8 aep 1962 - 31 Mar 1963 (Working Copy), p. 1; and (FOUO) 
OCSifO After-Acti~ Report on the Oxford, Mississippi Operation, 14 Sep ~ 
31 0¢t 1962, p. 1: 

3. (S) Abr~ms memo for red, sub: Meeting with Secretary of the 
Army, Oxford Proble111, 14 Sep 1962, cy in (S) Chron File, Preliminary Plans 
(14 - 29 Sep 1962], Tab 3. In practice the day-to-day liaison between the 
Depattments of Ju~tice and of the Army was C(mducted thr-ough Col Bland 
West's Military Affairs Div, OTAG, DA. DF', TJAG to CINFO, sub: Manuscript, 
"Operation ARKANs.4.s," by Robert W. Coakley, OCMH, 14 Dec 1962, Comment No. 
2 (Rouillard). 

4. A biogr~phical sketch of Abrams and a copy of his service record 
are in the file qp Commanding Generals & Other Key Personnel. Both Abrams 
and Jung are listed, of course, in the current Army Register. 

5. This swetch of the planning steps taken in the ODCSOPS on 
13-14 Sep are frQtn pencilled notes, arranged chronologically, probably 
by Schlotzhauer, ~for the period 13-24 Sep 1962, in file on Planning Papers 
-- Miscellaneous ;(13 Sep - ) ; from conversation with Jung, 19 Mar 
1963; and from telecon with him, 24 Sep 1963. 

6. OCINFO:After-Action Report -- Mississippi, 8 Sep 1962 - 31 Mar 
1963 (Working Cof!y), pp. 1-2. Abrams in a (S) memo for the red, sub: 
Oxford Problem, lS Sep 1962, (S) Chron File, 15-28 Sep 1962, Tab 4, stated 
that on the 15th; he "informed Col. Coates i-coats 7 ... representative 
of the Chief of Jnformation, about the possibilities of the situation in 
Oxford as it per~ained to the Army," but th1a OCINFO After-Action Report, 
as noted, placedj on 13 Sep the granting of permission to carry the planning 
forward. Info~tion annexes sent the CONARC (on 21 and 22 Sep 1962) are, 
re$pectively, i~ (S) Chron File, Preliminary Plans (14-29 Sep 1962), Tabs 
(S) 6 and (FOUO~ 7. The author discussed troop information in the Oxford 
operation ;i.n an;interview with Col Hodges i.n Oxford on 6 Mar 1963, and in 
a telecon with ijt Col L. Gordon Hill, Ch, PIO, OCINFO, DA, 5 Sep 1963. 
For an evaluatiqn see {FOUO) lOlst Abn Div ;;1nd Ft Campbell Command Report, 
Operation Ole M!ss, Rapid Road, 1 - 10 Oct 1962, 17 Nov 1962, Incl 5, p. 2, 
with (FOUO) XVIli Abn Corps and Ft Bragg Cc~and Report, Operation Rapid 
Road, 1-10 Oct.l~62, 6 Dec 1962. 
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7. (S) ODCSLOGAfter-Action Report on Mississippi (U), 28 nee 
1962 (LOG/F2C-22328), p. 1; (FOUO) OCSigO After-Action RE~por1l: on the 
Oxfor~l. Mississippi, Operati9nl, 14 Sep - 31 Oct 1962: p. 1; and (FOUO) 
OACSI After-A<~tion Report on MJLss iss ippi~ 7 ,Jan 1963, p. 1. 

8. JAGA 1962/5052, 5 Jan 196:!; p. 2: 1:.elecon with Rouillard in 
1963; and (S) Abrams memo for the red, sub: Oxford Proble:m, 15 Sep i962 
in Chron File, 15-28 Sep 1962, Tab 4. 

9. OCSigO After-Action Report on the Oxford,' Mississippi, Operation, 
14 Sep - 31 Oc!t 1962, p. 1; and (FOUO) OCSi.gO After-Action Report on the 
Oxford, Mississippi, Operation /:-·Initial Report 7, nod., Tabs A and B. 
Abrams ret with Cook on 15 Sep,-b\lt the two Sigilal Corps reports cited here 
put his fin3t meeting t'l1ith Cook on the Oxford troubles on the morning after 
the 13 Sep Army-Justice meeting. Cf ~ Abrarns 1 memo for the red, sub: Oxford 
Problem, 15 Sep 1962, Chron File, 15-28 Sep 1962~ Tab. 4, 

10. S1ee OACSI After-Action Report -- Hiss iss ippi, l Jan 1963, pp. 1-·2; 
Inte1ligenc<e Log of Events, in which entries were made beginning 19/1130 
se~p 1'962, Oxford time; and file on Intelligence R<eports (30 Sep 1962 -
30 ,Jan 1963). Although the earliest identifiable report, ibid., 'IIJas dated 
30 Bep, the OACSI states in the af1:er·waction report here cTI.e.d, p. 1, that: 
it :Eiled sull'l!'laries and spot report:s during the period 26 Sep - 15 Q~.,;t 

and thereafter as necessary. In the .Action Officer's Book are memt:H':l 
dat1~d 27 and 28 Sep 1962 reflecting intelligence activities.. The entries 
in the Intelligence Log combined unconfirmed rumors, information derived from 
new.s reports, and information from observati<::ms on the street that any 
intelligent observer could make. It may be observed that the Intelligence 
Corps maintained a small office in OXford administered by its Region IV. 
Presumably it was engaged mainly in security interviews at the University. 
During the Oxford troubles this office was augmented. 

11. NGB After-Action Reports -- Mississippi, 17 Dec 1962, p. 1; 
OTPMG Init~~al After-Action Report -·- Nississippi, 20 Nov 1962, p. JL; and 
(C) ODCSPEll'. After Action Report, Mississippi Incident, 29 S1ep - 31 Oct 
1962' p. 1.. 

12. (S) Msg, DA (by Abrams) to CGUSCONARC, 15 Sep 1962 (DA919140) 
con.tained instructions for tent-city planning; and (S) :i.dem to idem, 
15 Sep 1962 (DA919141) contained instructions for task-Torce planning. 
Abrams signeQ. both as the Director of Operations~ ODCSOPS. 

13. (S) Schlotzhauer me1no for the red,. sub:: Operation Oxford, 
Conference at CONARC, 17 Sep 1962, 18 Sep 1962; (S) msg:, DA (by ..A,brams) 
to CGUSCONARC, 18 .Sep 1962 (DA919180); (S) Abrams memo J:or tb.e red, 
sub: Oxford Problem, 17 Sep_l962; and (S) ltr, Exton, DGofS for Unit 
Trng & Readiness, USGO~C, to DCSOPS,-sub: Classified Operation (U), 
19 Sep 1962 (ATlll'R-P&O {_ s_7 ) -· a~:L in Chron File, 15·-28 Sep 1962

1 

Tabs 8-11, respectively. See additionally 2d Inf Div Comntand Report, 
~~ Dec 1962, Tab A, p. 2. 
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14. See (S) J ltr, Exton to DCSOPS, 19 S•!P 1962 (as cited in 
precelding n.), w/5) incls, incl 1 (ATUTR-WR 301756) deiling with the 
tent city. Cys of~tbese are in Chron File, 15-28 Sep 1962, Tab 11. 
See (S) Schlotzha~r memo for the red, sub: O:Kford Problems, 19 Sep 1962, 
ibid~, Tab 13, COnf~rning Col Younc•s errand and related matters. Also see 
~{S) unsigned ~ undated fact sheet on the mission assigned the CGUSCONARC 
by m~gs DA 919140 1and 919141, ~·, Tab 7. . 

15. (S) ms~, ,DA (by Abrams) to CGUSCONARC (fot: IJuncan), 20 Sep 
1962. (DA919300). nJtrafts are with_preli.minary planning papers, 13-24 Sep 
1962 in file on P~atlning Papers -- MiscellanE:ous (13 Sep - ) • 

16. Schlotfhauer memo for the red, sub: Oxford Pcoble.m, 27 Sep 
1962; and (S) Abr- memo for the red, sub: Actions 1 Night of 27 September 
1962, 28 Sep 1962: (Chron File, 15-28 Sep 196:Z, Tabs 29 and 32, respectively). 

l 
Also see pencille¥ notes on military planning 27-28 Sep 1962, under date of 
28 Sjep in file onk Planning Papers -- Miscellaneous (13 Sep - ) ; and 
i-~g's_7 pencil,ed memo of Friday, 28/0800 Sep ~1962_7, in file on 
MemOranda -- Mis~llaneous Drafts & Rough Notes (Sep - Dec 1962). 

17. (S) Mefoo for Schlotzhauer per telecon with the CONARC, 27/2126 
Sep 1 Chron File, ~eliminary Plans, 14-29 Sep 1962, Tab 13; (C) Schlotzhauer 
memo for the red~ sub: Telecon between • • • Schlotzhauer • • • and Major 
Krittoferson •• ~. 1 29 Sep 1962, (S) Chron File, 28 Sep- 1 Oct 1962, Tab 
26; :Army War Ro~ TAWR 7 Journal, 28/0600 Sep 1962; ;;;nd "Army Engineers 
Arri-ve at Base il tennessee to Help Marshals," The New York Times, 29 Se.p 
196~, p. 8. The 1strength given, ibid. and elsewhere ~see A~ffi Journal, 
28/b245 Sep 1962t referring to an~story)_ was 110, the figure given 
SecVbef McNwnara~in briefing on ;-28 Sep? 7, Chron File, 28 Sep- 1 Oct 
196.2, Tab 5. ~ - -

18. "ArmylEngineers Arrive at Base in TennesseE: to Help Marshals," 
lOQ. cit.; and lpl~t Abn Div Command Report, 1-10 Oct 1962, Incl 5, pp. 1-2, 
XVIII Abn Corps ~nd Ft Bragg Command Report, 6 Dec 1962, Incl 3, 

19. Hall :jnemo for the red, 29 Sep 1962, Chron File, 28 Sep- l Oct, 
Ta. 18; and "A~ 1Engineers Arrive at Base in Tennessee to Help Marshals, rr lU. cit. Lt co~ }Jarold M. ("Lucky") Hall, the au thor of the 2 9 Sep memo, 
w Exec Officed, Office, Dir of Opns, ODCSOPS. 

20. OCSifo Initial After-Action Repc>rt, Tab A, p. 4t ''Tent City 
Is Built for Mafs\lals in Federal Forest Nenr Oxford" (datelined Abbeville, 
~ .. s., 30 Sep),jTle New York Times, 1 Oct 1962, p. 23_ (map, p. 24); and 
AWR Journal, 30(0 28 Sep 1§62. 
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21. S•chlotzhaue~r metuo for t.t.;;:: J:(!d~ 29 Sep 1962, in file on 
Mentoranda -- General (28 Sep - 1 Oc;t /~1962 /') ; memo i.n form of notes 
for 29 Sep chronologic;::ally arrangec., probab!y .made by Lt Col H. M. Hall, 
in fj~le on Mamoranda ~·- Mi~:Jecllane.ous Notet:; ;:..nd Rough Drafts (Sep - Dec 
1962); and Oc:::SigO Init:ial Ai"te.r Ac.ti(m Rroport: Tab .A, l?P· S-6. 

22. AWR Journal, 30/2115 St.];> l:>62; :r;;.;rc::., L:GUSATH.REE to DA, l3i/1503Z 
Sep 1962, cy in Chron File~ 28 SeJ? - 1 Oct 19S:2; Tab :318; memo, probably by 
Lt Col H. M. Hall, 29/2305 1 in fil<2 on Memo;::a.nda - Miscellaneous Drafts & 
Rough Notes (Sep - Dec: 1962); "Tent City Is Ltl for Marshals in Federal 
Forest Near Oxford," loc. cit.; OCS igo Ini.t:Ls.Jl After-Actic)n Report, •rab A, 
p. 7; and lOlst Abn Dl"V'CCOimand Report), l·Ml.O Oct 1962t Ind 5, p. Ll·, 1.'VIII 
Abn. Corps and Ft Bragg Command Report,, 6 Dec 1962 ~· Incl 3,, 

23. lOlst Abn Div Commr.md Re,port~ J.,.,lO Oct 1962., Incl 5, p. 3, 
XVIII Abn Corps Conmand Report:· i] l:,e,;~ 1962, Inc.l 3" 

24. Jung memo of telecon with Abra"'ts ~ J0/2212 /~Sep 1962 7, in 
file on Mewxanda- Mis:cellsnoour~ DrC'.fts & Rough Notes ('sep - Dec -1962). 



CHAPTER Ill 

PLANNING FOR THE TACTICAL FORCES 

Initial, Planning. -- When, on 15 :3t:fiLeub.c '- 1:, ~:, Abr a~.nf; and Army . -
Headquarters launched active planning for militcL .;w s b tance to civil 

authorities i,;n OXford, should it be requind 1 tu·:y visualized a task 

force that might be composed of one battle gro111' dl,d a military police 

battalion, tlle latter to be optional at the dif l 'dor1 of the <or:JrJa.uling 

General, CONARC (also CINCARSTRIKE). Crew··sefl'('d ,eap•Ja~J ;,10uld not 

accompany tr~ops, which would move to the targe': a '.ea ·'by "ir or surface 

transportatipn as necessary to provide quick re :; l! ''·~c. ·· Upon art iva1 in 

the target a~ea, command of the task force \vould ~c'dSi3 f com thE Coumanding 

General, CO$RC, to the Department of tl:le Army. The 1-:J'l.ter would ar:;:angE 

for signal coiiii1Unications between the DepartmentD vf Jn~;tL::e and of :he 

Army on the one hand and the field commander Oll d.e other. The proposed 
1 

plan would be executed upon orders from the Secretary 0f the Army. 

It was also on 15 September, probably, that drafting began on orders 

for the field commander. As a starter there were. brief instructions 

drafted at the time of Little Rock and later dud ag the Montgomery 

crisis. First, these were updated, and then a ne1J draft viaS made, similar 

to the earlier ones and showing their influence, but designed to fit the 

new circumstances. Later preliminary drafting filled in the blanks of the 

earlier dr~fts, excepting those left for the exe.cu·tive order .. 

The field commander, as the various drafts revealed, would command 

all forces that might be used by the President: following his executive 

order, including the National Guard, but this was changed, upon the 
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CONARC' s r.·ecornrnE~ndation, "to insun~ understandin9," to read "exc·ept 

those a~;signed to 'rent City." He would be! responsible din~ct;ly to 

the Chief of Staff. By one early draft, he ·would estc:iblish his head-

quarters in the vicinity of Oxford, Mis:sissi .. t,..>tJi, prior t.o th:! arriva· 

of the Hegular Army forces assigned to the mission, but later this 

would read "initially at Memphis NAS, Tennessee." His command of the 

Regulars, by one draft, would become effective upon their arrival at 

Oxford or some other designated arrival point, but in a later version 

he would assume command '1upon their ar:rival at Columbus and Hemphis" 

or other designated point. Respecting the National Guard, if fed­

eralized, the commander would use only such units as he might: req:.1ire, 

directing the others to remain at their home stations subject to orders~ 

In carrying out his mission, the corrunander would use only th2 

minimum force necessary. He would have direct: communication with the 

DepartmE~nt of the Army by means of a direct telephone connection 

provided by the Chief Signal Officer from field headquarters to the 

Office of the Director of' Operations. General Abrams would be the 

personal representative of the Chic3f of Staff. "While not in the chain 

of command," he could "issue orders in the name of the Chief." The 

Third Ar.my would provide the necessary :staff, lo9istical, and admin­

istrative supportti A reporting system comprisin9 telephonic spot 

reports e:very two hours, interim telephonic reports as warranted, and 

written reports every six hours (ending at 1700 hours local time and 

transmitted to reach Washington headquarters by 0400 hours the following 

day) would keep the latter fully informed. 2 
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At the CONARC meeting on 17 September it was explained, as will 

be recalled'~, that there could be no movement to intermediate areas 

prior to sMc:ific orders from Washington; that the tent-city commander 

would not bEi subordinate to the tactical commander, a qualification 

that appear1d explicitly in the orders subsequently issued; and that, 

subject to final departmental confirmation, there would be no changes 

in the racial composition of the units chosen for the mission. During 

the meeting, the Strike Command s2nt word releasing operational control 

of the unit$ chosen, which, in the CONARC's view, should be, besides 

the enginee:r battalion for the tent city, the 503d Military Police 

Battalior: fran Fort Bragg and a battle group of the 2d Infantry Divi-

sion at Fort Benning. The 503d and supporting tmi ts ,,;ould be committed 

first and Qhe battle group next. The Tactical Air Command would 

t tha... t" 3 suppor opera 1on. 

As a consequence of the CONARC' s rapid plarmihg, Col. Young made 

his person41 delivery on 19 September to Col. Schlotzhauer of the 

letter froi11 General Exton. This lettE!r, it will be recalled, recom-

mended clafifying the tactical commander's draft instructions by spec-

ifying that he would not have the tent city under his control. It 

also calle(l attention to the distinct:Lon between calling and ordering 

the National Guard into the Federal service. Inclosed with it were 
~ 

copies of five important messages that the CONARC had dispatched 

on 17-18 ~ptember, three of them to the Third Army at Fort McPherson, 

Georgia, implementing the basic directives it had received from depart-

mental heqdquarters on 15 September; and two of them to CINCSTRIKE 
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(front General Powell as CINCARSTRIKE), one of them a copy o:E the original 

messagE: sent to the CINC:STRIKE to infortn him as to the purpl:>Se of the: 

opera1tLon by quoting both messages sent by departmental headquarters on 

15 Se.ptember, and one informing him of major t:coop unit assignments. 

The troops to be prepared for duty in Miss iss'ippi, as the. CONARC 

planned initially, would be d:i.vid·ed into two task forces. One of these, 

Task Force Alfa, would be built around a military police bat.talion from 

Fort Bragg. The other, Task f'orc•e Bravo~ would be built arc>und an infantry 

battle group and would serve as a reinforcing task force on a stand-by 

basis. The Third Army "''ould work out the detai.ls of such a concept of 

operation and lo~ould provide information on task-force. strengths, vehicles, 

and tonnage to the CONARC by late afternoon, 20 Septembe:r, and an ope.r.ations 

plan be~fore the end of the following day, Task Force Alfa 'o~ould be 

prepare:d to begin movement by air to a selected location in the vicinity of 

Memphis, not later than ten hours after re:ceipt of an order to execute., but 

Task Fc•r<!e Bravo would be prepared to JllC)Ve on a twenty-four--hour notice 

anytime: subsequent to the early morning hours of 22 Septembe:r. Both task 

forces would be prepared under the initial planning to assiert civil 

authorities maintain la"'' and order in the vicinity of Memphis and 11provide 

security for designated civilian institutions and/or Tent City." They 

would take individual weapons and gas masks and would effect advance 

reconn~:tissance o:E the objective area. Crew-served weapons uould not 

be take:n~ but tear gas and riot control loreapons would be taken as 

appropriate. (Later there would ibe additional consideration of the 

questic•n of individual ""eapons, and as for advance reconnaiBsance, 



although authori~ed for the objective area, it was permitted for 

Memphis, but nevfr for the Oxford area except for the tent-city force, 

as the Military police later complained.) The Third Army would arrange 

for resupply and;for medical evacuation. As for local procurement, there 

would be none for a task force after it left its home station. The 

commander of the motor convoy would not make arrangen~nts with local 

police or traffi~ authorities unless direct1~d to do so by the CONARC. 

As in the case of the tent-city force, the tactical forces would seek 

to reduce public. speculation to a minimum. This meant, among other 

things, that no public announcement would ~~ made. If inquiries were 
4 

made the reply sljlould re that a routine exercise was in progress. 

Task Force ~Alfa. -- Task Force Alfa was to be a composite force 

built around the, 503d Military Police Battalion at Fort Bragg, whose 

co1DIJlander was Lt~ Col. John J. Flanagan. l1:s cover mission, when alerted 

on 19 September, was to test air mobility during HIGH HEELS II/SPADE FORK. 

According to Fla~agan's command report, the battalion rehearsed airplane 

loading combinat~OllS for nine days, but according to Capt. Fred J. Villella, 

the commanding otficer of Company A of the 503d, his company was not 

alerted for its tarticipation in the exercise until 24 September (probably 

because of the s~nsitivity of the operation). Company A, which, as it 

turned out, woul4 play a leading role in thE~ OXford affair, organized two 

platoons for riot control, but only one, that led by Lt. Donnie G. Bowman 

and S/Sgt. Nathai.J.iel Richey, was able to practice platoon formations. 

The other platooq., unfortunately, was short about twenty-seven men, who 

were on non-rotaled military police duty, and was therefore integrated 

with Bowman's pltttoon for training purposes,, Villella briefed his 
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officers and non-conunissioned officers concerning the company's 

possible employment in Mississippi and ha.d his unit: practice 

out·-loading by chalks from the c:ompany area t() the assembly area, 

Hedrick Stadium, and from there to Pope Air Force Base. 

Alfa included, altogether 1. besides the battalion$ chemi,cal specialists 

from the 502d Chemical Company, Fort Bragg; the 15th Field Ho::~pital 

Detachment, with six ambulances, from Fort Bragg; the 31st Helicopter 

Company (Lt Hel) from Fort Bt.nni.ng, Georgia; and the 86th Tranaportation 

Company (Lt Trl<;) from Fort Campbell, Also intended for the ta:3k for<!e, 

but not joining Alfa, 1r1ere an intelligence detachment fran Fol"'t McPherson, 

Georgia; and an information detachment from For-t Bragg. Its total 
5 

strength, at Oxford, was 689 officers and enlisted men. 

Task Force Bravo .. -- Unlike the 503d Military Poliee Battalion, 

the 2d Battle Group, 2:3d Infantry Regiment, commanded by Col. Lucien 

Fairfax Keller, which \vould be the principal component of Task Force 

Bravo., had "had very little riot control training." Upon notification 

of itB possible rolein a civil disturbance~ therefore, the: battle group 

began intensified training in riot control. Subsequently, thils "proved 

to be most effective when infantrymen were deployed agains.t rioters." 

A serious personnel shortage led to the attachment of a eompany of 

the 2d Battle Group, 9th Infantry Regiment, to both Bravo and Delta 

(thE! latter, built around the 2d Battle Group, 1st Infantry Re~gime.n1:, 

also from the 2d infantry Divis ion, was one of: the three addit:ional 

tasl<; forces created as the situation developed). Bravo co•lmprised, 

besi.des the 2d Battle Group, 23d Infantry, Company B, 2d Battle. Group, 
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9th Infantry1 and the following support forces: 4th Forward Area 

Support Plat~on; Company B, 122d Signal Battalion; 4th Combat Sup-

port Flight ~roup, 2d Aviation Company; an engineer detachment of ,. 

the 2d Engin~er Battalion; a quartermaster detachment of the 2d 

Quartermastef, Company; a medical detachment of the 2d Medical 

Battalion; tbe 2d Military Intelligence Detachment; and Company A 

(minus), 13t~ Transportation Battalion. The 2d Battle Group put 

Bravo's strength at 1,076 officers and enlisted men, but the 

ODCSOPS list~d it, at Oxford, as 1,082.
6 

Staging
1
Areas. --While Memphis, as a staging area for operations 

in Oxford, h~d the undeniable twin advantages of proximity and an out-

of-state loc<ttion, Columbus Air Force Base in Eastern Mississippi was 

much better ~ituated where troop prepositions were concerned, parti-

cularly with reference to troops at Fort Benning, Georgia. As planning 

continued an<! events unfolded the Army had to consider also the possi-

bility of putting troops not only into C~ford, but into Jackson, 

Mississippi, ;should it ever have to support the arrest of Governor 

Barnett. Fo~ such a mission Columbus Air Force Base would provide a 

better stagi~g area than the Millington Naval Air Station. Columbus, 

Mississippi, was 122 miles by road from Oxford and 175 from Jackson. 

With the location of Columbus in mind planning evidently went ahead 

with a view ~o airlifting the tactical f'orces to Columbus, while still 

keeping Mempllis available as a staging a.rea :for the tent-city force and 

as an altem~te staging area for the tactical forces. Maj. Gen. Charles 

H. Chase, wh9 then expected to be the tactical commander, thought that 

Task Force Btavo should move from Benning to Columbus Air Force Base 
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coneurrently with any .actual movement order given to Alfa.. Although 

General Abrams approved of this movement, the Tactical Air Foree (TAC) 

found that "the absolute minimum time." in which it could lift Bravo 

from :Benning, after moving Task Force Alfa from Bragg, would be 

thirty-one hours, the Bame time it l>lould take Bravo to march by road. 

Both th<t~ CONARC: and the Air Force n!comxnended~ therefore, that Alfa should 

movE~ to Columbus by air and Bravo by land, a r•z:commendaticm that was 

approved subjec.t to final contirmat:Lon. The U.S. Air Forc:e, it: may be 

said, played an important supporting role not only in 1:he Oxford planning, 
7 

but in providing the nE~cessary airlift. 

On 24 september, the day before 11eredith' s second un:succ:essfuJl effort 

to e:nrol in the University, Task Foree Alf a was on a ten-hour alert,. that 

is, it 1,;ras prepared to move from its home stat :ton ten hour:3 after rE1ceipt 

of a movement order. 'I~his was changed to one of twenty-four hours, 

howeve:r, until such time as the situation might become more~ critical., 
8 

thus putting both Alfa and Bravo on the same alert. Actually, thEI 

situation was already c:ritical in that Meredith had been turne.d away 

once and ther'~ ·was no sign of a relaxation of attitudes on the part of 

Mississippi officials. Nevertheless, the Administration hoped to av·oid 

a fin.al confrontation by giving Governor Barnett every opportunity to 

admit Meredith. At the. very lea:st it hc1ped to be able to 1Emforce the 

judicial process by using Federal manhals. It was in thi::l knowledge 

of intent that a twenty-four-hoult:' alert seemed adequate to the Army at 

that tune - and even to the Department of Justice the nex"t: day, 25 

Sept1eDliber, when "Geoghegan telephoned to ask whether the Anny had some 

general plans as to how it would react" if some. form of maJt'tial law had 

to be declared. 
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Geoghegan~ speaking to Col. Schlotzhauer in the ODCSOPS, related 

that the Attorn4y General had spoken by telephone earlier that day 

with Governor Btrnett who declared he was going to Oxford to take 

charge of the s.ate police personally "and that :te "Nould go to ~3..Ll 

and spend the r•st of his life in jail before he would see the university 

integrated." Tit-is led Geoghegan to conclude that the marshals would be 

unable to handl+ the situation that was developing. Col. Schlotzhauer 

told him about the two Army plans, which WE~re "ready to be implemented" 

--the tent-city plan and the tactical plan. In response to Geoghegan's 

request for mort detailed information concE~rning the force to be used, 

Col. Schlotzhautr described the two task forces and how it was proposed 
9 

to use them. 

As the pl.nning shaped up about this time both task forces would 

be prepared to t\ove to the objective area, now spelled out as "vicinity 

Oxford, Mississ~ppi," not later than twenty-four hours after receipt of 

order to executt; and they would be prepar1~d to operate under field 

conditions indefinitely. Road movements for Task Force Bravo were 

planned for sev,ral different routes by way of Federal highways only 

and including bpth routes through and around Mississippi. The assumption 

was that the matches would be forced; speed essential; gasoline, oil, 

and grease for the vehicles unavailable from local purchase; and that 

there would be Jittle or no assistance fro1n local authorities in traffic 
10 

control. 

Conferen~ of 26 September. -- Abrams briefly outlined the existing 

plans at a conference in Secretary Vance's home on Wednesday afternoon, 
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26 Sept~e.mber. Besides the Secret~:try and General Abrams, thEl persons 

attending this conferencl~ included other Army personnel, repres1~ntatives 

from the. Office of the Sle.cretary <>f Defense, and Marshall and Gl~oghegan 

from .Justice. The follmving day C~':l.eral Abr'"""'1ls f'illed in Col. llle:tdP 1.1 J. 

Coats of the OC:INFO and other officers on \~hat had been said at -che 

conference. The Department of Ju8tice expected that its effort:s to get 

Meredith~ with an escort of twenty-fivE~ marshals, into the Univ,e.rsity on 

27 September would be resisted~ If ttu~re. were resistance and troops were 

needed, "the decision would be made afte.r Friday, 28 September." The 

Department of ~rust ice apparently :i.ntende.d to pull back on the 27th if it 

seemed wise. The significance of the 28th was that on that day, by c.ourt 

action of the 25th, Barnett was supposed to be in New OrleaneJ to show cause 

why he should not be cited for contempt 1, but on the 26th it was not 

believe:d that he would appear; indeed, there was the prospect that a 

warrant for his arrest might be issued, vlhich might give: the. Army an 

additional mission. The Guard would be ealled, "only when and if 

requi.rE!d:," which meant that Regular Army troops would be used initially. 

There \<Ta~! further agreement "that the command 1 :i.ne would run directly 

from Washington to the Army Field Conl1uander and through thi8 all major 

guidcmee and direction l~Tould be transmitted." The necessary coordinution 

would be effected at thE~ Washington level betw.een the Departments of 

Justice, Defense, and the Army. Troops would not be moved in 

advance in order to reduce reaction time. Finally, troops would be 

prepan~d to go to Oxford or Jackson or to both places -·· de:pending 

upon the actions of the Governor. Although the Army's miss ion 

47 



naturally came,up for discussion at Secretary Vance's, the conferees 
ll 

decided that t~ey could not determine it 1~pecifically at that time. 

General fillingslea.To Be Field Commander.-- Wednesday, 26 

September, the, day of the conference at Secretary Vance's house, Meredith 

was again refu~ed entry to the University. Also, on that day, Brig. 

Gen. Charles B~llingslea succeeded General Chase as commander of the 2d 

~nfantry Division and thus would become the commander of the Oxford 
' 12 

tactical forces. 

Thursday:, 27 September, was something of a final turning point as 

~vents now mov.ed rapidly toward their climax. For one thing, it marked 

still another ~nsuccessful effort to get Meredith on the University 

campus; and it was on that day that Katzenbach authorized the movement 

of the tent-c~ty force to the Memphis staging area. For another thing, 

Exercise HIGH HEElS II/SPADE FORK, which had been used as a cover, 

terminated on that day. Thereafter, for example, in the 2d Division, 

from which twq of the task forces were to come, references to Oxford 

•atters would be to Operation RAPID ROAD. This nickname which seems to 

have originat~d with the Air Force, gained considerable currency and is 

to be found in. many of the official Oxford documents. Yet, despite its 
13 

currency it n•ver received the sanction c>f Army headquarters. 

It was now definite that the Army nrust plan for possible emplo,yment 

at either Oxford or Jackson, or at both places, as the CONAR.C apparently 

learned on wetnesday. General Abrams cl1:~.rified the situation for General 
~ 

Exton in a telephone conversation on Thursday, the 27th, when he also met 

with Col. Coats, of the OCINFO, and others at the Pentagon in order to 
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bring them up to date. If troop emplc)yt:tJ.ent should be split between 

Oxford! and Jackson, General Billingsl,~a would appoint a. comJmander 

under him at each place and would be himself in over-all command with 

his Ol<m command post located at 4~.:..che:r plhc.e f fd he might ehoose. 

Other troops were not to be alerted as yet in light of the possibility 

of employment in two places, but the GONARC and the Third Army would 

have t:o identify units, plan transportation, and make other arrangen:tents 

on a reinforcement bas is. This meant, in part v that possible additional 

airlift needs would require bringing :i.n the Military Air Transport 
14 

Serviee in addition to the already-involved 1'act.ica1 Ai.r Force. 

Although the prec:ise mission of the Army could not be clear until 

it Yl'a~l known what Governor Barnett would do, it was c. lear 1.rhat the Army 

might have to do. As a first st•ep in possible. inte:rvet1Ltio1i it might have 

to force entrance to the University registrar's office so i:hat. Meredith, 

escor1:ed by Federal marshals, could r•egister; and it might have to c:lear 

the way for Federal marshals to arres·t Governor Barnett: in his own 

capital. As .a second step in such intervention the Army would have to 

maintain law .and order, and it would have to maintain c~ommunic:a.tions: 

for the Department of Jrustice. Each step "muld have to be acc:omplished 

with a minimum of military effort. Amid existing uncertai.ntie's Army 

headquarters sent instructions to the CONARC and the Third ArDiy on 

Thursday, 27 September,. to revise planning in the light of the' over-·all 

coneept of operations now visualized. 

Under this concept, if Thursday's "test" with twenty·-five marshals 

did nC)t succeed, there would be another on Saturday morning, 29 Sep1:ember, 
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with three or four hundred marshals, and if that did not succeed, 

the Ar111y "planned td employ major portions of ••• Task Force Alfa on 

the Unlvers ity ••• campus to secure access • • • for the marshals and 

Mr. Meredith at 1700 hours Zulu" that same day. Whereas it had been 

planned to move Alf~ to the Columbus Air Force Base, and from there to 

Oxford, the Army nolo,f decided that "these initial forces would be employed 

from tbe Memphis Na"al Air Station by helicopte.r on one hour's notice or 
,; 

the shortest possibl;ie time that" the CONA.RC could recotmnend. Trucks 

would provide alternate transportation. Elements of Alfa, together with 

all of Task Force Bravo, would provide reinforcement as required. There 

would be no movement+ of troops from any location prior to a decision in 

Washington "about 2000 hours Zulu" (1600 hours, EDT) on the 28th on the 

employqent of milit~ry forces. Information on the proposed use of Federal 

marshals was not to ,be made known below the CONARC level. In keeping with 

this concept of openations Task Forces Alfa and Bravo went on a one-hour 

alert affective 193Q hours Zulu, 28 September. The troops affected and 
~ 

inquiring reporters alike would be told that th.e alert was in keeping with 

the units' STRAC st~tus, despite the fact that the newspapers were full of 

news about the Miss~ssippi situation. The elen~nts of the Tactical Air 

Force assigned to the operation would go on the same alert status as the 
~ 

CONARC and would re~pond to the CONARC upon the triggering of the operation 
15 

by the Department of the Army. 

9perations Pl~ for Task Forces Alfa and Bravo. -- A comprehensive 
, l 

~ 

CONARC operations p\an in the early morning of 28 september for Task Forces 

Alfa a~d Bravo refl~cted the washington instructions of the 27th. It was an 
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Exc:lus:Lve message for Lt. Gen. Thomas ~r. H. Trapnell, Commanding 

General , Third Army, "'ith information eopie.s for Generals Abrams, 

Adam~; of the Strike Cmnmand, Billingslea, Howze of the XVIII 

Airborne Corps, Rich of the lOlst Airborne Division, and Donovan of 

AFSTRIJr.E. It is especially notable that General Howze waB informed 

of deve~lopments for soon he would be in command at Oxford. Notable~, 

too, is the fact that now ''the .actual repeat actual mission and area 

of operations of the task forces" were set forth. The Army faced c.ivil 

disturbances that threatened Federal marshals charged with guaranteeing 

compliance with Federal court orders directing "th€~ enrollment of a male Negro" 

at The Univers :i.ty of Miss iss i.ppL An apparent: change in plans was indicated 

in the provision for moving Task For<!e Bravo "by surface and air to 

Columbus AFB to reinforce Task Porce Alfa ... if required," cather 

than moving i.t entirely by land as had been decided upon a we1ek earlier. 

The 31st Transportation Company (Lt Hel), with its attachl::d aircraft 

would be available at the Air Station for lifting Alfa to Oxford. 

Upon arrival at Memphi:s the helicopte.r company, with the !36th ~rransportation 

Company (Lt Trk), would be attac~hed to Alfa. Jackson was not loentioned 

in it:his plan as a possible objec:tive area, although it was mentioned in 

the plan's signal instr:uctions. The plan stat·ed explicitly that Task 

Foree Alfa would take "all individual arms" to Hemphis, but that, as 

stipulated in the Washington instructions of the 27th, "when initially 

employed," it would "bE~ limited to nigh·t sticks and pistols." As for 

prior reconnaissance, it was authorized only for the Naval Air Station 

at 1'1emphis. Fort Campbell would provide total resupply in support of 
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the operation. The plan further provided for medical evacuation and 

hospitaliz~tion and for signal communications. 

The t*k group headquarters and commander (Billingslea) would be 

prepared ta move by air to the Naval Air Station at Memphis on order 

of the Co~anding General, Third Army. At Memphis control would pass 

to the Dep4rtment of the Army, and on order of the Department the 

headquartets would "move by surface and/or helicopter to Oxford." The 

task group\commander would assume operational control of Task Force 

Alfa at the= Naval Air Station, where Alfa's control would pass to the 

Department; of the Army, and on order he would move Task Force Bravo 

"by Air/SU.jrface" to Columbus Air Force Base, and be prepared to 

continue :i.;!ts movement to Oxford "by helicopter and/or surface" 

transport~tion if required. 16 

Gene1a1 Wheeler's Views. -- On F'riday, 28 September, the day on 

which the CONARC issued this operations plan, General Abrams briefed 

the Vice ¢hief of Staff and General ~fueeler, the Chief of Staff 

Designate, on the latest "plans .. for the special operations in 

Mississippi." At that time the Vice Chief of Staff gave instructions 

that whe~ver the plans became operational the Secretary of the 

General Staff would see that a general officer was on watch, pre­

sumably nh the Army War Room, twenty-four hours a day. General 

Wheeler c;jave some common-sense advic:e doubtlessly based at least 

partly upon his experience as General Taylor's representative in 

Little R~ck. Abrams reported Wheeler's views as follows: 
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The plan laid t:>ut for the t::oops in the objective area 
should be in detail and well-organ:tzed, and the troops ~1ell 
instructed in it so that when they arriv,~.d ;c;;,ey could gc, ab<>ut th4a 
performance of their mission t-1ithout los·:c. motion i.n .a v~~ry 
businesslike and knmvledgeabl€~ and fl.:nn :C<.1.shion. He felt ••• 
H: was appropriate to have ammun.it:i.on on ':,J;C: 1'<;rson but only as 
a necessary requirem~nt • • • /-were it ? permitted to l:e l;:>aded 
in weapons. The troops must have a very hi.gh sense of d isc.ipline, 
b4a especially responsive to orders.and requirements of high 
disciplinary standards; troops should be, well-informed, 
particularly in '• • ' • holding theh· tempers~ not engaging in 
arguments '-7ith civilians, etc.. Th~lY should be prepared to 
accept abusive language calmly and resolutely, and wher';,ver 
officers or nonconunissioned officers obse.rve soldiers lc1sing 
control of their emotions 1 ~ , • /'msu.ch soldiers 7 should be 
ium:,ediately removed from the scene c.f the operation. 17 

~riefing of:._2ecretary McNamara. Secretary of Defensc:l Robert S, 

McNamara also reeeived information on Ft·iday to bring him up to date and, 
18 

presumably,, on what- he ought to tell inquiring reporters. 

Tas.k Force Cttarlie •. -- The possibility that Gover.noi Ba:r.·nett rnig~+- :t 

.~ '; ' . . . . . '' : --~ ;. 

become Hable to- arrest on Friday, :28 S~ptE;~mbet 1 which would broaden tt$-:~~·J,':-)~;~ . 
{ . ' .· .:;) ~¥ .~:~:~~\:(t.~.:~:-~ t ·;' 

Army's mtss ion, :indicated the desirability of identifying the additional-j'B' .. >·<:: · · 

troops that might be needed. It is doubtlessly in that context, as well' .·; 

as in that of military prudence and the instructi.C>ns of the 2~'th to reV'i$'e ' 

planning in the light of the concept of opE~ration.a then vi.sualize.d, that 

the creation of a third task force~ Charlie, should be vie.wed. 'I'h.e CONARC 

Emnounc:ed :lts creation shortly after mi.dnight 28/29 September, Washington 

time, i.n an amendment to the operations plan i.ssuc~d the day b•afore. BtLilt 

around the 716th Military Police Battalion at Fort Dix, NE~w J4arse;y, and 

c:oamanclled by. Lt. Col. Bric:e Emmett, it had the St:h and 17th F'ieldl 

Hospitaln and an information section (from Fort Dix) attached. to lt, 

t:ogethE~r with a composite military inteUigence detachment. \A.ccc,rding to 
19 

the CONARC it ha-d an aggrE~gate strength of 677. 
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Proposed ~tructions ~ent General Billingslea for Planning. -­
~ 

It was now Saturc1,ay, 29 Sept~rnber, and under the court's order of the 
X 
ij 

day before the Governor had until the following Tuesday to comply with 

the finding that ~redith be admitted to the University. Clearly time 
,y 

was growing shor~, for surely there would not be another period of grace •. 

Soon, therefore, i:tne Army might have to act. At this juncture Army head• 

quarters sent Bi~lingslea at Fort Benning, for planning purposes, the 
; 
-: 

texts of two proriosed messages. The intention was that should it be nee-

ess&ry later, th1se would be sent him in "approved official copies." One 

of these was to <tesignate him as the field commander and to provide him 

with his basic iq.structions, which had reached this form through the 

20 drafting and revfs.l,.on that began on 15 Septe~mber. 
' 

The other p.toposed message was a "fragmentary order" based upon 
~ 

"as~umed Army mi$sions resulting from expected Executive Orders." It 
! 

was; expected thaf, although the mission and tasks might vary slightly, 
rt 

"~ general concc:ept of the operation should remain firm." The situ­

ation forseen wa$ that Mississippi officials would prevent the enrol-. 
~ 

attend~ce of Meredith at the UnivE~rsity in Oxford, and that 

Barnettt ~d possibly other state officials, would take refuge 
~ . 

.• li 

fmn the ltli ted ~tates Court of Appeals "on the lOth floor of the blank 
! 

building in Jackpon • • • ringed and occupied by Mississippi State 
:i 

police and deputj..e.s." (The Governor, held in civil contempt the day 
; 

before, now actu~lly faced arrest if he did not comply with the Court's 
w 

~sday morning ,eadline for compliance, but the proposed fragmentary 
il 

~ 

order did not pu~ it in those terms, but in terms of appearance before 
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the Court to show cause why he should not be held in contempt.) 

Tht:!. Army's responsibility w•ould be, in enforcerilient of Federal 

court orders, to remove "all obstructionu to the apprehe.nsion of 

tru~ Governor, or of the Govt:!.rnor and other state officials, and to 

rellwve "all obstruction" to Meredith's enrolment and attendancE~ at 

thE~ UnivE~r::lity. After the removal of such obstructions the At111y' s 

re~1ponsibility would be for the "maintenance of lm11 and ordt~r.•·• 

General Billingslea rv~ould "be prepared for assignment of any National 

Guard uni.tB" that might be ealleo. but Hhould the situation per1111it :i'.t, 

he would hav•2: these units SElrve at their home stations. He would also 

"plan for 1:he phasing-in of National Guard units and the eventual 

release of all Regul.":lr Army units from the Oxford • • • area" (.as had 

been accomplished largely in Operation ARKANSAS). 

In this operation the Army would "us1e. minimum strength and force 

to accompU.sh its tni.ssion," which would 11not pre.clu.de • • • use of the 

entire Task Force Oxford /-a name giv•en herE~ to all the troops that would 

be at Billingsleavs disposal_7, if ne,cessary,'' If a squad sufficed, Gene,ral 

Billingsleai should not use a platoon, but "to assure: successful completion 

of the miss ion, reselt"Ve forces must be~ responsive to any • 1Hscalation. 

requiring n:LOre troops." The same policy would control the use of force, 

which norma,lly would follow a priority of "unarmed r·ifles (no bayonets); 

unarmed rifle.s (fixed bayonets with sheathe1 on); tear gas (GN); unarmed 

rifles (fixed bayonets, unsheathed); loaded rifles.'' There would be 

"similar ]Priorities f:or carbines and pistoh." Adherence to this pt:>licy, 

however, should not be permitted to "jeopardize successful completion of th.e 

mis1J ion." 'rh.e riot c:ontrol .agents CS or CN, described as gases,, would be 
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used if "cl+arly required to accomplish the mission and lesser efforts 

would not suffice." General Billingslea would have authority to use 

cs or CN bu~ he would have no authority to delegate this discretionary 

authority t~ any subordinate. 
; 

Finally', since the Army's miss ion was only the removal of 

obstructioni to justice, Federal marshals, "wherever possible," would 

take civili~n troublemakers into custody. Whenever Army personnel had 

to take custody they would "immediately seek a Federal marshal to talce 

over such c1!stody." By the same to~r,, l:ne Army's mission would not 

require it to escort Meredith or actually apprehend ~nd escort Governor 

Barnett or pny other Mississippi official. The Army would provide "only 

the assurance that no one" would interfere with the marshals in carrying 

out court orders. The marshals would apprehend; the Army would simply 

clear the pfith. This policy would apply "to any subsequent missions 
21 

resulting ftom Executive Order(s), unless directed otherwise ••.. " 

Specipl Problems. -- The policy spelled out in the proposed 

fragmentary'order on the use of rifles and bayonets remained unsettled 

until quite late. This was despite established Army doctrine that "tile 

rifle with bayonet is the most practical weapon for general use by troops 

in riot control operations." On the 27th with Army·doctrine evidently in 

mind, Gener•l Abrams apparently favored the commitment of troops with bayo-

nets sheath'd and armnuni tion on their persons rather than in their weapons. 

Tear gas oulht to be used before ammunition and bayonets, in his view, 

and the tro~s ought to be prepared to use the CS riot control agent. 

In the instructions to the CONARC and the Third Army on the 27th, however, 
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the arms to be used by Alfa's troops, if employed~ would "not ,;:.xce~e,d 

night st:ieks and pistols," but they were to have "the capability to use 

CN and C:S .. " . Although there may have been objections as late a:~ 28 SeptE~mber 

to the ta~;ing of rifles even to the staging area, General Abrams au.thod.zed, 

either late on thE~ 27th or early on the 28th, thei.r positioning there in 

response to a CONARC inquiry. He cautioned, however, that they could not be 

taken to t:hf~ objective area without further authority, and decided, probably 

on 29 September, that he would take up with the Department of ~Justice the 

question of whether the military i,JOlice might "use rifles" rand/or? 7 
22 

the "shotgun-riot gun." The decision waEI, finally, :Ln the affirmative, 

as is seen from the proposed fragmentary order, which later issued 

officially in almost exactly the same form. General Bi11ings1Ha, howeve.r, 

did not ac.tually replace night sticks with rifles until specifically 

authorized by Abrams to do so shortly before his ac:tual departure for Oxford. 

In the Littlle Rock operation i1t: was decided that the Negroes in the 

lOlst Airborne Division, of whom there were 114, would not be used in the 

operational force where they would be in eon.tact with the civilian 

population. Later, in the preparations for possible troop employment in. 

Montgomer-y, Army headquarters laid down the policy that the selected 
23 

troop units would be sent without stripping out their Negro members. 

The question of how· to use Negro personnel came up again, of c'ours·e, 

dur-ing the Oxford preparations. At the H September meeting the 

instructions given the CONARC were that subject to departmental 

co;nfirmation there would be no changE~s in the racial composition o.f the 
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units chosen fot the mission. According to General Billingslea, he 

made the dec is ilm "during the planning phase" "that Negro personnel 

would remain in,: their respective units and duty posit ions during the 

operation," but that 

on 2 Octo~er after the campus was under control, Colonel 
Harris, special adviser to General Billingslea, received 
a telepho~e directive from the Department of the Army that 
negro perfonnel would be removed from assignments in the 
public eyt and be retained within parent unit but employed 
only in bpae camp or unit trains. As a result considerable 
resentment was noticed among negro troops. Four days later, 
on 6 Oct., instructions were received from rthe 7 XVIIIth 
Airborne torps that negro troops would be returned to_their 
normal duty positions. 

Despite this re¢ollection of General Billingslea's, however, Col. 

Harris told Gen~ral Wheeler on Monday afternoon, 1 October, in a 

telephone convetsation during Billingslea's absence from the office, 

that Negro sold~ers in Oxford were "not being used on patrol" (as Senator 

Stennis had heard they were from an assistant to Chancellor Williams), 

"but were being;used back in the administrative areas." 

General Abrams later recollected that at a meeting in the office 

of Attorney Gen,ral Kennedy on 27 September he informed the Attorney General 

tnat the troops! planned ~or use in the Mississippi operation were 

integratep units with an average of 15% Negro personnel; that 
the units1would take all their personnel to the area, including 
Negro per~onnel; and that verbal instructions had been issued 
that whe~~ and if employed on a mission Negro personnel would be 
withheld ~rom committed units so that they would not come in 
contact wJth the civil population, in order to avoid unnecessary 
incidents!,. 

On the following day the matter came up again in a conversation between 
24 

General Wheeler! and the Attorney General. 
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)!:vidently by Sunday, 30 September, the policy was as General 

Wheeler stated i·t on Monday morning, 1 O<:tober; in personally written 

instruc:tions for a message to be sent General Howze: "Pass 1:o 2!:~!! 

the instructions we gave Abrams &. Billingslea forbidding us'e of Negro 

troopers on operational miss ions bringing them. ~-n contact with the public. 

This applies to truck drivers & radio ope:n-.tors of patrol j'e~eps. Keep 

Negro troops in base camps or adm:i.nistrat::Lve support duties .. " In its 

reference to truck drivers this statem"mt: was at soo:u:~ variance with a 

memorandum of 29 September indicating that Negro soldiers should be 

employed as driv•~rs and cooks rather than as "part of rthe 7 front lines." 

It appears from the record, then:, that actually there was some 

confusion about the policy or possibly some failure to communicate it to 

the field. It is possible, for exampl~:~, that the Charlie fc•rce 

misunderstood itB orders, which WE~re that if the unit: were c:onunitted 

"no N1egro troops would be used." Interestingly enough, through an error 

a Negro sergeant in the Charlie force ~rent to Oxford with his white 

comrades, whereas the other NegroE~s in the unit did not get to Oxford 

until a week later as a result of the e~xplicit 'order to int«:,grate of 6 

October. The other task forces that wemt to Oxford apparent:ly all tock 
25 

their Neg;ro members. 

In order to guarantee that there would be an adequate airlift of 

troop1:1 from the. Memphis .area, the Department of the Army rec~:eiVI~d 

autholrity "to request and accept" the support o:E Marine Corps helicopters. 

These would "support Gem!.ral Billtngslea by being prepared to lift 300 

armed men., without field equipment, from the Naval Ai.r Station at Memphis 

and place them on the campue1 of t~he University at Oxford .. • • at 
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1700 hours Zulu, l October 1962," and then re~turn to the Air Station for 

300 additional me~. It was believed they could be released on 2 October. 
i' 

AbrallS took the m.t.tter up witi:l the Navy in the early afternoon of 29 
' 

September and by ~id-afternoon the Chief of Naval Operations had ordered 
~ ~ 

the Commander-in-¢hief of the Atlantic Fleet to position twenty-five 
~ 

Marine troop-carrfing helicopters at the Air Station, with necessary 

support, their cr~w members to have full equipment, including gas masks. 

At that time, as the Chief of Naval Operations understood the situation, 
r-

ten4ative plans lpoked toward airlifting troops so that they would begin 

to arrive at the Naval Air Station at eight o'clock Sunday evening, 30 

September, Washi~ton time. The arrangements for Marine helicopters was 

significant not orly because it involved a new facet of a complex 

undertaking, but qbecause they looked toward possible troop employment on 

Mon~ay, 1 Octobe~. Nevertheless in the early evening of the 29th the 

Chief of Naval 0Rerations advised the Commander-in-Chief of the Atlantic 
' 

Fleet that the helicopters should be at the Naval Air Station at two 

o'clock Sunday a~ternoon, Washington time. Then about nine o'clock the 

same evening he 'dvised of an advance of the~ estimated-time-of-arrival 
c 26 

to noon on Sunday, the 30th, Washington time. 

Movement of Signal Equipment. -- LatE~ Friday afternoon, 28 September, 

Billingslea begaf loading his task group helmquarters equipment aboard 

six~een C-130 aircraft that had arrived at the Lawson Army Air Field, and 
-

completed the tafk later that evening, only to receive instructions from 

t~ Third Army tp unload fourteen of the planes and release thea to the 

Air Force, to whifh they were returned Saturday morning, 29 September. 
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At the saa~e time the Third Army plac•ed the task force personne:L on a 

twenty-four hour alert with the proviso that they t.~ould resume the. 

one-hour alert, on which they had be·en sincE~ earli.E!r that aftelmoo•n, 

at midaftE~rnoon, Sunday, 30 September. In prep·;;r.stion for posoible 

troop employment, however, General Abrani.S on the 2.9th confirmed orders 

given to the CONARC by tele:phone to move thE~ cormm:mications equipollent 

for General Billingslea's task force, or task group, headquarters to 

the Naval Air Station near Memphis that day.. Accordingly, the two 

remaining C-130 aircraft we.re unload•ed, relc>aded "'ith the s ignlil e.quipment, 

and dispatched to the Air Station in the 1e.arly evening. General A.br8.118 also 

requeste.d General Billingslea to moVIe his headquarters to the A.ir Station on 

Sunday, 30 September, at which time he would come under the operational 
27 

control of the Department c•f the Army. 

At the last accounting Task Force Bravo vmuld move from Fort Benning 

at least partly by air, but with Task Force Charlie added to the t.a.sk 

group thE~re was evidently the problem of moving :i.t from Fort Dix, New 

Je:rsey, in case of need, since the distance from Dix to the objective area 

wa1s considerably greater than that from Fort Benning, from whit:::h Bravo 

could moVE~ by land. As a c:onsequence, thoe airlift for Bravo w·a.s diverte~d 

on Saturdny afternoon from Lawson Army Air Field to McGuire Air Fo1rce Base 

tc' airli.f1: the Charlie forc:e from the latter if need be. BraV4:1 1 apparently 

after the matter of an ovez:land march to Columbus Air Force hae wa.s cl.ared 

wi.th the Attorney General, would go by land as had been planned esLrlier, 

although. us late as five o'clock Saturday afternoon the intent was: to 

move it to Memphis by air c1n Sunday "with no land tail" and wi.th an eye 

toward i.t~• possible use "sometime on Monday," when "we can do 1t:.he whole 
20 
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It i$ evident that although Monday, 1 October, was regarded 

generally f8 the target date, caution nevertheless dictated having 

troops in the Memphis staging area on Sunday, and so it was decided, 

probably i-, a telephone conversation between General Abrams and 

Katzenbach. late Saturday afternoon. ~rask Forces Alfa and Charlie 

would be s~nt to Memphis to arrive by noon, sunday, local time, as 

General Abrams informed General Billingslea to aid him "in being 

prepared tp operate by noon" on that day. Underscoring the nature of 

the operat~on was the notation in Saturday's memoranda file to be sure 

to notify tte Department of Justice "prior to" the departure of the 
29t 

troops. 

Tas~ Force Delta. -- Also on Saturday, 29 September, Washington 

authorized• General Exton of the CONARC to place Task Force Delta "in an 

alert statf.ls" whenever he received orders to initiate movement of Task 

Forces Alf:a, Bravo, and Charlie. Actually, Delta had been placed OD a 

four-hour alert, although not assembled, at Benning the preceding day, 

and then ~ith the other forces placed on a twenty-four hour alert until 

Sunday aftiernoon. Task Force Delta thus appeared at that ttme as the 

fourth of .the special task forces created for the Oxford operation. 

Formed arqund the 2d Battle Group, 1st Infantry Regiment, 2d Infantry 

Divis ion, :Delta, as did Bravo, included a company of the 2d Battle 

Group, 9t._ Infantry Regiment. Also attached to it were a truck coapany 

(the 666tl Transportation), ordnance,, signal, aviation, medical, 

quarterm84ter and engineer troops -- 1,196 men altogether. Its 
30 

commander!was Col. Edgar R. Poole. 

62 

~ - ~~ ~-- -- -----.,..-..-

• 

' 

• 



!:~!!!;& of Saturday Evening. -·· Saturday eve.ning saw ev~!>nts 

c:rowdin:g upon each other, partly in anti<~ipation of Governor lElarn•att's 

refusal (made known around ten o 1cl()ck) t:o gi~~ the President the 

aHsuran•ces he sought.. Early that evening the l':::ctical Air Force ordered 

executi•i>n o•f its operational plans to provide airlift for ·rask Forces 

Alfa and Charlie, and about ten o 1 clock, with the Air Force waiting, 

Gtaneral Exton ordered the First and Third Armies to execute the 

o;perati·ons instructions of 28 September, as amende.d. Alfa and Charlie 

would m·ove to the Memphis staging aJ=ea by air • the: former begtnning at 

30/0200 Zulu and the latter at 30/0530 Zulu (eight and eleven···thirty p.m. , 

CST, re:spectively, 29 September). Bravo would move to the Menlphis area 

by surface transportation beginning at 30/01530 Zulu, avoiding Mississippi 

en routta. Within the hour Maj. Kristoferson received final notification 

to take the tent-city force to Mississippi and Col. Baldwin, Secretary 

Vance's aide, called General Abrams to tE~ll him tb.at Maj. Gen •. Chester 

Clifton, Jr., the President's military aide, had called at ten-twenty. 

Apparently the Pt·esident wanted a force of 500 military polic•e:men at the 

Mtamphis staging area, in addition to thoEie already scheduled for arriva.l 

there, as soon as possible. This resulted in orders to the 7:Wth Military 

Police .Battalion at. Fort Hood -- Task Force Echo. Within the hour, too, 

the Att•orney Gene.ral was on his way to the White Rouse and Se•:!retary vance 

was on 'l:he way to his office. A fe\J minutes later General Abrams 

tc!.lephoned Col. Baldwin to say that there was a lack of intelligence 

informat.:Lon and Kris.toferson might be wallki.ng into trouble. 

G4meral Wheeler was brought up to dilte and five minutes befor•e: 

m:idnight the Pentagon learned that the President would have 
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a preaa conf•"tfc• (probably a neve briefing by h18 prua aecretary) at 
Ft 31 

t•lve-thirty a.p'!, Sunday morning, just thirty-flve minutes later. 

Preaident1•• Proclamation and Executive Order. -- Meanwhile, at 

OIM ainute put ~ldnight, 30 September 1962, President John F. bnnedy 

put his name to ~clamation No. 3497, "Obstruction of Justice in the 
~ 

" 
St4te of Missiafppi." Declaring that the Governor of Mississippi and 

otller officers atu:J persons in that state were "willfully opposing and 

ob.tructing the !enforcement" of Federal court orders, that as a conaequeaee 
~· 

it was impractidable to enforce Federal laws in Mississippi "by the ordlaary 
' 

cO\&rae of judicftal proceedings," and that the Governor had not given hia 
i . 
~ 

"a4equate assur.aes" that Federal court orders would be obeyed and 1• 
~ 

an4 order maint~tned, the President commanded "all persons engaged in 
~ 

such obstructio~ .of justice to cease and desist therefrom and to disperse 
' ff 
" 

aD4 retire peacelably forthwith." He stated his authority as "the ,, 

COQStitution an~ lawa of the United States, including chapter 15 of Title 
i! 
~ 

10 of the Unite~ States Code, particularly sections 332, 333 and 334 
32 I 

tt\4reof." A~ headquarters in Washington had expected that there· 

wo~ld be a time ~lag between any proclamation and its following executlve 
! 

or4er, as there lhad been in similar cases in the put, but wben tbe tia 

c.-a there was ~ne, for President Kennedy issued his proclamation aDd 
~ 

~cutive order pore or less simultaneously, thus adhering to the fora 
. ~ 

~ 

of the proclaaatjjion but not to tbe theory that there should be opportunitr 

to retire froa ~ fray. 

Executive prder No. 11053, "Assistance for Removal of Unlawful 
I 

Obetructiona of Puatice in the State of M:l.asisaippi," 30 September 1962, 
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quoted the: E~ssent:i.al parts of the ;~n-oclau:.:<t:Lon of th.e snrr.e dat·E~ and 

declared that, sinct~ its commands had not ~;,.:;,bn (.bt:y;::d, obatr11cti.on 

of the court. orders still existed and thn~att::?.ned r . .::• cu':c:U.nue; ei.ted 

SEC.'TION 1. The S·e.ccetary of De.~·::·.~"!.LU:C. it <'.udwr:i.;~ed 

and d:i.recte.d to take all .'l],•j:H.'O±.'l:iat:; •d:f•.p:'i e.nfox:-ee. all 
orders of the United Stat;::.n Di:::·i::d.C'.t: Cot\r"~: f,>r- thc~ Southe:rn 
Di:strL:::t of Mississippi and thE: u ''ite · .~:t:a:':B;, C<:lUrt of 
Ap:peals for the Fifth CLceuit and to i 'C''ll'.ove -~; ll obstructions 
of justice in the StaL<'c iJ •iEuiu:. :l 

SEC. 2. In fucthe.:ce.Y·.::t.:. (!r i:c1e c~lf~.J.ce-:::;r'"L·c of the 
afOt>efllll£~.1tioned ordcc.:cs of t.h.:o UnLLe/i St:['J.~ ~, J·;_,\' ,: .u.t Co',lrt. for 
the Soc1thern District of r1:'ss ies J L -'il•.td. t:hc United States 
Couct of Appeals for the FLtth CL'·<~t·.>l. ·: :;::•c:=.ctrTy of 
Defense. is authorized to LWB stwh ,Jf Ue ,.,,,·.u }::'oTee.s of the 
Un:i.t.e.d .States as he m;;y deem '"~:cc;,:;> ··:y. 

SEC. 3. I /~the. President 7 ll':'.r·=~ .~>.l.ltoci:;,·,:, 1:he 
Secn~ta.ry of Defense :to call Ll:t(~ ,,h.e ;,;_;::·::: ;:; 01il:Ltary servie~' 
of t h.e United States, as he tnay d;;eE.c ::cpp:..: .:r:•r .uri::•e: to ea.:cry om~ the 
purp•:JSP.s of this order, cuy o!:' sLL LY ·' :>c<:"· llJ:o:;,y National 
Guard and of the Air NatLonal Guard c:d.: t~e Sca1.>": of I'1issi.ssippi 
to I!Jiarve in the active n1ili.ta:c.i sel~v:~::.;=·. ,,;= t~·.e \it<Lted State8 
for .m. indefinite period and unti!: nzd.Le<,'<"~' ;;l.ppropriat•e orders. 
In carrying out the pro~n.s :L.:;ns of ~; <;cj; :Lon ~ , ·: t1e. Secretary of 
De fens•:: is authorized to use the 'lm.:Lb> -~ attd !JieL!beru thereof~ 
ordere<:;. into the acth'e military E:e:~.·v:I:.c~'~ of Lhe Un.Lted States 
pursuant to this section. 

SEC. 4. The Secretu:ry oi~ UcfLrm<' i,: ::::\.:ci>~cr:i;~ed to dele:g:ate 
to the Secretary of the Array or th;.·. d"='U:\~t2.:CJ· ui ~:he Air Force, or 
both 1, ;;.ny of the. author it~' eoni'err'C.c. upm:; i:;~rL oy this order. 33 

iss'-Iance of 1t:.he executive order Secc<::ra:r.--;, cY JJ,,·l'·e.lwc Mcl'!amara~ by a 

memorandum of 30 September to the S ;=;u:etE . .cy· : ~''"' and the 

Secretary of the Air Force, callet1 hd:o tho, .tct .. ' . .;e .n::.licary service of 

the United ~;-l:ates1 effe.ctive a·t tvo ·miaute:s .:n't.:c~r midnight, 30 September, 

EDT; "all c•f the units and rnembe.n! of the A:-:·my Nad.unal Guard an.d Air 

National Guard of the State of Ivli"lsis:Bippi , . for an :Lndefin:Lte 



period and until relieved by appropriate. orders." At the same time 

he directed Secretary Vance to take whatever action Vance deemed 

necessary, using either Regular Army or National Guard forces, or 

both, to impleaent the White House and Defense •Jr..i!:!rs, a,td he deleg.t:~ted 

to Vance all :the authority vested in thE: Secretary of Defense by the 

executive order respecting the use of these forces. Copies of 

Secretary Mclfamara' s order were to "be furnished forthwith to the 

Governor of ltiss is sippi and to" the coua11ander of the Army and Air 

National Guard of that state. 

Vance thereupon transmitted the call to the Guard through 

Governor Barnett by means of a message in which he quoted McNamara's 

order and of which he sent an information copy to each of the ccmmanding 

generals of ~he Mississippi Guard. Gem~ral Greenl ief, the Assistant Chief 

of the Natio$al Guard Bureau, telephoned Maj. Gen. William P. Wilson, 

The Adjutant'General of Mississippi, read to him the orders calling 

up the Guard. and then telephoned the same information to Brig. Gen. 

Claude F. Cl~yton, of the 31st Infantry Division Artillery and the 

senior conmander of the Mississippi Army National Guard. He also read 

to Clayton a message from Abrams concerning Clayton's personal duty 

assignment. At Vance's direction General McGowan, chief of the Guard 

Bureau, sent Governor Barnett a message copy of Secretary McNamara's 

order and se~t an additional copy to Wilson and one to Clayton. 

Secretary Vatlce' s message was reported delivered to the Governor's mansion 

at three-thifty Sunday morning, CST, but as of around noon on Sunday 

McGowan's ~sage to Governor Barnett remained undelivered. At the state 
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By the orders th.uo~ 

,,-! 

operational cunt.n:;l. ~~,,.,. ·:,, 

Gua~d, but tt~ gdin 

Guard, with an assigned s·i:rcL.J.';\ ~~ c·• 

,, ,·, 

··.· ~- _,_.,, w.::.n.t to each 

l-2pecial delivery. 

:_·;:. to .c..ssemble 

, __ :,, •.l2r:.:ti B:U 1 ings lea 1 s 

'lid furnistt the 

·, '' -" .;tnuy National 

, " j 1 ;;_nd US-300, 

i l;,~ Army Guard and 

,,_, ... · ·.1 __ ''·:,rt'>c:<..rc:d in each case 
~:~4 

•·- 'l62) l:a.d had nc part in the 

preliminary planning, and t,lt:r.c ,_-_,_,.," c:aL ccc' ''-:' 

w.u.st of the men 

noon, Sunday, at least eighty pen~·->TL of tlce C:; •. uu·d·::;:r~n had reported to 

ninE:ty-two percent had re:pYcccd. A~> \~ ils m•.; Th·"· Ad jut ant Greneral of 

Miss: iss ippL, viewed the mobi.1i:<.ation 1 i.l: >J:ilB ":Ln ::•.cC'.ordance ·with a . . 

plan .. . . practiced on many or;::ca::; :Lom:: .. " Th;::: ,:·eaponse "·1ms completely 

sat;~sfactory" with 11 absolutely no incidents oi any individual willfully 



refusing to report •.... Wheu the cal.L \·lent t\J Lte . . units, they 

did not know the purpose for ,./r,::.Cl tJn::.y were called, and therefore 

responded itt the same r.·.1anner . . mobilized for a 
' 35 

Actually, the decision to caL. the Iv!issic;c'i~pi G•"'ard was a late 

one. Not ut1til the period 27-23 Sept~mber dil th~ planners in Army 
~! 

headquarters obtain the names d•.1c, addn~sses of k.::y personnel in the 

Mississippi Guard from the Guard iU:cea.•J. and <::pp{ rent ly the Bureau 

never enterf~d into any serious discuss ion of th.:~ calling up of the 

Guard until~ early Saturday evening, after Genera~ Greenlief had been 

called at f~ve-thirty to the Pentago:;n from his heme to read a message 

on the developing situation and t:o attend, about six o'clock, with 

General Abr!ams, General Dodge, and various other officers from the 

ODCSOPS, a ~eting in Secretary Vance's office. There the possible 

use of the puard was discussed, but the dec is ion as to whether or not to 
' 

call the Guard was up to the President and he would not make it until 

later that :night. General Gree.nlief took the oc<::.asion to reconmend, 

however, that if the Guard were called, the Air units should be 
>i 

included iq the call. He also advised that if the decision to call 

the Guard 'Ft"e made that night the 1st Battle Group, 155th Infantry 

Reg~ent, ~d the 108th Armored Cavalt~ Regiment could close in Oxford 
36 

by ten o'clock, Monday morning, 1 October. 

Althtugh Maj. Gen. Sherman T. Clinger, The Adjutant General of 

Arkansas, +erved with the Guard when :Lt was called up in Operation 

ARKANSAS, lfilson of Mississippi apparEmtly was not called during the 
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Oxford ·t:roubles; however, Col. Marshall E:. Bush, the state's Assi1:1tant 
37 

Adjutant General, was called to duty. 

An unusual case under the circ~umstances was that of Clayton, the 

Ct:>llllland:i.ng General of the 31st Infantry Di\l'irs iun A.ttillery, MiLas i::~sipJ;L 

National Guard, whose position in civil life was that of the Unitt~d 

States District J'udge, Northern District of tv1issiasippi. ,Judge Clayton 

received orders early Sunday to report to General AbraJits at th.e 

M:lllington Naval Air Station that afternoon a.s a special advifiOr, in 

which position he would be removed from t.he ch.ain of command. Ph~ading 

a conflict of interest, however, and declining to be called under a 

p:rovis ion of the law exempting Federal judges, he secured the dispatch 

of hi.s official release before the day was over. According to General 

G1:-eenlief, after Clayton raised the question of this conflict during 

their early Sunday morning telephone~ conversation, it was agrE~ed in the 

Army War Room "that: the Justice Department through the medium of ~Judge 

Clayton" s immediate superior should reque.st the Army to release General 

Clayton .. " Clayton, however, had his own more direct method --· a discussion 

of the problem with Senator Eastland, "who told h:Lm 1 " General Abrams reported 

late Sw1day afternoon, "that orders relieving ~ • • ~-Clayton_? from 

Ft~deral duty would be forthcoming at {_-the_] request of rthe 7 U .. S. 

Attorney General. 11 General Abrams t:herefor·e asswned the responsibility 

ol: explai1e1ing the matter tt:> the Secretary of the Army a.nd told Clayton 

hE~ would !Clot need to report to him f'or du.ty "but could proceed • .. • to 

attend judicial proceeding~~ at Greenville tomorrow." "Simply stated, 11 as 

Cllayton w:rote Abrams follo1o1ing his release, military service "would have 



put me, a Un~ed States District Judge, in the field to assist in the 

enforcement qf orders of United States Courts. And many, if not all, 

of the rrosequtions for the rioters at Oxford and at the University . 
~ 38 

will be for trial in my court." 

Immedi.tely after the assignment <lf Judge Clayton as an advisor 
i 

to General Abrams, instructions went out to three Mississippi Guard 

' units to pr~are, following assembly in their respective armories, for 
~ 

vehicular mqvement to Oxford, Mississippi, closing there not later than 

ten o'clock i,Monday morning, 1 October 1962. Their c011111anding officer• 

were to repprt to General Billingslea for instructions at the Millinaton 

Naval Air ~ation by two o'clock Sunday afternoon, 30 September. one of 

these unit~ was the 1st Battle Group, 155th Infantry Regiment, Col. Marion 

D. Odell cq~anding, with headquarters at Laurel, Mississippi, in the 
~ 

Southern pfrt of the state, its most distant company being about 250 

miles fram~Oxford. Another unit was the 2d Battle Group of the 155th, 

with head~arters at Amory, Mississippi, north of the Columbus Air 

Force Bas~ and twenty-one miles southeast of Tupelo, which put it 

relativelj close to Oxford. The third of the Guard units instructed to 

be ready f.o move on Oxford was the 108th Armored Cavalry Regiment, Col. 

James G. ~artin commanding, with headquarters in Tupelo, Troop E in 

OXford i~elf, and other troops in such nearby towns as Holly Spriags, 
~ 
~ 

Water va~ley, and Pontotoc. 
# 

Th~ strength of these units upon subsequent arrival at OXford 

was, restectively, 797, 794, and 1,525. There would also~ called to 
~ 

OXford af small unit of doctors and enlisted men from Col. David tfU.aon•s 

134th S~gical Hospital, wh~ch only recently had come off active duty 
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bec.ause c1f the Berlin Crisis: -- fifty-two persons Blltogether. 

Coamnnding officers of the Guard units not alerted fot· poa:ssible 

movement to Oxford on Monday were to commencE~ training iuwed.iatE~ly "in 

consonanc:e with rthe 7 mobUization training program" and were to 

"await further orders." Vehicles to support troop movement were to be 

assembled at their home armc•ries not later thah ten o' clc:>ck Sunday evening, 

30 Septem.be:r. The troops would use "individual weapons only," leav·ing 

crew-served weapons behind, and would use '"no track vehicles," '~hic.h 

meant that the 108th had to leave i.ts threca tank companies behind when 

it moved. 

General Billingslea co•nferred at the Air Station llith the commanders 

of the tw·o battle groups of the 155th and 1~ith the eonnnan.der of the 108th 

for two and one-half hours on Sunday afternoon. He explained the probable 

miss ions, his instJ::tH~tions from the Dcapartment of the Army, and gave them 

copies of the commanders 1 orientation info1nuation that had been prepared 

for issue to the troops. General Billingslea 1 s instructions were that the 

commanders should return home· and reat:!h a 1:1tate of readiness that would 

permit their movement on Billingslea':~ ord,~r to ar:bi.trarily-cho151en general 

objective a,reas around Oxford (within one hour's closing time of the 

University campus) by ten o'clock Monday m<>rning. General Bill:i.ngslea 

reported that the relationships betwe'm the officers were cordi<etl, that 

the Guard o·fficers were responsive, and that the status e~f coumunications 

in their units was deplorable. What 1oay have been an innovatiolrt in a 

colllllllUlder:s' conference was the teleph<>ne call put through to thc:m1 aa a 

part of the conference, by Attorney ~~neral Robert F. Kennedy, 1•1ho 'lio1&nted 

to speak to the Guard officers. rn Wlwhington, meanwhile, ther•:1 was 
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understandabl~ concern about this conference. While it was still in 

progress, aro~nd five o'clock, EDT, General Parker, the DCSOPS, wired 

General Abrau$, for the results of the meeting at his "earliest 

convenience" ~ also for an outline of ·the plan for the employment 
40 

of the Federa:ll marshals in the "contemplated operation today." 

Conmand:: Control. -- General Billings lea, of course, was now in 

the Memphis s~aging area at the Naval Air Station, as was General AbraiiS. 

In Billingsle~'s case, orders to move reached him at Fort Benning Saturday 

evening, 29 S~ptember, at eight-forty-five, EDT. The two C-130 aircraft 

that had tak~ the signal equipment to the staging area returned to La.ton 

Arllly Air Fie~ near Benning, picked up General Billingslea and the nucleus 

of his headq~arters staff at one-fifty EDT, Sunday morning, and arrived at 

the Air StatijJn at one o'clock, Sunday morning, CST, (an hour and ten 

minutes later), about an hour before the. arrival of the last aircraft 

bearing Task 'Force Alfa from Fort Bragg (Pope Air Force Base). Eight 

Caribou tra~p¢rts flew other elements of General Billingslea's headquarters 

to the stagi~g area, the first one departing shortly after midnight, BDT, 

while the re~ainder of the headquarters moved overland, crossing the initial 

point at abo~t seven o'clock Sunday morning, EDT. General Billingslea's 

command post became operational in BUilding N-26 at the Naval Air Station 
41 

by five-thirty Sunday morning, EDT. 

Washin~on now forJnally designated General Billingslea as the field 
!> 

commander by sending him officially the orders sent him in an abbreviated 

form for plaPning purposes only the preceding day. With the text of the 

President's ~xecutive order added, General Billingslea's mission as t~ 
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field c~OI!IIlander was to use the available forces, m::cluding th.,:>se 

ass igne:d to the tent city, "to enforce all orders of the Unit4~d States 

Distric~t Co~rt for the Southern District of t-liss i.ssippi and the United 

States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit an.d to remove all 

obstruc:tLons of justice in the State of Miss iss ippL" The me:~ sage 

containing these orders we:nt out at thre.,e-eleven Sunday morning, 

Washington time, which was shortly after General Billingsleail~ arrival 

in the staging area. Captain Tansey, a signal officer then at the 

t-rillington Naval Air Station, charg,ed with the personal de.liv4~ry of 

these orders to General Billingslea "immediately upon his arrival" at 

the Air ~:tation 1 presumably discharged his duty a.E! best he: could, the 

wessage reaching Billings lea at four-fifty~-five .sunday morning, 
4.2 

Washington time. 

ThE: next order of business wa:s to :3end General Billingslea 

officially the fragmentary order sent him the preceding day, ll1hich, it 

stated, "'as "based on assumed Army miss ions result:ing from expected 

Execut i:ve, Orders .. 11 At the Pentagon, Col. Jung wait.ed for an opportunity 

to have i.t typed in a new wording that would delete the now outdated 

reference: to "expected Executive Orders, 11 but General Abrams, aware that 

time was passing 9 instructed him to send it in its existing form, and so· 

he did, e:xcept for changing Northern District to Southern District, as it 

was suppc•sed to be, in the reference to the United States District Court. 
43 

It went out at nine-twenty-two Sunday morning, washington time. 

General Billingslea's signal 'communications at the Naval Ai.r Station 

w'ere those provided by a Department of the Army coomunicationn team, UIJLder 
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Capt. James ~aosey, that did not reach the Millington Naval Air Statiaa 
i 

until almostlmidnight, Washington ttme, on Saturday. There was some 

misunderstan4ing on Maj. Kristoferson's part as to Tansey's mission, 
i 

but a messag~ from ~ashington made it clear 
' 
~ 

that h~ specific mission was to insure responsive teletype 
communE"cations between the Headquarters and the field and 
the De artment of Army war Room, and that his equipment and 
person l. would not be utilized for any other mission unless 
so dir cted by the Department of ;-the 7 Army,. or by the 
Comman4ing General in charge of troops7 when and if he arrived. 

This apparently prevented the team ~ansE~y sent to Kristoferson's camp 

site from es.ablishing direct communication between the tent city and 

Oxford, whicl was a source of dissatisfaction with the communications 
~' 

provided. 

It is worth noting that the Army \Jar Room, as a new facility 

now coming i'to its own, served as the Pentagon command post for the 

OXford opera~ion. war Room Journal entries concerning the operation 

go back to 2f September and several officers assigned to the operation 

were notifie, on Saturday evening, 29 September, that they should go to 

the War Room+ Later, however, Col. Jung's recollection was that the War 

Room did not]~come fully operational for Oxford business until the early 

morning hourp of 30 September. Jung, the last of the officers assigned 

to Oxford d~y in the War Room, did not move out of the War Room until 

19 October ~ the Cuban Crisis came to a head, although for some time 

previously ~ had operated in the Conference Room outside the principal 
45 

war Room ar~. 

On Su~~. 30 September, the day on which General Wheeler bee.._ 

the Chief o~ Staff in Washington, General Billingslea in the fLeld found 
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that one: of hie major problems "wa1! the lack of any single dl~recting 

agency for all U. S. Government pl.ans and operat.:i.ons" concerning the 

enforcen:~ent of the court orders in the l1ex·edith c~ase. Generul Billings lea, 

both in the staging area and later at Oxford, served directly under the 

Chief of Staff, but received instructions to aid the Depa.rtmEmt of 

.Justice. Indeed, he learned from Abrams "that the Attorney General was 

exercising overall policy direction for the ... Government 1," although 

"it was apparent that Justice . and Army planning had proceeded 

somewhat independently. When the need for close coordination in the 

Memphis and Oxford areas arose, th'~ separate instructions in the two 

departments ••• made unified dir1~ction and close coc>rdinatj~on difficult." 

This was seen early Sunday afternoc>n, when, without any previous 

arrangen:ents for such a conunand, General Abrams informed Gen1e:ral 

Billings1ea that he would command the FE~deral marshals whose purpose 

was to guard Meredith. When it beeame apparent General Billingslea 

could not at once coiiilland the marshals and prepare both the Regular 

Army a:nd National Guard forces for employment, he was relievc::d of 

l:esponsibility for the marshals. But this only raised anoth1::r problem. 

If the Army's mission were simply to assist the marshals to restore and 

maintain order on the Oxford campUfl (and that was its mission) then it 

seemed that Billingslea would be "under Katzenbach's control," since 

Katzenbach would be the senior Department of Justice official in Oxford. 

This would have to be squared away:, a staff officer in washington thought. 

'rhe problem was an unusual one -- a problem of control or close 

1iiioordination in joint operations with a coordinate, but civilian, 
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department Qf the Executive Branch. What it finally came down to wu 

liaison betloieen Katzenbach and General Billingslea. As the crisis mo1f,Rted 

in Oxford S~day e~ning, Secretary Vance learned from Katzenbach that he 

would like tio have a liaison officer from General Billingslea's staff. 

Secretary V$ce agreed and shortly afte.r ten o'clock Sunday evening, 

Washington 'tii.111e., the necessary instructions went out. The previous day 

two officers from General Billingslea's staff had be~n provided "to usist 
47 

Federal marS,hals at the Naval Air Stati.on in planning." 

Gener~l Billingslea's command report for the period of the riot 

minced no words in pointing out two unforeseen communications difficulties 

that stemme4 directly from the command situation just described: 

'One consequence of the lack of a single directing 
agenc1 in Washington and the lack of a single command post 
for i~suing orders to Justice and Army representatives in 
Memphls was a clogging of the ample means of communication 
betwe4n Washington and the Naval Air Station. Another was 
the s~vere and constant pressure on General Billingslea and 
his siaff to respond to telephonic messages. The sheer volume 
of me.sages sometimes prevented action on them or even adequate 
recor4ing and dissemination. This situation hampered local 
prepatations and coordination and delayed to some degree the 
execuiion of plans. 48 

An evident characteristic of the Oxford operation is that despite 

the initial lack of close liaison between the responsible department• 

of the Govetnment there was nevertheless a considerable preoccupation at 

the very top with a situation that was heavy with serious implicatioas 

for govern.mfnt. One evidence of this was the request made Sunday morning, 

30 September, that a copy of the situation report be pas sed to the Wl\i te 

House. The.ODCSOPS Situation Report Number 1-62, a "Summary of Special 

Operations"' as of 30/1100 September 1962, Washington time, issued only 

a little mofe than an hour after the request was made. Thereaftar 1 the 
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ODCSO:E'S situation reports1 continued, on a twenty-four basis lifter Number 
49 

51-62, through Number lOi' -62, as of 21/0800 Dece.mber 1962. 

Both Secretary Vanc~e and General Wheeler, the Chief of Staff, toot 

with Attorney General Kennedy Sunday noon with t.wo things primarily in 

mind: If the Army were told to execute a miss ion on the morrc:>w (Monday) 

would it be authorized to use the National Guard and what would be the 

Army's miss ion'? Three units of the Guard, of course, had bec~n alerted 

already for possible employment on Monday.. Now, on Sunday a:Eternoon, 

these Guard units receive:d a warning order concerning "pc•ssible displacement 

vicinity Oxford." By nine-twenty that night, Washington time, shortly 

before the President went on the air, Secretary Vance and the Attorney 

General decided to place the three des i.gnated Guard units on a o•ne-hour 
50 

alert. 

Strength of Forces. -- About midnight Saturday, local time, 

probably confirming informal notification as early as six o'elock that 

evenin.gl. instructions went to the Commanding General of the Fourth 

Army at Fort Sam Houston, as a result of Presidential determination 

to have sufficient troops on hand, to have the fifth of the task 

forces prepared to move by air to the Naval Air Station near Memphis. 

This lll'a~: Task Force Echo, Lt. Col. Robert P. Hotaling commanding, which 

had been planned some days before. It consisted of the 720i:h Mlilitary 

Police Battalion at Fort Hood, Texas, together with medical and milit.ary 

intelligence detachments and an informati<>n team. As of six o' c:lock 

Friday Elvening, 28 Septeulber, Washington time, its strength 1Nas "not less 

than 5100" officers and enlisted men. It was expected around noo~n. on 

~nday that Ech<> would depart from Connally Air Force Base early Monday 

morning, 1 October. 
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By Sulday afternoon there were en route, on alert, or already 

at the Naval Air Station in Tennessee and the tent city in Mississippi, 

4,582 RegulJir officers and enlisted men, counting the personnel of the 

26th Marine Air Group, which was at the Naval Air Station with its 
51 

helicopters .• In addition, the Mississippi National Guard had been 

called intoFederal service and three units, totalling 3,116 men, had 

been alerted for possible movement to Oxford on Monday. Not included 

in these fi.g\lres were the Air Force pe.rsonnel involved in the airlift 

and all th~t Army personnel involved in staffing the operation in Washington 

and at the headquarters of the CONARC and in those of the various numbered 

armies. 

Neither do these figures include General Abrams, the personal 

representative of the Chief of Staff, who had left Andrews Air Force 

Base for the Memphis area with a small party at ten o'clock Sunday 

morning. Included in General Abrams' party were West of the OTJAG, his 

legal adviser, and a three-man team from the OCINFO composed of Lt. Col. 

L. Gordon Hill, Jr., Lt. Col. Patrick L. Klein, and Maj. Leo J. Parent. 

At their ~estination, Lt. Col. Hacker, the information officer from Fort 

Benning, and his party joined Hill and his colleagues to form the 

thirteen;nan information section prescribed in the early planning. The 

informat~on officers on the scene announced Abrams' arrival in the 

Memphis area, as well as initially that of the units. This policy of 

local anaouncement of the arrival of units in both the Memphis staging 

area and' at Oxford continued until Lt. Gen. Hamilton H. Howze suoa.eded 

Billingslea as the commander. On Sunday, 30 September, the troop information 
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officer's reproduced and di.stributed the orientati(>n material l:or the 
52. 

troops in the auembly are~as that had been sent them the day before. 

Sueh was the planning and the Army's state of readinaaa on SundAy, 

with the expectation th~t troops might be needec: on Monday to support 

~Jeredith and his escort in a final ,effort to get him enrolled. A plan 

was in the making, however, to put Meredith on the campus on Sunday 

~~ithout risking a Monday appearance when segregationist force13 would expect 

i.t. The Army, however, does not appear as privy to the arrangeme.nts • 
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Footnotes to Chapter III 

1. (~) ·MSg, DCSOPS (by Abrams) to CGUSCONARC (EXCLUSIVE for Powell), 
15/1722Z Se~ 1962 (DA 919141). 

;~ 

2. Nqtation for 15 Sep 1962 in penciled sequence of events, 1~24 
Sep 1962,by ~~hlotzhauer in file on Planning Papers -Miscellaneous 
(13 Sep - .. ) ; and telecons with Jung 23 and 24 Sep 1963. The (S) 
Little Rock!and Montgomery draft instructions are in Pre-Planning Boo« 
(the origin41 "Black Book" of the operation), App. 1, in the front of 
which the (~) Mississippi draft instructions are clipped. Other (S) 4tafts 
~re in Actiqn Officer's Book, tab marke.d "Prepared Messages/Sample~"; and 
Ln Chron Filet 15-28 Sep 1962, Tab 6. (S) msg, DA to CG, 2d Inf DLv, 29 
Sep 1962 CD4 919735), Pt. II, contains proposed instructions sent for 
planning pu~poses, which are identical with those sent as orders the next 
day in :: Jmsg, DA to Billingslea, 30/0711Z Sep 1962 (DA 919745). 
See Coakleyj op. cit., pp. 20ff. on the distinction between calling and 
ordering tht •ational Guard into the Federal service and cf. EO 10730, 24 
Sep 1957, w_th EO 11053, 30 Sep 1962, >Jhich corrected "order" to "call." 
See (S) ltri lxton to DCSOPS, sub: Classified Operation (U), 19 Sep 1962, 
calling atttntion to the distinction between "called" and "ordered," with 
Abrams' pentiled notation in Chron FilE~, 15-28 Sep 1962, Tab 11. 

3. S~hlotzhauer memos for the rc!d, subs: (S) Operation Oxford, 
Conference ~t CONARC, 17 Sep 1962, dated 18 Sep 1962, and (S) Oxford 
Problem, 19!Sep 1962; (S) cy of msg, DA (by Abrams) to CGUSCONARC, 18 Sep 
1962 (DA 9lfl80); and (S) Abrams memo for the red, sub: Oxford Prob1.a, 
17 Sep 1962~-- all~., Tabs 8, 13, 9, and 10, respectively. 

4. S¢e (S) ltr, Exton to DCSOPS, sub: Classified Operation (U), 
19 Sep 1962L w/5 incls (all cys of Sep 1962 msg) as follows: (S) ATU!R-WR 
(30/1756, JP/1759, 30/1772, 30/1751) and (S) ATUTR-OPS, 30/1771, in ~hron 
File, 15-2~ Sep 1962, Tab 11; (S) Schlotzhauer memo for the red, sub: 
Oxford Pro~lem, 19 Sep 1962, ibid., Tab 13; and (FOUO) 503d MP Bn C~and 
Report, 1 ~v 1962, 2d Inf Div-GOmmand Report, 3 Dec 1962, Tab H, par 2f. 

5. ~e ibid., Tab H, pars 1-2; Capt Fred J. Villella's personal 
history of :Pompjiiiy A, 503d MP -.n, 24 Sep 62 to 10 Oct· 62, "Operation 
Mississippt" (with a University of Mississippi Plot Plan showing mareh 
routes), pf. l-2, in file on Riot at Oxford, Mississippi (cited hereafter 
as Villell4's History); and strength and status table in file on St~ngth 
& Status o. ;-oxford 7 Forces. 

6. Jgid.; and 2d Inf Div Command Report, 3 Dec 1962, Tab A, par 
2; and 2d , , 23d Inf COQilland Report, 19 Nov 1962, ~·; Tab D, para 1~,2. 
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7 .. See (S) Schlotzhauer memos for the red~ sub: Oxford Problem, 
19 Sep 1962, with pencile~d notations initialed "S" (probably for 
Schlotzhauer) and "cwa" (for Abrams), and~ same sub, 21 Sep :L962, in 
Chron File, 15-28 Sep 1962, Tabs 13 and 17, respectively. 

On the USAF'::; part in the planning, ~7::.d for an ind:Lcat.ion of 
the p larming complexities, see (S) msg, .AFSTRIKE, Langley AF:B, to 
RUEKOL/USSTRICOM, MacDill AFB, .;md others, sub: AFSTRIKE Ope:rati.ons 
Order li'0-62, 21/0449Z Se,p 1962 (DAIN 267210) (cy in Chron File, 15-28 Sep 
1962); and the following, (S) cys of which are in Action Officer's Book 
under tab marked "Incoming Msgs": AFSTRIKE to RUCQDD/9AF, Shaw AFB, and 
others, sub: AFSTRIKE Ops Order 170-62, Rev Alert Status, 22/1651Z Sep 1962 
(DAIN 268117); idem to idem, sub: Ghange 1 to AFSTRIKE Ops Order 170-62, 
21/19242: Sep 1962'tDAIN267520); CSAF to TAC, Langley AFB, sub: Rapid Road, 
27 Sep 1962 (DAIN 271018); Conmand Post, 1:'AC, to CSAF, 28/0042Z Sep 1962 
(DAIN 2H038); Coamander, TAC, to RUEARQ/CNO, 28/0233Z Se.p 1962 (DAIN 
271102); AFSTRIKE to RUCQDD/9AF, and others, sub: Rev AFSTRII<E Ops Order 
170-62, 28/0256Z Sep 1962 (DAIN 271335); idem to idem, sub: A.nne.x B, Ops 
Order H0-62 (Rev), 28/li'38Z Sep 1962 (DAIN 27146'S)';Command Post, TAG, 
to RUQDD/9AF, sub: Correction to pars, 2, App 2, Annex B, AFSTRIKE Ops 
Order li'0-62 (Rev), 28/1857Z Sep 1962 (DAIN 27ll.i-62); and idem to idem, 
28/23582: Sep 1962 (DAIN 2:71663). -

8, (S) Schlotzhaue~r memo for the. red, sub: Operation Oxford, 24 
Sep 1962, Chron File, 15-28 Sep 1962, Tab 21. 

9, (S) Schlotzhaue:r memo for the red, sub: Operation Oxfo,rd, 25 
Sep 19162, ~·, Tab 24. 

10,. Brief of Moveme:nt Plan, Operation Oxford, ibid., Tab lla; and 
2d Inf Div Conmand Report, 3 Dec 1962, Tab A, par 3.--

11, (S) Abrams memo for the red, sub: Meeting at secretary Vance~' s 
House, 1600 Hours, 26 September, 27 Sep 1962, Chron File, 15--28 Sep 
1962, Tab 27; and pencile:d notes on military planning~ 27 - 28 Sep 1962, 
in file~1 on Planning Pape~rs -- Mis·cellaneous (13 Sep -· ) • 

12.. 2d Inf Div Coonand Report, 3 Dec 19·62, Tab A, par 2b. Also see 
servic:e record of Brig Ge~n Charles Billingslea, Feb 1963, GRJB, OCMH; and 
"Combat--Tested General -- Charles Billingslea," 1~he New York. Tim~, 2 Oct 
1962, p .. 27. 

13., 2d Inf Div COUIILand Report, 3 De<~ 1962. The short 4:!0ve:r title 
of this report is "Coomand Report Operation 'Rapid Road,' 2d Infantry 
Divis ion." The USAF parentage of the term and the official Yie"' on the 
matter uere explained to the writer by .Jung, the OXford acti•>n o,fficer 1 

in convE~rsations on 10 oe~c 1962 and 18 Mar 1963. 
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14. Abram4 memo for the red, sub: Telephone Conversation with 
General Exton, 2f Sep 1962, Chron File, 15-~!8 Sep 1962, Tab 28; and 
notes for 27 Sepiin penciled memoranda on military planning, 27-28 
Sep 1962, in fil+ on Planning Papers - Misc,~llaneous (13 Sep - ) • 

15. (S) Mfg, DA tby Abrams) to CGUSCONARC a~d CGUSARTHREE, 27 Sep 
1962 (DA 919644)1" (S) msg, idem to idem, n.d. r21 or 28 Sep 1962 7 
(D~ 9l9662); Sch otzhauer memo-for ~red, 27-Sep 1962, with information 
that the TAC cou d move troops from Forts Bragg and Benning with no 
difficulty, requ~ring only six hours' notice to preposition aircraft 
(C~ron File, 15-~8 Sep 1962, Tab 29); and (S) Abrams memo for the red, sub: 
Actions, Night oF 27 September 1962, 28 Sep 1962 (ibid., Tab 32). Late 
Fr~day afternoo ·. confirming an Abrams-Exton telecon, the alert for Alfa 
an4 Bravo was c nged to 24 hours until 30/1930Z Sep 1962, but by a 
following messa the transmission of the change was described as erroneous 
and all copies 4ered destroyed by the Third Army. (S) Mag, DA (by Abr-.s) 
to CGUSCONARC a ~GUSARTHREE, 28 Sep 1962 (1740 EDT) (DA 919710); and (8) 
ms&, DA (by L/C; larke S. Vaughn) to CGUSARTHREE, 28 Sep 1962 (DA 919727). 

~ ' 

16. (S) Jlxclusive msg, CGUSCONARC/CINCARSTRIKE to RUCAC/CGUSAR.TH.RIE, 
with info cys tq DA and others, 28/0820Z se~p 1962 GlTUTR-WR 302048; DAIN 
271230). On tb4 airlift of TF Bravo, cf. (S) msg, AFSTRIKE, Langley AFB, 
to RUQDD/9AF, S~al!l AFB, and others, 28/173~1Z Sep 1962 (AFIN 22992; DAIN 
271465), where ';approximately 140 C-130 sorties for Task Force 1 Bravo'" 
are referred to~ 

17. (S) 4brams memo for the red, sub: Briefing of the Vice Chief of 
Staff and Chief of Staff Designate, 28 Sep 1962, Chron File, 15-28 Sep 
1962, Tab 33. 

18. See !'Situation (For Secretary o.f Defense 1 s personal orientation, 
but not for use~with Press.)" r28 Sep 1962 7, ibid., 28 Sep- 1 Oct 1962, 
Tab s; "Questiof!s and Proposed-Answers to :Be Use<:r'by Mr. McNamara," n.d. 
C:28 Sep 1962?_f, ~·, Tab 11; and Anthony Lewis, "New Move by U.S. Ia 
EJqpected Soon,"! The New York Times, 29 Sep 1962, p. 8. 

19. (S) ~g, CGUSCONARC to CGUSARONE, CGUSARTHREE, and others , 
29/0SOSZ Sep 1~2 (ATUTR-WR 302055; DAIN 271652); and Hall memo for 
the red, 29 Se~ 1962, Chron File, 28 Sep - 1 Oct 1962, Tab 24. 

20. See ~he text and references at n. 2, above. 

21. (S) ~g, DA (by Abrams) to CG, 2d Inf Div, Ft Benning, Ga., 29 
Sep 1962 (04 9~9735). 
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22. See Civil Disturbances and Disasters (FM 19-15, Sep 1958), 
p. 43; penciled notes on military plannTng, ~7-28 Sep 1962, in fHe on 
Planning Papers -- MisceJllaneous (13 Sep ·- ) ; (S) Abn:ums 11:1emo for 
the rc~d, sub: Actions, Night of 27 September 1962, 2~ Sep 1962 (Chron 
File, 15-28 Sep 1962, Tab 32); (S) msg, DA (by Abrams) to CGUSCONARC 
and CGUSARTHREE, 27 Sep ll962 (DA 919644); and thra memo of probably 29 
Sep 1962, as described in text, in f~.le on Melli__,ran.Ja - Misce~llanE~ous 

Drafts & Rough Notes (Sep - Dec 1962). On 29 Sep Shive tele~phoned 
instructions to the CONARC to see that "1500 policeman clubs" were 
drawn f1~om the Memphis General Depot, together with "900 carriers," 
and prepos itioned at the MNAS by 30/1900Z Sep. See (C) Msg,. DA (by 
Abrams) to CGUSCONARC, {-2 9 Se p 1962 7 (DA 9197 3 9). 

The so-called CS riot ccmtrol agent, to which there was a 
referEml;!e in the proposed order, ""'as "a powerful eye and ree1piratory 
irritant," which was "more potent, though less toxic," than tear gas (CN). 
On thils subject, see (C) Extract from C/S Weekly Surnn1ary, 19 Jul 1960; 

(C) Fa·ct Sheet, sub: Use of CS in Riot Control, 16 Mar 1961, pn:!.pared 
by L/C Floyd and signed by Brig Ge'n John W. Keating~ then Dir of Ops, 
ODCSOl?S; memos for the red (by Lt Col Charles '{.1. Adcock), sub: Status of 
Chemi1!al Ammunition, 2 Oct 1962, and, without subject, 3 Oct 196:~, in file 
on Memoranda-General (2 Oct). Adcock's memo of 2 Oct lists the number or 
other quantity of each kind of che~mical munition received, expended, and 
on hand at Oxford as of 01/2400 EDT Oct 1962, while his memc' of :3 Oct 
states that "no record could be found that substantiated 'CS', 1but Colonel 
Baldwin, Senior Aide to the Secretary of the Army verified the fact that 
authority was given for the use of 'CS • tear gas by Army troops .. " 

23. Coakley, op. cit., p. 57; and (S)"Briefing on Fn~edom Riders' 
Situation," in file on (:DAlert of Troops, _Birmingham, Ala .. -- Freedom 
RiderB. 

24. See 2d Inf Div Conmand Report, 3 Dec 1962, Tab A, p. 6; the 
gathering of documents marked "Copies of Memos for Record & Orders Reference 
Use oJE Colored Soldiers Oxford Area," signed by Rundquist, in M1e.moranda -­
General (9 Oct); and (FOUO) White House Fact Sheet, Dir of Opns, ODCSOl?S 
(Abrams), to GSA (Wheeler), sub: Utilization of Negro Milit•stry Personnel in 
Mississippi, 10 Oct 1962, in file on Reports to White House (also, w/7 
incls, in Chron I<'ile, 10·-11 Oct 1962, Tab 13). 

25. The entire cryptic notation of 29 Sep rl962 7 in an informal 
penciled memo reads as frollows: " .... sc.reening out of-neg]t•oes .rsic 7 
instructions st:and -- not part of fron1: lines/drivers, cook::t etc7 =- -
Gen. Powell will handle r. 7" Metnoranda-Misc. Drafts & Ro~l(h Notes 
(Sep - Dec 1962), I. se'e aT so cy of "instructions • • .. pn1par,ed by C/S 
personally and handed 'to DCSOPS at /-011535Z Oct 1962 7, in the gathering 
of documents cited in the i.umediately preceding n.; (FOUO) i'16th MP Bn 
Conmand Report for Period 28 Sep ·• 2 Oet 1962 and 10_- 20 O,c:t 1962, 2d 
Inf Div Coumand Report, 3 Dec 1962, 
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Tab I, pp. 3, 9; f720th MP Bn After-Action Report-- Operation "Ole Miss," 
31 Oct 1962, ~b~;:· Tab J,. p. 3; Villella's History, p. 6; Vanderburgh's 
dia~y as cite L Qhap. IV, below; White House Fact Sheet, Dir of Opns, 
ODCSOPS (Abrams) · Q CofS. (Wheeler), sub: Uti.lization of Negro Military 
Per$onnel in Mis~iasippi,_lO Oct 1962, incl 7, p. 2, Chron File, 10-11 
Oct 1962, Tab 13;1 and the material on Negro troops in Chap. V, below. 

26. TheN~ thus provided not only the use of the MNAS, but USMC 
helicopters as wefll. See Abrams memo for the red, no sub, 29 Sep 1962, 
ChrQn File, 28 S~- 1 Oct 1962, Tab 17; (C) msg, CNO to CINCLANTFLT, 
29/l839Z Sep 196~ ~IN 271831); (C) msg,. idem to idem, 29/2209Z Sep 1962 
(DAlN 27183~; (C)n qsg, CINCLANTFLT to RUECW7CNo, 2~58Z Sep 1962 (DAIN 
27lg65); and (C).~g, CINCLANTFLT to CNO, 06/1854Z Oct 1962. There are 
oth~r messages ~Ding on the use of USMC helicopters in the Mississippi 
opetation in the ~ile on Miscellaneous Messages Sent by the Department of 
the :Navy. ·· 

27. (C) ~' DA (by Abrams) to CGUSCONARC, 29 Sep 1962 (DA 919738). 
and 2d Inf Div Cqmmand Report, 3 Dec 1962, Tab A, p. 2. 

28. (S) ~~ TAC Command Post to RUOQDD/9AF, and others, 29/1832Z 
Sep 1962 (DAIN 2nl891); notation in penciled memo of 29 Sep ;-1962 7 and 
ano~her probably ~f the same date in file on Memoranda - Miscellaneous 
Dra~ts & Rough Nqtes (Sep -Dec 1962); unsigned rough memo, 29/1705 Sep 
;-1~62 7, ibid.; t3ahlotzhauer memo for the red, no sub, 29 Sep 1962, 
con~erning dLver~ion of aircraft for TF Charlie and movement schedules 
for T Forces Alf~ and Charlie, Chron File, 28 Sep - 1 Oct 1962, Tab 22; 
and 2d Inf Div C~and Report, 3 Dec 1962, Tab A, p. 2. 

29. Unsig~d rough memo, 29/1705 Sep,- 1962 7, in file on 
Memoranda - MiscEtllaneous Drafts & Rough Notes (Sep-- Dec 1962). 

30. (C) ~g, DA (by Abrams) to CGUSCONARC, 29 Sep 1962 (DA 
919740); 2d Inf Qiv C~and Report, 3 Dec 1962, Tab A, p. 2; (C) DA 
(OD~SO~S) Situat~o~ Report NR 1-62 ~s of 30/1100 Sep 1962), Summary of 
Spe~ial Operatiorts. (this and others_ in the series hereafter cited as 
DA $itRep 1-62, ~0/llOO Sep 1962, mutatis mutandis); and (C) msg, 
CGU$CONARC to RU4Aa/CGTUSA, 30/055dZ Sep 1962 (DAIN 27200~). 

31. (S) ~gt CGUSCONARC/CINCARSTRIK£ to RUEPGI/CG, First Army and 
RUClC/CG, Tbird ;¥~y, 30/0l54Z Sep 1962 COliN 271946); (S) mag, TAG 
C~nd Post, La ley AFB, to RUOQQD/9th6B,.Shaw, 29/2209Z Sep 1962 
(DAlN 271892); a d'memo, 29 Sept ;-1962 7, in file on Memoranda- MiacelliDeous 
Drafts & Rough N~tes (Sep - Dec 1~62). -

~ 

32. 10 usq 334n. (1958 ed., Supp. IV, 1959-62), citing F2 9681. 

33. 10 us4 332n. (1958 ed., Supp: IV). 
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34. A cy of memo, McNamara to Sec/A and Sec/AF, sub: Impleuu:mtation 
o£ Executive Order, 30 Sep 1962~ is in Al:l.cams' B<:>ok, Tab A-.3. See~ 
additioni!llly, msg, DA (Vanc•e) to Barnett~ sub: cr.cJ.:t::~1g l~rmy and Ail:· 
National Guard Units in Active Fe~end. Military Service~ 30/06222 Sep 
1962, w/:i.nfo cys to CG, Army NG~ and CG, Air NG~ o;~ l'1iss., and to others 
(DA 3180:75); AWR Journal, 30/0640 Se.p 196:l; (C) ~WCJi,~, DA (Abrams:) to CNGB, 
30/06322 S•ep 1962 (DA 919741+); tll.Sig 8 CNGB t:o Barnett, 30/08l0Z S:ep 1962 
(DA 3180?9); msg, CSAF to MATS, AFCS, and TAG, :w ~32):, 1962 (DAIN 790966); 
mag, idel!ll 'l:o idem, 30 Sep 1962 (nt1.IN 790968), makh,g a corrE~cti.on in DAIN 
790966;'Disg, OA'""1vance) to Barnett, 30/204L~Z Sep 1962 (DA 318083), amenc;ling 
DA 318075; and svc msg, 12:18, EDT, 30 Sep~ re McGo,;van's msg to Barnett, 
Cta·on File, 28 Sep- 1 Oct 1962$ Tab 41. S•~d~~,NGE. j,cter Action Reports -
Mis:s is sippi, 17 Dec 1962, Items 6-8, stating th<.d:. G:::Eoe::1lief called Wilson, 
TAG, Miss:., at 30/0230 Sep 1962, EDT, Clayton at 30/0:~15, and that the air 
mail-speeial delivery letter went out at applc:ox:i.ntately 30/0510. Note also 
that according to the same source, the messages to each of the thre:e men -
Bar·nett, W:Llson, and Clayton - vJen'c for t:cansmi;JB im;. at 30/0440, ye:t Vanc:e' s 
message to Barnett bears the dispatct1 d<:,,Lc-t:L!ne group 30/0622Z Sep 1962, 
i.e .• , 0222:, EDT, as noted. 

35. On. the strength figures for the i•list>. AHNG and ANG, !lee the 
papers in the, file on Strength & Status of Forcef:l ~ Hh:i.ch were ufled in 
planning the Oxford operation. Included a;re tmd&ted machine tabulations, 
probably as of 31 Aug 1962, showing an agg:r:·egate ass:igne.d strength of 10,056 
for the ANG. The figure of 9,89Li· used in the text is from /-D/A, TAGO? 7' 
(C), Reserve Components Program (U) of the Anuy:, Fiscal Year' 1963, Annex r::., 
~Y Nci'tion.al Guard Unit Program, 'j"o11e,Pt~nb'erl2.~.:Cz=l962? _7:]~;:--r:'"-For-­
the number of NatJ.onal Guardsmen actually called J.nto the: Feder.d S•ervice, 
see Chap IV, below. Also see on the turn-out~ /Allan G. Crist? 7, "Oxford! 
The Mississippi National Guard Stands Fast~:" The National Guardsman, Nov 
1962, p. ·4, where Wilson's views on the mobi.li.zatiOn are quoted;arui DF, 
AACNGBAR (Greenlief) to CNGB, sub: Strength of Mississippi ARNG" 5 Oct 1962, 
in file on Strength & Status of Forces. 

36. NGB After Action Reports - Mississippi~ 17 Dec 1962, Items 1-2. 

37. On Clinger, see Coakley, op. cit., pp. 116, 119, 168--72. Wilson's 
exemption is mentioned in /-Crist?7, Clp. eft., p .. 4c On Bush, see "Notes 
from General Parker," /-3 Oct 1962? T"in dixon File, 1-4 Oct 1962, Tab 45; 
and Hqs XVIII Abn Corps so 235, 3 Oct 1962 1 par 32, appointing Bush cmdr of 
all Miss. NG forces with certain stated! exceptions (quoted in CG XVIII Abn 
Corps to CO Armory, :t-liss. NG, Jackson, Miss., 03/l730Z ~-Oct 1962_7). 

38. On the Clayton case, see msg, DA (Abrams) to Clayton, 30/0633Z 
Sep 1962 (DA 318077); pers ltr, Clayton to Abrams, J. Oct 1962, \\r/inc:1s, in 
filE~ on C()Uinanding Generals & Other Key Personnel; /-memo on tehlcall? 7, 
Abrams to Hall, 30/1750 Sep /-1962 7 (in,_pe.ncil), ib:Ld.; Schl.otzhaue.r ~mo 
for the rc:~~·. n. d., ibid.; memo on telecall, Greenf:lel-to Clayton, 30/0315 
Sep 1962! ~~·; ScliTotzhauer memo for the, :red, 30/164·7 Sep 1962:, 
accompam.ed by cy of llDSg, DA (Hoskot for CS - Pers, for Gen w·hee:Ler) 
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to Abrams, Memp~s NAS, 3011647 I Sep 1962 ?; Chron File, 28 Sep - 1 
Oct 1962, Tab 4~; ~g, TAG to Clayton, Oli0125Z Oct 1962 (DA 318084); 
(F()UO) 108th AC ~qp:mand Report (For Period Ending 23 Oct 1962), 29 Oct 
1942, 2d Inf Di~ qommand Report. 3 Dec 1962, Tab G, p. 1; and NGB After 
Action Reports i Mississippi, 17 Dec 1962, Items 9-10. 

39. Msg, inA (by Abrams) to Miss. ARNG and ANG, 30106342 Sep 1962 
(D.A. 318078); Ge~r!Je Fielding Eliot, "SalutE~ to the Mississippi National 
Guard," reprintqdin The National Guardsman, Nov 1962, p. 6; The 
President's te14vised remarks of 30 Sep 1962 as provided by the White 
House Press Sectetary; ;-crist? 7, op. cit .. , pp. 4, 9; and strength and 
status report of Oxford-forces as of 01/1700 Oct 1962 in file on Strength 
& Status of For~es. Planning information on possible closing times for 
Miss. NG units ~s in Action Officer's Book, Tab Misc. 

40, See l-Crist? 7, op. cit., pp. 4--5; (C) msg, Parker to Abrams, 
30/21032 Sep 19t2, Chron File, 28 Sep- 1 Oct 1962, Tab 46a; Schlotzhauer 
m~o for the rc~, 3011900 Sep 1962, EDT, ibid,, Tab 43a. Robert Kennedy 
did not make t~ call until almost six o'clock, after Billingslea's signal 
officer, LIC G1isard, called Washington to say that the officers were 
W_!iting for thE1j call "and that they had other things to do and did we 
I in the OCSigd,l 7 have any idea when Mr. Kennedy was going to ••• call." 
G~oghegan, who ~~d not known about the proposed call, had to remind 
K~nnedy, OCSi~ Initial After-Action Report, Entries for 30/1725 and 1755 
S~p 1962, Tab Af, p. 7. 

¥: 

41. The4e is some variation in arrival tUnes as given by various 
sQurces. The ~~es given here are from 2d Inf Div Command Report, 3 Dec 
1~62, Tab A, p~ ~. and 503d MP Bn Command Report, 1 Nov 1962, ibid., 
Tab H, togethe~ with the AWR Journal, 3010440 and 30/0528 Sep ~. 

~ 

42. See msg, DA (by Abrams) to Billingslea, 30107112 Sep 1962 
(DA 919745), tlf.e text at notes 2 and 20, above, and n. 2. DA 919745 
regraded UNCIA$ by ms g, DA 941541, 18120502 Oct 1963. See also penciled 
svecial instruftions for Capt Tansey and rnsg, with penciled notation, in 
Chron File, 28~Sep- 1 Oct 1962, Tab 28. 

' ~ 
43. Seel (S) msg, DA (by Abrams) to Billingslea, 30/1322Z Sep 

1962 (DA 91974~); and the text at n. 21. Conversation with Jung is the 
~ource for thef account of the hasty dispatch of DA 919746. Portions of 
this msg later; downgraded to FOUO and then to UNCL, the latter action 
~ecause of in~vertent publication of the FOUO portions (msg, DA 941559, 
l8/2109Z Oct ~1963). 

44. Ta~sey's After-Action Report, n.d., in OCSigO Initial After~ction 
Report, Tab N;! tbid., Tab A, p. 5 (Entry for 29/2200 Sep 1962); Chap II .~ 
•t n. 22, abo~; and OCSigO Initial After-Action Report, Tab A, p. 6 
(Entries for ~0)0825, 0835, lOOO, and 1100 Sept 1962). 
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45. Memo, Abrams for Parker, sub: Op12.ration Mississippi., 28 Sep 
1962; notation signed tts" (Schlotzhauer?) on penciled memo~ 29 Sep 
/.1962 7, in file on Memorimda -Miscellaneous Drafts & Rough NotE~s 
""(sep --De<: 1962); AWR Journal~ in which see variouu ear::.y entries for 
2i' Sep and 29/1753 Sep 1962; conversations 1Aiith J'ung, including those of 
2L~-25 Oet 1963; and msg 1 DA (Wheeler) to CGiJS.~I;t.Orff~ and others, 30/1.440Z 
se~p 1962 (DA 318080), assuming post of cs. 

46. 2d Inf Div Command Report, 3 Dec 1962,. Tab A, pp. 6-7; 
penciled memo, unsigned, nos hours /-30 Sep 1%2 l ("will cmcll marshals 
a::; well as trps") i.n file on Nemoranda ··=· 11.1isce.:Lt'aneous Drafts: & Rough 
Notes (Sep ~· Dec 1962); and notat.im1s following handwritten draft msg, 
Parker to Billingslea, Ol/0240Z /-Oct 1962 7, ;c·(~ moving NG., runong 
Parker Notes, ibid., which reads-as fol:Low:i: ·;;'r:ussion: initially to 
assemblE~ then if required assist m.arshai.s :cestore & maintain order on 
campus Un:Lvers ity. I Recognizes th·ie putt.: B:illings1ea under K.!iLtzenbach' s 
control but will square this away {-·. _7" 

4i'. Cy msg, Parker to Abrams, 30/2212 Se.p 1962, Chron Filel, 
28 Sep -· 1 Oct 1962, Tab 4L~; and Schlotzhau~:;r memo for the red, 29 Sep 
1962, in file on Memoranda- General (28 Sep- 1 Oct ~-1962_7). 

48. 2d Inf Div Corrmand Report, 3 Dee 1962~ Tab A, p. 7. 

49. Beginning with (S) No. 10-62 (04/1800-05/0500 Oct 1962) the 
DA (ODCSOPS) SitReps went qn an 1800-0500 and 0500·-1800 schedule, which 
continue~d until (C) No. 51--62 (as of 26/0800 Oct 1962), which cove~red 
2i' hours (2.5/0500-~6/0800) .. Thereafter they were on a 24-hour bas is, 
OEI00-0800, Washington timel, until discontinued after No. 107-62, 
20/0800--21/0800 Dec 1962. See memo for the red (unsigned), 30/0955 
Sep 1962, Chron File, 28 Se~p - 1 Oct 1962, '£ab 30; and the DA (ODC:SOPS) 
Si.tRep Files, including "GE~neral Instruetions S itwation Report.s," and the 
nc•tations thereon. 

50. Schlotzhauer memo for the red, 30/1630 Sep /-1962 i', Chron 
File, 28 Sep - 1 Oct 1962, Tab 4la; msgt G·-2, 2d Inf niv to A\\JR, 30/1520 
Se.p 1962, cy ibid., Tab 39; msg, Parker to Abrams (for BilJLing;:s1ea), 
30/2120 Sep 1962, with item from Cushman re Vance's conven1ation ~lith the 
At:t Gen, ey ibid., Tab 45. 

51. (S) Msg, CGUSCO:NARC/CINGARS1'RIKE to Rmm'AH/CGUSARMY1<'0UR, 
30/0545Z Sep l962, amending ATUTE.-WR 302048, 28/0820Z Sep 1962. (A'I'UTR-WR 
302062; DAIN 272002); 716th MP Bn After-Action Report -- Opera.t;[.on "Ole 
Miss," ~~1 Oct 1962, in 2d Inf D;i.v Command Report, :3 Dec 1962, 'Cab J, 
p. 1; (C) DA SitRep 1-62, as of 30/1100 Sep 1962; (C) Breakdown of:" 
St.rengths,. as of 28/1800 Sep 1962, in file on StreJ:J.gt:h &. Status of Forces; 
atlLd AWR Journal, entry for 30/1355 Sep 1962. 

52. JAGA 1962/5052, 9 Jan 1963, p. 3; and (FOUO) CINFO Afte1r..,Action 
Re,port (8 S~p 1962 - 31 Mar 1963) (Working Copy),, p. 3. 
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CHAf'fER IV 

THE OXFORD RIOT AND MILITARY INTERVENTION 

Rioti~ and the Decision to Commit Troops. -- The administration 

of Governor ~oss Barnett continued to oppose Meredith's admission to The 

University ot Mississippi despite the F•aderal injunction of 13 September. 
i 

Governor Bartlett personally barred Meredith 1 s effort to enrol at the 

Lniversity o~ 20 September, as well as on 25 September when Meredith 

appeared at the Jackson offices of the University's Board of Trustees. 

On 26 SeptemJ:>er Lt. Gov. Paul B. Johnson, with a considerable body of 

Hiss iss ippi law enfor-cement officers, barred Meredith's way at the 

Oxford campu$, and on the next day, 27 September, Meredith and his 

escort turned back before reaching the eampus, at the direction of U.S. 

Attorney Gen~ral Robert F. Kennedy, beca~use of the menacing situation. 
In 

in Oxford. 

A 1 thou~h Generals Abrams and Billingslea, together with some 

troops, were in Memphis on Sunday, while other troops were on the way, 

the Annv st i~ 1 looked toward Monday, 1 October, as the day on which they 

might be nee~ed. It was on that day, indeed, that certain Mississippi 

National Guatd units ~re scheduled to arrive in Oxford. Meanwhile, 
'i 

however, Att¢>rney General Kennedy sought to make arrangements with 

Governor Bar~ett for getting Meredith on the Oxford campus without 
~ 
i[ 

difficulty a~d, therefore, without needing the Army, which nobody in 

authority wa.ted to use. Finally, a deeision was made and an agreement 
! 

reached to escort Meredith onto the campus before President Kennedy ma4e 

his schedule4 Rational television address, intended especially for the 
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2 
people~ l)f Mississippi, on Sunday evening, 30 September. E:xact l.y 

when this arrangement was made is not clear, but in any case: as late as 

"apprc>x:i.mat~ly" two .. thirty Sunday afternoon Attorney General Kennedy 

told Seeretary Vance that "the plan was for the ma1..·shals to go it: 
3 

alone today." 

About mid-afternoon, Sunday, 30 September:, Federal marshalls began 

arriving at the University-Oxford Airport in two groups in c:hartered 

aircraft. and possibly some in an Air Force plane. iY1eanwhile, at Maj. 

Kristoferson's direction,. his information officer, Maj. vlill.iam J. Koch, 

had taken seven trucks and a sedan from the tent city to pick up the 

marshalB at the Airport, and, he thought, take them to the c:amp.. Four of 

the se~ven truck drivers were Negroes, All of the military p·ersonnel in 

this c:onvoy were unarmed and without gas masks. ~vhen they arrived at the 

Airport, they found two or three hundred onlookers and li'O ntarshals 

awaiting transportation and also awaiting Katzenbach, who soon arrl.ved 

from \1/aBhington. General Abrams reported from the Naval Air Station at 

four o'clock, CST (Oxford time), that this first group of marshals and the 

trucks ~Jere at the Airport and that Katzenbach \17as in charge. Within 

minut~:~s this information was passed to Secretary Vance. and to GE~nerals 

Wheel~:~r, Parker, and Dodge. After Katzenbach made several tcalephone 

calls, presumably to Washington, and c:onferred with several ]Persons at 

the Airport, he directed the convoy to take the marshals to the University 

campus, where they arrive~d by four-fifteen and began forming abciUt the 

Lyceum Building. This de~ployment, it should be explained, -w•.as a decoy 

operati()n to draw attention from Baxter Hall, the men's residenc:e where 
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l'leredith would live.~ Katzenbach operated from a "command post" in 

the Lyceum, where h~ had a telephone line to tt~ Attorney General's 

')ffice in Washingtorf and one to the White House~, which probably were 

:Joss ible because late Saturday night the S igna1 Corps had ordered into 

the te~t board at Otford a spare SCAN line and a private line "to be 

~omrnitted on immedd1te notice." 

Mc,vement to tJLe campus was without serious incident other than that 

a crowd of about Eohr or five hundred persons jeered the convoy "and 

civilian vehicles darted in and out of the convoy in what appeared to be 

attempts to confusJ military drivers and cause. accidents." Upon arrival 

at tht campus Chie~ Marshal James McShane requested the convoy to return 

to the Airport and~pick up the second group of marshals that was expected 

moment:arily. On t~is trip Maj. Koch noticed 1chat the crowd at the Airport 

had thinned and nab started moving toward the campus, where he deposited the 

·' 
second group of marshals about five o'clock. A crowd of three or four hundred 

persons around the.: Lyceum were "jeering and threatening" the marshals. 

There were occas icfnal shouts of "Nigger" directed at the four Negro truck 

drivers, but an AJmy observer considered this "as merely normal healthy 

student activity.·~ Some state troopers, who were on the scene, attempted 

to maintain orderj while others "were reluctant to do so and permitted 

the crowd to get ¢lose enough to the military vehicles to . . . touch them 

or, in the case of the sedan, yell insults through the window." Maj. Koch 

then left, takin~ one two-and-one-half-ton truck with him and leaving the 

other six parked kn front of the Lyceum for the marshals. Later the 

Engineers del ivetfed rations to marshals both. at the Airport and on the 
4 

camJ>us. 
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Heightening the Government's concern was the report that afternoon 

that Edwin A. Walker, formerly of the U,S. Army~ had 

registe~n~.d i.n OXford on Saturday night under an assumed name and had 

been "po::litively identified." Secretary Vane•?: then authorize~d General 

Abrams to have Walker arrested by marshals should his actions make it 
5 

necessary. 

Col. Shive, in Operations, n:cording General Abrams' ca.ll shortly 

before four o'clock Sunday afternoon, Oxford time, about the arrival of 

:marshals on the Oxford campus, gathered that an effort was in the making 

to "introduce" Meredith on the campus "tonight." This was, of course, 

essentictlly the plan decided upon, but clearly without the. Army's 

participation. Meredith arrived at the Nilling·ton Naval Air Station in 

a Border Patrol airplane amid arriving troops. After lunch he fle.~1 on to 

Oxford under instructions to be there by five-fifty, and was lodged safely 

on the eampus in Baxter Hall. General Abrams, vJho was at the Na.val Air 

Station, later related that he first learned about Meredith' 13 arrival 

on the eampus from one of his staff officers who learned abc,ut it from 
6 

a newscas·t while out get1:i.ng something to eat. 

The crowd on the Oxford campus grew by early evening to ll, 000 and 

then to about 2,000, the maximum number in the opinion of one observer. 

Many of these, especially as the night waxed, were outsidere1. Meanwhile, 

among those early drawn to the sceme was Lt. Col. Whitney D .. Stuart, 

professor of military_ science at the University. He was ac<~.ompanied by 

a young Army intelligenc'e agent, oJho, unintentionally, was one of the 

first victims of the marshals' tear gas. Stuart already had beeome 

91 



involved personally in the Oxford troubles by opening his horne to a number 

of AJ."'Ily in tell igen~e agents who had been assigned to Oxford to augment the 

:·,-tt.:.;· 'Jlfic:e maintained there by Region IV of the Intelligence Corps. 

1·- ::.[).:-; ':.•~:: t rJ~ :tis knowledge he was the only Army officce on the scene 

as the crow::l teca~ ~l mob and the marshals finally resorted to tear gas. 

As tne situation developed, riotous persons shouted obscenities at the 

marsnals, spit at them, and threw bottles and pieces of pipe, brick, and 

cinder block, whioh came from a construction site near The Circle on which 
.7 

the tyceum stood. 

The first firing of tear gas by the hard-pressed marshals about the 

time the President be.gan his television address on the Mississippi 

situation about eight o'clock, Oxford time, may be taken as marking the 
8 

be ginninr, of the Oxford riot. The focus of the attack was the cordon 

ol marshals (late!!' aided bv National Guardsmen) about the Lyceum, even 

though Meredith h:i,mst•.lf was in Baxter Hall, a men's dormitory some distance 

m.,ray. Perhaps it was because of the irrationality of mob behavior that 

"only a few rioters attacked Baxter Hall, whLch was far more vulnerable 
9 

than the Lyceum," "the symbol" of the University. 

There were several notable occurrences more or less simultaneously 

within about an hQur from the beginning of President Kennedy's address and 

the beginning of the riot that indicated the character of the situation. 

These were the de•th by gunshot of Paul I. Guihard of Agence France-Presse, 
10 

for whose body tht Army provided a military escort, 
11 

an appearance at 

the riot of Edwin A. Walker, and the hiding by individual National 

Guardsmen of a number of extra gas masks requested by the Federal marshals} 2 
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By E~a:rly evening virtually all the street lights about the 

University campus were either broken or shot out. Later Ge.neral 

Billingsle:a authorized the 223d Engineer Combat Battalion, a National 
13 

Guard unit, to install floodlights in front of the Lyceum. 

Snipers among the rioters, using shotguns with birdshot and rifles 

and pistols, operated under cover of darkness and fired at rnar::;hals and 

otrters. ~!arshal Graham E. Same of Indianapol i.s almost died from a shot in 

his neck, and Karl Fleming, of News~~ Atlanta Bureau, had three quick 

sllots fired at him:, all missing. A number of persons seem to have 

suffered from birdshot punctures. Unsolved, as was Guihard's death, was 

that of l>Jal ter Ray Gunter, a twenty-three·-·year-old jukebox repairman from 

Abbeville, Mississippi, who died on the '..:tay to the hospital around 

eleven-thit"ty from a • 38 bullet in his forehead. He was appanmtly shot 

near the n1?.W science: building, the souree of much of the rioter's 

anununition, which was south of University Avenue and some distance from 

the spot where Guiha.t"d had been found. As the bfUnfire became menad.ng, 

marshals cJ::-ouched behind the Army trucks in front of the Lyeeum, but 
14 

at no time did they return the rioters 1 fire, except with tE~ar gas .. 

Around ten o'clock (at least one observer might put it ea.r'lie~r), 

the: whole: character of the mob seemed to change as ct:he outs ider:s be:came 

more and more numerous. By midnight most of the students had n~turned 

to their dormitory or other rooms and the outsiders had taken over. Reports 

reaching Washington around three o'clock Monday morning (abcmt one o'cloc:k 

Oxford time:) of outsiders still on the wa.y to Oxford could not have been 

reassuring to General Parker of Operations, Chief of Staff Wheeler, 

Secretary Vance, and others who received them. Included were reports of 
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the Federal bureau of Investigation that 100 persons from Selma were 

due to arriv~ in Oxford at ten o'clock, that twenty-five persons from 

Mobile had ~en reported in Durant, Mississippi, three hours earlier, 

and that a Mercedes Benz with armed men was on the way to Oxford. In 

addition, lQO students from Mississippi State were said to have parked 

outside Oxfcjrd and to be walking into town, and there was a "rumor" 

that 2, 000 Mississippi State students had plans to go to Oxford. 

Later that itorning, after Walker's arrest, word came that there were 

many persons in the Oxford area who did "not look like local people"; 

indeed, "better than" fifty percent of the persons seen on the streets 

were estimdted to be from out of town. Father Duncan Gray, who was at 

the riot until after eleven o'clock Sunday night, thought that several 

of the rio'f!ers' cars had two-way radios for the purpose of bringing in 
15 

reinforcem.nts from the outside. 

Mean~hile, Katzenbach held off asking for troops as long as 

possible, but sometDne before ten o'clock Sunday evening, Oxford tt.e, 

he advised! Washington that the Army had better be called in. He p~obably 

talked wi~h both Attorney General Robert Kennedy and with the President. 

Then, at dine-fifty, he called Capt. Falkner at the National Guard Armory 

in Oxford~ To Falkner he said "he had just conferred with the President 

and that Jennedy had ordered ~-Falkner's _7 Troop E to the University 
l6 

Campus." 

Tropp E and Its Commitment. -- Capt. Murry C. Falkner commanded 

Troop E, ~d Reconnaissance Squadron, l08th Armored Cavalry Regiment, 

Mississippi National Guard. Stationed at the Oxford Armory, Troop B, 

had a stJtength of three officers and seventy-one enlisted men. 
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Capt. Falkner learned officiaUy abc>ut four:· o 1 clock Sundja.y m'orning 

that the G:uard had been called into the Federal service with instructions 

for the men to report to the Armory not later than five-thirty that same 

morning with enough clothes for thre'e days. \.Jhen the l.l'..en fell in at 

the Armory at five-thirty there were thirty--three 1:-eporting. Instructions 

now.arrived ordering preparations for a motnr march and the purchase of 

food for 1:hree meals, which would take the unit: through breakfast on 

1 October. Falkner and others still believed as they had the even:i'.ng 

before upon receiving the news report of their call, that the Pre!d.dent 

had fed•~ralized the Guard so he "could know where approximately 12,000 

Mississippians were" and to take it from Governor Barne:tt 1 s cc.ntr10l. 

Capt. Falkner's "supposition was that Troop E would probably be moved 

to New Albany or Ripley, M.iss., taking W3 completE:~ly out of the Oxford 

area." 

'I'hE~ troop raised both the American and fv:iiss iss ippi flags at. the 

Armory, posted a guard to keep reporters away, and loaded equ.ipme~n.t and 

duffle b.ags. With all vehicles loaded the troop could move crut em short 

notice. By mid-afternoon all bu.t t.hree enlisted men -were pre:sent and 

only one of these was una,~counted for. Ivlorale "was no problem." With 

radio :reports coming in of cars headed t:oward Oxford, Falkner conferred 

with his e.xecutive officer and decided 1:o issue H-1 rifles -··· "a:s far 

as they would go."' But he still did not. think his unit would be 
17 

ordered to the University campus . 

ME~anwhile, as early as eight-forty, Oxford time, General Billings lea, 

in the: Uemphis :staging area, received instructions to move a force of 800 
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to 1,000 Nati~al Guardsmen to Oxford to reinforce the marshals. His 

instructions ~ that time were at the direction of Secretary Vance 

upon the requ~t of the Attorney General. Excepting only the small 

troop in Oxforp, these forces would have to come, of course, from 

some distance. Apparently the only one of the three major units already 

alerted for m~ement to Oxford that was ordered there immediately was 

the 108th Armored Cavalry, to which Oxford's Troop E belonged. Even so, 

Troop G and a powitzer battery (without its howitzers) did not reach 

Oxford in time to depart from the A1:mory for the campus before about 
18 

twelve o'cloc~, midnight, 30 September. 

As the ~neral situation at the Lyceum worsened, the authorities 

called for mo~ troops, and at nine-thirty-three, Oxford time, Secretary 

Vance ordered ipeneral Billingslea to initiate movement of Regular Army 

military poliae units in numbers he deemed necessary to support the Federal 

marshals in O~ford. There he was to establish contact with Katzenbach 

and keep info~med concerning his needs. Thirteen minutes later, however, 

General Billiqgslea received instructions, issued by the President, to 

go to Oxford olnd make a personal evaluation before conmitting Regular 

troops, and t~ report the results directly to the President. Meanwhile, 

he would "initiate movement of all forces" under his c.onmand, "including 

all of the National Guard, to Oxford or other locations," so that they 

would "be in position for employment." But events overtook h:iJn, and at 

about five mi.J:I.utes after ten, before he c:ould leave for Oxford, 

Secretary Van~e ordered him to move troops to the campus. These 

instructions probably were issued by tele~phone, for at ten-eighteen, 
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Oxford time, General Parker of Operations confirmed "telephonic 

instructions already issued you" and authorized Billingslea in an 

operational immediate message "to take all necessary action w:Lth all 

forces" at his disposal to aid the marshals. H.G \;Jas to report pn>gr ass 

of the action, the movement of troops, a.nd the situation as frequ1~ntly 

aH poss ii.ble. In order to free hirn for operations, General Parker \JOUld 

keep in touch with General Abrams, r;.~·hom Billingslea was to kee~p 11 infor:nu~d 
19 

afl fully .as poss ibl·e." 

When Katzenba.ch called Capt. Falkner at nine·-fifty to bring Troop E 

to the eampus, he instructed Falkner to use it to surround the. Lyc~eum and 

then to report to him. Falkner explained that he had o:nly two officers 

be:sides himself and only SE:venty-one enlisted men ·-~ and that the unit 

"had had cmly a few hours of riot . • . training." He could have added. 

that he had no tear gas. He told Katzenb.ach, in n:;ply to a question, 

that he could leave the Armory in ten minut€os and be at the Lyeeum. "in 

no less than" fifteen minutes. While his me~n lined up the troop's little 

convoy of four jeeps, with radios, and three: trucks, Capt. Falkner 

telephoned his squadron commander because he thought it somewhat irregular 

to receive a military order through the D(~puty AttClrney General of the 

United States. The commander, Lt. Col. J. R. Williams, instructed him 

to comply. At first Williruns authorized ammunition for the tr<lop, but 

changed his mind and instrueted Falkner to leave his ammunition at the 

Armory. 

It was now ten o'clock, Falkner recalled~ and Katzenbach tel~~phoned 

again, wanting to know if the troop "V;rere ready to pull out. When Falkner 
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answered in the affirmative, Katzenbach questioned him further as if to 

determine whe~her or not Falkner were positive. After the latter's second 

affirmative r~ply Katzenbach wanted to know how many men would accompany 
,, 

Falkner. Fal~ner told him that he would leave only the cook section behind 

to guard the ~rmory, and Katzenbach then instructed Falkner to make sure 

the enlisted rten were loaded aboard their trucks and would follow him to 

the Lyceum. ln his conversation with Falkner, however, Katzenbach did 

not suggest a~y route to take from the Armory or tell him what to expect 

concerning the mob. He did not say that tear gas was heavy about the 

Lyceum, either, but only to surround the building and report. Leaving the 

Armory and tutning onto University Avenue, Falkner stopped the convoy and, 

for no reason that he could recollect later, ordered his men to put on 

their gas masts. Also, fortunately, there had not been time to roll 

back the tarp .. ulins on the vehicles, so that the canvas offered the men 

some protecti~n when they drove into the mob. 

Being uiadvised as to the route to take, Falkner took the shortest 

route to the Armory -- straight west thr()ugh Oxford on University Avenue 

-- and right into the mob at The Circle. En route he reflected upon the 

questions Kat~enbach had asked him about his men, and for the first time 
j 

realized that Katzenbach was questioning their loyalty. He knew they 

were segregat~onists to a man, but it had never occurred to him that they 

would not fol~ow him. 20 

As the (!onvoy passed the high school, persons on both sides of the 

street yelled; and threw small rocks. From the bridge over Hilgard Cut 

and the IllinPis Central tracks at the entrance to the University campus, 
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where the street was cro!Wded with peraoru:1 moving onto the campus, 

Falkner and hi1; men "were constantly yelled at and cursed," His own 

most graphic and personal account follows: 

• • • as we passed th·e old Gt~ology Building . • • I could 
see the mob in the Grove and the Lyceum Building. It appeared 
the Grove ·was full of peopl•e and the s·tre(:t. on which 've w•ere 
to drive was a sea of people. Th.(~ only lights were at the 
Lyceum and the glow from a burning automobile. As we passed 
the Geology Building and the Confederate Statlll.E~, a 2 x 6 
piece of lumber was thrown at my jeep. F'<>rtumttely, it 
missed its target! From hr~:ce to the Lyceum Bldg. was 
absolute Hell! People wm ... id not move out of the street. 
They thr4~W bricks, concrete, everything and anything they 
eould find-- including words. I leaned over to my driver 
and screamed for him to put the jeep in second gear and not 
to slow down or stop for anything. 

While we were approaching the Lycetunt one of' th.1~ me.n. 
stuck his head out of the back of the. truck he was in and 
started yelling the famous Ole. Miss ye.ll~ ''Hot Toddy. 11 He 
didn't get to finish the yell for fear of being "finishe.d" 
himself by bricks "raining" against ·the side of the truck 
and into the back. Another truck had a similar incid4:.mt. 
If there had been any doubt as to \vhether the men would follow 
me, there was none~ now. I was indubitably sure I had the~ir 

support. • • • A person loose in that mob, wearing a uniform, 
lJOuld have been de:ad. Now we were all concerned "Vlith. a matter 
of self-preservation. 

As my lead jeep passed the "Y", there were 3 concre~t.e 

benches spaced across the street. My driver and I s a1.v them 
at the same time and, fortunately, we dodged them. A bri.c.k 
came through my side of the windshield and glass shattere~d 
over us. We straightened out in the streiet again and I 
noticed something white coming toward my :Eace from th.'~ right 
of my jeep. /-By 7 reflex action I threv1 up my left arm t.o 
13hield my face. :·. . /-It 7 broke three bones ;-in my arm 7 
and cut my wrist. The number 3 jeep in line hit-one of t:he­
benches, a 2~-ton truck got another, and the trail je~ep got 
the third one. This only provided more Ammo for 1:he mob .. 
All vehicles tqok a terrific beating from ·the debris tha1: was 
thrown. My driver and seve.ral oth,ar men ·were hit as we drove 
on toward the LycE:mm. 

As we approached the Lyceum, the marshals l.aid down a 
volley of tear gas for us to drive through. . . 21 
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The next morning, when Capt. Falkner was able to examine his 

equipment back, at the Armory, he found his vehicles more "beat up" 

than any he had ever seen before. One of the jeeps had six bullet 

holes in the rftght side of the windshield,. but, fortunately, they 

had been made ctfter the jeep had been parked. "All vehicles had 

bt'oken windshitllds or windows." In his own jeep he found seven bricks 

a1;1d a Molotov qocktail. "There was also a bullet hole in the radiator 

on the extremecright side about three inches from the top. This had 

to have happen~d on the way in," he thought. 

Reaching )the Lyceum Capt. Falkner had his men fall in with the 

marshals around the north side of the building. He then reported to 

Katzenbach ins~de. It was ten minutes past ten, only twenty minutes since 

Katzenbach's f~rst call. He explained that he had only sixty-six enlisted 

men and two of~icers, little riot training, and no ammunition. Both men 

a&reeing that ~here were not enough Guardsmen to surround the building, 

Katzenbach instiructed Falkner to have his men fall in with the marshals 

on the north, ~ast, and south sides of the Lyceum. As Capt. Falkner 

went back throqgh the Lyceum to the front door he saw several of his 

men on the floqr who had been hurt driving through the mob. After 

seeing to the 4greed-upon disposition of his men and reporting it to 

Katzenbach, Falkner went to see about his injured men. "Most of the 

wall space was !taken up by hurt men," one of whom had glass in his 

eye from the sl}attering of the eyepiece of a gas mask, while 

another had an,elbow swollen to about one and one-half times its 

normal size. 
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A1~ .Katzenbach's requ1est, Capt •. FaU:ner now took a bull horn and 

wilth abcmt a half dozen of his men lirent before the mob in an E~ffo1:-t to 

r"!ason 111Hh it. The bull horn stopped working and the mob rushed them, 

but they returned safely to the Lyceum under cover of tear gas1. Capt. 

F.a.lkner and another group c>f volunteers took a second bull horn and tried 

again, bu1: again they were cursed and stoned and had to ret:rea~t under a 

cc.ver of ga.<J. By now one c1f his officers, Lt. Metts, had been. stc1ned in 

the chest. From the marshals' conversation Falkner learned th..at they had 

had only a ten-minute supply of tear gas· left when TrooJP E arrived and that 

now, about eleven o'clock, even after replenishment, their supply was again 

low. In response to a request, Capt. Falkner dispatched hi.s only uninjured 

officer to the University-Oxford Airjport 111ith his three trucks to pick u.p 

General Billingslea and his staff who werE~ expected soon. 

About this time Capt. Falkner "heard the sound of trucks coming 

toward Ul:l," as he put it, adding: "My first thought was that auue ·Of 

these people had broken into the Armory, overcome the security guards 

• tJ • taken the two M41Al tanks, and were now using them agaim~t u:s." 

Actually:, the sound was only that of a bulldozer driven by a rioter who 

got himsE~l:E dragged off by 1t:he marshals. Now came a fire truck 1 which 

had made an earlier appearance in an effort to hose the marshals. On its 

third pafiS two marshals shot its tires and grabbed the driver. It was 

not until after these occurrences, apparently, that Falkner got any 

medical attention. MeanwhUe an ambulance had managed to get to the 

back of thE~ Lyceum, where Mississippi Highway Patrolmen were also taking 
22 

away the injured. 
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Closing!of Other Units of the l08th A~ored Cavalry. -- Only abOut 

five minutes ~fter he received orders at eight-forty, OXford time, 

' ~unday evenin~, to move 800 or 1,000 National Guardsmen to Oxford, 

· General Billings lea ordered Troop E' s parent unit, the 108th Armored 

Cavalry RegUntnt, which was then on a ont:!.-hour alert, to move i.nmediately 

to Oxford. Whh its headquarters in Tupt:!.lo, the 108th was the closest 

to Oxford of j:he three major units originally instructed to be in OXford 

on Monday rnor~ing, although, as in the cases of the two battle groups of 

the 155th Inf~ntry Regiment, its subordinate units were in various places, 

one troop, of1 course, being in Oxford it:self. 

Col. J~s G. Martin, the 108th's commander, left Tupelo, about 

fifty miles fl-om Oxford, with his regimental headquarters, about nine-t"--enty 

Sunday evening, Oxford time, and reached the Oxford Armory about ten-thirty. 

There he fouqp Howitzer Battery and Troop G of the 108th's 2d Reconnaissance 

Squadron, wh~~h had arrived just ahead of hUn. For the first tUne, he 

learned by a telephone call from General Billingslea's chief of staff at 

the Hillingtdn Naval Air Station that Troop E had been coomitted not long 

before and t~at he should seek instructions from Katzenbach. Katzenbaoh, 

whom he teleghoned :iJmnediately, ordered Martin, "in the name of the 

President . j • to coomit whatever force he had • . . ;immediately • 

to relieve pt,essure ••• on the Lyceum." Martin thereupon cOIJIIlitted 

KGwitzer Battery and Troop G of the 2d Squadron, but lining up and 

instructing ihe men apparently made it Unpossible for them to depart 

from the Arm+ry for the campus until about midnight, which was about 

the t~ Gen+ral Billingslea arrived at the Airport from Tennessee. 
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Meanwhile 1, at eleven-twenty-eight, General Abrruritl, :tn Tenneuee, 

reported to Washington that there were three troops of the l08th in 

Oxford, but that only one L-'rroop E 7 had been committed on the ·campus. 

Four minutes later !3eneral Parker replied that che President wanted the 
23 

other two troops moved onto the crunpus as soon 3:::! possible. 

The regimental S-3, Maj. Wan>~ick B. Bemu:'! 1 ,.;~a~:t to e::Jtablish liaison 

with Katzenbach and therefore accor.npanied the battery and Troop G as they 

moved, about. 95 strong, to the carnpus. The men carried rurmunition in 

their pockets, with orders to load only upon. an. officer 1 s command, and 

scabbarded bayonets on their rifle.s. Beane le.d ·this force up University 

Avenue to the same kind of a recr2.ption at The Circle that Troop JE: had 

received. There the rnob smashed the •.r:Lndshield of Be.ane's jeep and 

knoC::ced Troop G' s Capt. Hassel Franklin out of action with a bleeding 

mouth and .a smashed finger. Beane and hL'3 men reached the Lyceum about 

twelve-twenty-five, where Falkner saw him B. short time lat.er, and there 

stationed his troopers on the north side and at the :rear of the Lyceurn. 

Soon the mob managed t.o set one truck tarpaulin on fire and put a bullet 
24 

in the radiator of another truck. 

At about this time, with the hour approaching one o'clock in the 

morning, Capt .• Falkner found that the shooting was dangerous. "During 

one good volley of shots into the front" of the Lyceum, he observed that 

several of h:Ls men knocked do~m marshals "as they hit the dirt." Anc>ther 

group of thn~e or four Guardsmen from his troop "got behind the c.olumns 

of the building and decided to take a 1 smoke break,'" and "discov·tared 

they couldn't get near the front door" because of marshals "clamoring to 
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get in," everyoJle apparently having "the same idea at the same time." 

AI time went ~Y firing came "from all di1:-ections." Several of 
! 

Falkner's men~were hit by spent bullets falling to the ground after 

etriking the tolumns of the Lyceum. 
Jl 

Meanwhile, just after midnight, as the Howitzer Battery and Troop 

G were on the~r way to the campus, Col. 1-tartin, the regimental coumander, 

reconnoitered:the campus and found there "an uncontrollable, vicious 

•ob •.• engpged in throwing brick-bats ••• bottles, and other various 
' 

and sundry ob~ects at anyone suspected • 
' 

of being there for the 

'purpose of reptoring law and order." Martin stopped at the Alumni 
~ 

Building "whefe 20 to 25 Mississippi Highway Patrol vehicles were parked," 

only to be gr~eted by patrolmen and others "with a most antagonistic 
jl 

attitude." lp the absence of tear gas or knowledge that tear gas was 
'1 

available to his regiment, Martin concluded "that it would be impossible 
g ' 

to disperse this mob with anything less than firepower." General AbraiiS 
~ 

reported tha1 Martin believed the gas angered the mob, that the Highway 

Patrol was nat helping to establish order, but that additional forces 
i 

.auld bring Qn more injuries. At more or less the same time Capt. Falkner 

"talked with :a local law enforcement officer who had just walked through 
' 25 

the mob tryitl,S to recognize someone," but "hadn't known a soul!" 

Headqu,rters, Headquarters Troop, and Troop F of the 108th's 2d 

aeconnaissanqe Squadron arrived at the Armory, with the squadron commander, 

a~t ten miqutes of one, Oxford time, and at approximately one-thirty the 
~ 

, Sd Reconnais~aace Squadron arrived without its Troop M. By this time tear 
~ 
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gas (CN) had been obtained by the regiment.d S-4 from the dump at 

the Univ·ersity-Oxford Airport, which presmns~bly containe~d gas brought 

in by the marshals. Six cases of th:ls gag were diatributed to the 3d 

Squadron. 

When the 1st Reconnaissance Squadron arrived in Ol:ford, 1~1ithout 

its Troop D:, about two o'clock (about the time Gene.ral Billing1s:lea and 

the first Re~gular Army troops reached the Lyceum), the respons:i.ble 

regimental officers devised a plar~. and issue.d orders for deployment on 

th•e. campus. Having no maps of the University campus~ bits and pieces of 

information from Guardsmen who had some fan:!ili.arity with the c<:lmpus went 

into the rough ske~teh on a blackboard, which they used as their operational 

plan. By this plan the 1st am 3d Squadrons would clear the c<mnpus of 

th·e. mob, while part of the 2d Squadron ·would remain in reserve. The plan 

was for the 1st Squadron to move dirE~ctly west on University A1J'enu1e, while 

th•e 3d Squadron would aircl<e to the north side of the campus al1ld come in 

from that direction onto Th·e Circle em whic.h. the Lyceum sat. ~['he two 
26 

squadrons reached the LyceUJm about three-five~ a little mor~~. than an 

hour following the arrival there of the first troops of the Regular Army 

Company A of the 503d Military Police Battalion, the first ~~lem1ent 

of Task Foree Alfa. 

~~;,g:ment of Company A of Tasl~:=-~· President K~=~nnedy' s 

television address sent a feeling of reliE~f throughout •rask Force Alfa, 

which at nine o'clock received orders to release its entire load of tear 

gas (CN) for airlifting to the marshals in Oxford. In another hour, 

however, it had to Jreclaim this gas ~ilhen orders arrived to prepare for 
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movement to Mississ~ppi. This would have been around ten-eighteen, 

Oxford time, when G¢neral Parker confirmed telephonic instructions to 

General Billingsle~ to use all his forces to aid the marshals. General 

Billingslea at this late hou~ asked General Abrams if his troops might 

take rifles instead of night sticks, apparently wanting to be certain of 

his authority to use them despite the wording of the instructions he had 

received Sunday morning. Upon Billingslea's assurance that changing to 

rifles would cause no delay, they were authorized. Soon there would arise 

the question of why the troops did not move faster, and, apparently, this 
28 

last-minute change of weapons would be suggested as a reason. 

The Billingsl~a party, with two light radio-equipped trucks, left 

the Memphis stagin~ area at eleven-fifteen, local time, when, by one account, 

the first troop heUicopter took off for Oxford, although there is not 

complete agreement pn this point. General Billingslea traveled by Caribou 

aircraft and arrived at the University-Oxford Airport approximately with 

the first of the tvoops. Immediately upon arriving he telephoned Katzenbach, 
29 

who told him the s :Utuation at the Lyceum was critical. 

In General B~llingslea's party was Lt. Col. L. Gordon Hill, Jr., 

of the OCINFO in W~shington, who had gone to Memphis with Abrams. Now 

he accompanied Billingslea as the latter's principal information officer. 

Arriving at the ai~port, Hill placed a collect telephone call to the Army 

War Room in the PeQ.tagon from a public telephC>ne booth. He had to do this 
~ 

because security c~nsiderations had made it impossible for the Signal Corps 

to preposition sig.al equipment in Oxford. Compounding this difficulty 

was the additional.one that General Billingsl•~a's signal officer, 
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Lt. Col. Gus H. Grisard, was unable to accompa.ny Billingslea to OXford. 

As a matter of fact, Washington ~..ras completely out of touch with General 

Bill:ingslea ·for a time, and it was .into this communication gap that Col. Hill 

stepped ~vith the pay telephone. For five and one--half hours, tmtil Airport 

personnel expelled him about seven o'1 clock Nonday mom~ng, Hill kept this 

line open and, with the help of Maj. Koch, relayed infor.mat:Lon to Washington • 

They received intelligence from the campus, monitored "various Federal and 

State Police radio nets," and then passed the information to the War Room. 30 

Evidently the Army could have used more radios such as the marshals 

used, since Billingslea, for some reason, had to leave his light radio-­

equipped truck at the Airport when he moved onto the campus.. In its stead 

he used corrunerc:ial telephone lines and radios in the border patrol c:a:r::-s 

of some of the deputy marshals, "but small portable FM radios would have 

assisted greatly."31 

General Billingslea 1' s instructions were for Company A of the 50 3d, 

that is., Task Force Alfa, to be airlifted by helicopter to Oxford. The 

remainder of the battalion would travel by road. For airlifting Company 

A, the task force had nineteen H-34 Hercules helicoptE~rs. 32 

Company A's orders, issued shortly af'ter ten o'clock, were to assemble 

on the airstrip at the Naval Station where the men would board the helicopters 

for Oxford. Upon assembly, the members of the Company received individual 

.issues of M-1, carbine, and • 45 amrnuni tion, and the unit about tE!n cases 

of M25Al tear gas grenades, which were nailed and tightly banded shut. 

'J~he unit also received and took to Oxford sixteen shotguns and 500 shells 

to go \lrith them. Capt. Villella, the Company commander, gave instructions 
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for uncrating the g4s while in flight. Because of the necessity for 

haste, personnel bo4rded the helicopters at random, that is, apparently 
'~ 

without regard for qhalks. The men carried STRAC packs, weapons, and 
33 

ammunition. 

the first heltcopter, whose passengers included Lt. Col. Flanagan, 

the Battalion coumal}der, Capt. Villella, and sEweral enlisted men, took 
' 

off before midnight~ Oxford time. Although AHa sources put the time of 

departure at around,eleven, the President complain~d, probably to Secretary 

Vance,· at eleven-fotty-five, Oxford time, that they (presumably the military 

pol icet~en) "still h•ven' t taken off," to which the Secretary. replied that 

the helicopter (hel~copters?) would take off momentarily. At twelve-forty-oae, 

Oxford time, Lt. Cmfr. Corey of the Navy reported the "1st helicopter off 

at 1149 local," thai: is, eleven-forty-nine, Oxford time. 

At the same t!me General Abrams revealed that there was no 

communication with fhe airstrip at Oxford (the University-Oxford 

Airport) and that R~bert Kennedy wanted to know why the delay in the 
~ 

movement of the mil~tary policemen. The Attorney General also believed 

another 1,500 troopf should be moved, and General Abrams, as he had 

promised to do, was, now notifying the Department of the Army. Over a 

week l~ter General Wheeler would tell Abrams that he had talked to the 

Pres i~nt the day ~fore, and that the President 
~ 

.still is back!, on the night of 30 September - 1 October -­
he insists tht:tt he was told three times that Billingslea 
and company ~r.e moving and that this was not. the case; 
so I don't knpw how we are going to get him off that pitch. 
He said saue.t~tng about my coming over on Monday and 
sitting down ~itth Bobby and himself and going over all 
these things • ! 34 

'! 
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In t.hA!e first helicopter that was airb,orne on i.i:s way to1 Ox~~or:d, 

Capt. Villella leart1ed from hi}J superior. Col. Flanagan, that tboir 

objective w~IB the Lyceum on the Oxford carnpus ~ where they were to assist 

the marshals. An H-1.3 reconnaissance lh.elicopter, tn;.~t had gone uhead to 

determine whether or not it w·as safe to land near the Lycewa, radioed 

that the are.a was itlS1acure and that th1~ Company should 1 and at the 

University-Oxford Air]port. There, according to tr.e 503d 1 s coumand report, 

the first helicopter ]PUt down at twelVIli!-thirty Monday morning, 0:1cford-time, 

the flight having taken about an hour. The others landed at tWO···minute 

intervals, and by one.-ten all had arrived and had bee.n unloaded, if the 
35 

coam.and reports are ac::curate. 

Asseiiilbly of the Company's personnel ae; they arrived -- appl~·oxinnately 

119 men, with the battalion c011111ander, the battalion S-2, three c~:ompany 

offic.ers, a medical officer, and a che111ical officer·-- was diffic~:ult :in 

the darkness and amid the roar of the arriving and departing helicopters 

and other aircraft. Amid the hurly-burly, General Billings lea shout,~d 

"urgEmtly and desperately" "fl:>r expeditious assemblage and imned:i.ate 

movetnent." Upon assenlbly, Lt. Donnie Bowman, a young Texan, recEdved 

coumand of the riot platoon, to which a shotgun squad of twelve DJen l<~as 

attac!hed. S:~.yonets were ordered fixed on all rifles.. Lt. Miglie~re 

cODID.anded th•~ other platoon and headquaLrters personnel, and seven men 

were des igna1t:ed to remain at the Airport with baggage and gas grEmadE~s. 

According t:o Capt. Villella, his company completed this two-platcaon 

formcttion s:hortly after one-forty, OXford time., although according t<) 

Genei·al Bill il.ngs lea' a coamand report the convoy, with the general. acc:ompanying 
~16 

it, BLctually reached the campus entrance at one-thirty-five. 
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The trucksi that Capt. Falkner had dispatched to the Airport 

under Lt. Crowe Lere not used for the journey to the campus; instead 

the men were loaded into four Navy buses. Using a map of the campus 

under headlightsr, Col. Flanagan explained to General Billingslea how 

it was planned tb approach the Lyceum. Billingslea, with some staff 

officers, travel,~d with the buses in a Border Patrol car. The journey 

l . 
from the Airpo~ to the campus was an unnerving experience, or so Capt. 

Villella found it~ with natural anxieties sharpened in the lead bus by 

the blaring of ~ radio whose announcer described the violence of the mob 

ano the plight qf the marshals at the Lyceum, which was now not far away. 

In this atmosph~re, Capt. Villella ordered rifles locked and loaded. 

Suddenly there ~as a shot, tmmediately suggesting an ambush in the dark. 

When it was det4rmined that no one had been injured and that the shot was 

an accidental ote from within the bus, there was considerable relief. 

i 
What had happentd was that a soldier, loading his M-1 rifle in the 

darkness, had f~red it through the roof of the bus. 
37 

~ 

The tactibal plan, which had been made en route to Oxford after 

the decision to1 land at the Airport instead of on the campus, and which 

had been explaired to General Billingslea, would permit an approach to 

the Lyceum fr~ its rear and thus obviate the necessity ~f having to march 

through the wo~t of the mob. It would take the Company to the Lyceum 

f¢om Highway 6,~ dn which they would come in from the road to the Airport, 

by way of Rebelii ])rive, Dormitory Row, and Union Loop. This would permit 

the Company to !send one platoon in wedge formati~n around the north side 

of the Lyceum ~o the latter's front by way of Union Loop, while the other 
? 

platoon, in t~ same formation, would pass behind the Lyceum on Library •lace 
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and come around the south side of the. Lyceum to its front by 111ay of thE~ 

southern arm of Union Loop. This was a good tactieal plan, but it was 

not carried out because the buses, for reaJ:JOUtl th&t are not clear 1 took 

the convoy to the Sorority Row entrance. to th<~ c::.tJ:lpus :t.nstee!d of to th1~ 
38 

Rebel Drive entrance. 

Capt. Villella assumed that t:he bus drivers ·were" Federal marshals 1, 

1;.;rhile General Billings lea 1 s command repor·t stated that a carload of 

marshals, "who knew the route," led t.he buses to the Sorority R010J entrance. 

The 503d's command report had a different explanation~ howev12:r, declaring 

that the. buses were directed to this entrance "by the Missis::1ippi Highway 

Patrol \.rhose motives appeared questionable" inasmuch as Sorority Row "was 

more heavily barricaded." Not only, as :Lt turned out, was the route itself 

a dangerous one, but there were state p,oJlicemen and others at the Sorori· y 

Row entrance who harrasse:d the soldiers as they alighted from their buses 

for the march the rest of the way to their objeetive. The Company's 

Negro soldiers had lights flashed in their faces and offensi:ve remark~:~ 

made t:o them, while the Company as a whole was the target of' remarks 

concerning the marshals' treatment of students and the inhwnanity of 
39 

bayom~t:s • 

Thus did General Billingslea and the first Regular troops reach 

the edge of the c~ampus at the Sorc1rity Row entrance. The 503d 1 s co11111and 

repor11: put this arrival at one-thirty (and their arri.val at tbe Lycewn 

at about.two o'cllock), whereas General Billingslea's command report 
40 

placed it at one-thirty-five. This was about three and Clne-h.alf hours 

from the time of Billings lea's telephonic instru.ctions in the st:aging area 
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to move tre>ops to the campus, or about three and one-quarter hours 
<! 

from Genertl Parker's confirmation of those orders at ten-eighteen, 

Oxford timf· To take another base tUne, it was almost exactly four 

hours froan,[~neral Billingslea's nine--thirty-three instructions to 

initiate m+vement of troops to Oxford,. which had been followed at 
l . 

nine-fortytsix with instructions to go to Oxford, make a personal 
~ 

evaluation1 and report to the President before coumitting Regular 
' 

troops -- tnstructions rescinded by te~lephone about ten-five and by 
~ 

message atrten-eighteen. 
~ 

Four,:days later, in discussing the matter with General Abrams, 

Chief of Slaff Wheeler was not sure which hour the reaction time should 
~ 

be calcula\ed from, but he thought twe~lve-eighteen (ten-eighteen, 
~ 
1! 

OXford ti.m4) was the correct one, sinc:e that was the time at which 
i~ 

~ 

General sqltngslea received "firm instructions." 
' 

Recalling that 
J 

the troops1were on a one-hour alert, he thought it had taken them an 
; 

hour to ge1 ready, fifty minutes to fly to Oxford, thirty minutes to 

close the ~elicopters, fifteen to twenty minutes to get the troops. 
l 

loaded, an~ twenty-five minutes to get: them to the scene of the riot 

about three hours altogether, "or about 20 minutes behind the poatulated 
~ 
' 

schedule,"twhich was close to the approximately three and one-quarter 
~ 

hours calc4lated from the ten-eighteen confirmation of orders by Gedtral 

Parker to the arrival of Company A at the Sorority Row entrance to tile 
I 

campus, atiwhich point they were still about a half hour from their final 
~ 
i_i 

objective.l General Wheeler seemed to be satisfied with his recolledtion 
! 

of events,jsaying that one had to take into consideration such factors a1 
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starting the troops "50 miles away {.-it was actually more than this_7 

from a standing start in the dark," loading them, ;;md moving them "to 

an unknown area." General Wheeler did not think 1'that the timE~ needed 

to switch from night sticks to rifles" could have caused "more than a 

few minute.s delay." General Abrams agreed and added that he would have 

to say "honestly" that he "never kne,~ the time we were ordered to commit 

troops because I never chec.ked the time. There were: so many things 

happening • • •. I had no re.ference point and neither did anyom~ else 
41 

there." 

As the men alighted from each bus they were ordered into formation 

inmediately. Lt. Bowman and Staff Sgt. Richey of the riot platoon formed 

t"'o squad~J in wedge formation, with Pvt. First Cl.stSs Pennington as point 

man, with two squads in lateral support followed by the shotgun squad 

formed laterally to cover the left and right flanks. The othe1r platoon, 

which included the company headquarters personnel, inmediately followed 

the riot: platoon in column formation. Capt. Villella, the Company 

coumande~r:, was in the center. Also in. the formation were Gene1ral 

B:Ulings lE!a, in the Border Patrol sedan, Col. Flanagan, and se•;.reral other, 

presumably battalion, officers, as well as Crowe, the lieutenant from 

Capt. Falkner's troop, who served as a guide. 

The order was to mask and proceed quickly. ltlith bayonetl3 fixed, 

the troc>pB marched to cadence. The air was chill and, at first, still. 

The route lay in darkness 1:hrough a gulley and then up a steep curving 

h:tll pa~st various sorority houses to the Chancellor's residenc:•e; It waf; 

seven-tEmt.hs of a ntile from Highway 6 to the Lyceum by way of :So;r:c>rity 

R<:>W, Grov1~ Loop, and the University Circle. On the right, at th.e crest 
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of the hill, stood "a sruall group of silent spectators," their a ilence 

creat.ing a fJalse sense of security as the Company marched past, although ,, 

now distant phouts and other noises could be heard. 

Soon ~he Company was passing the Chancellor;s residence on ita 

right and bE;,aring right onto Grove Loop. With the wooded Grove on ita 

left, the CQmpany now bore down upon the ~ Building, which stood in 

The Grove w~ere Grove Loop entered University Circle. There elements 

of the mob ~urging about The Grove and The Circle waylaid the troops 

and rained ~,Jpon them a shower of Molotov cocktails, bricks, and rocks 

of all size.. Many men were hit as were the sides and top of General 

Billings lea! s car. The conmander, urunas ked, urged his men to "take 

it" and not] to break formation. Pvt. Pennington, the point man, felt 

the slap ofi his sergeant's hand on his buttocks urging him not to 

falter, foG, indeed, if the men had not kept on their way in riot 

formation ~ey might well have been either overcome or forced to use 

firearms. ~ol. Flanagan later told a reporter that if any of his mea 

had been bqrned by Molotov cocktails he might have commanded use of 

shotguns, ~hich carried light shot. The reporter quoted him as saying 

that "the l)len were wearing so many straps that they couldn't have gotten 

out of thelr clothes if they had been set afire." 

Comptmy A both kept its feet and its forward motion and 
' 

surprising~y emerged from this ambush without serious injury. Bearing 

right ont()oiUniversity Circle, the Lyceum lay just ahead. There the. 

weary mars~als, in their gas masks, "stood with a warm welcome, 

unrestraiqed applause • • • muffled cheers, and •. waving arms." 
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'l'he Company quickly deplo~red along the roadway in front of: thAi'! Lyceum 

with the immobilized fire truck and buUdo:1:er t:o ita right. :rt required 

every man to fill this line. It was oow about t:~:~o o'clock, O:Kford tirw:~, 

or four <>'clock in Washington. In about fifteen. minutes, or about four 

hours from his final orders at ten-eigh1:een to relieve. the marshals, 

General Billings lea and Col. Flanagan conferred ~vith Katzenbach ins ide 

the Lyeeum. 

Ca;pt. Villella's small for::e cleared the irm:nediate front of the 

Lyceum and found it necessary to use tear gas against ·the mob, which attacked 

\dth MolQtov cocktails and rocks. The rifles and bayonets of the Company's 

skirmish line protected the grenade: throwers, but the soldiers fired no 

flhots. 11lhen Capt. Villella reporte:d inside the Lyceum about three 

o'clock, he found many exhausted marshals and Mississippi National 

Guardsmelrl.. He received instructions to send a squad of twenty-four 

men from his small force to assist the marshals guarding Baxter Hall, 

where llieredith was. He was also to detail two or three squads to secure 

the campus power plant, but before this latter mission could be carried 

out it was handed to National Guard troops. Lt. Bowman and Sgt. Richey 

'with t1wenty-three enlisted men, and with a marshal to guide them, moved 

to Baxter Hall, which they encirclE~d and secured by about three-fifteen, 
42 

'Without meeting any "significant rE~sistance." 

~~earing the Campus. -- The 1st Reconnaissance Squadron, 108th 

Armored Cavalry, ran the same gauntlet that Troop E and other units of 

the 2d Squadron had run, on the way to the, campus. One missile struck 

the squadron conmander, L,t. Col. Guy J. Gravlee, Jr., in his mid-section 
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and mashed two packs of cigarets tucked into his fatigues. His driver 
tl 

crashed his jeep through a crude timber-and-concrete roadblock, knocking 

debris in every .direction. Missiles thrown by the mob knocked out 

vehicular radio ;power packs and one Molotov cocktail fired a tarpaulin 

on one of the t~ucks. To reach the Lyceum, the convoy had to turn onto 
~ 

the grass in orcler to bypass the flaming wreckage of three automobiles. 
'l 

At the Lyceum f~fteen marshals covered their unloading from the trucks. 

Meanwhile~ the 3d Squadron moved in, dismounted, from the northern 

edte of the camijus, and with unsheathed bayonets moved to The Circle in 

columns of sixe$. It came out in front of the line of military policemea 

anc marshals an4 took its share of whatever was thrown, but it made 

effective use of tear gas. One officer's helmet was creased apparently 

by a piece of p~pe, while another man was felled by pipe. The 3d SquadrOtt 

reached the Lyc~um only minutes before the 1st Squadron arrived in its 

trucks. The t~ was three o'clock, or a little after, and it was after 

this, as the ho~r advanced toward daybreak, that the troops, now in 

adequate streng~h, moved the mob away from the Lyceum and off the campus. 

The skirmish line that moved against the rioters, who now tended 

to drift about, included about 200 marshal:s, who joined the line 

voluntarily, an(i about 400 soldiers, including Company A of Task Force 

Alfa, what was left of Capt. Falkner's Troop E, and the 1st and 3d Squadrons, 

108th Armored C~valry. Falkner, who had returned to the Armory after 

having his arm dressed, and who did not participate in the mopping up on 

t'tle campus, trifd unsuccessfully to get Troop E relieved. Thus, the 

rQmnant of this·~ troop was in the line, although as a part of the 2d 
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Squadron, the reserve force, it was not supposed to be. The pri.ncipal 

responsibU:i.ty, however, was that of the lst and 3d Squadrons, the f:ormer 

to c:lear thE~ northern side of' the campus and th12. latt;;~r the. eastf~rn by 

pressing thEl rioters down University Avenue. across ·the bridge ov,~r 

Hilgard 1 s Cut .. 

Company A moved only as far as the bridge over Hilgard's Cut, 

apprehending several :rioters and returning thelm to the Lyceum, and 

leaving the main burd1an of the wor<' to the Guardsmen. One of Troop 

E 1 s men picked up a brick thrown at the troops -- the, fire;t ammunition 

he had had all night. He was about to fire it back, when ordered not 

to. At several points during the retreat of the rioters the latter 

stopped in a.n effort to talk. The high school was one such point. 

Several times during the action enlisted men of Troop E broke fol=mat:i.on, 

raced toward the mob, and had to be ordered back. On orders the troops 

moving eas1:w.ard stopped at thE~ corner of University Avenue and South 

Fifth Street, Thus released, this part of the mob moved to the eornE~r 

of South Lamar Boulevard and University Avenue, which was also th1a 

intersection of Highways 6 and 7. There it made a nuisance of it:3elf 

until dispe~n1ed later in the 01orning. 

At le~aflt part of the mob that was swept <)ff the campus to the 

north by the 1st Reconnaissanc:e Squadron went right through a faculty 

yard on the northern side of Faculty Circle, in the northeastern 

section of the campus. With soldiers in jeeps behind them 1 the rioters 

retired from the yard up to the next street and across the highway. 

117 



At appr"ximately six o'clock, Company A moved in column to Baxter 

Hall, where Mt,redith had spent the night, and established a bivouac in 

the adjacent jntramural Field. Capt. Villella noted that "about the 

Lyceum was a mass of ... rocks, bricks, broken Coke bottles, glass, 
' 

tear gas • containers, broken windshield glass several civilian 

vehicles with all the glass broken" and with great dents "in the sides and 
' 

... hoods," and "at least" five wrecked and overturned vehicles. 

Similarly, t~ way to Baxter Hall was also strewn with glass, bottles, 
43 

rocks, and "~rous .•. concrete benches." 

The La1d Tail of Task Force Alfa. -- Because Company A of the 503d 

Military Pol,ce Battalion, or Task Force Alfa, traveled to Oxford by 

helicopter, ~ts vehicles had to go by land. In the land convoy were 
~ 

Companies B and C of the 503d under the command of Maj. Raymond E. LeVan, 
~ 

the battalio••s executive officer, whose superior, Col. Flanagan, had 

gone with Corpany A. Altogether there ,.;rere 161 jeeps and trucks in the 

convoy, inclpding those belonging to Company A. Because of the urgency 

of the situation, there was no time to plan this movement. 
:l 

The co1umn cleared the Millington Naval Air Station at eleven-forty, 
\ 

local time, Sunday night, and left Memphis by way of a circumferential road 

to which a ~vy shore patrol guided it. It received its only info~tion 

concerning ~he situation in Oxford from transistor radios belonging to 
~ 

some of the ~men. As the situation seemed to grow worse, the column 

speeded up ~angerously until it sometimes traveled at forty-five milee 

an hour. A<Jcording to the official command report, "the convoy was 

neither assisted nor delayed by" Mississippi state troopers, but, in .. . 
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LeVcm 1 s opinion, "to say that the State Police gave no trouble would be 

'eyE~wash' and untrue." About twenty-six miles from Oxford, the convoy 

passed two :state police moni i:oring vehicles, and about eight or ten miles 

from Oxford there was a roadblock by 11-J'hat appean~c1 to be twenty or t:wenty-· 

fivE~ scout cars. Maj. LeVan advised the officer in charge that this was a 

FedE~ral troop convoy and dem<mded that the road be opened and that the 

convoy be allowed to pass unmolested. LeVan also requested the officer 

to clear the convoy through any other roadblocks that might lie ahead. 

Apparently the officer complied, because there was no interference with 

the convoy at two additional roadblocks it passed, although it heard 

such remarks as "God Damm Yankees 11 and "Nigger Lovers" as it sped by., 

As the convoy approached Oxford on H:i.9hway 6, "things did not appear 

to :be just right" at the Illinois Central's overpass just ahead. Appar­

ently to :~ee better, Maj. LeVan stood up in his jeep as they passed tmder 

the bridge. As he did so, "about five persons," as it appeared to him, 

dropped a railroad tie, which missed him and smashed the back of his jeep .. 

An open jeep in the convoy was overtm:ned when a truck was rolled on top 

of it, according to <m official report, while Capt. Villella heard that 

a scrap automobile housing was dropped onto it. The convoy continw~d, 

however, and a local policeman at a filling station directed Col. LeVan 

and his command to the Armory. LeVan noticed that the mood of the people 

at the filling station "was not too good, 11 and that "the majority" of 

them appeared to be outlanders "trouble makers" of the so-called Hed 

Neck class - but he exchanged no words with them. 
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At the AJ'mory, from which he report•~d to General Billingslea's 

1:\eadquarters atound four or four-thirty (the reported time varies with 

the source us~), Maj. LeVan received directions, especially from Capt. 

'illella, for ·reaching the campus by a roundabout way, but when some of 

bis Negro Milltary policemen were spotted among the rear elements of tba 

column while .ircling the town "objects <>f all types" were thrown and aome 

of the men wete injured. LeVan thereupon took the convoy to the town 

square, procured some town maps from the National Guard, and sent eight 

combat jeeps lito reconnoiter "two laceral roads" to the campus. Riotera 

smashed all ~ight windshields before this party returned, which prompted 

LeVan to bri*g ten combat vehicles forward and arm their riders with 

shotguns in tlain 'View of everybody in the square. His orders were, 

however, tha~ the shotguns were not to be used unless life was endangered. 

He also orde~ed his men to mask "to protect them from flying objects," and 

started the ~onvoy to the campus by way of University Boulevard after 
,,' 

deciding th~t the other routes were too narrow and easily ambushed. 

; 
The r$ar of the convoy was composed of Company A's vehicles dr~yen 

by men of Cfmpany C. Upon its being attacked, Maj. LeVan diverted it to 

the Airport 1 and took the rest of his fc:>rce to the campus, which he IIU8t 
_,; 

have reache6 not long after it had been cleared of the rioters. There 

he found "uiany State and Campus Policemen at the main entrances," but 

they were ~ot taking sides. He £mmediately made a reconnaissance of 

the entranctes and set up roadblocks for purposes "of identification and 

looking fot contraband material, particularly firearms." 
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During the first twelve hours of operations~ '!ask Force Alfa 

had 124 \lrindshields shattered and sufferE~d conside.rable-; other damage 

to its vehicles. Besides that, its enlisted perscmnel sustained 
44 

"many injiuries." 

Arrival of Other Task Forces ·~ational Gt!2-rd Troo.£.s. -.. The 716th 

Military Police Battalion (Task Fort:!e Charlie), with its attac:hments, had 

completed its arrival at the Millington Naval Air Station by JD!lidday Sunday. 

There it learned that evening that. it would support Task Forc~e~ Alfa at 

Oxford and perform whatever other tasks might be assigned to it. Its 

movement orders were for travel to Oxford by road. After packing up, and 

clearing the basE~ gym.nas ium in the 1111ake of Alfa, it crossed the initial 

point at the Air Station at twelve-thirty Monday morning, local time. 

A Navy truck guided the convoy through Memphis and a motorcycle escort of 

Tennessee' state troopers took it to the state line., where Pvt .. Charles 

Vanderburgh, an eyewitness, reported a large sign reading "'W,elcome to 

~lississippi -- Land of Beautiful Women.' What a ride that was!:" he added. 

"Flat out all the way. Pitch black. Not a sign of life. As if we had 

fallen into a pit." 

'I'as1k Force Charlie arrived at a point about threE~ miles north of 

Oxford on Highway 7, the road from Holly Springs, at three-thirty Monday · 

o:torning. From there a rec:onnaissan,ce party went ahead to secure information 

and to e~1tablish contact \irith Billings lea's headquarters. Aceording to 

Charlie'~' command rep~rt, the party got in touch with General Billingslea 

eLt the Airport, but it must have be,en by telephone from the Airpo,rt since 

Billings:Lea must have been still at the ll.yc~eum. Instructions ware for 
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Charlie to ~ommit a platoon in support of troops at the Lyceum; 

disperse crbwds at the Fraternity Row, Rebel Drive, Sorority Row, and 

Faculty Row;entrances to the campus from Highway 6; and establish 

roadblocks ~hen these entrances were secured. The reconnaissance party 

returned tol the main body at four-thirty-five, whereupon Charlie moved 

to the intetsection of Highways 6 and :314, which put it between the 

Rebel Drivel and Sorority Row entrances from which place it could easily 

perform itsiassigned mission. One platoon went to support the troop• 

at the Lyce~ and one company to sweep the northwest section of the 
45 ' 

campus. 
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Task Fo~ce Bravo,built around Keller's 2d Battle 

Group, 23d In~antry Regiment, which had been scheduled to leave 

Fort Benning eor the Memphis staging area shortly before midnight 

Saturday, Was~ington titm::, did not get av;,ay from L..!r<hing until about 

one o'clock S4nday morning. It traveled by motor convoy and expected 

to close at ttie Naval Air Station before midnight Sunday, local time, 

avoiding Miss~sippi en route. In a progress report from Anniston, 

Alabama, after several hours on the way, Bravo reported that its 

drivers were ~tting sleepy. From Anniston it continued to the Redstone 

Arsenal in Huntsville for fuel and rest. By eight-thirty Sunday evening, 

Oxford time, with the riot under way, lead elements of Bravo were at 

Waynesboro, Tennessee. Then, just after eleven-thirty, at Selma~ short 

of Bolivar, T~nessee, Bravo received word of its diversion. 

The new instructions, received during a periodic report to Third 

Army headquar~rs, which Bravo tried to make every two hours, werE~ to 

proceed directly to Oxford through Bolivar, Tennessee, and Holly Springs, 

reaching Oxfor;d on Highway 7. Bravo's operational control now passed to 

General Billi~slea. A telephone conversation with the Chief of Staff, 

2d Infantry D~vision, at Fort Benning, revealed conditions in OXford and 

instructions to Bravo's commander to report to Billingslea at the Lyceua. 

Unit commanderS now received aerial photographs of Oxford and of the 

University and, oral instructions went to all elements, including those 

not yet joined, to proceed to Oxford under the new orders. The men were 

lssued armore~ vests, which proved to be very useful against bottles, 

rocks, and br~ks the next morning. Rerouted, the advance party arrived 
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at Oxfo1rd about three-thirty Monday morning, Oxford time, but it 111as 

later bE~fore the various other eleme~nts could close. Meanwhile, 

bE~fore nr.:lVo' s arrival, radioed instructions informed the task force 

that it was not to enter the city until its c01m1ander could bE~ 

instructed in person. Bravo arrived in time to assist in bringing 

order to Oxford by daylight:.46 

Of the National Guard units ordered to Oxford the two battlE~ 

groups of the lSSth Infantry Regiment (31st Infantry, or Dixie, Division) 

were the last to close there. Col. Robert L. Gray, commander of the 

2d Battle Group, had been instructed at General Billingslea's c!ommanders' 

conference to have his unit close near Oxford by ten o'clock Mcmday 

morning. Accordingly, a member of h:i.s staff telephoned the neeessary 

instructions from Millington to the battle group's headquarters in 

Amory, Mississippi, and the assembly area near Oxford was reconnoitered 

before dark. Orders were to load equipment and for all subordinate 

units to be on alert for movement. Then, at eight-thirty Sunday evening, 

with the riot in progress, the battlE~ group went under a one-hour alert 

and at eleven-thirty, Oxford time it received orders to move inmediately 

to the vicinity of Oxford. At four-thirty Monday morning, Gray's 

headquarters reported from the Oxford Armory that the battle group would 

be ready to move onto the campus at five-thirty, an hour later. I1ts first 

miss ion ~TaB to secure the area around the campus power plant, but just as 

thi.s miss:ion was about to be accomplished the battle group recE~ived 

orders to halt in place until further orders. 47 
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The let Battle Group, lSSth Infantll:·y, which, like the 2d, had 

I . 
been notified of its call into Federal service at three-thirty Sunday 

aaorning, had l.terted ita subordinate units in leu than an hour. The 

latter issued1and loaded equipment on vehicles for possible movement. 

The battle grbup drafted an operations plan for movement to a tentative 

assembly area and for initial employment in the objective area. At 

five o'clock Sunday afternoon subordinat·e units reported their 

readiness to ~ove upon orders, but they received no such orders until 

ten-fifty-fi~ that night, when they were ordered to move immediately 

to an assemb~ area west of Oxford. Thereupon battle group headquarters 

issued order~ to the subordinate units to assemble at Brookhaven, 

Mississippi, ~or motor movement to Oxford. Because of the distance 

involved the ~attle group did not close at its bivouac area twelve 

miles west of Oxford until ten o'clock M:onday morning, Oxford time, 

after the cr~sis was over. This was the closing time originally 

scheduled. 

Upon adrival unit commanders received a briefing on the current 

situation and made a reconnaissance tour of the OXford area. The 690 

officers and~enlisted men of the battle group organized themselves into 

two subordin4,te task forces and stood on a thirty-minute alert. There 

was, however; little for them to do, although following a report that· 
:! 

"a great num.er of armed civilians were located in the Batesville area," 

one of these'two small task forces set up check points near the junction 

of Highways f and 315, towards Batesville, to prevent such persons froa 

reaching Oxf.rd. It maintained these without incident until early the next 
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day. Additionally, this uni.t also served as a reserve force to support, 

as necessary, Task Force Cmnpus or Ta:sk: Force City, which wi.ll be 

described later. 4B 

Task Force Echo, built around the 720th l'1ilita.cy Police Battalion 

at Fort Hoc•d, Texas, did not leave Fo:rt Hood until four o 1 clock Sunday 

afternoon, Oxford time, for James Connally A'i.r ForcE~ Base, Waco, Texas, 

from which it flew in fifty C-130 ain:raft to the }'lillington Naval Air 

Station. The lead vehicle o,f the convoy reaehed Connally just after 

six o'clock Sunday evening, but the first plane did not depart for 

Millington until t~o~o-fifteen the foll•owing morning, Oxford time, 

and the las1t plane until sev-en-forty. 'I'he task foree carried a basic 

load of ball ammunition and chemical munitions. Two hundred and 

twenty Ml rifles replaced carbines and .45 caliber machine guns .. 

Nine two and one-half ton trucks and nine one-half ton trailers made 

the unit ce>mpletely mobile. 

At the Naval Air Station conunand and eontrol of Echo passE~d to 

General Billingslea. From the Air Station the task force di.spat.ched 

five forty-·man platoons to Oxford by helicopter. The first of these 

platoons "'\o1as on the ground and operative" about eight o 1 clock Honday 

morning, Oxford time, and the fifth about :nine-twenty-five. The. re.mainde~r 

of the taLsk forces motor marched to Oxford and arrived at the bivouac are~a 

at three o" clock Monday afte~rnoon. Upon their arrival at Oxford the 

airlifted platoons manned re~adblocks at crit:i.cal points on main roads 

entering the city. Subsequemtly the unit also conducted patrol::~ and 

searches and performed other functions. Altogether it confisca·l:ed 104 
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weapons of various kinds and apprehended forty-seven persons, turning 

both weapcms and prisoners over to the marshals. 49 

The last of the five task forces planned before the riot, Talk 

Force Delta, built around the 2d Battle Group, lst Infantry Regiment, 

with stat~n at Fort Benning, Georgia, left its home station early MOnday 

morning uqder orders to travel overland. Apparently the intention was 

for it to ;go to Oxford, where it was expected to arrive at nine o'clock 

Monday eve;ning, OXford time. Delta never reached Oxford, however, 

getting no closer than Columbus Air Force Base, where it was held 

until ordered back to Benning a week later. 50 

Eveqts of~Early Dayligh~~· At seven-thirty Monday 

morning, Oxford time, General Billing;slea met with the unit coumanders 

who were tlow present and organized their units into two task forces 

for contrc)lling the campus and the city. To Col. James G. Martin, 

commander of the 108th Armored Cavalry, Billingslea gave the command 
\ 

of Task Force Campus, to which he assigned the 108th; the 2d Battle 

Group, 15$th Infantry Regiment; the 503d Military Police Battalion; 

and the 7l6th Military Police Battalion. For the city he gave 

responsibJlity to Col. Keller, whose 2d Battle Group, 23d Infantry 

Regiment,: and the 720th Military Police Battalion formed Task Force 

City. Tht lst Battle Group, 155th Infantry Regiment, when it later 
i 

went into;bivouac west of Oxford, served as the reserve force for 'these 

two task ~orces with the mission of backing up one or the other as 

necessary'. Sl 
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At seven-thirty or eight o'clo,ck IvJonday >G:to:criing, Oxford time, 

probably a:bout the time General Billingslea wo:-n:; having his conference, 

Federal 1111arsh.als escorted James !1eredith into the Lyceum through a 

bat;:;k door for registration as a junior in the Coll;:;ge of Liberal Arts. 

An hour later Guthman, of the Department of JwJtice, ann,ounced Mertedith's 

registration and Meredith, 1flith his escort, wem: to his fir:st class. 52 

But even as Meredith registi~red, rioters Hen;; still about in the streets 

of Oxford. 

Shortly after Meredithts registration, General Billingsle:a moved 

his command post to the National Guard Armory in Oxford, where Army 

headquarters in Oxford would! remain until r..;rell into the following year. 

His divisional rear headquarters at the i.Viillington Naval Air Station 

rem9-ined operational under his chief of staff, CoL Louis A. Kunzig, 

Jr.' until it displaced in mid-afternoon, 1 October. 
53 

was 

Now General Billings lea • s first order of bus in.ess was to :::ee ·to 

that the :remaining rioters were dispersed. Evidently there was s 0011:!. 

change in the task force assignments he had just made, perhaps because 

the 720th Military Police Battalion was sti.ll arriving, for a pJlatoon 

of the 716th participated wi1:h Company B of Col. Keller's battle~ group 

in dispersing "a stubborn mob" in the Oxford city square around ninE~ 

it 

o'clock. Of special interest is the fact that Mayor Richard Elliott of 

Oxford requE~sted the assistance of troops because of this mob in. the~ 

city square. His own PC? lice contained only seven men and the st.ate 

troopers, as1 he put it, were just "sitting there watching." Ano1::.her 

interesting sidelight on this action iB the fact that the armored vests 
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worn by the men in Keller's battle group were found to provide 
54 

consid~able protection against objects thrown by the mob. 
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The former general, Edwin A. \~alker., spotted at a roadblock by 

men belonging to Col. Kel1er 1 s task forcE~, was thought to hav'e "strongly 

influenced" this mob by his presencl~. Katzenbach, informed by Washington 

that a wa.rrant for Walker's arrest ''"ould bE: iszued in fifteen minutes, 

requestecl that Col. Keller detain Walker f<)r a short time and then esce~rt 

him to the Lyceum for arrest. With the. di..qpersal of the mob .at the city 

square, \olalker attempted t~o leave, but io7as detained at a checkpoint near 

the center of to•wn, as Katzenbach requested, by Lt. Robert Clark,, the 

c~ommandex: of Company B, 2d Battle Group, 9th Infantry Reg:i.ment, "1hose 

men had discovered Walker" s presene:e. Escorted to the Lyceun1, Walker 

lVas plac·~d under arrest at about eleven-thirty Monday morning, Oxford 
55 

time. 

Sometime e.arly Monday morning President Kennedy may have talked 

1.with Governor Barnett. If he did, ne ccmld not have been reassured, 

for he decided to send more troops to Oxford and to place Lt. Gen. 

Hamilton H. Howze in command. Gem~ral Billingslea requested instructions 

to govern his ac:tions should Governor Barnett come to Oxford as rumored. 

The resulting instructions, issued shortly after nine o'clock, Oxford 

time, by decision of President Kennedy and Secretary of Defense McNamara, 

were .. that any aircraft carrying Barnett should not be permitted to land 

at Oxford. Accordingly, the Federal Aviation Agency was alerted, in c~ase 

one of' :l.ts control towers: might be involved, and two companic~s of 

Col. Keller's task force were dispatched to implement the in.:struc.tions. 

One of t.hese companies, Company C, was sent to the Univers it.y-OXf:ord 

Airport, while the other company, Company A 1 hastened to a s1ma1JL field 
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eight miles $outh of Oxford that belongE~d to the Champion Oil Company. 

Barnett, ho~ver, did not appear. 

These trecautions against a possible appearance of the Governor 

seem to have :!lleen taken more or less concurrently with tte action in 

the Oxford c{ty square and with the action of part of Company D, also 

of Col. Kell4r's task force, against rioters on the University High 

School campu~, near the University Avenue bridge. 
56 

It will be recalled that part of the mob swept from the campus 

in the early ~morning gathered at the intersection of Highways 6 and 7. 

There it mad' a nuisance of itself, or worse, by throwing debris at 

every passin$ soldier. As a consequence, Col. Martin of the 108th 

Armored Cavalry and Task Force Campus, created two special subordinate 

forces of ab~ut forty men each. Included were some men of Troop E. 

With these ttoops (or perhaps with one of the forces of about platoon 

size, while ~olding the other in reservE~) he approached this "unruly, 

riotous mob [which wa~ armed with bricks, bottles, iron pipes, 

spikes, etc."' It turned upon the troopB so menacingly that there was 

real danger h would overwhelm the "comparatively small military force." 

Consequently~ Martin ordered that shots be fired over the heads of the 

mob, and "approximately fifteen rounds of ammunition" were fired, which 

stopped the +ob's advance and enabled the troops to capture and turn over 

to the custo.y of the marshals about forty-two prisoners. 

This abtion took place about mid-morning. That afternoon 

Congressman ~ohn Bell Williams wired Secretary Vance to find out "who 
i' 

ordered Miss~ss ippi National Guardsmen to fire over the heads of their 

fellow citizens in Oxford." When queried about it, General Howze, tllen 
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in command, promised an invnstigation., but~ illtH:U'lWl:lile, defended. hisl 

subordinctt•~ by replying thai~ Col •. Martin had been instructed to use~ 

the: mini.Dau:11 force necessary and that in Martin's opinion the fi.1rin~~ 

was necessary to protect his: troops from bodily hana at the hands 

of an enraged mob '"armed with bottles and rodts." ~1artin, Howz•~ 

reported, "also stated that no one wa.s hit by ·;;;he fire." After 

further inquiry General How2:e reported a f1altJ days later that he 

considered Martin 1 s action "probai:.ly eorre1::!t" in th~Lt it "avert1E~d 

circumstanc:es even worse than those obtaining at t~: timE~ of thjE: 

order. I believe," he added, that l"ieilrtin udid his duty properly and 

57 
propose no ac:tion against him.~· 

Mean"'hile, by ten-thirty Monday morning;, O:xf ord time, Gent::ral 

Billings l,ea C!ould report that things ll1ere as quiet as ever. At the 

sama time, he reported that fifty perc!ent of the persons in the area 

wer1a from outside of Oxford and that about 100 prisoners had be<!n taken. 58 

Casualties. Some figures will serve to emphasize the huma11 

cost of the rioting. The Arlny's first report counted 

forty-eight military injurie:9 -- "cont.us ions, lacerations, and t:uts 

cau:3ed by thrown objects and flying glass." The same report counted 

twetlty Federal marshals, thr4~e state troopers, an estimated twenty 

students, and eight other civilians who received treatment at th·e. 

University infirmary during thb night of 30 September and the mc1rnb1g 
·I 

of Jl Octobe:t', besides the two 'civilian. deaths from gunshot W()Undls. 

Thel~e was m> record kept of 111inor injuries treated at the LycleUDl. 

Whether or 1t10t the four marshals at the U.s .. Naval nos pital in !oliilllPtd.s 

at that tli.ma, includi.ng the neriously wounded Marshal Same, lJho had been 
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shot, were inclu~d in the total of those treated at the infirmary is 

not evident. 

On 4 Octob4r the Department of Justice released figures revealing 

166 injuries to tu personnel during the riot. Injured were seventy-nine 

mar,hals, seventt-two Border Patrolmen, and fifteen BUreau of Prison 

guaTds. The Bor4er Patrolmen and prison guards had all served, presumably, 

as deputy marshals. When this total is addE~d to the first figures compiled 

by the Army -- fprty-eight military casualties, three state troopers, and 

twttnty-e!ght oth~r civilians -- the total figure comes to 24S injuries, 

which does not i~clude such minor injuries .as went unreported and at least 

one additional ~litary injury that grew ou·t of a post-riot difficulty. 
59 

In addition, of Fourse, there were the two deaths. 

According ~o Congressman John Bell Williams, in one of the telegraaa 

he sent to Secr'fary Vance Monday afternoon, there were reports from 

OXford that sol4iers were "lining up citizens and needlessly beating 

them with rifle !ootts." He said it had also been "reported that prisonetW 

t~n last evenfng are being held in a base~nt without food or water, 

uwn order of mllitary authorities," and he requested "an immediate pers-al 

investigation" 'tY Secretary Vance. Asked to investigate, the Army cownaader 

in OXford made ~nquiries of Katzenbach; Ge<>rge M. Street, the University'• 

assistant director of development; Burnes ~ratum, the University's safety 
' 

director; J. wJ Davidson, freshman football coach and dormitory supervla.-; 
' 

and James Jones!, the Oxford chief of police. 
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On 1;he basis of this invettitigatior.•, G<:mQt'al Howze reportc~d aa 

follows: 

The allegations that soldiers 'IIJ~~re lining up pe.oplE~ 

and beating them with rifle butts i!:l :;wt ~~rfb~;tant:Late.d. 
In fact ••• Utiiversity officials • " . ,;tated that the 
soldiE~rs conducted themselves in an e:x:amplary manner and 
that at no time was any brutality whatsoevet' observed. 
Mr. James Jones, Chie.f of rth;e '? Old:m:d Poilice DepartmEmt 
stated that he not only did not s'ee any brutality but that 
no reports of any brutality were re•ceiv,ed by his departmEmt. 
One "Ku Klux Klan imitator" ·was a.c:cording to the press 
"forcE~d at bayonet point by r.a 7 .Hh1sissippd~ Nat ri.onall 7 
Guardsman to lie flat on the -floor of the Lyeeum. ,- 'I'he -
pree1s did not allege injur~ tu the man. 

On. t:lv~ alleged mistre.atment of prisoners, General Howze' e1 report 

observed that on t1onday the miH.ta.ry authorities "did not have prisoners 

in custody" and did not dictate the c:ondit:i.ons under which they were 

detained. Furthermore, Katzenbach n~portl:!.d that "prisoners were given 

water and provided C rations as soon as" the: marshals were provided theirs. 

The report: c:ontinued that at Katzenbach' s re~quest the troops wt::re now 

aiding the: marshalls in secu.rin~ the ''prisoners v1ho are being provided 

proper foCJd and watt~r." 60 

MealllWhile, as the situation in Oxford assumed dangerous proportions 

late Sunda.y night, it appeared to th'~ President that more troops might be 

needed tha.n plannilng had contemplate.d. As a t"!onsequence of th:i.s c~oncern, 

there was a continued troop buildup. 
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CHAPTER V 

GENERAL HOWZE'S COMMAND AND REDEPLOYMENT 

_f:ontinued~rroop Buildup and General Howze 1 s Selection.. -- Not long 

before midnight Sunday, Oxford time, President Kennedy asked for a list 

of all units that would close in Oxford in the next sixteen hours. Then, 

about an hour later, at twelve-forty, Oxford time, Washington queried the 

Continental Army Command as to what Regular Army division it would recom­

mend for movement to Oxford, how it would propose to move it, and what 

degree of alert it would recornmend. 1 That there was cause for this con-

cern the record makes clear, for· the situation was critical and might even 

get 2 worse. 

Based, presumably, upon the CONAHC's reply to the query at 

twelve-forty, Washington issued instructions at one-thirty···two, Oxford 

time, to move one battle group of the lOlst Airborne Division at Fort 

Campbell, Kentucky, to Oxford by road as soon as possible and to have a 

second battle group ready to move by air if aircraft could be obtained. 

A third battle group of the same division was also soon ordered to move, 

so that as of five o'clock Monday morning, Oxford time, three battle 

groups of the lOlst were scheduled for movement -- one to the Columbus 

Air .Force Base~, one to the Naval Air Station, and one to Oxford, their 

estilrnated times of departure being, seven, seven, and seven-thirty, 

Oxford time, respectively. Washington, while ordering •rask Force Delta 

out of Benning, also instructed the CONARC, at one-fifty-five, Oxford 

time, to move one battle group of the 82d Airborne Division at Fort 

Bragg directly to Oxford by ai:rcraft of the Tactical Air Force .. 
3 
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This concqrn about more troops, not foreseen in the original 

planning, carri~d over into the daylight hours, when at seven-fifteen, 

Oxford time, Wa~hington queried the CONARC by telephone as to what 

aaoitional troogs could be moved to the Oxford area by midnight, and 

when, two minut~s later, General Parker, the DCSOPS, reaffirmed this 

query as a "Pre~idential request with the highest priority." In hardly 

moTe than a half hour Parker, fresh from a meeting with Secretary McNamara, 

was back on thectelephone to the CONARC with instructions concerning an 

important Presi~ential dec is ion. While the, situation on the ground at 

OXford did not ~ndicate that things were getting worse, Parker explained 

to General Buch4nan, who raised the question, the President had had a 

conversation wi~h Governor Barnett which seemed to indicate a need for 

these extra forc;es. "This is all we know," he added, "and this is directed 

by the Pres iden1f • " 

Instructi~ns now were to move the two remaining battle groups of the 

lOlst (there be~ng five altogether) from Campbell to Oxford, one to go by 

road as soon as ;:possible and the other by air. Additionally the remaitlinc 

four battle gro~ps of the 82d Airborne Divis ion were to be airlifted as 

soon as possibl• (but General Wheeler would send word at eleven-thirty to 

hold them at th$ir initial destination, unless it were t'oo faraway, 
I 

instead of taki.g them all the way to Oxford). Finally, the XVIII Airborne 

Corps headquart;rs would proceed to Oxford to take over control of all these 

units. The trOfPS were to travel as light as possible in order to cut 

dawn on airlift~requirements, which would be worked out between the CON&at 

anP the Tactical Air Force. In the same conversation General Parker gave 

144 



the CONARC: authority to have the Third Army take over the rear in the 

Memphis staging area, which was done, thus relieving the over-all tactical 

co[!Jllander of that responsibility. Parker wanted a report i.n forty minutes 

on what the CONARC had been able to do in that tunE~ since therE~ was to be 

another me~eting with Secretary McNamara at eight-forty-five, Oxford time. 

Ge.neral Carns in Operations telephoned General Abrams at eig;h.t.-ten, 

Oxford time, to tell him that in vie·w of the additional troop assignments 

Lt. Gen. Hamilton H. Howze, of the XVIII Airborne Corps, would take over 

the field command. He also told General Abrams that the Third Army now 

had authority to take over the rear at the Naval Air Station. At eight·· 

t'lllenty-f:ive Oxford time, GEmeral Parker apparently informed General Howze, 

who was then at Fort Bragg:, of his new command, and told him that the 

instruc1:ions were coming directly from the President through S•ecre~tary 

McNamara. At the same tinu~ his deputy, General Carns, talked ·with 

GEmeral Billingslea and told him of the new developments. A few minutes 

later G1maral Parker informed the CONARC that General Howze wcluld take 

off for Oxford at nine o'clock, Oxford time, with a headquarters element 

o:E about six persons. 

In the very early afternoon, Oxfordl time (two-twenty-five in 

Washing·ton), Secretary Vance passed along to General Parker a 

Presidential query that had reached him through Secretary HcNamara as 

to what other forces could be brought to bear if it were a:ssutoed that 

those now scheduled were not enough.. Apparently, too, .the PrE~sident 

raised a question about the possibility of using Marine ground forces. 

Also, the 100 additional helicopters McNamara had requested ealrlier 
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(at nine-thirty-fi~e, Oxford time) for locations one hour from Oxford, 

-were to be broughti in and stationed at locations the Army selected. 

Queried about the ~~rgency airlifting of some of its ground forces, the 
i 

Marine Corps repl~d that one battalion at Camp Lejeune could depart on 
i ;r 

twelve hours noti~, plus the additional hour and a half required to reach 

Chertty Point wher~ they would board their aircraft. Another battalion 
?. 

could leave Camp Ilendleton on twenty-four hours notice, and the remainder 
~ 

of t~e Division!W~rig Team located on either coast would be available for 

subs4quent movemeqt upon short notice. These forces, however, were under 
'I 

the Operational cqntrol of the unified commanders of the two oceans, who 

could provide the )definitive information. The Army pursued this matter 

until early the n~xt day, but no Marine ground forces were called upon, 

alth.ugh the Mari~e Corps did provide some helicopters in addition to 
4 

those originally ~rovided. 

There were, :of course, a number of administrative and support units 

that had to be br4ught into the operation in support of the troops to be 

deployed, which ntw included three military police battalions, four 

infaptry battle gfoups (including two National Guard groups), ten 

airborne battle gfoups, one armored cavalry regiment, and headquarters 

troops from the xfiii Airborne Corps and the 2d Infantry Division. 
I 

The administrativt and support troops -- signal, quartermaster, logistical. 
j 

aviation, hospital, transportation, maintenance, and engineer troops (the 
lf 
~ 
1 

latter in the tent city) -- came from such places as Forts Bragg, 
~ 

Campbell, McPherspn, Hood, Rucker, Knox, Wood, and Lee. 
~ 
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Of t:he tactical units, only seven battle groups, one armored 

cavalry re:giment, and three. military police battalions ever reached 

the Oxfo,rd area itself, the. other Regular Army units be.:Lng held in 

the two staging areas used -- the Columbus Air Foree Base and the 

Millington Naval Air Station. All of the Mississj_ppi National Guard, 

of cours:e, excepting the tl-10 battle groups of the 155th Infant r:-y 

Re:giment:, the 108th Armored Cavalry, and a small medical unit, remained 

a1: theiJ~ home stations. 

The approximate strength of all the units deployed, including the 

Mississippi National Guard, was 30,656. Of this total the maximum number 

of Regular Army troops deployed for the operation reached a total <:)f 

about 20,600 (a figure rounded off t:o the~ nearest 100) on 6 Oetob~r, 

although the maximum number of troops in the Oxford area never reached 

more than about 12,000, at which point they peaked on 2 Octob4E:r. Of the 

10,393 Mississippi National Guardsnu~n actually called into Federal service, 

there 'W'ere never more than about 2, 700 in the Oxford area. The Guard 

t·eached t:his maximum on Mc1nday, 1 October, and maintained it for several 

days. 

Of the· troops deployed for the Oxford operation, about ninety 

percent :reached their assigned destinations within twenty-four hours. 

~~hose lllhich reache.d Oxford after the riot and the relatively :minor 

difficulties of the daylight hours of Monday morning never had more than 
5 

:rout in•~ uniss ions to carry out, as, for example, at checkpoints. 

l~artial law was never declare~d in Oxford despite the r:i.ot and the 

fact that the tro<>ps bivouacked in the Oxford area -- at the Airport, 
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Hemingway Stadi~ (the University football field), and in outlying places 

-- were about tw~ce as numerous as the townspeople. With the troops so 

nu.erous, martial law may have seemed unnecessary as well as undesirable. 

General Hoyze's Instructions and Assumption of Command. -- General 
~! 

Howze's instruct~ons, which went to him at midday, Washington time, 

Monday, 1 October, were the same as the instructions given General 

Billingslea on Spnday, 30 September, except, of course, for the necessary 

minor changes in wording. In effect, therefore, General Billingslea passed 
ij 

on his miss ion i:o General Howze, who became:, when the command passed to 

hiln at about thtee o'clock Monday afternoon, 1 October, directly responsible 

to the Chief of Staff, whose personal representative in the Oxford operation 
6 

continued to be General Abrams. 

General APrams, it may be said, went down to Oxford from Memphis for 
~ 

only a brief v~it, and then apparently not until 2 October. Quickly 
' 7 

completing his 1business there, he proceede.d to Washington. He did not 

again return t~ Oxford while the Army was there, although Lt. Col. Thomas 

J. McGuire of the ODCSOPS went to Oxford em a liaison mission at the 

critical periop of the beginning of the University's second semester, and 

Ool. Jung, the;Oxford action officer, made a short trip there in early 

March 1963. 

When Geqeral Howze assumed command at Oxford, the troop buildup was 
!1 

still in prog~ess and nobody in authority knew whether there would be .ore 

trouble or not. Indeed just prior to his assumption of command Howze 

approved, wit. the concurrence of Chancellor Williams, a search of the 

Sigma Nu frat.rnity house by soldiers of the 716th Military Poliae Battalion, 

148 

• 

.• 

• 

• 



with th1:!. faculty adviser of the fraternity, on the report of' a c:ache 

of weap1:>ns there. This search, which rather characterized the atmosphere 

in Oxfo:rd at that time, turned up two rifles (a .22 and a .J,Q calibJ:"e), 

twenty-one shotguns, and a .22 Colt pistol, but no ammunition. These 

weapons were turned over to University officials. 

On Monday evening General Howze explained in reports by te~lephone, 

one of thea to General Wheeler personally, that while visiting units and 

driving about the town and University he found everything quiet. The 

militalry organization was poor, but he was trying to dispose hisl troops in 

such a \lay as to stop things before they started. His probl1:!.m was not being 

able to recognize the enemy. He had a cordial one-hour meeting with 

Chancellor Williams and solicited his cooperation. This marked the beginning 

of a consultative relationship bet·ween the Army and the University that 

would continue as long as the Army remained in Oxford. 

HE~ also met with Deputy Attorney General Katzenbac.h for a.n hour 

and arrived at a plan of operations for the marshals and the Army. 

Of the otarshals, he reported, only twenty-·five would lbe left in town. 

They were both "pretty well beat" and not very popular with the townspeople. 

Soldiers were guarding the prisoners, but there was a marshal present to 

have custody of them. Eight marshals were in Baxter Hall with Meredith, 

while soldiers guarded it outside. He found his units arriving piecemeal 

because of the weather. He was short of communications. HE~ had roadblocks 

on all roads in town and all vehicles were searched, although this did 

not prevent persons from leaving their cars and walking around the 
8 

roadbloc.ks. 
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Genera General Billingslea in Oxford Area. -- Maj. Gen. 

Charles w. Gt Rich, who commanded the lOlst Airborne Division, replaced 
~ 

General BillJngslea on 2 October as the commander of the troops in the 
~ 

Oxford area, while General Howze retained over-all command in a "sphere 

of activity•; that embraced not only the Oxford area, but also the two 

staging are9s of the Millington Naval Air Station and the Columbus Air 
1 

' 

Force Base. The force employed at that time for securing both the c~pus 

and the citf and, therefore, under Rich's command, inclu4ed the 1st 

Airborne B4ttle Group of the 327th Infantry Regiment, the 1st Airborne 
~ 

' 
Battle Gro~p of the SOlst Infantry Regiment, and the 716th and 720th 

Military P~lice Battalions. In keeping with the relaxed situation and 

the principle of using the minimum force necessary, the other combat and 

support ur1its in the Oxford area "were placed in assembly areas out of 

sight of 1he general public, but prepared on short notice to reinforce 

the units" in the city and on the campus." In order to meet the requirement 

that ther' not be more than 10,000 troops in the Oxford area ("in and 

within lQ.i miles of Oxford"), two bat·tle groups were moved to the Naval 

Air Stat~on at Millington and one battle group was moved to the Columbus 
9 

Air Force Base, where it joined the 82d Airborne Division. 

Cofmand Post and Communicatio~. -- After initi~lly establiabing 
;! 

his co~nd post in the vicinity of the University-Oxford Airport, Howze 
• 

after sqme consideration of various sites, moved it into the A~or,y ' . 

apparen~ly on TUesday, where Billingslea had already established his 
£ 

commandjpost. As a matter of fact, Howze's own signal officer at 

Fort Brfgg had, in advance, arbitrarily settled upon the Armory for the 
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termination of c:oumercial tie-:Line circuits. In addition, b<J>th the 

Department of the Army and the Third Army had also arranged 1:or 

~~oiiillunications terminating in the Armory, the former for thrE~e SCAN 

dial lines, one point-to-point hot~·line to the OCINFO, and tli~O 

t.eletype circuits direct to the: Army War Room. The 'fhird Anny lines 

'"ere to connect Oxford with the Millington Naval Air Stationj, where 
10 

the Third Army Rear was located. 

~rhir? Army (Rear) and Logistj~ About the same time that 

General Howze assumed contnand of the Oxford forces, exclusive: of those in 

the tent city, Maj. Gen. Derrill M. Daniel, DE~puty Commander of the Third 

Army, \>1a:3 ordered, probably in confirmation of an earlier telephone call, 

to assum4:!. command of the rear at th.e Millington Naval .Air Station for the 

"purpoBe of providing administrative and logistical support" for the 

c:ombat elements deployed iLn the Mississippi operation. In that c:apacity 

he would also have control of the task force operating the tent c:i.ty fc1r 

the Fede:ral marshals (it previously being under eontrol of tht:!. De:partment 

of the Army) and ~·ould coordinate "staging area requirements" for the 

Army troops deployed through the Air Station. Under this arrangement 

General Danie 1 took over c:ommand of the Oxford rear from Billings lea's 

subordinate, Col. Kunzig, for the Third Army, whose assumption of this 
11 

responSiibility General Abrams was believed to favor. 

'l~h:Ls new coamand, gEmerally referred to as the Third Army (Rear) 1, 

but offieially called the Third Army Logistical Command (Provisie~nal) 

became operational on Monday afternoon, 1 October. To staff his new 

headquarters, General Daniel thought he would need thirty officex:·s and 

151 



forty enlisttd men. After arrival at the Naval Air Station, Daniel 

informed Was~ington that "except for minor adjustments of equipment 

. . . effectlng resupply from bulk resources," he anticipated "no 

major difficplties" in providing logistical support "to units in their 

presently assigned mission." He found Class I, III, and V supplies, 

including "dhemical grenades," "in adequate supply to accomplish present 

miss ion." Qn 13 October, after the major redeployment of troops under 

Howze, and tiaving been authorized several days earlier to change the 

' rearward or~anization "in consonance with the overall redeployment plan," 

the Third Army (Rear) closed up shop. The support troops still needed 

in the Oxford area reverted to the operational control of the Commanding 

General of tort Camp be 11. Later, on 22 October, logistical res pons ibil ity 
12 

passed to F~rt McClellan. Thus, th'~ Third Army (Rear) existed for less 

than a fortnight and was, in the length of its life, almost coterminous 

with Gener~ Howze's conmand, which was transferred back to General 

Billingslea on 10 October, as will be seen. 

Gene~al Howze complained in passing that during his command of the 

Oxford operiation, 1-10 October, logistical support units in son~ instances 

"received and acted on orders from headquarters outside the chain of 

conmand dull largely to a lack of clear understanding Qf the chain of 

conmand." Thus, he explained, "the 504th Quartermaster Company at OXford 

•.• was airectly responsible to the Army Field Commander but received 

orders frott {:the_7 Third Logistical Coamand (Prov)." The Third Army also 

complained;with special reference to :its Medical Service that initially it 

"received Directions from Departnent of the Army .•• CONARC, XVIII 
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Airbc>rne Corps, and queries from the Couunanding General:' Mississippi 

Nationa.l Guard." For the most part, General Hm-Jze found that during 
13 

the <~ritical period of his command "logistical support was adequate. 11 

A logistical development that perhaps was not foreseen, and that 

early required a survey in order to deal with it, was the arrival of 

Miss:Ls.sippi Natj.onal Guard units without riot control runmunition and 

with a shortage of coomunications.; moreover, because of a 8hortage of 

stat•~ funds Guard units arrived '''with little or no expendable supplies" 

and ~~ven without sufficient individual clothing and sleeping g•:!.ar. In 

the matter of sleeping ,gear, for example, the Third Ar~y (Rear) provided 

appr<oximately 2:,660 sle<eping bags1 and pneumatic matt.resses fr01n the 

Memphis General Depot -- and delivered them "by helicopter within six 

hours after" it received the request. Some Guard units also lacked 

facilities for adequate medical Ewacuation and received ambulances 

in the early period from the 2d Infantry Division. In gen•::ral the 

precipitous manner in which the Guard units were federaliz•::d rather than 

mobilized made :it impossible for them to "operate entirely through active 

Army supply channels," which "complicated and slowed the supply of 
14 

essential items." 

The Oxford operation "pres1e.nted no unusual problems" to the Medical 

Servic:e except for confusion over the chain of command, which has been 

ment:ioned, and the fact: that, as in the case of Little Rock, National 

Guard troops were brought into the Federal service so fast that they could 

not ~~ given their ini1:ial physical examination. There wa.s, indeedv little 

timE~ :in which to give some of them their separation examination. 
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Since, however, each Guard1man wa1 supposed t:o have "at least one 

phylical examinat~on" while on active duty, they all had to be given 

"at least a physieal inspection" that could e1erve as both their initial 

and separation physical examination. In giving this inspection, Navy 

and Air Force med~cal facilities ass is ted thE~ Army. They also assisted 

the Army in provi4ing medical care for the Guardsmen and their dependents. 

The 134th Mtdical Hospital (Surgical), a National Guard unit having 

seventeen officert and twenty-eight enlisted men, which arrived at Oxford 

on Monday and estf!blished itself at the Airport, was supposed to provide 

field-hospital support for the Army forces in the Oxford area. It was 

unable to provide proper hospitalization, however, even when au~nted 

by a surgical te~ from the Walter Reed Army Medical Center, because, 

having only a tent, it lacked the necessary 1aquipment "and was inadequately 

staffed with prof~ss ional and enlisted personnel." Consequently a call 

went out to the 15th Field Hospii:a 1 at Fort Bragg to provide one 

hospitalization unit without doctors. This unit, augmented by the 

Walter Reed team and professional personnel of the 134th, provided 

"adequate field bk>spitalization for the balance of the operation." 

The u.s. Naval Hqspital in Memphis and the Base Hospital at Columbus 

Air Force Base provided the necessary fixed hospital support for the 

operation. OrgaQic ambulances evacuated patients to both the field 

and fixed hospit~ls and two medical helicopters attached to the 

15th Field Hospi~al unit provided emergency air evacuation. 

In the are4 of environmental sanitaticm, some unsatisfactory 

conditions exist4d because units failed to take with them to OXford 
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"suffic:ient supplies and equipment to maintain a high level of field 

sanitation" -- for examp>le, chlorination kits for disinfecting water 

in lister bags. As for medical supply, "with few exceptionH, organic 

medical units and detachments arrived in the opE~rational area lojlith 

insuffj~cient ••• medic:al items to provide routine dispensary 'sick 

call' Hupport. Most battle group aid stations were either low or out 

of mE~d:Lcal consumables by the end of the first four days of ope:rations." 

ConsE~quently, the Naval HospitaJ and the Columbus Base Hospital, had 

to provide medical supplies in their respective areas through 11 a hasty 

informal agreement. 11 The Naval Hospi1:al provided resupply for t.he 15th 
15 

Field Hospital unit in the Oxford area • 

. Pootball.L Inciden1ts, and Cont:!;1.gens.L.F~ning. -- The question 

of the University's homecoming football game scheduled for Saturday, 

6 October, was of the first magnitude during the first week aft•~r the 

riot, and everybody up and down the Federal chain of cor.nmand, including 

the President, lJas concerned about it. It was a serious problem because 

of the possibly explosive mixture of a large football crowd and the presence 

of Meredith, or, given the atmosphere of that time, of the combustible parts 

of such a crowd even without Meredith. 

On 2 October General Howze conferred with both Deputy Attorney 

General Katzenbach and Chancellor Williams and asked Katzenbach if 

Meredith could be persULaded to leave Oxford for the weekend; Katzenbach 

said he could. General Howze believed "strongly, 11 as did the Chance.llor, 

that: holding the football game on Saturday would "be taken as an 

indication of return t<> normalcy." After additional discu:ssions with 
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Katzenbach, Ge~ral Howze again talked to Williams and again both 

agreed that the game should be held as scheduled. Howze represented 

Williams as fee~ing that agitation to stop the game was coming from 

other parts of ~he state and from various state officials who would 

like to see the, University closed, and also that the Department of 

Justice perhaps wanted the game cancelled. Katzenbach planned to visit 

Washington and ~nvited General Howze to send a representative, but Howze 
16 

declined. 

An intell~gence survey made during the daylight hours of 3 October 

in the vicinity of towns close to Oxford revealed that the game should 

not be played, for people feared "that outside elements such as teenagers 

and riff-raff" ~ho were believed to have formed the core of the rioters 

the preceding w¢ekend, "would incite additional incidents." If Meredith 

attended troubl~ would be certain. People still supported Governor 

Barnett and fel~ that they lost their states' rights when troops moved in. 

The survey founp the prevailing view to be that Meredith would withdraw 

in the near fu~re, but that if he should remain after the withdrawal of 

Federal forces he would be a "dead duck." People, in that early period, 

did not resent troops in the Oxford area, but believed the state police 

could have han~led the situation without Federal assistance. People did 

resent, howeve~, the use of local National Guardsmen, but they were proud 
17 

that they made ~uch a good showing. 

There wetie numerous incidents and rumors that could only have given 

rise to uneasiqess respecting the situation in general, and that bore out 

the general seqse of the survey results. Once there was a report that 
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Baxter Hall would be bombed and on another occasion students threw a 

rock through a cafeteria 1-1indow whi.le Meredith was eating, On 5 October 

a roving patrol of the 716th Military Police Battalion report:ed that it 

was fired upon from a gre(m Corvair driven by a >wman. These~ are~ some of 
18 

the ineidents that occurred. 

On the afternoon of 3 October, General Howze discussed the problem. 

eoncerning the game with General Carns, and then talked with .Secretary 

McNamara, who had just heard about the problem, and who SE~eme~d disposed 

against holding the game. Howze reported that he had conferred '!ldth 

ChanceJllor Williams and University athlE~tic officials together with 

Patterson, the state attorney general, and Birdsong, the state safety 

director. The latter two men "expressed great alarm at what might happen 

at the g.ame," but General Howze discovered that they had not been informed, 

as had the Governor, concerning the precautions that the Army woolld take. 

\!Then theBe were explained to them they withdrew their objections to a 

statememic to be issued by Williams that the game would be played in 

Oxford,, and General Howze did not object. HO'\o7ze said he did not "pretend 

that it is altogether without difficulty," but he indicated that the 

proposal to give students free railroad tiekets and then to move the game 

to Jackson was a dangerous idea. The University officials, he said "thought 

that wcmld be the most dangerous place in the whole state to have~ a football 

game." Continuing, Howze told the Secretary that he understc,-od that 

t:rustee~s from among the University alumni favored holding the game in Oxford. 

General Howze repeated that he knew there was risk invc,lved in holding 

the game in Oxford, but hE~ thought the precautions referred t~o would 
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minimize it. FQr one thing, Meredith would not be there. Also, 

there would not ,be "any colored troops in e:vidence except those • 

behind their owq ••. sentries in their own encampments." In fact, 

there would "be practically no soldiers visible at all anywhere." 

Checkpoints would be removed for the game, but without announcement. 

He was not sure how the Army would restrict people after the game, but 

thought it fortJnate that the stadium was "somewhat removed from the 

• • . dormitory areas." National Guardsmen would not be in evidence 

either, apparently, and neither would the marshals. Birdsong told 

General Howze he was not a free agent and thus could not coumit himself 

bUt Howze at lefist thought he had a tentative understanding with the 

s~fety director under which state troopers would direct traffic with the 

aid of military' policemen who would be "under their obvious control in 

such matters as parking." Secretary McNamara told General Howze he 

appreciated his,' advice and that Howze should assume that the decision 

to have the ga~Q~e in Oxford stood unless he heard "from Buzz Wheeler, 

Cy Vance, or !lly!$elf." Howze replied that he was 11neither permitting'.' 

tb.e game "nor e;tcouraging it," that he had "not taken a position that 

I should stop :Ut" and had posed "no objections." In such manner the 
19 

conversation eqded. 

Geooral .l;jbraJJ5 said it was the Secretary's impression that "they 

would go ahead with the game," and General Wheeler thought the game should 

be held as scheduled, for he thought that matter had to be faced up to 
' 

sometime. The Attorney General, however, "apparently called" McNamara 

and wanted to qam.cel the game. When it became apparent "from local 
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sources'' and the continuing incidents that it would be unwiS42~ to play 

the gail~':: in Oxford, Secretaries McNamara and Vance concluded that it 

should not be played there. The G1:>vernor urged Chancellor Williams to, 

have the: game played in Jackson, saying that he would be responsible for 

the railroad fares of the. University students whC> attende.d. To 

Genera.l Howze the Chancellor remarked, Abrams reported, that "the 

people. j~n Jackson would be responsible for all measures betwt?.en the 
20 

halves." 

The .Army did not view the problem now posed as a s impl4~ one, for 

there WQUld be two football games and a parade in Jackson on. Sat~urday 1, 

6 Octob4~r. Not only would Mississippi be. meeting Houston in Jac~kson, but 

Jackson State College would be playing Arkansas State at h.on~e, and there 

would be an annual Jackson State parade through the streets of the city. 

The Army worried about the possibility of an explosion when two football 

crowd~!, one white and th1~ other Ne:gro, and a Negro parade, c:ame together 
21 

in a not-so-large Mississippi urban conmunity. 

Th.e result of its concern was a contingency plan ordered c:m 5 October 

by which. two battle groups of the 82d Airborne Division could !>'~ airlifted 

to Ja,ckson frail the Columbus Air Force Base, if called for by the 

President. One of these, on a OnE~-hour alert, would travel by Air 

Force G-123' s, with a flying time to Jackson of fifty minute:s, as the 

White House was informed, and one battle group by helicoptelt.·s with a 

flying time of one hour and twenty minutes -- over 2,000 soldiers altogether. 

In the case of this latter battle group, General. Wheeler wanted "one 

compa.ny ready to depart immediately, together with some tear gas 
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dispensing ctJoppers," with the remainder of the unit on a one-hour alert. 

There would also be seven or more Army intelligence agents, together 
22 

with FBI ageqts, in Jackson. 
~ 

After 411 these preparations, the proceedings in Jackson, under 

a call from the mayor to desist from vio•lence -- backed up on the scene 

by policemen :with riot guns -- went off quite peacefully. Similarly, 
ti 

the student train returned to Oxford without incident, and at 

seven-forty-~ive Saturday evening, Washington time, Secretary Vance and 
23 

General Wheelier called off the Jackson alert. 

Meanwh~le, Meredith had left OXford for the weekend accompanied by 

an escort of four marshals, as he would do on many weekends in the coming 

months. On ~his occasion, Army intelligence had it from Meredith that he 

would go to Jackson. Then it was reported that the marshals had tentative 

plans to flyihim to Memphis, but that Meredith had not yet agreed to the 

plan. Final\y he left Oxford by car, with four marshals, destination 
24 

unannounced probably for security reasons. Whether or not Meredith 

had some resqonsibility for the changing reports, it was true throughout 
~ 

his stay in Oxford that he often kept his protectors guessing, as Army 
~ 

reports ofteq mentioned. 

Securi,y Arranrments for Meredith. -- Pressing as was the matter 

of what to dq about the homecoming football game of 6 October, a matter 
J; 

of basic urg~ncy from the beginning was, of course, that of guaranteeing 

Meredith's p~ysical safety to the greatest extent possible. All along. 
~ 

however, tho~e most concerned must have been aware that it was all but 

impossible td guarantee Meredith's life absolutely against sniping from 
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ambush or some suicidal attempt to murder him. ln any case, General Howze, 
25 

in one:~ of his first official acts • met with Katzenbach for li.n hi)Ur and 

probably at that time agreed on the mod;!! operand.! for tlhe llo:arshals and 

the Army that, wi.th little change, except in degree and upon SpE~cial 

occasions, served through succeeding months. 

The plan developed for the long haul was to reduce pro1mptly and 

considerably the number <>f marshals in Oxford, to use the small number 

of marshals regularly assigned to duty in Oxford as a constant e'scort and 

protec:tive body for Meredith, and to use the Army for guard duty at Baxter 

Hall (both inside and out), where there \<Jere eight guards as late as 

mid-MI.y 1963, and a force in the inlllediate background to support the 

marshals i.n case of need whenever 1'1eredith went abroad on th1E~ campus. 

The immediate support on the campUfl took the form of a jeep Jpatr.ol, with 

a backup force of platoon strength (the Alert Platoon) bivouj3•Cked in a 

gully back of Baxter Hall referred to as "The Hole." Among the duties of 

the Al•~rt Platoon was the provision of the security de.tails for JBaxter Hall, 

but it:3 principal mission was to re~spond immediately, upon order, in case 
26 

of trouble at Baxter Hall or at any other place on the campus. The 

reservE~ force, the' main body of troops stationed at OXford after the 

lllajor re1:ieployments of October, was divided, at first, in about a 

<>ne-to-·t1io10 ratio, between an encampment at the Armory and one. at the 

Universli1t:y-Oxford Airport l' but after March 1963 they were brought 

togethe~r, except for a small security detachment at the Airport, in a 

base camp adjacent to the Chambers Manufacturing Company one mile• south 

of Baxter Hall. 
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Other features of the security arrangements were a sedan that 

patrolled the campUs and the town of Oxford, a small Army aircraft 

support (four hel~copters and one fixed-wing aircraft as late as mid-May 

1963), Army intelligence agents in the Oxford area (twenty on 4 October, 

which, of course, was during the early period of uncertainty), and, 

finally, troops earmarked for rapid deployment to Oxford to reinforce 

the troops statiqhed there. 

At mid-Dctdber 1962 there were twelve marshals on duty at Oxford, 

including two suuervisors, one driver, and three reliefs of three men 

each. These reliefs worked on two shifts each twenty-four hour day --

one from seven o'clock in the morning until five in the afternoon, and 

one from five o' elock in the afternoon until seven the next morning. 

During each shi~~ one relief would be on duty with Meredith, one would be 

on call, and one would be off duty. During the dayttme shift three 

marshals accomp4nied Meredith wherever he went, although not necessarily 

alongside him. 'ouring the evening shift three marshals had a room 

adjoining Meredith's in Baxter Hall with a connecting door (through an 

efficiency kitchen) between Me~dith's roam and that of the marshals. 

one marshal wai al~ays awake, while the other two might or might not be 

awake. When ttie relief changed at five o'clock in the late afternoon, 

Meredith was u~ually eating. At that meal as many as nine marshals might 

be near Meredith -- the relief going off duty, the relief coming on, and 

the two supervlsors and the driver. At the noon meal the relief on dut7 

was with Meredid.th. For ten days prior to 17 October, Mr. Sather, a 

Department of ~tice attorney, accompanied Meredith wherever he went. 
28 

John Doar also spent some time. with him l.n the early days. 
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Apparently at fir13t the military security force responsible for 

acc01npanying Meredith and the marshals was on foot, but whem Lt, Gallagher, 

a youn;g officer of the 716th Military Police Battalion, took over the 

respcmJ3ibility from an officer of the 2d Infantry Division (who seems to 

have inherited i.t fr01n the 327th Battle Group of the lCHst Airborne 

Divifl i~on), he mounted h:Ls men in five jeeps with three-man cre,l1s and 

foll<>w,ad Meredith's and the marshals 1 sedan, which was dispensE~d with 

later. At that early stage the 8 ecurity squad used Golf One through 

Five a:s its radio call 1dgn, but then began to get interferencE~ and 

fearE~d that ham operators or other outs ide monitors had discovered 

its fr,aquency. In changing its frequency it decided upon a nell1 call 

sign a1C\d adoptecll the first one that popped into the head of Major John 

D. A .. Hogan, Jr. -- "Peanut" or '"Peanuts." Ever after, officially 

and unofficially, the Special Security Patrol was referred to almost 

exclusively as the "Peanut Patrol." 

1A!'hen the Peanut Patrol cons: is ted of only four jeeps, as 111as the 

case by mid-November, the officer in charge would always position his 

jeep "in the approximatl:~ vicinity of ~lr. Meredith," whenevE~r the latter 

went out, while the remaining three jeeps would position thetnsE:!.lves "in 

the general area of travel by Mr. Meredith, but out of" his sight. If he 

went to Fulton Chapel, for example, they would then shift positions so as 

to ~~ at definite positions in the vicinity of the chapel and .:m various 
29 

sides of it. 

'rhe Oxford-University Area Patrol, using a sedan, wh:i.ch patrolled 

twenty-four hours a day, came in for considerable criticism fr,cm local 
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authorities and frpm Senator Stennis, who resented it. It was 
.30 

continued, howeve~, without being aimed at the Oxonians. 

As will be s~en, there was a considerable modification of these 

security arrangements in the summer of 1963 prior to the Army's withdrawal. 
31 

Integration .~~ Troops at OXford. -- One of the most important problems 

that the Army faced during General Howze•s command at Oxford was that of 

utilizing its Negqo troops. It will be recalled that there was some 

confusion about them on the Sunday and Monday of the riott when the 

intended policy w~ to forbid their use "on o'perational missions bringing 

them in contact w~th the public t" as General Wheeler emphasized on 1 October 
32 

for General Howze'I,S guidance. Wheeler's instructions to Howze to adhere 

to the policy of ~ich he said both General Abrams and General Billings lea 

had earlier been ilinformed was precipitated by Senator Stennis' inquiry 

after an administrative assistant to Chancellor Williams complained "that 

negro troops were being used on patrols" in Oxfordt which Stennis said 

"he couldn't beliave." At about the same tiu1e Secretary Vance had 

received Congress~tan John Bell Williams' complaint about the Guardsmen 

firing over the haads of their fellow citizer~ together with the following 

inquiry: "The sending of negro troops to Oxford has served only to further 

inflame citizens.· Did you bear this in mind when ordering troops to Oxford 

or did you do it •y design? Please reply prc>lllptly." Negro soldiers were 

not, of course, p4pqlar in Mississippi. In late November Oxford city 

officials would even object to the Army's use of Negro soldiers on a 

regular water detlil on which they drew water from an outlet near the 

fire station. Col. Kellert however, refused to remove them fr~ the 
33 

detail and began using water outlets at the Armory instead. 
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On Wednesday, 3 October, when Secretary Vance and General Wheeler 

discussed redeployment of Oxford t1::-oops with the President, they told 

him about the exclusion of Negro soldiers from public operat:f.ons which 
JL~ 

"'could cause possible conflict." On the following day th4~;re were two 

significant developments respecting the Negro troops :i.n Oxford. For one 

thing, on Thursday afternoon, General Howze telephoned General Albrams 

to propose, as Abrams reported the conve.rsation, that he would "!Jtart a 

gradual movement of Negro soldiers from Memphis, Oxford, and Columbus to 

their h01111e stations. He ~.muld not move all of them, but it lo7ould be a 

gradual ·operation and they would move by aircraft.,., To this proposal, 

the Seer4atary of the Army and the Chief of Staff said "No~" as GE~neral 
35 

Abrams re.corded the response without explanation. 

At the same time, Meredith complained to Deputy .Attorne;y General 

Katzenbac!h that the troops guarding him and seen elsewhere on. the: campus 

were se:gregated. In passing this complaint along early Friday mc•r·ning 

BlS he reeeived it from Katzenbach, General Howze admitted the truth of 

~!eredith 1s complaint but pointed out that the situation was at Washington's 

direction. In a briefing later that morning, presumably with reference. to 

this matter, General Wheeler said t·o ignore Meredith's statements and also 

cautioned not to attract attention ·to the Army just then, but that after 

the coming weekend, which was presumably a reference to the football game, 
36 

publicity would be all right. 

A series of discuss ions took place on Friday morning and afternoon 

between Secretaries McNamara and Vance and Attorney General Kemnedy on the 

subject of utilizing Negro soldiers on operational duties in i~1ississippi. 
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Secretary McN~ra and President Kennedy also discussed the matter by 

telephone, and the President directed full integration of Negro soldiers 

in all cases e~epting those of individual sentinels or of isolated 

aissions. On ~aturday, 6 October, therefore, General Howze issued 

" iastructions t~ his subordinate commanders to use their Negro soldiers 

in all duty assignments with two exceptions. Negro soldiers would not 
! 

be used as "in4ividual sentinels or on isolated individual missions," 

this being for their own protection. At the same time, the order would 

' n.ot affect the forces then in a ready status on account of the Jackson 

football game JS long as their ready status had to be maintained. He 

added that "thls policy must be applied w:Lth great care by all coamandere 

to assure that our men are not placed in 13 ituations exposing them to undue 

risk or where ~he possibility of conflict with the local citizenry is high." 

The Columbia B~oadcasting System took motion picture films in Oxford on 

6 and 7 Octobe~ of a foot patrol and a jeep patrol showing Negro soldiers 
37 

which they te~vised on 9 October. 

Meredit~, who was out of town over the weekend, sized up the 

situation resulting from his protest to Katzenbach the week before and 

the promise m4de to h~ on Friday that corrective measures would be taken. 

Then, on Tues~ay he issued a hand-written statement to ·a pool correspondent 

that got wide~pread coverage and created a considerable stir. This waa a 

two-part stat~ment, in the first half of which he charged that on Monday 

he had seen utiarmed Negro soldiers on a garbage detail. During his first 
' 

two days at t'e University, he said, 
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th1~ military units looked like American units. All soldiers 
held their positions and performed the task for which they 
had been trained and ordered ••.• Since that time, th4e 
\ln:Lts have been resegreagated. Negroes have been purged from 
th4dr positions in the ranks. On Thursday, Oct. 4, 196:2, I 
brc,ught this to the attention of the proper authorities. On 
Fr:lday, 1 was informed that the situation would be corr·,acted 
and the Negroes would be put back into their places in the 
ranks. On Monday, Oct. 8, 1962, Negro soldiers were indeed 
s1e1m again among thE~ soldiers. The ones I saw, howevet·, wE~re 
em a garbage detail truck and unarmed. Tl:_le white membe:rs c,f 
th4~ detail were armed. This condition constitutes a di.:shonor 
and a disgrace to the hundreds of thousands of Negroes •r.1ho wear 
th4~ uniforms of our military services. 

• • • My conseience would not allow me to go on observing 
tru~ situation without, at least, letting the Negro soldiere1 
km>w that I did not like then1 being dishonored. 38 

General Clifton, th1~ President • s military aide, took the matter up at 

1:he Carlteton Hotel on TueEJday evening, 9 October, with Generals \11heeler, 

Dodge, and v. P. Mock, the latter of the Office of the Chief of Staff, anc! 

later <!alled the Army war Room to get figures on the number of NE~groes 

r.eturm~d to their duties. When que:ried by the War Room, the XVIII 

Airborne Corps in Oxford asserted that it "could find absolutely no bauis 

for" ~~r·edith' s statement and that the units complied with Hclwze 11 s orders 

to hav1~ Negro soldiers as~mme their normal duties "almost instantaneously," 

although "there were, of t:!ourse, ce:rtain restrictions to avoid undue risk." 

General Dodge and two associates, c:harged with preparing a press release 

on the subject, sought information from the War Room around nine o'clock 

~ruesday evening, but "after working for several hours on a pl:·ess release 

to counter the allLegatiorus made by Meredith 
39 

'by the President." Instead of issuing a press release, S«~,cretary Vance 

simply stated 



that d•r1ng the difficult periods when troops were still employed 
in theioxford area Negro soldiers were not used on patrols in 
order fo avoid unnecessary incider1ts. on 6 Oct. when tile situation 
became.-ore stabilized orders were issued that Negro military 
person~l of Army units employed i.n connection with the Oxford 
s ituat~on would be used in the per·formance of all normal functioas 
in the~nits in all operations. 40 

Genera~ Wheeler asked General Howze specifically what impleaentary 

steps his lodat commanders had taken and what the situation was on Sunday, 
' 

7 October. qeneral Howze concluded his detailed reply as follows: 

~ wish to assure DA that orders received at this 
headqu~ters have been placed in effect altogether without 
reluct~ce or footdragging. I acknowledge some delay in 
retrans~ission of instructions -- which instructions 
manifested no ~tme urgency of execution.-- b~ ave~ busy 
staff. :Subordl.nate c011111anders did not lJIIQedJ.ately Jerk 
white troopers off details already ordered for execution, 
nor wou~d I expect them to do so. Personnel on detail at 
Baxter Jlall as individual door guards have the miss ion of 
checking each student in and out by pass; it was and remains 
a mattet of good judgment not to put Negroes in such a 
positio~ of control over white students whose prejudices 
on thisimatter are extraordinarily strong. 41 

That thtre was no one view in the Army respecting ~~e question 
' 

whether or n~ to keep troops integrated during th~ir participation in 

racial troublts was seen clearly when the~ Oxford units prepared their 

coomand reports after the riot. General Howze thought that "'across tbe 

board' segreg4,tion" in the Oxford trouble:s "had a disruptive effect" on 
~ 

the units invqlved inasmuch as twenty percent of the strength of the 

tegular Army 1fas Negro and therefore included company coananders "and 
' 

other key lea4ers." He thought "the proper solution" was to give 
42 

"the field coaPa.nder all latitude" respecting the matter. 
! 

The 82d 1\irborne Division found that "a serious morale problem" 

t'esulted from the fact that the 1st Airborne Battle Group, 503d Infantry 

168 



Regiwmt, had to leave its Negro pers1:>nnel at the. Airport while the 
43 

rest c•f the battle group moved into Oxford. The lOlst Airborne 

Division complained that "segregation of Negro troops is highly 

undesirable. Negro soldiers should pE~rform their normal functions 
44 

with their units." 

The 2d Infantry Division, l~Thich had reported resent~ru::nt ·when 

Negr•oos were withdrawn from the public: eye on 2 October, concluded 

only that "in operations when racial issues are involved, :s•n early 

determination should be made conc~erning the introduction oJ: negro 
45 

rail:: 7 personnel into the area." ---
'rhe commander of the 716th Military Police Battalion, who had left 

his Negro soldiers in the Memphis staging area at Abrams' order (excepting 

one soldier who was overlooked), expressed himself rather s;trongly 

the subject: 

The category II personnel of the 716th Military 
:Police Bat.talion were left in ;-·the 7 Memphis Naval Air 
Station pe.r order.. In addi.tion to the morale factor 
.among the category II personnel, communication betwee:n 
~rask Force forward and rear was 1 imited, seriously affecting 
morning reports, personnel actions and publishing of ·Orders. 
By leaving category II personnel in Memphis, the unit lost two· 
l:!ompany coomanders, one First Sergeant and the coomunicat:ions 
!Jergeant. This greatly hampered operations of the unit. TherE~ 
1o1ere no category II personnel in attachlruants. Personnel left 
:tn /-the 7 Memphi~;; .Naval Air Station were moved to Oxford in t"t-w 
:tncreuents on 2 and 7 October. 46 

Of the Oxford units conwenting on this question of integration of 

troops during racial trembles, the only one that took a flat.ly negative 

attitude, was the 720th Military Police Battalion from Fort Hood, Iex.as, 

its c:Oil:manding officer, Col. Hotaling coomenting: "Taki~g nc~gro /-sic 7 --
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personnel to Oxebrd was ill advi,ed. Their presence created a great 

morale problem ~or the Battalion commander because they could not be 

used as Military Policemen. It is recommer~ed that in any future 
47 

operation of this type the negro personnel remain at ho~ station." 

Redeplo~nt • 
~ 

Washington headquarters initiated planning for 

redeployment ofi the military forces by instructions sent General Howze 

on 2 October. lJnder them his instructions were to "plan for phased 

t'4duction of retgular Army troop strength," the objective being "to retain 

oaly min~ tJoops necessary for the maintenance of order in the Oxford 

atea." In dev~loping his plan he was to <:onsult "Dr. Katzenbach and such 
48 

other official$ of the Justice Department as you consider appropriate." 

President Kennedy, who played an Unportant personal role in the 

Mississippi o~ration, took a direct hand in the troop redeployment in 

the days after the riot. On 3 October, while the troop buildup was still 

in progress, #.he staff briefed him on various matters on which he had 
i) 

to make decis~ons. Prepared for him, among other things, was a sUIIIDary 

of force disptsitions as of that ttme -- 9,827 at Oxford, 6,705 at 

Columbus, and'6,477 at Memphis, 23,009 altogether, which did not include 
! 

the National buardsmen at home stations. Also prepared for him was 

General Howz~plan for a redeployment of the troops then deployed in 

the operation. President Kennedy approved the undertaking of detailed 
# 

planning bas4,d on the Howze proposal, but "with the understanding that 
~ 

movement would not be initiated prior to 1000 hours, Washington ttme, 

8 October 19~2," which would enable the President to make a final 
li 

decision in l:he matter as late as Monday morning, 8 October. Suah a 
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postponement of the decision would guarantee, of course, thc9.t a. 

sufflc:Lent force would be at hand for any developments grow:Lng out 

of the Saturday football game. A further Presidential prov:Lso was 

that the detailed plan should be drawn so that "n,uvements could be 

suspemded at any time after initiation as the President might desire." 

Still another redeployment problem taken up at that time was 

the matter of the possible release of 2,500 Natlonal Guardsmen because 

of danqerous efforts to raise a .sunken chlorine barge in the Missis-

sippi River. Here President Kennedy stood on some ceremony in 

indicating approval in principle of such a release "provided a request 

for release of the Guardsmen, specifically for the barge op•eration, 

was made to him by Governor Barnett~ " 

President Kennedy also indicated he would be prepared on Monday :• 

8 October, to consider releasing all of the Mississippi National 

Guard from Federal control with t:he exception of the two battle 

groups, the 108th Armored Cavalry, and the hospital unit then 

employed in the Oxford area.
49 

In the period immediately following the riot all but approximately 

two dozen marshals, or deputy marshals, were redeployed, almost 400 border 

patrolmen and prison guards leaving in the period of 4-5 October. This 

permitted the dismantling of the tent city in the Holly Springs National 

Forest, for the remaining marshals would be billeted at the~ Un...i. versi ty 

and :in town. In the event of further trouble this large group of marshals 

would not return; instead, the Anny would be used. Upon closing out the 

tent city the 70th Engineer Battalion (Minus) that had built and operated 

it, returned to Fort Campbell on 7 October 105 officers and enlisted men 
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and sixty vehicle$, leaving a small detachment of one officer and two 
50 

Under Genertl Howze's instructions, he was to prepare for the 
' 

c!deployment of troops of the Regular Army, nothing being said about the 

National Guard. 1s the planning went forward, Katzenbach stated several 

ttmes in one conf4rence that there should be an A~y company in Oxford 

indefinitely, but Howze disagreed, believing that Regular A~ troops 
~ 

would give "a vert poor image of the Army." If troops were going to have 

to remain, General Howze believed a National Guard unit should be used. 
~ 

Col. Smith, Howze's acting chief of staff, ~~lieved that National Guardsmen 
~ 

would be perfectlt acceptable to Katzenbach, who, he said, "made no 

differentiation .,.tween" Guardsmen and Regulars. General Wheeler' a 

position at that ~ime was that in redeploying the active Army, the military 

policemen should te the last troops left in Oxford. "I want to get the 

divisions out fir.t," he said, adding: 
; 

I agree wit~ General Howze that leaving an Army company 
in Oxford i.definitely is for the birds. National Guardsmen 
--OK. We 'an get a hard core group ~f transfers, etc, that 
we can keep] there forever. What I am really saying here is 
that this Sfhedule rHowze's proposals"? 7, in my opinion, is 
much fasterlthan the political leadership will ever pe~it, 
so the thint to do is to start scaling down in the Oxford area 
;-by relocating troops in the Memphis or Columbus areas 7 in 
order to establish some sort of confidence here and normalcy 
there that .omething isn•t going to blow up. 51 

In accordan~e with General Wheeler's views respecting a scaling down 

in the Oxford are~ by moving units to the Memphis area or to Columbus 

' pe~ing redeploymtnt to home stations, General Abrams, early MOnday 
;. 

morning, 8 Octobet, requested Howze to explain how he would go about 

it, should such ml>vements be ordered. Also, in accordanre with 
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Gfmeral Wheeler's view that there ws.s "no law that says the NaLtional 

Guard c<an't be used on operational tnissions," Abrams told uow~~e that 

the Department believed the time was1 "approaching when it ~"'ould b4~ 

appropriate and beneficial to make greater use of the Army National 

Guard • • • in the actual operatiom~ pertaining to Oxford and the 

Univers it.y campus. This reintroduction of" Guard units, Abr,Etms 

explained, "should visualize for th4~ future an appropriate • .. • Guard 

unit of a composition to be determined to remain on Federal duty in 
52 

the Oxford area ,over a protracted period of time. • 

By 9 October, however, it was clear that General Wheele.r had no 

fixed views on the. subject of what kind of force to use o,rer the long 

term. "On balance" he did "not believe it in the best intere~sts of th':!. 

Army t'o be saddled with the whole long-term task in the Oxford area." 

At the same time, he was "'not awarE~ of the reliability of thE~ St,a·te Police," 

and he 11d.ght therefore be "more conservative" in his approach than those 

• ~-·persons _7 on the ground and aware of the local attitudes and dangers." 

He knew, of course, that ther.e had to be enough force in Oxford to "guarantee 

the pere1onal safety of Mr. Meredith," and he had come to somE~ conclusions. 

He thc•ught "the residual force" should be a mixed force of R':!.gular Army 

military police and National Guard units all co01manded by a Regular Army 

senior field or general officer. He thought, too, that the ratio of 

Regular to Guard personnel should be one to two. These forces, on the 

total strength of which he had not yet made up his mind, would be supported 
53 

by suitable Regular Army administrative and support e.lements. 

General Howze's recommendations, which provided for the phased return 

of the Regular Army units to home stations over the brief span of five days, 
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went to the c4n~inental Ar.my Command on 3 October for planning, which 

the Department directed the following day. The plan was to provide ,, 
~ 

that ~day mi.ht be Monday, 8 October, or. any day thereafter. H-hour 

was not to be! earlier than 1400Z (eight c)' clock in the mornina, CST) • 

and the execu~ion of each day's redeplo~nent was subject to clearance 

by the Depart~nt. (R-day and R-hour, the tUne redeployment actually 
~ 

would commenc~, was finally used, while H-hour was used by the Air Force 

for position~g its planes.) Finally, the plan was to be so drawn that 

its operatioq could be suspended at any time. 

On 6 O~tober, the CONARC transmitted the resulting plan, which, 

as General Hqwze had recommended, provided for return of the Regular Army 

troops to thtlif home stations over a period of five days. The Jackson 

football g~s having gone off without any trouble; there having been no 

reaction to th~ reintegration of the Negro troops (which Wheeler thoutht 

was the x-fa~tor in the equation), and Meredith having returned safely 
I 

to the Univefsity shortly before six o'clock Sunday even~ng, OXford tt.e, 
\ 

from a weeke~d away from the campus, the Department later that even~nc set 

the followiqk day, Monday, 8 October, as R-day, in accordance with the 
;54 

CONARC plan.j 

The i~itial units departed from Oxford by air p~omptly at eight 

o'clock Mon4ay morning, Oxford time, as scheduled. Among the units 

redeployingjtllat day were the 1st Battle Group, 502d Airborne Infantry 

Regiment; t~,2d Battle Group, 50lst Airborne Infantry Regtment; the 1st 

Battle Groot, 1st Infantry Regiment; and several miscellaneous suppott 

units, withran aggregate strength of somewhat less than 6,000. Also 

redeployed pt that time was the 26th Aviation Squadron of the u.s. 
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Marine Corps. Redeployments on R·-plus·-1 and R-plus-2, Tuesday and 

Wednesdlay, 9 and 10 Octo•ber, proc•aeded largely ets planned, and on 

the latter day General Billings lej!l resumed coomand of the Oxford forces 

in plac.e of General Howze. On th•~ following day, R-plus-3, the Department 

infot'lmed General Billingslea's headquarters that there would be no 

redeployment of Regular Army forcE~s that day, and, indeed, ther•e were no 
55 

more :significant redeployments until Friday, 19 October. 

~leanwhile~, on 9 October, looking toward the further r•::deployments 

of th1e ne.xt day, General Wheeler reminded General Howze that th,ey were 

now accomplishing their "first objec·tive of restoring to ready STRAC status 

at h01:ne stations the two airborne divi:sions" and General Howze•1s own 

headquarters. Those red,eployment~l, together with the release of thirty 

percent of the Mississippi National Guard for hardship and c.ompaBs ionate 

reasons, General Wheeler said, no\ol brought the Army uto the problem of 

determining military posture in Mississippi for the long term." He tlt\en 

spoke of the possibility of a mixe~d Regular and Guard fo:rcel, as has been 
56 

seen; however~ this W1::>uld be a problem that General Billings lea would 

have to face. In the me.antime, there "rere several problems respecting 

the National Guard, besides that c~f dec.iding about the use <>f Guardsmen 

at Oxford, that pressed for attention. 

Many Guardsmen who had been calle.d had pressing personal c>bjections, 

for they were, variously, "junior college and high school tE~achE~rs and 

college students, as well as •.• key personnel of many small businesses 

••• farmers, doctors, lawyers and other professional men," as Senator 

Stenn:ls pointed out in a telegram to Ge:neral Wheeler on ~5 Oc:tobE"r· 

"Great personal inconveniences and hardships are being endured n.ot on:Ly 
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by the individ,aJs themselves but by entire cOIIIDUnities," he added. 

lte thought thef ought to be released at once, and that, for that matter, 

the troops in the Oxford area ought to be reduced in number for they 

~re many more~than "could possibly be needed." The whole situation was 

"deplorable ... ;Representative Arthur Winstead sent Wheeler and the 

PJ"es ident simiJar messages on 8 October, joining with the people of his 

state "in bitt+r protest" and calling upon him "to release these men 
st 

~diately." , 

Aware of 1the problem before hearing from Senator Stennis and 

~presentative;w~nstead, however, the Army laid it down on 4 October that 
' ~ 

effective the text day all members of the Mississippi Army and Air 

National Guardt excepting those units employed in the Oxford area the 

1st Battle Gropp,, 155th Infantry Regiment (less two companies and the 

platoon of ano~ber company), the 2d Battle Group, 155th Infantry, the 

108th Armored ~avalry Regtment (to which Gapt. Falkner's Troop E belonged), . . 

and the 134th tfedical Hospital, would "be authorized to pursue their noftUll 
~ 

vocations," prpvided they kept their units informed constantly of t~ir 

~hereabouts. ~hen, on 9 October, the Department laid it down that certain 
,, 

categories of Guardsmen would be released effective midnight, 10 October. 
~ 

tncluded were ~eachers, students, and those who could be released becau.e 

of personal h~dship, community hardship, critical occupations, and seaaonal 
58! 

employment. 

At leas~ ~ early as 1 October the Oxford staff officers in the 

tentagon had ~~rned from the Chief of Engineers that pressure might be 

exerted to reijaase National Guardsmen for civil defense operations in tbe 
~ 
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Natche:~ area where the Corps of E:ngineers had responsibility for 

raising, as a dangerous threat to the surrounding populaticm, flome 

1,100 1l:ons of liquid chlorine in four tanks from a barge that had sunk 

in the Mississippi River eighteen months before. The result was that 

in the next few days this matter required considerable atte.ntion and 

result~~d, after an official request from the State of Missi.:ssippi, in 

the rellease of a number of Guard units -- about 3, 500 men -.. - ae1 of 

midnight, Oxford time, S October. Included, at the express request of 

the State of Mississippi, were two companies and a platoon fr0111 another 

company of the 1st Battle Group, lSSth Infantry Regil!llent, 'l<l•hich was on 

duty in the Oxford area, because its men came from the vicinity of the 

salva•gE~ operation. 

As of midnight, 9 October 1962, the Department of the Army released 

over 3 1,000 additional Army National Guardsmen, together with slightly 

more than 1,000 Air National Guardsmen, leaving on duty the 1st Battle 

Group, 155th Infantry Re.giment (Minus), the 2d Battle Group, 155th 

Infantry, and the 108th Armored Cavalry Regiment, the three principal. 

units that had been ordered to th1e Oxford area on 30 September. These 

three units were reduced the foll,owing day by the release of teachers, 
59 

students, and other spec.ial class1es. 

As in the case of the Arkan:sas National Guard called up for the. 
60 

Little Rock operation, there was difficulty process in.g the Guard 

because: of the haste with which i·t was called into Federal Be.rvice and 

the alDlost equal haste with which much of it was released. The problem 

of physical examinations, was perhaps especially trouble.some. What it 
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came down to in aen~al was that if the units themselves could not 
~ 

compte•e their own ~ocessing prior to release, the processing was to 

"be accomplished as kxpeditiously as possibly subsequent to release 
61 

date ... 

The Departmen~'s planning objective for 10 October was to deploy 

from Mississippi an~ tennessee the Headquarters of General Howze's 

XVIII Airborne Corp$, the remainder of the 82d and lOlst Airborne 

Divisions, the 503d kilitary Police Battalion (which had been the first 

Regulat: Army unit aU, the riot), and appropriate elements of Marine and 
~ 

Army aviation. Und$- this plan, which would re.place General Howze with 

General Billings lea ~as the commanding general 01f the ope rational forces in 

Mississippi, there ~ould be left, basically, the Headquarters of Billingslea's 

2d Infantry Divisio~; the 2d Battle Group, 23d Infantry Reg~nt; the 716th 

and 720th Military dolice Battalions (with attachments); the 1st Battle 

Group, l55th Infanttpr (Minus); the 2d Battle Group, lSSth Infantry; the 

lOBth Armored Caval~ Regiment (minus three tank companies that were never 

in Oxford); some Ma4ine and ArmY aviation elements; and other support 
l 

units. When the A~ carried this plan out on schedule, there remained 
:j 

in the Oxford area 4bout 2,600 Regular Army and 2,600 National Guardsmen, 
62 

soon to be decrease4 by about 400 -- still a sizeable force. As a 

matter of fact, theqe was criticism of what se~~d to some persons the 

deplo~nt of an un~cessarily large number of troops to accomplish the 

task at hand. 

fuestion of pterreaction. -- As the Offic~ of the Chief of 

Infodllltion put it .uccinctly, "a decision was reached shortly after 
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Army unj.ts began arriving at Oxford to make no public announeement 

locally of the large number of units being ordered into the area." 

The OCINFO established a press office in the Armory on Monday morning 

where "the members of the press were given assistance," and then found 

that the large number of reporters "remained a pcoblem throughout the 

day." lirhen General Howze arrived to take command Monday aft,~rnoon, the 

Army announced his arrival to the press, but "he directed that local 

announce:ment as units arrived b.e discontinued and that • • • in response 

to que.ries" no Btrength figures should be releasE~d, but only unit 

designations. Both the Departments of the Army and of Defenl3e approved 
63 

this po:Licy. 

One cannot say from the record wh·ether General Howze's refusal to 

publish strength figures was simply a standard operating pro,:::edure or 

whethe:r he was concerned with public reaction to the numbers of troops 

deployed. There was conc:ern in Washington, however, which rcasulted very 

quickly, on the morning of 2 October, in instructions to Hovtze to 

stabil i:~e troop strength in the Oxford area "at not to exceed 10, 000." 

He was to hold the remainder of the deployed troops "in the vicinity of 

Memphis NAS or Columbus AFB." The Chief of Staff thought Ge::neral How~~e 

could "a.ccomplish the desired stabilization in an orderly faushicm in about 

12 hour:3." He could rotate his troops as desired, while mai.:ntaining the 

10,000-!nan level in the Oxford area, but he was to keep Fede.ralized 

Missu1s ippi National Guard troops "in the Oxford area at all timee, to 

include any periods when • • . wit.hdrawn from operations for rest." 

If, fc)r operational reasons, General Howze found it necessary "to deviate 
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from the ceiling est.blished for the Oxford area," he was to recOIIIDBnd 
64 

the change to Genera~ Wheeler~rior to initiating troop movements." 

In explaining these instructions to General Howze over the telephone 

a:-1 hour or so beforehe confirmed them, General Wheeler observed that he 

thought 

the possibilit~es of anything blowing up are not very great. 
I haven't founp anybody that disagrees with that. One thing 
I know trigge~d this restriction this morning ;-: 7 our 
people for go~ reasons don't want to show any continuing 
buildup in th~ OXford area. we were asked what the buildup 
had reached a~ the figure of 10,000 was acceptable. Anything 
greater than ~at was not •••• I have one further thing. 
the desire w~ expressed ••• not to turn the campus into an 
armed campus • 

On the latter point~ Wheeler explained that Howze should keep directly 

on the campus only ~hose men engaged in some ne~cessary activity -­

guarding the entrandes, maintaining patrols, and so on; otherwise, 
~ 

as when they were o~f duty, for example" the soldiers should be kept away 
65, 

from t}1.e campus. 

There was mor~ than one reasoo why Washington and the Army wanted 

to redeploy the tro~ps assigned to the Oxford clperation as soon as 

possible. As has been seen, most of them were redeployed within a 
" •l 

relatively short t~, but despite this, and despite such other 

precautions as thost just mentioned, there was sharp criticism of the 

deploy,ment and troop buildup. Washington authorities justified it, 

however, on the gropnds that given the circumstances they could not 

know how bad the situation would become and therefore had to be prepared 
66 

for the worst. 

Change of C~d. -- With the scheduled redeployment of General Howze's 

headq~arters, his ~n tour in Oxford came to an end. In passing command of 
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the MissiEISippi forces to General Billingslea, Howze spoke welll of both 

his succ.ee1sor and of the Army. Ther~a had bmm, he said, no serious disorder 

s i.nce M(llnday, l October 1 which was "due in very lS~rge measure to the 

exceptionally effective pet·formance of duty by t:cc .. ,ps undet· COllllland of 

General Billingslea prior to my arrival." 'l'o t.h:h>. he added: 

The Army at this time enjoys a ra;,narkably good rep1~tati.on 
in and about the town of Oxford and The Univ(~rsity of: Mi.:ssis1sippi.. 
The1:e is a mountain of evidenc.e to support this. Credit is due 
the trooper whose soldierly appearance, discipline, courtesy and 
for~~bearance has earned him the liking and respect of lctcal citizens 
und~ar sometimes very trying circmastances. 67 

Gen·eral Howze~ thought that the: forc.e to ~vhich the. Ar~ny c1ught to phase 

down at Oxford should consist of the. second squadron of the 1(,8th Armored 

c.~valry, which, l\'it:h the authorized removal of thirty percent of :L1:s 

strength, would approximat'e 290 men,. including Oxford's Troop E, Jp1us one 

c·ompany (150 men) of the 720th t1ilitary Police Battalion. Suc.h a 2orce., 

he said, would meet the desired rat:lo of two to one. For its command hie 

suggest•ed a colonel to be nominated by the. Third .A.rmy or the Department· in 

WashingtOtn. Deputy Attorney General Kat:z:enbach, he said, com!urred in such 

a force a.nd in General Billings lea 1 s phasing down to it by the~ following 

Saturday, provided the University took prompt disciplinary action. 

At eight o'clock on Wednesday morning, 10 October, Oxfo1::-d time, 

General Howze passed collilland of the Oxford forces to General Billingslea, 
68 

l<Jho again assumed coamand responsibility in Mississippi. 
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Latter m.sg downgraded to J:OUO; then do~graded to UNCU.S becaus'e of 
publication. See DA 941541,. 18/2050Z Oct 1963. 

9. XVIII Abn Corps Coumand Report, 6 Dec 1962, p. 2; 2d Inf Div 
Coomand Re]:>Ort for Period Ol/2100Z Oct 1962, 31 Oct 1962, ibid., Inc1 1, 
p. 2; draf1~ msg, CSA to How~~e, 02/1114 /-Oct 1962 7, Chron File~, 1-·4 
Oct 1962, ~rab 18a; and XVIII Abn Corps SitRep No.-2 (01/1700S -· 02/1700S). 

10. XVIII Abn Corps Command Report~ 6 Dec 1962, pp. 7-8; /-G .. R. 
ThC1mpson _ _7 £P• cit., pp. 5-6; OCSigO Af~er-Action Report on the -Oxford, 
Mississippi Operation rinitia1 Report 71 various Emtries, pp. 2, B, 10-ll; 
OCSigO Afte.r-Action Report on the Oxford Mississippi Operation, 14 Sep -
31 Oct 196:2, pp. 2-3·; transcri_£ts of Wheeler-Parker telecon andl of related 
telecons,. 02/1215 - 1225 Oct I 1962 /', in file on Memoranda of Conversations 
(SE~p 1962 ·• ); msg, CGuSCONARG, to RUCAC/CGUSATHREE, and others, 
02/0640Z 01!t 1962 (DAIN 791L~22); msg, in penciled draft, Parker to Howze, 
marked "Priority I .Also Sent iufo to CG CONARC" and identified as "Item 22, 
01/1908Z ,, " which must surely have been 02/1908Z /-Oct 1962 7, tn fHe on 
Signal Cc)lllnunications; msg, CG XVIII Abn --Corps to DA, 02/1345 /,-CST? 7 
(Howze to :Parker, re.ading "reference Your Item 22 please inforni Wheeier 
we did not repeat not reque~1t enormous lift signal equipment"); and (FOUO) 
msg, DA to CGUSCONAR.C, 02/2:~47Z Oct 1962 (DA 310336). The S igna1 Co~ps 
retained r1~sponsibility for signal ccmmunications in Oxford as long as 
the Army r1~mained there. For additicmal information on those c~Oil1lllmications, 
seE~ the mi::~c docs in file on Signal GolllllUn.ications, but also tbe monthly 
OCSigO 0Jcford after-·action reports, the final one of which was datE~d 19 
Aug 1963 .. 

11. (S) Msg, DA (by Parker) to CGUSCONARC (for Buchanan), Ol/U38Z 
Oct 1962 (J)A 919749); IJISg, DA to AbrBI1IIS, Ol/1936Z Oct 1962, whc, wa~1 to 
pa.<Js it to Daniel (DA 91975:7); and 2dl Inf Div Command Report,~~ De<! 1962, 
Tab A, p .. 6. 

12. AWR Journal, entries for 01/0845, 01/1200, 01/1758 /"all EDT 7 
Oct 1962; (C) ~d Army (Rear) Logistic Report rNo. 1 7 as of 0~!/2100Z -
Oct 1962);~ibid., No. 10 (F:i.n§ll Report, 14/00I2z Oct-1962), ad,,·.cy 
ha,Ting ~~en -seiit DCSLOG~ AQC, at 13/0l.32Z Oct 1962, giving the time <>f 
the closing out of 3!} Army (Rear) at the MNAS as 13/1400E {.-siq..J Oct 
1962; msg, DA (by DCSOPS) to CGUSCONARC, 09/1509Z Oct 1962 (DA 318874); 
DA SitR.eJP No. ).9-62 (as of 09/1800 Oct 1962), par 4; (C) ms&, GGUS.4U'HREE 
to CGUSCON~C, 14/1849Z Oct 1962 (DAIN 276373); and USAFOX SitRep No. 
50 (22/l~~ooz - 23/0lOOZ oct 1962),. 
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13. XVIIf Abn Corps Command Report, 6 Dec 1962, pp. 5, 6; and 
Ext··· ract from th~" An. nual Repo~t of Medical Service Activities, Third 
Artny rt963? 7 uapag), provLded by the OTSG. For strength figures on 
un!ts-controT1e by the 3d A~, as of 10 Oct 1962 (290 at Memphis and 
70:1 at Oxford),jS~ memos for the red (by Branch), both 10 Oct 1962, in 
ChJ"on File, 1Q-J1 Oct 1962, Tabs 19 and 23, respectively. 

~ 

14. Co~~Fact Pa~r, p. 3.2 (11 Jan 1963); XVIII Abn Corps Coamaad 
Report, 6 Dec 6,, p. ~and 2d Inf Di~ C<xmnand_Report, 31 Oct 1962, J~tr·• 
Incl 1, pp. 4 ~d 5. Also see 2d Inf DLv Goumand Report, 3 Dec 1962, a • 
A,•.· p. 8, and th 1. ogistical sections of the monthly command reports of ·-
the U.S. A~ ord prepared for the period 20 Oct 1962 to July 1963. 
Nope for the mo th of July 1963 (to 25 Jul) is in the files and probably· 
was ever prepartd~ See additionally the following 3d Army files, pass~~ 
HI¥ sages Sent b)' ~d Army; Messages Sent by 3d Army (Rear) -- General; · 
aQd Messages Sept. by 3d Army (Rear) -- Logistics Reports ~1-10_7. 

15. (C) g, DA (DCSPER) to CGUSATHREE, 04/006Z Oct 1962 
QQl 919869); ms ,' DA (DCSPER,ACTCOM) to CGUSCONARC, 4 Oct ;-04/1720Z 7 
1~62; msg, id tb idem, 04/2008Z Oct 1962 (DA 318542); mag, OPO DA-
(~PPMP) to ~c, 05/2103Z Oct 1962 (DA 318678); Extract from the 
A4nual Report ~dical Service Activities THIRD ARMY /-1963? 7, in 
tlle on 3d A ~ical Serv~ce, Oxford; /-welchJ, op.-cit., p. 3; and 
AlfR Journal en i Ln Chron FL1e, 1-4 Oct !962, .Tab 20. On physical 
ellaminationa ( ilch physical "inspections" apparently equalled only for 
tile sake of t • t1ecord), note Abrams' remark on the morning of 6 Oct 1961 
tiJat "General .· an called ;-Miss. Adj Gen 7 Wilson's office and told 
tltem these peo d r certain GUardsmen 7 would be off the Federal payroll' 
a~ midnight las ~Ight; but it wasn't-necessary to have a physical · 
e~amination." . o for red rof discussion in AWR 7, 06/0800-0900 Oct 
lt62, in file ~randa of Conversations (Sep 1J62 - ). 

16. Me~ for red (by Schlotzhauer), sub: Call from Gen Howze, 
03/1250 Oct 196112, Chron File, 1-4 Oct 1962, Tab 30. 

! ' 

17. Int,1ligence Log, entry R-2000/ACSI 2050. 

18. Ibi ., entries for 02/0410, 02/0700, 02/1135, 02/1330, 03/16SJ, 
0)/2245, 04 5, 04/1100, 04/1930 -- Oct 1962; XVIII Abn Corps SitRep 
N •• 24 (09/010 - 0700Z Oct 1962), cy in Chron File, 7-9 Oct 1962, Tab : 
88; and Vander t;"gh, op. cit., p. 41. 

i 
19. MBm4 ~or red (by Carns), 3 Oct 1962, Chron File, 1-4 Oct 

lf62, Tab 30a; l .. d Mcth.-era ... ;-Howze?_7 telecon, ~4 Oct l962J, in 
flle on Memora~a of Conversatio~s (Sep 1962 - ). 

20. ....J ~or red (Wheeler - Abrams conversation), 04/0800 1962, -
fpe ibid.; st4t.-nt by .DOD, 4 Oct 1962, which went out to the press, ·• 
c•ron-prfe, 1-4 Oct 1962, Tab 57; memo for red (by Abrams), sub: Scheduling 
F~otball G&~~e, ~Oct 1962, ibid., Tab 61; and memo for red (by Abr&m~), 
4 Oct 1962, in ~file on Memoranda -- General (4 Oct). 
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21. Memo for red (by McGuir1e), 5 Oct 1962v Chron F'ile., 4-6 Oct 
1962, Tab 75. 

2~~. (S) Msg, CSA to CG XVIII Abn Corps, 05/2358Z /oct 1962 7, 
Item 19, cy_ibid., Tab 78; (S) msg, AWR to idem, 06/0431Z, c~r in file on 
Memoranda --"Gerieral (6 Oct); memo1!1 for rcd-n;y Adcock), 5 and 6 Oct 1962, 
Chron FUe, 4-6 Oct 1962, Tabs 73-74 and 79; _memo for red. (by McDaniel), 
6 Oct 1962, ibid, Tab 82; Special Report to White House SitR.Ell (by Abrams), 
n.d., ibid.,~ 83; note.s dictated by Wheeler I 06/1245 roct 1962 7 for 
incorp'Oi:at'ion in msg to Howze and in SitRep to White HOuse, :i.bid., -Tab 87; 
and memo for red (by Davi.s), 6 Oct 1962, ~·, Tab 90. ·-· 

2~1. Memo for red (by Orr), 6 Oct 1962, ibid., Tab 86; tel msg, 
Fisher, G2, XVIII Abn Corps, to ~~~WR? 7, 06/1'320 r Oct l. 962 7, taken 
by Orr, ibid.' Tab 89; memo for red (by Orr)' sub: -Periodic Inte.lligence 
Report, 6 Oct 1962, ibid., Tab 93; another memo by Orr, same date, ibid., 
Tab 97; memo for rcd'""'(i)y Jung), 6 Oct 1962, ibid., Tab 98; XVIII Abn-­
Corps S iLtRep No. 15, 06/l837Z roct 1962 7, cy ibid., Tab 99; and memos 
for rc:d (by Rundquist), 6 Oct !962, ~~7 7 'fabs-Ws and 108. 

2L~. See (C) DA Sit:Rep No. 9-62 (04/0600 - 1800 EDT Oct 1962); 
(S) ibid., No. 10-62 (04/1800 - 05/0500 EDT Oct 1962); (C) ibid., No. 
11-621<15/0500- 1800_0ct. 1962); and (C) ibid., No. 12-62 ('CI~msoo-
06/0500 EDT, Oct 196 2) • --

25. When he was about to leave Oxford, Hol..,ze observed that lvhile 
he didl not want to "split. hairs," he had to "point out that to guarantee 
repeat. guarantee rthe 7 personal safety of Mr. Meredith would require 
extrac,rdinary meaS'ures-nc1t now being enforced. For example, it would 
be possible for a crackpot to secr,ete himself in a building" that no 
troops: occupied -- "and with a rifle shoot Meredith." Msg, GG XVIII 
Abn Cc1rps to AWR, 10/0302Z /-Oct 1962J; and (S) msg, CG XVIII Abn Corps 
to DA (DCSOPS for Fisher), 'lJ2/0l45:Z !_'fJct 1962..;;.7. 

26. For ·the SOP of the Alert Platoon, see Hqs USAFOX dire.ctive by 
that title, 27 Jan 1963, in file on Security Arrangements, Oxford. For 
an inc:ident involving the Alert Platoon and the National Guard, see 
Falkne~r Statement, p. 12. 

2?. See (C) DA Sit~Rep No. 9-62 (04/0600 -· 1800 ED1' Oct 19162) on 
the int~~lligence agents; and (C) msg, DA (DCSOPS) to COUSAOX /-hereafter 
regularly USAFOX 7, 14/0613Z ~ay 1963, DA_ 928000, on the security arrangements 
as the~y were in mid-May 1.963. In the early week.-, a guard wa.1s also wounded 
at Gera1rd Hall, which was alongside Baxter Hall .. 

219. Memo, U.S. Federal Marshal Activities rat Oxford, Miss. 7~ 
17 Oct 1962, in file on Security Arrangements, Oxford; and t:b.e following 
note. 
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2 9. For aq account of how "The Peanut. Patrol" got its name, 
see the paper byjthat title by Capt. Robert D. Masters, USAFOX IO, 
13 4pr 1963, in 4i~e on Security Arrangements, Oxford. On the aisaion, 
comfosition, andao'[)erational procedures of the Peanut Patrol, see Hqs 
USAfQX, Memo No. i5 1 SOP for Special Security Patrol (Peanut Patrol), 
18 *ov 1962, andltbe map showing how, for example, tbe jeep positions 
chaeged to cover~redith's attendance at Fulton Chapel-- both filed ibi~, 

30. Co • ~F$ct Paper, p. 5.4 (rev. 23 Apr 1963); and notes on (S) 
unp.blished raw r~scr~pt of Report of Pro~~edings Held before Committee 
on •rmed Service . Briefing on Department of Defense Programs for Fiscal 
Year 1964, Feb. ,7; 1963. Cf. Hqs USAFOX, Special Orders for the 
OXf~rd-Universit~ Area Patrol (Temporary), 21 Jan 1963, which were 
probably special \instructions to cover end-c>f-~emester contingencies. 

31. See tie following msgs, all from DA (by Powell for DCSOPS) 
to (:OUSAFOX: (C), 14/0613Z May 1963 (DA 928000), (C) 15/1847Z May 1963 
(DA 928074), 10/f3J7Z June 1963 (DA. 340730).. _Fot" more detailed infor.ti.tll 
on Oxford security arrangements,_see docs, pass~, in the file on 
Withdrawal of TrtOfS from Oxford, 1963; and in Vanderburgh, op. cit., 
pp. 43-44, as we 1 as the files containing mags sent by the various CG's 
and_ CO's at Oxfofd. On the withdrawal of the Avmy from Oxford, see last 
chap, below. ~ 

32. See cf of "instructions ••• prt~pared by C/S personally and 
han(led to DCSOPSlat 011535Z /-Oct 1962 7," :in gathering of docs marked 

! - -"Col> ... ies of Memos t_:o.; r Record & Orders Referet1ce Use of Colored Soldiers 
Oxford Area," Si~u~d Rundquist, in file on l~moranda -- General (9 Oct). 

33. Telegh' Williams to vance, 01/4:35 p.m., EDT, Oct 1962 
(D~. N 791207). . tord objections to Negroes on the water detail are 
qent:ioned in DA , itRep No. 85-62 (as of 29/0800, EDT, Nov 1962) • 

34. (Fouop White House Fact Sheet, Abrams to CSA ;-wheeler 7, 
sub: Utilizationlof Negro Military Personnel in Miss., 10 Oct 196~, 
par 3, w/7 inclst in Chron File, 10-11 Oct 1962, Tab 13. 

l~ 

35. Memo ~or red (by Abrams), 4 Oct 1962, with Abrams' initialed 
not at ions on the~~ Secretary's and C/S 's response, in file on Memoranda -
Geqeral (4 Oct); (~) msg, DA (by Abrams) to CG XVIII Abn Corps, 04/1948Z, 
ye~low tissue oyl Qf reply with dispatch_t~ penciled in, Chron File, 
4-5 Oct 1962, Tap 4. 

36. ;-Tel~con? 7, AWR with Howze, 05/0100 Oct 1962, ibid., 
Tab 35; and-~ ~or red (by Hall), 05/0755 Oct 1962, ~., Tab 48. 

' 

37. (FOO~ t.lhite H~use- Fact Sheet, Abrams to CSA /Wheeler 7, 10 
Oct 1962, pars ~8 and Incls 3 (cy of msg, CG XVIII Abn Corps to -
C~nders All tJttits Participating in Operation RAPID ROAD, ro6/1200 1 CS't, 
Oct 1962 7) and ~ (memo on CBS motion picture/teleyision films of OXford). 
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3€1. "Meredith Statement," The Ne~o~ York Times, W Oct 1962, p. 32. 
_. .... N~ 

39. Memo for red (by Shive), sub: Numbers of Colored ':rroops 
Returned to Regular Duty.(U), 9 Oct 1962, Chr·on t<ile, 7-9 oc·t: 1962, 
Tab 101; and unsigned mem9 for red, 9 Oct 1962 in file on Me.lm\oranda •·· 
General (9 Oct). 

41. Msg 1, Howze to Wheeler, undated cy with memo, Abr.ams to Wheeler, 
10 Oct 1962, Incl 7, Chron File, 10-11 Oct 1962, Tab 13. S·e~e also Howze's 
coiiinent on his "becoming daily more impressed by the depth and strength" 
of the Mississippians' "'convictions re.s_Eecting the state:'s 13oci.al order, tt 
in his msg to AWR, 10/0302Z roct 1962 7, cy in file ibid., Tab 2. 
According toWhee1er, Howze's response-satisfied the Preaid·ent. Memo for 
red (by Abrams), sub: Integratwn of Negro Military Personnel in Units in 
the Oxford Area, 10 Oct 1962, ibid., 'I'ab 15; and Notes ·-- General Wheeler's 
Visit to the War Room 11/0755 O'Ci:-1962:, p. 5, a ·transcript of a discussion, 
cy in file on Memoranda of Conversations {sep 1962 - ;7). 

42. XVIII Abn Corps Command Report, 6 De.c 1962, p. J.O. 

43. 82d Abn Div After-Action Report, 2 Nov 1962, ~~·, Incl 2, p. 4. 

44. C00111enting upon support activiti.est the lOlst reported that 
"initially the laundry ahd bath facilities were inadequate:. Improvised 
shcn11ers had to be installed to c:ope with the problem of showet;s for 
Negro personnel." See 101st Abn Div Command Report, 17 Nov 1962, ~-, 
Inc1 3, pp. 4 and 5. 

45. 2d Inf Div Command Report:, 3 Dec 1962, Tab .A, pp. 6, 10. 

46. 716th MP BnL COIIIlland Reportr 9 Nov 1962, ibid., Tab I, p. 9, 
The~ Army evidently stUl referred to its Negro sold1.ers au "Category II 
pers c>nne 1 • " 

47. 
p. 3. 

72Cith MP Bn After-Action Report, 31 Dec 1962, ~~d., Tab J, 

48. (C) Msg, Wheeler to Howzel, 02/2327Z I Oct 196:~ 7, draft 
approved by_Parker and bearing cjispatch time penci.led in Chr,on File, 
1-4 Oct 1962, Tab 39. 

49. (S) SUIII.Dary sheet prepared by McDaniel and signed by Parker, 
ODCSOPS, sub: _Material Presented to the President on 3 Oc::t 1.962, j.ncl 
(S) memo, Vance, Sec/A, to Sec/D r3 Oct 1962 7, w/3 inc.ls, Chron File, 
1·-4 Oct 1962, Tab 49.. An unclassified draft of Vance's 1t11emc, is in the 
f:i.l<e on Memoranda -- General (3 Oct). 
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SO. (C) 3~ Army (Rear), Logistic Report No. 3 (03/2400Z -
04/.·2400Z Oct 196~)>_05/?001 Oct.1962, cy in Chron File, 4-6 Oct 
1962, Tab 40 (OAiN 273421); CG XVIII Abn Corps to AWR, 05/0SlOZ 
/oct 1962 7, cyl. ibid., Tab 49; memo for red (McDaniel), 5 Oct 1962, 
Ib~., Tab-66; atmo for red (by Schlotzhauer), sub: Inactivation of 
Tetft Camp, 5 Oct! 1962, ibid., Tab 69; and D.A.SitReps (C) No. 12-62 
(05/1800 - 06/0~0, EDT:-Get 1962) and (C) No. 15-62 (07/0500 -
07/1800 Oct 1962p. 

'i 

51. Memo ~or red (by Leonard), sub: Call from Col. Smith, XVIII 
Ab~ Corps, 07/2~0 Oct 1962, in file on Memoranda-- General (8 Oct);_ 
Wheeler - Parke~- Schlotzhauer conversation, ;-7-8? Oct 1962 7, in. 
file on Memoran4a of Conversations (Sep 1962 -- ), and-memo 
foi red (by Abr~), sub: Telecon, ~AWR? 7 with Col Smith, Acting 
Cb~ef of Staff, ix:VIII Abn Corps, about 0871055, EDT, Oct 1962, pp. 1, 
4, in file ibidJ .____ ~: 

52. (C) lfsg, DA (by Abrams) for DCSOPS), 08/1438Z Oct 1962 (DA 
919974), cy in qnron File, Z.-9 Oct 1962, Tab ~2; and Wheeler-Parket'­
Schlotzhauer coqversation I 7-8? Oct 1962 7, in file on Memoranda of 
Cotlversations (~ep 1962 - - ) • -

- ~ 

2, 

53. (C) tfsg, DA (by CSA) to CG XVIII Abn Corps, 09/2141Z {DA 920055). 

54. See transcript of Whee1er-AbrWNI-Schlotzhauer conversation, 
07(0920 Oct 196l, pp. 1 and 2, in file on Memoranda of Conversations 
(Sep 1962 - ~ ) ; DA SitRep No. 15-62 '(as of 07/1800 Oct 1962); 
anp msg, CGUSCOIJAaC to CG XVIII Abn Corps. ~md others, 08/0130Z Oct 1962 
(DI\IN 793418). .. 

55. On rtdeployment in general, see ;-J. P. Welch 7, (C) Operation 
R.Af.>ID ROAD, a dtaft chapter from the USCONARC Annual Historical SUIIIDary 
fot-.. FY 1963, pp~ 10-14, in file on General Accounts (Statistical SUIIIIlariet, 
Et~.). For coples of some of the documents cited iu Welch's account, 
tqgether wi:h spme additional ones, including operational plans and ~r~ers, 
s~ Chron F~le,;,4-6 Oct 1962, Tabs 42, (C) 55, (C) 56, and (S) 103; ~b~d., 
7-9 Oct 1962, T~bs 37, 38, (C) 39 (CONAaC OPORD_4-62), (C) ~O_(CONAR~ 
~.62), 61, 62, f31. and 88 (EJ$:ecutiou. Order for R+l). See also DA SitReps. 
for the days coitcerned. ~ 

56. See ~C) msg, CSA to CG XVIII Abn Corps, 9 Oct 1962 (DA 920055), 
cy in Chron Fi~, 7-9 Oct 1962, Tab 9e; and this chap at n. 52, above. 

, 57. Tel~, Stennis to Wheeler, 5/3:24 PM, Oct 1962 (DAIN 792880); 
t~leg, Wimstea~ ~Winstead 7 to Wheeler, 8/3:13 PM Oct 1962 (DAIN 793580); 
a~d Winstead t~ !he President, 8/6:02 p.m. Oct 1962. See alao, e.g., 
M+rris CUnning~BII, "Interruption.of Education of Guardsmen Stirs Jl'rotest 1 " 

Tlf-e Coamerc ial rral (Memphis), 9 Oct 1962. 
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5<8. Msg, DA to CG XVIII Abn Gorpa, 04/2334Z Oct 1962 (IJ!A 318597); 
msg, NG:B and others, to TAG, Miss., 04/2~151Z Oct 1962 (DA 31SCi00); White 
House .spot Report (by McGuire) 1 sub:: Nati.onal Guard Status, 09'/1815 Oct 
.1962, Chron File, 1-9 Oct 1962, Tab 91; ibid. • lO-ll Oc.t 1962:, Tabs 18 
and 20; DA SitRep No. 19-62 (as of: 09/18'lm'Oct 1962); (C) :Lbidl., No. 22-62 
(as of ll/0500 Oct 1962); an4 msg, I>A (by CSA) to CG XVI:ni:Si~; Corps, 
Q9/1715:z Oct 1962 (DA 318895). See aleo mag, CG XVIII J;.bn Co1c·ps to CG 
2d Inf IDiv (Zen), 04/2207Z /.oct 19e)2 7, cy in Chron.FUe, 4-~~~ Oct 1962, 
Tab 34, r·e granting of travel passe1; to .~~G to taka care of urgent personal 
business -w:i.thin ce1rtain limits. On the :H>% l:IJmitaltion and th•=~ less than 
TOE str,ength of the 108th ACR, see 1nsg, CG 2d Inf r;>iv to AWR, 13/1655Z 
Oct 1962 (DAIN 795683). 

59. For orders releasing the Guardsmen for the t:h1orine-barge 
salvage c•peration, see mag;, DA (by GSA) to CG XVIII Abn Corps and others, 
04/2334Z Oct 1962 (DA 318598); D.A (by Se~~/.A) to Barnett, 04/lSllZ Oct 1962 
(DA 318501); and m:sg, DA (by CSA) to CGUSCONA..~C and others, 04/1748Z Oct 1962 
(DA31851~;). Also see trau.script. of telecon~ Parker-Billingsl~e~a, 2 Oct 1962, 
in file em Memoranda of Conversations (Sep 1962 - ); "U.S. Reduces 
Mlississippi.'s Active Guard," The Wa:ehinrrton Post Til.nes Uerald, 5 Oct 1962, 
p. AlO; the Chron File,, 1-4 Oct"'"I'%'2;-Tabs 3!~, 34-35, ~ 53-54, 59, 
64-66, 69; ibid., ·4-6 Oct 1962, Tabs 8 and 11; and the varioun docs 
in file em Chlorine-Barge Salvage Operation. See. additionall~r memo, 
Sec/A to CSA, 8 Oct ~962, cy in Chron File, 7-9 Oct 1962, Tab 20; msg, DA 
(by CSA) to CG XVIII Abn Corps, 08/1734Z O<!t 1962 (DA :318794); msg, idem to 
i.dem, c:y showing dispatch time as OB/1700Z 2 Chron File, 7-·9 O•:!t 1962-;-Tab 
~l; mag, CGUSATHRE.E to RUCACX/!'AG Army NG, :t1iss. , and others, 09/1535Z 
Oct 1962 (DAIN 793904); ms:g, MATS, :Scott AFB, to RUWHDl./WESTAF, Travis 
A.FB and. othe:rs, 09/2116Z Oct 1962 (DAIN 794051); and memo for red (by 
Rothwell), 9 Oct 1962, Chron File, J-CJ Oct 1962, Tab 73. 

60.. See Coakley, £.1?· cit., pp. 89ff .. 

61. Msg, CGUSATHREE: to CGUSGONARC$ U/OOllZ Oct 1962 (DAIN 79455t); 
and msg, CGUSCONARC to DA 1, ll/0044Z Oct 1962 (DAIN 794555). _:Physical 
Elxaminations are dealt with along with other Q~ed~.cal activitite.s i.n the 
Oxford operation in sec on Third Army (Rear) and Logistics, this c.hap, above. 

.. . 

62. See mag;, DA (Abrams for DCSOPS) to CG XVIII Abn Cc1rps, 09/1L~22Z 
Oct 1962 (lDA 318868); meg 1, idem to idem11 09/1759Z Oct .1962 (DA 31.8898) ;: 
lllSg, CGU8.6.'111REE to' Q.UC~/GG'XVi'II Abti"'"'Corps and others, 09/l5~35Z Oct 1962 
(DAIN :l'9J~o054); and memp for rcq. (by Burke), sub: Oxford Strength Report, 
l.O Qct l!~62,_Chron File, ll0-11 Oct 1?62, Tab 9. 

63. OCINFO After-A<:tion Repo,rt, a. Sep 1962 - 31 Mar 1963 (Working 
Copy), p. 3. _That. the fi~~ld coaman.d had certain discretionary authority 
iln the matter of local release of information is evident froul. (FOUO) 
memo f<>r the red (by Dodg~~, CINFO), 1 Oc:t 1962, Ghron File, l.-4 ()<!t 1 Tab 3. 

64. Msg, GSA to H01io1Ze, CG, XVIII Abn Corpl3, 02/lllJ~ EDT /·oct 1962 7 
{Draft), !~·, Tab 18a. -
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65. Telecpn, Howze-Wheeler, 02/1055 .rEnT 7 Oct 1962, in file on 
Memoranda of Con~ersations (Sep 1962 - ·- ).-

66. See Dfpartment of Defense Appropriations for 1964 (Hearings 
~fore a Subcommt pf the Comm. on Approp., H.R. 88th Gong, 1st Sess 
I l pts? Washingl:oo, 1963 7), Pt 2 (Chmn, JGS, Overall Financial 
St-atements Servil::e Secretaries and Chiefs of Staff), pp. 145-47; U.s. 
Sen1te, (S), Re 'rt of Proceedings. Hearing Held before Committee on 
Armed Services B ~fing on Department of Defense Programs for Fiscal 
Year 1964, Febr~ry 27, 1963 (6 vo1s; a ward & Paul transcript, processed), 
VI• 1165; XVIII ~bn Corps Command Report, 6 Dec 1962, p. 10; 101st Abn Div 
CQQrnand Report, ~7 Nov 1962, ibid., Inc1 3, p. 5; (C) msg, Abrams to CSA, 
19/00182 ;-May ~~63 7, par 2,-cy-in file on GSA Representative, Birminghaa, 
Reoords of the ~lqbama Operations, 1963; Congressional Record, XVII (8 Oct 
1962), 21551-55~; .(C) mags, CO USAFOX to AWR, T08 72030Z J'"'Nov 1962] (all) 
and 13/1435Z ;-~~ 1962 7, par 6; and (C) msg,-DA ZAbrams)-to CO USAFOX 
(K.ller), l3/23~0Z Nov T962. 

67. Msg, qG XVIII Abn Corps to AWR, 10/14002 /-l402Z? Oct 1962_7, 
~·· Tat 11. 

68. Msg, ,i4em to idem, l0/l400Z /-Oct 1962 7. cy ibid., Tab 7. 
For preliminary ~dlSCussion-Qf the rationale for Billings TeaTs selection, 
see memo for rc4 (by Abrams), sub: Telecon with Colonel Smith, Acting Chief, 
of Staff, XVIII~bnCorps, about 08/1055, EDT, Oct 1962, p. 3, cy ibid .• · 
7-!1 Oct 1962, t4b 19. On the timing of Billingslea's assumption ofComnand, 
se~ this same t~anscript, p. 2; and msg, CG XVIII Abn Corps to AWR, 
09/0l26Z /-Oct l962 7, cy ibid., Tab 53. 
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CHAP'l'ER VI 

U.S • ARMY FOR.CES OXFORD, OCT013ER 196 2 - .JANUARY l. 96 3 

coi!IWlnd of the OXford forces, General Billingslea moved his coumand 

post to the National Guard Armory, where he had been previously and 

where Gene.ral Howze had been. His b•~sic direetives were still those 

of 30 September, but it was laid down at this time that he had no contro1l 

of those troops dE~ploying under <:.ontrol oJE the XVIII Airborne Corps, which 

were on their way h;ome, or of the support units under control ()f the Third 

Army (Rear). He lolould "be directly under eo1001and of the Chief of Staff 

. . . Whee:le.r," and would assure "continuou~:1 reliable, adequate communica·-

tiona betvreen his command post and all 0p4arational elements immediately 

subordinate to his headquarters." There. also would be "collltinuous reliable 

telephone and teletype cormtUnication:s" betv1een General Billingulea' s 

c00111and pc.st and the Department in Washingt<>n. 

The transition from Howze to Billingslea went smoothly, probably 

because the outgoing staff worked with :i.t:s successor during tht~ night 

of 9-10 Oetober, each membe:r of the old staff briefing his counterpart 

Oil: the neu staff and providing him \lith c:op:tes of the documentH he: would 
1 

ne.ed. Billings lea would now serve as the coumander at 0Jt:ford fc1r about 

as long aH Howze ltlad served, and • as such brevity suggests, hb wc1rk 

wc1uld be: '~ssent ially inted.m in character. 

~~:ingency Plan and Incidents. -··· As a precautionary lllltcasuLre fo1: 

Me:redith'n first weekend in Jackson, Mississippi, 13-14 Octobe.r 1962, 

191 



Billingslea planped a substantial standby force. Fortunately, however, 
2 

Meredith's trip ~as without incident and troops did not have to be used. 

On 15 Octoper there was an anonymous telephone call to the 

University warn~g of a bomb planted in Baxter Hall. In this case, 

military police~n assisted the marshals and campus police in a search 

with negative r~ults. This was but one of a number of bomb scares and 

one of eighty o~ more incidents of various kinds and degrees of seriousness 

th•t occurred at: the University and in the Oxford area in the October 1962 
3 

to June 1963 pe~iod. 

Major AccQmplishments. --General Billingslea's two major 

accomplishments ~at this time, aside from the contingency planning for the 

13~14 October w~ekend and his selection of a successor, were the making 

of recoiiiilendati"ns concerning the character of the "permanent" force that 

would remain in~Oxford, which would be supported by earmarked troops that 

could reinforce it in case of an emergency, and the last major redeployments 

that pared the ~xford force down to approximately 500 soldiers. His 

recommendations~concerning the composition of 'he force that would remain 

varied fran the~reconmendation of a reinforced squadron of the 108th Armored 

Cavalry to one 4'£ a two-company force of RE~gular Army military policemen 

with various support elements, which after a week would be phased down to 

one reinforced ~OClpany. It was the recOIIIIIEmdation to use two companies 

of military pollcemen that the Department adopted, although General Wheeler 

was slow and captious about going into the pared-down second phase. The 

headquarters GeJleral Billingslea recoumend1~d for such a force w~ld be 

o~ganized along\normal staff lines and would include a staff judge 
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adV'oeate, an information officer, and a provos:t marshal. The usual 

nec:ee1sary technical service and log:isti.cal support units 'ilould also be 

provj'.ded for, including a helic1opter c:ompany (there would always be some 

avi!ltion capability at Oxford), a fi~=.ld hospitstl, a searchlight unit, a 

chemical detachment, and a Depa:rtn:1ent of the Army 8 ignal team. 

Concerning the matter of long-term hous:i.ngp Billingulea thought 

the t~es1t solution would be to u:se th~a Armory or other enclosed buildings 

for administrative spalce with a winterized tent camp and the necessary 

latd.nE~ and bathing facilities. He thought an in·terim camp at the stadium 

or the Armory might be: necessary while the fa.<:ilities werE~ under 
4 

construction. This recommendation ~vas also adopted, in the main, for 

whe~n the force was pat·ed domt for the long ternt the Armory served for 

adulinistrative and cou~mand headquart1ers ";~i.th a tent camp behind it and 

anc•ther tent camp at t:he Univers ity-·Oxford Airport unt: il .a long-delayed 

corasolidation of the headquarters and m.ost of the force in a new camp 

south of the campus in March 1963, 

'rhe final decision not to us.:: the Naticm.al Guard fo•:r the remaining 

secm:rity force at OxfC>rd, as it hHd been used jLn Little R.•ock, was made 

by the President upon the advice <>f Se•:!retary Vanc•e and (:,ile.net~al Wheeler 

after ·~~ighing; the advantages a.nd disadvantag1as. Advantages of using 

thf~ Guard were that the rest and recreation p:roble.ru wc>Uld be simplified 

by proximity of the tlC'oops to t.heil· horres, that possibly therE! would be 

im!r•e.ased acce~ptance lt>y the loc:al p<J•pulat.jlon 1even of the "integration 

pr1()blem," and that tht! Guard wc•uld have a "gr•eater fmniliarity with 

lo•l:!al problems and pe:rsonalitiE!S." 
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The advant1ges of using the Regular Army's Military Police, on the 

otb*r hand, were that their training was superior; they were free of local 

poli.tical and sofial pressure; the "quality. quantity, and character of" 

their equipment ~ade them better adapted to the mission to be performed; 

and with the Re~lars there would be a wider choice of commanders and 
6 

staff. 

On 11 Octqber, the day following Billingslea's assumption of coanand, 

it became known:, tl;lat there was authority for the release of the parts of 

the lst Battle ~roup, lSSth Infantry Regiment, still in Federal service, 

arid the 2d Batt~e Group, lSSth Infantry. They would move to their home 

stations by the evening of 13 October. Also to be released after 

redeployment o~ these units and not later than 16 October, were Col. Marahall 

i• Bush and eleven other staff officers (including a chief warrant officer) 

and non-commis.ioned officers. Following redeployment, release of these 

~ battle groppe became effective at midnight, 16 October, local tLme. 
7 

tfow only the lP8th Armored Cavalry remained in the Federal service. 

General ~eler and Deputy Attorney General Katzenbach conferred on 

17 October an4 agreed that circumstances were appropriate for another major 

scaling down of the Oxford forces, from about 4,000 men to less than 550, 

.and that the ~oanand should be transferred to a senior Army colonel. 

The new force,: would include a headquarters group, two military police 

companies, an aviation detacblllent, and combat and logistical support ,, 

elements. 
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When Washington authorit1.es 11greed upon the new sea led··down force, 

they also agreed that a furthes: reduction could be co:nsid.ered sometime 

aro\md the Christmas holidays. Now the rem~dning Nat1on11l Guard outfit, 

the 108th Armored Cav·alry, would be released from Federal se.rvice, and 

Cc:1L Keller's 2d Battle Group, 23d Infantry RegirtM:lnt ,. th1e Jl.et Helicopter 

COmJ?any, and elementu of headquarters and se:cvice suppo·rt wotlld be moved 

out and home. One m:llitary pctlice battalion and a battle glwup would go 

on the ale·rt.. There would be a sbc-hour alert for the 503d lUlitary 

Police Battalion and a five and onE~-half hour alE~rt for a reinforced battle 

grc1up (minus). As finally ag:ceed upon, the latter would be the Division 

Rendy Forcce of the l.Olst Airbo·r.tle :Oivisi.on, whos1e alert status wc1uld be 

km>wn as Condition X-RAY. These forces ~muld be used t.•o n~:l.nforce the 

Oxford forces if ne•~ded. Finally~ as General B::l.llingsl.ea recommended, 

there would be rotation of individuals and units. betweEm O;~eford .and their 
8 

ho•me stations. 

General Wheeler decided that he wantEld a colonel to comman.d the forces 

that would finally remain at Oxfo:rd becausE~ he did not want to keep a 

d'Lvision commander away from. his couunand. Acco·iedingly, hEl asked General 

Billingslea and th•~ Commandi.ng General~ CONARC, for a recommendation. 

Billingslea's first choice, made on the second day after he succeeded Howze, 

'-1'85 Col. Lucien F. Keller, the ccunmanding officer of t.he :2d Battle Group, 

2:3d Infantry Regiment, who was already in Oxford. Hh second choice was 

Col. Louis A. Kum:ig, Jr., his Chief of Staff in t:he !!d Infantry Division. 

Secretary Vance arLd General Wheeler agreed upon Kelle:r, and on 17 October 
9 

:recommended him t<) the White House, ·which evidently a·pprc>ved. 

On 1.9 October the Departme~nt of the Army ordered the 108th moved to 
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its home statiops by early evening, 20 Octc)ber, and released effective 

midnight, localltime, 23 October, except for a few men kept on clean-up 
'! 

d4tails for up ~o five days. Of Troop E, Capt. Falkner and five men staped 

~ duty in Oxf~d. At about the same time orders went out to redeploy aa 

soon as practi~ble General Billingslea's headquarters, Col. Keller's 
') 

battle group, ~he 716th and 720th Military Police Battalions (the former 
" j 

mlnus Companie~ A and B, which would remain at Oxford), and various support 

elements. Thi$ was done on 20 October and at two-thirty that afternoon, 

O,Cford time, Gtnera 1 Billings lea pas sed cc)mmand of the Oxford forces to 

J.Qeller. 

Subseque~tly, on 31 October, Wheeler wrote Maj. General William P. 

Wilson, The Ad~utant General of Mississippi, to express his appreciation 
~ 

nfor thecompe~nt and professional manner in which the entire Mississippi 
' 10 

ltational Guar4 performed its duty during the recent disturbance." 
:~ 

Colonel rttler's Assumption of Command. -- In anticipation of Col. 
~ 

Jeller's ass~tion of command at Oxford on 20 October, General Wheeler 

aent him special instructions. Given "the significant reduction in forces," 
~ 

Wheeler thoustt Keller's command "should be especially alert in the 

continuance ot its mission and particularly watchful for any changes 1ft 

attitudes or trends," and he "encouraged" ~ller ''to report promptly 
~ 

any changes o, which you become aware along with your evaluation and 
~ 

• • • 

recommendatiopta as appropriate." Finally, Col. Keller would be "requiad" 

'to continue {lose personal liaison" with "the senior Justice Departmea,t 
~ : 

•representati~." In addition the Department instructed him specifically 
il 

that he woul4 be under General Wheeler's direct command and about the 
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ra.aintet.tance of signal communications lJ:Lth. washington and \dth hi1:1 own 

cocmnand, using the same words with which General Billingslea had been 

instructed on 9 October. Then, after he had alr•J!ady assumed command, 

the Depa,rtment instructed Col. Keller formally and rctroactiv'ely, as 

probably it had done by telephone or through General Billing:etlea, that 

the responsibilities and authority thG.t '>mre Billingslea's under the 

30 SeptE~ber orders, including the "fr·agmentary order;" 'IITere no~T 

11 
transf:eJC-red to him. 

In bringing Keller under Billingslea's original orders of 30 

Septe.nber, whic.h provided basic policy guidance for the Army's entire 

operation. in Oxford, the Department r~aquested his coUiillents 1:·egarding them. 

Promptly, even before he received the request formally, he responded with 

a propctsal for a change in the "fragmentary ordec:r" to follo,~1 different 

weapon priorities in applying the pri.n.,dple of 111i.nimum force. He wanted 

to do away with the firs1t priority, 'VJb.ieh prov·ided for the use o,f unloaded 

riflE~S without bayonets l' and move from. 13econd t:o first plac.tS!. provis icm for 

using 1llnloaded rifles with fixed but scabbarded bayonets. He also wanted 

to IW:>ve from fotLrth plat:!e in the old list to second place in a new list 

of only four priorities provision for using unloaded rifles wit.h bare 

bayonets. fixed. In justification he remarked that "experil::nce in the 

Oxford area" during the riot "clearly demonstrated that thtE! unloaded rifle 

without bayonet did not: provide an ad,equate means to insur'~ the first 

appl.it!ation of force necessary for crowd or riot control." Pt:omptly the 
12 

Dep1u-·tment approved thils proposal. 
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His llessage announcing to Washington his assumption of coamand 

at Oxford lndicated in its heading that he was the "CO US Army Forcee 

Oxford." Since in the body of the message he referred to the "forcee 

pertaining \o Rapid Road," which was not an authorized name for the 

operation, ''although widely used, it may be assumed, in the absence of 

any officidl designation of the forces remaining at Oxford, that ·~.S. 

Army Forces Oxford" (or "Oxford Miss.") was quite unofficial. So it 

was, except that through usage it gain.ed considerable currency and was 

widely useJ on official documents. Thus it was used on Keller's Situation 

Report No. 142 (his first one, since the reports in this particular series 

were numbeJed continuously from the first one General Billingslea issued 

on 10 Octotier) and on Col. Lynch's last one, No. 508, 24 July 1963. It 

also gave rise to the acronymic abbreviation '~SAFOX," which in turn led 

to the crea.tion of an unofficial organizational device featuring a fax and 

to a mimeo~aphed organizational paper published during Col. Lynch's tour, 

" called The bsafox Tale. This term was not used exclusively, however; 

indeed, it appears that the other form of the name, "U.S. Army Oxford," 

or simply ·i,J~oX," was also in colllllOn usage, as in the Oxford c011111and 
13 

reports, fat example. 

USA~ Headquarters Organization and Strength. -~ In his command 

and support~ group Keller and his successors had a lieutenant colonel, 

who served as the executive officer and acted as the commander in the 

latter's ab$ence; a conventional staff manned by officers designated 

Sl-S4, withofficers carrying out support roles in such specialities as 

communicati~ns, engineering, transportation, ordnance, and chemical 
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responsibilities; and with a speeial staff including a staff judge 

advocate, a mE~dical officer, a public information officer, and an 

aviation officer. 

The number of officers in the USAF'OX organization varied11 of course, 

with the. enlisted strength. Thus, when Keller. bad 1:\vo military police 

companies and a total of 502 men in November 1962, ·forty-fe>ur of the 

total were offi1:!ers. Then, on 19 November j Keller recommended the 

reduction of his force from. bm military police companies to one 

company,. and, with departmental approval, it bec.ame effective on 19 

Dece.mher, just before t.he Christmas holidays. It '~as based upon the 

belief 1:hat conditions had changed for the bet.ter in the Unive.rsity 

COiiiiLUtlity. A natural consequence of this redu.eed strength was to cut 

the officer strength to thirty out of a total strength of 304 by 1 April 

19621. Not long before the reduction to one company 1 Col. Keller, with 

departmental approval, reduced the guard force at Ba.xt~;;r Hall as "a major 

step toward campus normalcy while maintaining maximum security." Filnally, 

at 1:h4~ end, whe.n the 0Jcford forces \1lithdrev7 in July 1963, afte~r a still 

furth1~r cut, there werE~ only six:teen officers out o.f a total Eltrength 
14 

of 151 men. 

'!roop Rotation. ·-- Under the c.ircumstances of troop operations 

in Oxford, General Billings lea recommended troop rotationl, and Col. Keller, 

too., thought it a good idea because of the "existing n~strict.ions" and the 

fact that the 1:roops were "in a con·tinuous alert status." He therefore 

rec1ommended a rotation plan under which the troops would be ro·tated 

every three weeks, an old company leaving twenty-four hoUJr·s after the 
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oloaing of itsij replacement. Under this plan, which was adopted, the 

first replac~nt, the 66th Military Police Company, arrived on 12 

November, repl~cing Company A of the 716th Military Police Battalion, 

which departed: ~he following day. Later, the normal tour of duty for 

officer persouPel, excepting the commander, came to be thirty days 
·: 

:tn order "to e'tablish better continuity ·throughout the colliJland," 

while the enl~ted tour remained at twenty-one days. This rotation 

was, of course~ a device to maintain morale, which remained high. 

Col. Keller ano the commanders who followed him each served a tour of 
·1 

15 
around three mpnths. 

Weekly cpordination and Planning Conference. -- On 21 October, 

the day after ~e assumed command at Oxford, Col. Keller met with Messrs. 

Sather and Mar~in, two Department of Justice representatives in OXford, 

Vandergrift, t~ head marshal in Oxford, Haislip, another marsha~and 

operational anp intelligence personnel of his own staff, for the purpose 

of effecting "~lose liaison" between his headquarters and Department of 

Justice perso~el on the local scene. Slightly more than a week later 

Ool. Keller he~d another meeting attended by representatives of the 

Department of Uustice in Oxford, including the marshals and the Federal 

Bureau of Inveetigation, and of the lllth Intelligence netachment, whick 
t! 

qad agents in pxford. The purpose of this meeting, as Keller reported 

it to washingtpn, "was to coordinate and evaluate the intelligence efforts 

of all agenci~ and to ascertain what additional military aid may be provided 

to each." He ~dded that "a weekly meeting of this type is anticipated for 

Qp!tual exchan~ of information, discuss ion of various projects, and 
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progress • evaluation. In addition, tht:; attitude of thE~ local 

pc,pulace • • • r will be .J discuaso<~d with a view of bett·er understanding 

the local situation." Thereafter,, Col. Keller and hiLs succe~ssors held 

re~ :~ularly what they eame to call the l>leekly Coordination and Planning 
16 

CcmJEerence and sent reports on it to departlnental headq\JlartE~rs. 

incidents that occurred on the University eampus in Oetober after Col. Keller 

8f!S1Jm<~d command therE~, the most cmumon ~vli~re the thrmving of firecrackers 

and cherry bombs (thE~ latter of \Jhich had i:f.1,a explosive foree of the 

Army' B M-80 firecracker) at sent1::Les on duty. At the same time, 

Mertadith was subjectE~d to numerous catcalls.. Inv•~stigation and a report 

follo·wed each incident. The most serious of these in.cidents, which 

al!t'Jally was a small riot, occurred on the ev<~ning of 29 October. 

This disturbant:!e, of which Chief Tatum of the earupus police 

ft:>rewarned the Army, began at the Univenlity eafeter:La lo1hilE~ Meredith was 

eating and drew a crowd of approximately 100 to 150 studentf! 1• which was 

the largest c:rowd silrl.ce 7 and 8 October, wh~m crowds abo h1:1.d gathered 
17 

at the cafe.tE~ria. The military police security patrol, l>Jhich remained 

outside, was the focus of the initial antagonism and had firecrackers 

and eggs thrclwn at it, togethe~r wit.h what was thought to be a "coke" 

bt:>ttle, which struck the patrol vehicle. Additionally, a privately-owned 

car tried t:o run a military ,pc>lice vehicle off the road, 

Later that evening, there was considerably more violence, which seems 

to have reached its peak during a forty-fiv1e.-minute per:i.od following 

eig;ht-fifteen. On that occasion "a great number of students"' in the 
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dormitories adijacent to Baxter Hall -- particularly Powers, Hedelstrom, 

and Lester Hal!ls -- filled the windows overlooking Baxter Hall and 

threw or pro~led firecrackers and cherry bombs (sometimes dipped in 

glue and roll~ in shot) at Baxter. They also threw "coke'' bottles, 

at least one ~lotov cocktail, which burned alongside Baxter Hall, and 

~ny eggs. Using slingshots, as with firecrackers and cherry bombs, 

rioters also ~ired marbles at the sentrie.s, who were issued armored 

vests for prouection. In the early morning hours of 30 October one such 

~rble struckNthe sergeant of the relief guard just below the eye. 

Large groups $athered on the street south and east of Baxter Hall and 

near the Laun~ry across Rebel Drive from Baxter. The principal action 

did not stop tntil Dean Love prevailed upon the campus police, who had 

not interveneD, apparently, to move the ~~tudents back to their rooms. 

Love also movid among the students and Col. Keller made arrangements to 

discuss with Vniversity officials means for preventing such troubles in 

the future a~ for disciplining student instigators. Throughout this 

incident A~ sentries stood without reinforcements, although the rest 

of the force ~as on alert. No force other than that of the sentries 

was used bec$.lse of "the disorganized, though massive, nature of the 

incident." 11arshals and other Justice representatives were also on hand 
18 

with the Arm~ guards. 

One of ''the guards the night of 29/30 October was Pvt. First Class 

Dominick A. $iglia of Company B, 716th Military Police Battalion, who 

had arrived ln Oxford with his battalion on 1 October. His guard detail 

went off duty on 29 October before the disturbance that has been described, 
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but he was bri.efed on it when his detail c/,'lml~ c1n duty ag~a.in at. fiy.e 

o'clock the next morning, 30 Oetober. His post at: that tune was a 

walking post between Baxter and Lester Halls 1 one end of whi.ch was less 

than 100 feet from Mayes Hall acro:3s the str(!et called Dormitory Row 

West. 

Not long after Niglia assumed his post a cherry bomb exploded near 

him. A few minutes later an objec:·i: \V'as thrmn at l1i.m from a \dndm.:r in 

Maye:3 Hall that was thought latex:' i:o have beect a coke bottle filled with 

po\~der, probably from firecrackers or ehe~~ry bo::nbs. It exploded m~ar him, 

but did not strike him. About five··-thirty he ·i:hougl1t he saw another 

fuse being lit in the window from \~hi.cb. the bottle. had been thrown and, 

having loaded his rifle, he fired toward the t·d.ndow. Fortunately, the 

bulllet did not strike anyone, but Hent ·through t.he windo"'• ric:ocheted 

off a eorridor wall, and lodged in a door frn:me. :ti!iglia, frightenE~d, 

repolrt,ed the shot, ju~;ti.fying it later on the grounds he feare.d for his 

life and therefore fired a warning sho·l: in se1f..,protection. 

This shooting incident created a cons idernbL~ stir, including 

consideration by a grand jury, and the Army transf,crred Niglia back 

to his home station and investigated the 'matter very eare:Eully. Eventually, 

Sec:retary Vance sent Senator Stennis a copy of the report of this 

invef!tigation. In hL;1 covering letter to Stennis on ~11 J,anuary 1963, Vance 

said that Niglia, fearing for his liho, concluded that th•~ time had come 

to ufle his rifle. Th.:~ Secretary did not find that a eriminal act. For 

that reason and because Niglia had a good military reeord, the Army did 
19 

not: propose to file court-martial charges against him. 
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Another signjii.ficant incident occurred in the early evening of 31 
~ 

October when a mil~tary policeman walking his post at Baxter Hall (the 

same post Niglia ~d had) was struck in the corner of his left eye by 

fragqents of a chefry bomb thrown from Lester Hall. Fortunately he 

sust4ined no serioUs injury, but because of the seriousness of the 
J 
' ' 

incident, Col. Ke~ler reported it to the University authorities and 

suggested that t~ University search Lester Hall. At the same time, 

a report reached ~ller's headquarters that there were seventeen sticks 
, I 

of dynamite in B~er Hall. When he learned of this report Dean Love 

requ4sted that th~ Army assist the campus police in a search of both 
, ~ 

Baxter and Lester Malls. In the search that followed, with military 

assistance, the s~archers turned up firecrackers, knives, clubs, one 
~ 

CN g~ grenade, a;,gasoline can with a small quantity of gasoline, and a 
' 20 

.22-~alibre rifle~ 

Period of Rilative Calm but Also of Continued Harassment. -- After the 
:! 

inciaents and dis4rders of 29-31 October "a relative calm" settled over 

Oxford. There coitinued to be bomb threats and incidents that kept 
' 

Mereaith's protec-ors on their toes, but there were no more incidents 
~ ~ 

of a riotous natu~e. For November Col. Keller reported that the University's 

cooperation with tis headquarters showed "considerable improvement, 
~ 

part~cularly withi.respect to taking more positive action to investigate 
~ 

studJmt acts agaifst Meredith and Security personnel on the campus." 
" ': 

He ~ught the Un~versity was both impressed with the lethal character 
~ 

of such harassmen~ as had been perpetrated and with tb& possible loss of 

accreditation if ~t did not keep its house in order. But, as he reported, 
' 21 

this did not mean:that things were easier for Meredith. 

204 

• 

t 



~!,! Keller''s Replace~ .. -·- By mid=December 'Washington gave 

thought to re.placing Col. Keller Hith r:uwth~~:r eolt;:lnell be.cau~:1e General 

Whe•~ler thought Keller had had "this demanding job for a sufficient 

lEmgth of time." Indeed, he had been in Oxford continuously a incE~ 30 

Se~ptember, 'excepting for two days e~f Leave tor emergency dental care. 

The White House would have to clE::ar any ehange of command, Ge.neralL Abrams 

told 1"1aj. Gen. Philip F. Lindeman, Deputy Ch:L.::f of Staff for Personnel, 

but Gf:'.neral Wheeler "'ould take care oi~ that., In asking :Lindeman to 

ncminate a possible replacement fm:· KE~llerJ Abrru..1s de~scr:i.bedl the position 

and the kind of offic:er desired. Go1 .. Keller 1 s successOJr wo1uld ccliiiiland 

about 325 troops, inc:luding 200 mili.1:ary policemen, \\d.th an adequate 

staff and support. In conjunction 1iotith t~velve Federal marshals he 1would 

havE: to assure that the court 'order tmd4~r vJhi.ch H~~redith was attending the 

Un.ive:r.s ity was carried out "without j_nterferen.ce." In P'E~rforming such 

dutiee~ the officer would have '''to conduet his affairs in collaboration 

with official::~ of the Justice Depar1t:men1: and the University." He would 

also· have to ''deal effectively with officials in Oxford" and would need, 

everything considered, "maturity and sound judgment. 11 M1:1reover, "coolness 

under pressun~, good appearance and objE~ctivi.ty" \otere "e::1sential," as were 

"staff experience and training .. " Finallly, General Abrams: said, the Chief 

of Staff had to feel that this assigoo:ent would "be ca.rr:i.ed ,on with the 
22 

SaJIJie high quality" with which ;lt had beEm carried on thu1:: far. 

Col. Keller's replacement being approve.d, the choi(:e f,e 11 on 

Col. Warren Dudley Hodges of Fort BEmn.ing. Accordingly, Hodges arrived 

in Oxford on ~~ January 1963 fol~ a two-WE~ek period of ori1:.ntation. 
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Col. Keller saw to it that Hodges met such persons as Love, Tatum, 

Mayor Ellioft, Jones, the Oxford chief of police, and Sheriff Ford, 

and reporte~ th~t Hodges appeared to be well received. Altogether, 

~ . 
Col. Hodges; unpressed Col. Keller "as a willing and capable officer 

with a mind! to do a best-possible job." His progress pleased Keller 1 

who accordihgly recommended that Hodges take over around 15 January. 
' 

And so he dtd, the change of command taking place on the morning of 
;23 
~ 16 January. 

The ffllowing month there went into Keller's personnel file a 

" letter of ctmmendation from General WhE~eler. "You have accomplished this 

demanding a+signment with rare good judgment, great patience, and 

exceptional~thoroughness," Wheeler wrote. "Your outstanding qualiti.ea 
~i 

of leadershtp have been reflected in the exemplary performance of the 
:: 24 

troops unde~ your command in the best traditions of the Army service." 
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FOOTNOTES TO Cllt\Pl'1i:R VI - .. __ """"-"""""'-~-..... 
1. on 'the trans it ion, s~e 2d Inf Div Comntrmd Report, 3 Dec 1962 

Tab B:, p. 1; DA SitRep No. 2l ... b2 (as oj! 10/1800, EDT), Oct 1962; msg ' 
DA (Abrams for DCSOPS) to CG XVIII Abn c:orps, 09/1759Z Oct 1962 (DA ''318898). 
memc1 for red (by AbramfJ), sub: Inte.grat:Lon of Ne:gro Hilitary Personnel in ' 
units in the Oxford Are~~, 10 Oct 1962, Chron File, 10-11 Oet 1962, Tab 15 • 

2. 2d Inf Div Command Report, 3 Dec 1962; Tab B, pp. 2 and 3. 

3. Ibi~.; an~ the. list of "Ineidents at Ox:O,~):,J, Sept. 1962 _ June 
1963" compiled by (_ Sd1e1.ps and (.Jung?) 7, iu rl.le of same. title. ~lany 
if not most of these were unreported ty"'the pree rJ. 

i~. 2d Inf Div Command Repert:, 3 Dec 1962. 'J';o1·.· ~ p 3 N t _ • __ u, • ; o es --
Gem~r.al Wheeler's Vis it to the War Room:, 11/{"::; i.::; Oct 1962

1 
cy in file on 

Mem<>r.anda of Cc1nversat:Lons (Sep 1962 - ) ; msg,, DA (Schlotzhauer 
for A;t>rams of ODCSOPS) to CG 2d Inf Div, 10/lJ~U:z Od 1962 (DA 319Qq.9). 
(C) mBg 1 CG 2d Inf Div to DA, 10(2315Z Oct 196~! (DAIN 27S2:W); (C) 1nsg: 
CGUSCONARC to R.UE:P.A/DA DCSOPS, l!/0858Z Oct 1962 (l1j!,IN :US~! SO); and (C) 
msg:, DA (Abrams for ODGSOP'.:l) • l9/17?.7Z Uct: i ~16:: WA 920432). 

S. On the new camp, see relevant see in follor-?(r:,8 chap. 

6.. Mem1o, Abrams to 'l'll# Hllitary Aide to t~hc:'. President / .... Clifton 7, 
sub:: Army Forces in Oxford, Missisfll-pp.i.:, 17 Oct 1962, in f:lle-·on -
Memoranda -- Ge.neral Ul Oct - Dec 1962); and (C) mf:;g, CG ~M Inf Div to 
AWR, 15/0435Z Oct 1962 .. 

7.. (C) Nsg, DA (Hall for Abrmns of GDCSOPS) to CGUSCONARC, ll/1842Z 
Oct 1962 (DA 920129); msg, NGB, DA and UAF', to TAG, Miss., ll/2245Z Oct 
1962 (DA 319262); and msg~ CGUSATHP.EE to RUCACX/I'AG, Army Nat Gd, Hiss., 
and others, 12/2245Z Oet 1962 (DAIN 79.'5410). 

8.. Memo, Abrams to The Military Aide tc:~ tllC :i:}res ident /-(;Iifton 7, 
sub: Army Force's in Oxford, Mississippi, l7 Oet 196:2, cy in. file on -
Memoranda -- General (11 Oct - Dec 1962). On plans for re:Lnfo,rcing the 
Oxfclrd forces (Operations rlan READY RE'fUitl'4), see (C) msg, DA (Abrams for 
DCSOPS) to CGUSCONARC, ll/1620Z Oct 1962 (DA 9:20125); (C) msg, CGUSCONARC 
to RUJ&l'DA/DCSOPS, 14/0102Z Oct 1962 (DAIN 276254); (C) msg, DA (Abrams 
for ODCSOPS) tc1 CGUSCONARC, 19/1850Z Oc'l,: 1962 (DA U043S)J approving 
reinfqrcemel}.t plan; and /-Welch 7, op. cit., pp. 17-19.. This plan provided 
two additional conditions -- YOBE ~ witfi'tne' battle group prepared to depart 
in two hours, and ZULU, with Ai]:: Force planes prepositione.d and the 503d 
MP JBn ready to begin_out1oading in one hour. Ibid., p .. 19. On the desire 
of the MP's for a leading role in civil-distursance operations, see Ol!MG 
Aft•~r-Action Report, 20 Nov 196~~, pp. 1, 3; and ibid., 10 Dec 1962, p. 2. 
See Coakley op. cit. p. 104, em the White Rousers-veto of using the 
720th MP Bn' at Little' Rock during the~ school integration c~ris is of 1957. 
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9. On Kel*r and his appointment, see "Info for White House visit," 
a penciled memo,~ undated and unsigned, on yellow legal paper, in file on 
C~anding Gene4als & Other Key Personnel; (C) msg, DA (Hall for Abrams of 
OD·~.·.·. PS) to CG~·CQNARC, ll/1917Z Oct 1962 (DA 920137); memo for red (by 
Abrams>, sub: C lonel Commander for Oxford Forces, 12 Oct 1962; memo, 
Abrams to The litary Aide to the President, sub: Army Forces in Oxford, 
Mi~sissippi, 17\0ct 1962, in file on Memoranda-- General ll_Oct 1962)i 
anU (C) m~g! CGj2d Inf ~iv to ~CSOPS, for Abrams, ?3(1830~ L Oct 1962_/, 
cy filed ~· !F~r a b~ographical sketch, see Off~c~al B~ography of 
eo;tonel Lucien f. Keller L Ft. Benning, Ga •. , 1963_/, cy in file on 
Ccrnmanding Generals & Other Key Personnel. 

10. Msg, bA to CG 2d Inf Div, 19/l709Z 1962 (DA 320069); Falkner 
Statement, p. 1~; (C) msg, DA (Abrams for ODCSOPS) to CG 2d Inf Div, 
l~/1727Z Oct 19~2 (DA 920432); msg, CGUSCONARC to 2EN/CG 2d Inf Div CP, 
~ford, Miss.,~ others, 20/07102 Oct 1962 (DAIN 797828); msg, CG 2d 
Inf Div to AWR,n 20/20402 Oct 1962; msg, COUSAFOX to AWR, 20/20452 Oct 
1~62; and ltr, ~eler to Wilson, 31 Oct 1962, cy in file on Commanding 
~nerals & Oth~·Key Personnel. The clean-up details of the 108th 
aJ!parently werEf .t;'eleased as of midnight 28 Oct 1962 at which time the 
only Mississip~i Guardsmen still on active Federal service were six who . 
w~re under hos~ital care. DA SitRep No. 55-62 {as of 30/0800, EDT, Oct 
1962). " 

11. (C) fsg, CSA to CG 2d Inf Div (for Keller), 20/1630Z /-Oct 1962_/; 
(.C) msg, DA (J.f>rams for ODCSOPS) to CG 2d Inf Div and CGUSCONARC, 19/1727Z 
Oct 1962 (DA 9~0432); and msg, DA (McCrady for DC§QES}, 22/00142 Oct 1962 
CDA 920510). ~atter msg downgraded to UNCLASJ5Y-DA 941540, 18/2050Z Oct 
l963 by reasanuo~ publication. 

12. (FOtf>): Msg, COUSAFOX to AWR, 21/2210Z /-Oct 1962_/; and msg, 
OA to COUSAFOXJ, "22/2242Z Oct 1962 (DA 320296). 

13. Sinqe neither USAOX nor USAFOX ·was official, except through 
~. sa?e, and si~e, though both were used, USAFOK comes off the tongue more 
eas~ly, the lcftter is used herein. 

g 

i · 14. usA.Ijox SitRep No. 195 (28/0lOOZ - 0700Z Nov 1962); Cong. Fact 
~!', p. 3. ~a .• (rev 23 Apr 1963); USAFOX SitRep No. 394, 02/00252 CAPJ: 
~; and U$Atox SitRep 508, 24/18002 Jul 1963. Mise Memoranda on . 
~SAFOX adminittr .• ative policies and procedures are in file on Administrative 
~ Other Directfves & Orders, Hqs, USAFOX, and two hqs manning charts 
'are among ~-• USAFOX Field Records. On the reduction to two MP comp~nies 
and the reduc bn of the guard at Baxter Hall, see (C) USAFOX Colmland Jeport 

1for 01000/S N vemher, Thru 3~400S November 1962, 9 Dec 1962, p. 5; (C) 
:ibid. (01/00 1~ - 31/24005 Dec 1962), 4 Jan 1963, P• 3; (C) msg, DA · 
•(Abrams, AD~. ) to CGUSCONARC, 04/1442Z Dec 1962 (DA 922387); msg, Abl'ams 
/-for ODCSOP ~for Clifford /-Clifton_/, 02/19382 N~v 1962 (DA 320967}; 
and (C) msg, "cJem to idem, 10/1650Z Nov 1962 (DA 921518). Each of the; 
latter two Iruf1S was afiSPecial Report" to the White House. 
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l5.(~USAFOX Comnand Report~ ll.J· Nov 1962, p. 3; ibid,~ 9 Dec 1962, 
p •. 5; ibid. (01/000lS - 31!2400S Jan 1963), 9 Feb 196:3,1i'p. :~ and 4; 
ib:td. ""tlff;OOOlS - 31/24008 Mar 1963), 1 April 1963, p. 4;: and 
rc;r1nsg, couSAFOx to GGUSCONARC:~ 27/022SZ Coct 1962_7. 

16, (C) -Msg, COUSAFOX tc~ AWR, 22/1805Z roct 1962 7; (C) msg, 
idEu& to DA {attn: Abrams), 30/0lSOZ Oct 1962 (i)AIN 28288~'); (C) msg, idem 
t'OA1o&~ 05/2330Z /-Oct 1962 7; and (C) msg, idem to idem 1, .13/l435Z 
roct. 1962 7. "Weekly Coordination M<?•eting•'=W.i'S" anot'f.i:e'r nam:~ given the 
WeE~kly meeting. 

17. See. (FOUO) DASitRepNo, 16·-62 (as of !J?/1800;. ED'JC, Oct 1962); 
ibild., (C) No. lB-62. (as of 09/0500 Oct 1962}, CJ) Par. 2; and ;jJllit·, 
No. :~9···62 (as of 09/lBOO Oct 1962) e 

18. See: ibid., No. 55-62. (au of 30/0!"!00, ED'f, Oct 196:2); USAFOX 
C~tln.a.nd Report:,--ur-Nov 1962, lL .{!, and the Statement of Facts in the Niglia 
cafle, cited be. low. 

19. See ltr, Vance to Stennis, 31 ,Jan :~963~ ind Stat,~tnent ,of 
Faets concerning the Firing of a Shot by ·':!. ~1uld:Ler on Duty at the University 
of Mississippi on 30 October 1962, in file on. Investigations .. Als'o see the 
Investigation File of Dominick Nigl:La in the 0Jcfo.rd .Field Reeords; and (C) 
msg, DA (Carey for TJ.AG) to CGUSCOliU\RC and otb.;~rs, 23/2315Z Nov 19152 (D.A . 
9220!l).. Dean Love oJEfe-red to testify· in Higlin 1 s behalf if the soldier 
should_ be court-martialed. (C) Hsg, Keller to i\.VJR, 06/1B45Z ,roct 1962 7. 
Aho see memo for red, sub: Tel.econ -:- Mr .. Com:ad Philos,, JAG?Lt Col Gordon 
Jung, 14/1425 Nov 62, 14 Nov 1962, in file on l!t1emoranda of Ccmversations 
(Sep 1962 - ). 

20. USAFOX Command Report~ Ui· Nov 1962~ p. 3; ibid., 9 Dec 1962, 
p. 2; USAFOX SitRep No. 86 ~ 01/0lOOZ /-Oct 1962 7; (c') nu:ig, COUSAFOX to 
Wru~eler, Ql/1036Z roc::t 1962 7; and (C) tusg~ DiC(Abi;aJ!lS, ADCSOPS), a special 
repol:"t, Ol/1801Z Nov 1962 (DA 9210iJ.6). . 

. 

21. ~~· Fact Paper, p. ~.~~_(rev ~3 A~r 1~63?; USAFOX Command Report, 
9 Dec 1962, pp. 1, 2, 3, 4; andl ~1?.:~~~·, (C) 4 Jan -96:3, p .. 2. 

22. Memo, .AbraJns to Lindeman, 17 Dec 1962, cy in file on Coumanding 
Generals & Other Key :Person1.1el. 

23. (FOUO) Mem1:>, Lindeman ·to Abrams 9 sub: Replacerment for CO, Army 
Forces in Ox:fc,rd_. Mis1sis~ippi, n.d •• in file ibid.; Ullamo for red (by 
Jablonsky), sub: CO o:E Troops, Oxford, Hissis'SipPi, 31 DE~c 1962, c;y in file 
ibid.; (C) mag, COUSAFO~ to AWE~, 12/0SlOZ /-,Jan 1963 7; and 1nsg, COUSAFOX 
toAWR, _16/l520Z Jan t963, indicating the efi;ective time of 1t:he ®~geQyer 
as 16/08458 Jan 1~63. All Keller' :s responsibilities and authority passed 
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' 
to Hodges ~£$n Hodges assumed c0111118nd, according to msg.&. DA (Abrams for 
DCS~PS). to Foo.scoNARc. (for Hodge~), . 02/~321Z Jan 1963 t_ D4 ?23204 _7, 
cy ~n f1le~ w~th penc~Jed marks ~~d1cat1ng later use, mutat1s mutan~~s, 
in designa~ing-Lynch to replace Hodges. (Regraded FOUO; then regra3id 
UNCLAS by~'941560, l8/2109Z Oct 1963 because of p~blication.) c:. msg, D. 9.27~15. See also the .,Biographical Sketch" of Hodges in 
f~le on C . ndmg Generals & Other Key Personnel. 

24. ~tr, Wheeler to Keller (through CG 2d Inf Div), 14 Feb 1963, 
cy ibid. 
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CHAPTER VII 

U.S. ARMY PORGES OXFORD 1 JANUARY -· JULY 1963 

befol~e Col. Hodges relieved Col. Keller, 1'1eredith issued a statement that 

he would not register for the sec:ond semester, 'ltJhieh Hould be~gin in February, 

unless there were "very definite and positive changes to makE~ my situation 

more conducive. to learning." This statement Get off somE~ criticism of the 

Univ1::-rs ity by the Attorney General in Washington and seem.s also to have 

set off a new wave of harassment and disorder at the University, where 
1 

the Chancellor called a meeting on 11 January t.o discuss the situation. 

It was this general situation into \.Jhich Hodges stepped.. There was 

continuous harassment of Meredith l:hruugllOut 3anuary ·-- insulting language, 

fireworks, and stamping of feet, rapping on glasses, and the use of 

crc:>wding tactics in t:he cafeteria. 1'he only physical violen<ce in that 

month, however, were ·the slashing ·::>f a tire and the br-eaking of the 
2 

radio antenna on Meredith's car 0 

1'1eredith.' s departure at i:he end of the semester was "quiet and 

orderly," Col .. Hodges reported, and upon Heredith 1 s return for the second 
3 

semester, for which he decided to register, the students r<eceived him 

with "complete indifference." Col. Hodges concluded that: that was 

furthe~r evidence that the UnivE~rs ity had taken "effectiV42~ measures" 

to maintain discipline on the eampus. 

Not knowing what to expe1:!t upon Meredith 1 s return, however, the 

University on the one hand and Col. Hodges and the marshals on the, 

othEr made plans in anticipation of possible trouble, taking advantage 
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of same lessons, learned in the September/October Oxford riot. Col. Hodges 

gave his c~ ''intensified training in riot control and use of chemical 

111..1,11itions and e9uipment." He also planned the use of the water hoses of 

two decontamination vehicles that could generate considerable water 

pressure. Plan~ed and maintained during registration were roof-top 

security and sutveillance on the campus. Procured for use were shotguns 

and also on hanp were battery-powered portable loud speakers and 

diaphragm-type ~gas masks. Hodges wanted to replace, and apparently later 

did replace, all CN gas with OS in the conviction that CS gas was better 

ttlan CN, burni~ grenades of which some rioters had thrown back during the 

September/October riot. Thus his troops would have the most effective gas 
' ; 

~ 

without being ;onfused about which to use. In planning for possible trouble 

at the beginni.Jt.g of the new semester, however, Washington wanted the troops 

to have both k~ds, although Secretary Vance wanted CS used first. In 
! 

addition, Armyplanners had earmarked troops that could reinforce Rodgee 
4 

and the marshajs if necessary, 
~ 

and Lt. Col. Thomas J. McGuire, of the 

General Staff, went to Oxford as a representative of the Chief of Staff and 

~he Department~ Fortunately, there was no trouble. 
~ 

A notab~ development as the new semester got under way at The 
', 

University of ~ississippi was that a second Negro student sought 

admission to ~e University. He was Dewey Roosevelt Green, Jr., 

a twenty-two-~ear-old fo~r student at the Mississippi Vocational 

College for N~groes. Although he was not admitted because of his grades, 

his case, while it was pending, received attention from Col. Hodges and 
5 0 

the Army. 
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After the tr.ouble.-f:ree beginning of t:he new semester, Col. Uodge:s 

~~oncluded that the probability of a recurrence ";:>f mass dtamonstrations 

Jprotest.ing the presence of Mr. Meredithv' at the Un.ivers ity was "n,~gl igible 

in vie101 of the positive stand taken by the Un.i..v\;rsity11 during th1e recent 

;registration period. Nev,ertheless 1, th•z.re remain:;d ' 1the possibility of 

.an overt act of protest by individuals or small groups .. " \olhat H1odges 

actually had in m:lnd, Col. Jung explainE~d, ,,yas sou12one shooting l~redith. 

For such am eventuality Hodges sought approval of a plan to cord•on off 

the campus to preyent egress and to detain any pe.rson attempting to leave 

the campus until 1narshals could take custody. Ttlis plan rec1e~ived pranpt 
6 

interi.Jm approval. 

were no serious disturbances as Col. Hodges g t.our of duty ran on, incidents 

persisted -- insulting remarks, firecraekers, the: dropping of two bags of 

water, c•ne~ of whitch struck Meredith# at le,ast on€> threat on l~1eredith' s 

life, th.e hurling of rocks at military vehicles, the finding of a molo·tov 

cocktail in the alert platoon area and another in a military vehicle, 

and bomb threats. In his cOlllmand repor1t:s for January and February, 

issued in early February and March, resjpectivelys, Hodges recoumended "that 

close-in surveillance • • . and guard O)perations be gradually withdrawn, 

giving lO<!al enforcement agencies more and more CJpportuni.ty to take over 

their re~spons ibil ities fo•r maintaining la"1 and order." As t:Lme went by, 

however, \dthout the loca1l law enforcement agencies coming forward, 

Col. Hodges must have bec:ome somewhat pessimi.sti.c. In any case, in his 

last twcl cOillllSnd reports, issued in April and May, he rec!ommLcande~d "that 
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close-in surveUlance and guard operations be maintained until local 

• • • agencies ~ndicate they are prepared and willing to take over 

their responsil:jilities for ••• law and order." 
7 

Claims a~1inst Federal Government. --· Among the significant matters 

that came up d~ring Col. Hodges' tour of duty in OXford were some claims 

made against the Government. One of these, a claim for $2,475, grew out 

of an Army hel+copter crash on 8 January 1963 and the complaint of Mrs. 

*rman D. Webster of Oxford that on the morning of 31 January (the day 

of registratioh at the University) an Army helicopter missed her house 

on Lamar Street by only a foot and frightened her so that she fell and 

broke her shoqlder. The Army's side of it was that this helicopter was 

~aking a reco~aissance following a report that 1,000-2,000 persons were 

camped approximately ten miles south of Oxford, and that it had followed 

• 8 
Lamar Street ~t never at an altitude of less than 1,500 feet. 

Another tlaim of that same period was Mississippi's claim that the 

planes that l~ded at the University-Oxford Airport at the time of the 

riot and afte~wards damaged the single runway to the extent of $256,000. 

Col. Hodges reported after accompanying Justice officials on an inspec-

tion trip at 'the Airport that it appeared to him, a layman in airport 

construction and "somewhat prejudiced," that "with the exception of one 

area approx~ately 100 yards in length, all repairs on the runway appear 

. 9 
to be needed· as a result of nonnal usage and weather." 

Removal; to a New Campsite. The most frustrating of the problems 

Col. Hodges faced during almost his first two months in command at Oxford, 
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aside from those that could be described as largely routine, was the 

:proble1n of getting his co1tnmand intC> its own quarters. This problP..m 

'i>lent back to Col. Keller's first duys in COO'Il,uand in Ocrtobe.r 1962 and 

its solution was thought desirable,. for one thing, in order to g.e·t the 

troops into SomE! kind of a temporary camp that would be suitable for 

winter living. Finally, Col. Hodg•~s succeeded as March 1963 brought 

delightful spring weather to the Hagnolia State. \\That by itself was 

hardly a problem at all got caught up i.ne;vitably in Mississippi's 

harassme:nt of the Federal Government. Consequently, Hiss iss ippi critics 

always read "permanent" for "temporary" and prof,~ssed to see in "permanent" 

quarte:ra an indication that the Army would be. fastened upon t.he. state 

for ne~body knew how long,, While a legal roadblock went up to prevent 

access to an Airport sitE~, Capt. Falkner did what he could to gelt. the 

RegularB out of the Armory and off its grounds, because their presencE~ 

there naturally interfered with the (~uard tis use of the b ·1 ~ · 10 
, Ul c;.lng .• 

M1~anwhile, since removal of troops from the practiee field during 

Col. Keller's tour, the Oxford forces had been using several different 

locations. Part of them were in a tent camp adjacent to thel Annory, 

where both Cols. Keller and Hodges had their headquarters. Most of them, 

howev•ar, were in a tent camp at the Univers ity-Oxfonil Aicpo1c·t, 1;.1hich in 

January became Camp Mosely as a tributl:l to the sense of humor of Lieutenant 
11 

Mosely of the i'l6th Military Police Battalion. In addition, there was 

an alert platoon in The Hole near Baxter Hall, as there had been from. the 

beginning, and a portable shower unit occmpied an area near the (J .S. 

Agricultural Sedimentation Laboratory, about a mile east of the Airport. 
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At ijhe outset, the Army considered four possible sites for its 
J 

Oxford cctnp - the Airport, the Annory, a farm area on Route 314, and 

the Holly Springs National Forest. The Adjutant General of Mississippi 

would not; agree to the use of the Armory and distance or access bottle­

necks ru~ out the Route 314 and the National Forest sites, leaving 

only the ~irport, which the Government reasoned it had a clear legal 

right to ~se under the President's Executive Order 11053 of 30 September 

1962 witrtut a "lease or other written doctm1ent for land use." Melrl-

while, it continued to use the Airport, the Armory, and the shower area 

near the Sedimentation Laboratory, as well as the Alert Platoon area on 

the campup. The plan was to build a temporary camp in an area of about 

ten acres: in the southwesten1 part of the Airport, move the approxiJnately 

' 100 men :ijr'an the Armory, and consolidate the command, except for the 

Alert Pl~'toon, in this camp. As proposed, this camp would be "minimal 

and tempdl:-ary, consisting of twenty-five winterized tents ••• with 

wooden flpors and frames and with stoves for billeting the troops." 

There woJ.d also be thirteen temporary quonset huts for logistical -pur­

poses. Hbating and cooking facilities would be field-type. Electtlcal 

work was ~o be "austere." All construction was "to avoid any q.ppearance 
i 

of long tl;!nure." 

' Finally, on 30 November 1962 Secretary Vance approved these plans, 

as a minot construction project to cost an estimated $118,000, and the 

Office of; the Secretary of Defense gave its approval on 3 December. A 

private cpnstractor, Inscho's Mechanical Contractors of Birmingham• 

Alabama, fould perform the construction, which would cost S89,000 of the 

total amo\lllt. It was to begin on 7 January and be canpleted about 28 

February f963.12 
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On 5 December Keller learned from Mayor lf!:lliott of OxfOJ~d that 

part: tJf his camp was on a Little. League ball p.ark that belongE~d to the 

city, which had not consented to ita use by the Army. Consequently, to 

maintain reasonably ant:lcable relations, th~~ O~tford Eorees movE~d within 

the A:cmory property U.a:nits when they found out t\Jhat they lllere.. The 

National Guard, of course wanted the Arw.ory back, and ()n 1 January 

196:~ the Miss is sippi Board of Trustm~s of State Institutions of Higher 

Learning demanded that the Army vacate University prop1~rty and not 

"proc1~ed with construction plans f01~ permanen:i: troop support facilities" 
13 

on University property .. 

In early January 1963~ Secretary vanee had a let·ter conc:::E~rning the 

billeting plans1 from Ralph B. Ramsey 1 Associate General C<mruH~:L, United 

States General Accounting Office~ :in response to which Vance d•~scribed the 

minimal construction that was neceB s;:JLry. He regretted that troops had 

to be kept ne.ar the campus, but had to say that "their continue.d presence" 

would be "necessary" until there \~as "adequate assu.ran•ce of full compliance 

with the orders of the Federal c~ou:rts pertaining to th1c attendance of 
14 

Mer1e.dith at thE~ University." 

Under e~xisting plans the eonstructi.on that had been contracted for 

would hardly be completed beforE~ spring weather crune to Mississippi, but 

now eve.n it was denied the Army:, for on. 15 January a Mississippi state 

court enjoined the contractor, and directed him to stop the work of 
' 

which he had completed six perc,~nt. 'l'he Army then negotiated a 

termi.nation of the contract and sought some other E;olution of the 
15 

problem. 



Meanwhi}¥, living conditions were bad for the troops at Oxford, 
~ 

~specially fa~ those in the now more-than-ever restricted space of 

the Armory grquQds, where general-purpose tents housed about one-third 

of the comman~. The Armory itself housed the headquarters officers and 
n 

the staff offipes, but was also about one-third given over to the National 
j 16 

Guard, which ~nted it all back. 
~ 

In the aourse of investigating the possibility of a camp at the 
~ 

Sedimentation :!Laboratory, Col. Hodges learned that the Forest Service 

held an option, an slightly more than fifteen acres of land adjacent to 

~he Chambers ~anufacturing Company about a mile south of the University 

campus. Hodg~s found that about twelve acres of the total would be 
~ 

1.1sable for a q~p and "far better" for such purposes than the Airport. 
ij . 

If this land dauld be used work could be started quite soon. The deed 
) 

lo it had app1r~ntly been prepared and all that was lacking to take up 

~he option wa1 a check for $15,000, the purchase price. No time was lost 

in making thi~ sum available after Col. Hodges' report and recommendation 
~ 

reached Washi~gton early on 22 January, and the land was quickly purchased. 

fhe tentative~plan was for the Army to use the land under an 

tnter-depart~ntal usage agreement, but although Secretary Vance approved 

the use of thJs new site, nothing was to be done until at least 30 
' ' 

January, and terhaps not then. Meanwhile, Vance turned down the 

SedimentatianjLaboratory site and the Army located and apparently 
' 

considered tw~ possible sites in the Holly Springs National Forest. 
17 

When, finally. authorization for the new camp on the land adjacent to 

the Chambers p~pany was given and construction was about to begin, it 

began to rai~ 
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Rain and mud on 1 March and mud <)n UK: followin9 day prcvnn ':ed 

advance work on t.he campsite. On 3 MtHTh •.til r:\dv.~nc<• fHt'ly l't·ont Lhr· 

70th Engineer Battalion, which h.::-td buLL i:. LlJr:> Lent c:iLy for the rrt.:\r5halt:, 

closed in OXford, and K.ristoferson, stiLe. i:he bah:alion commander, 

al thou~Jh now a l:Leu tenant col one 1, -::1 so a:ccivcd. Th~~ s was a consequence 

of a dE~c:Lsion to have the new Ca.Jitp bc::1 1 t bv (:_[!,~ i\:cmy Enc; inee~rs, with the 

help of the troops in Oxford, in;ct.:c:c:-c, of by a pr:Lvatc contractor. Maj. 

Jimmy Sutton of the U. S. Anny S.·catc~9ic Comntun:i_cations Command, also 

arrived in Oxford to arrange for "c:nnU.m.1ous axtd adequate corrununication" 

while the troops moved to thc: nev-I c.:nnp. Jv;.:':c'll'I\vh:L~e, :cain con tim.:.ed to 

hamper construction, and it rc-1.in,2d on 4, 5, 9, 10, and ll !Vlarch. The 

rain w::ts especially troublesCJrne bccau:oe of the :1c.ture o:E the soil and 

the fact: of a VE~ry high water ldLh~, Cml::.;ecg.Ient::.y the construction 

took perhaps twice as long as p:~c:rrJner:L 'l'he x:aj __ n also hampered restora-

tion work at the Airport and the Anw:;ry" 

r:-espi te the rain the work \vent 3.head and ty mic.day of 13 111arch 

over two-thirds of the OXford troops vvere billeted c1t the r.ew :s:L te, and 

on 16 March Col. Hodges could report thct although the camp wa:s not yet 

entirely finished all of his troops (excepting 9 preswnably, the Alert 

Platoon and a small security guard at the Airport) vJere quartered and 

taki.n9 their meals there. Following consolidation of the two principal 

camps:l. tes into one, nev.r standard operating procedures went into effect 

for what somebody amon9 the enlisted men called "Camp Paradise." It is 

worth noting that final construction and restor:ation costs totalled only 

$51 1,000, which was $6 7 1, 000 less than the original amount approved by the 

18 
Secretary of De~fense for the Airport camp on vvhich construction was stopped. 
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Replac~t of Colonel Hodges. -- When Col. Jung was in Oxford 
': 

while the ne,w camp construction was under way, Col. Hodges, who had 

been statioqled there for over two months, brought up the matter of his 

replacement. On 19 March, after Hodges had moved his troops into Camp 

Paradise, Jyng prepared a memorandum for Col. John w. Paddock of the 
i, 

OOCSOPS recqmmending transfer of the command to a new man on 1 May. 

General Whe~ler approving, Col. Paddock thereupon requested Personnel 

to nominate.a replacement for Col. Hod9es. 

Acting promptly, the Office of Personnel Operations selected 

Col. William R. Lynch, Jr., an infantry officer, who was at that time 
~ 

chairman of the Company Tactics Committee of the Command and Staff 

Department P1 The Infantry School at Fort Benning. On 13 April the 

Secretary of the Army approved Lynch's nomination. Presumably it was 

then approv~d by the President. Col. Hodges would be required to 

assure Genetal Wheeler, as Col. Keller had had to do, that his sue-

cesser was ~'fully indoctrinated and conversant with operations and 

19 local peop~" before the change of command could take place. 

Col. ~ch arrived in Oxford on 19 April and Col. Hodges set 

about read:iflg him into the operation and perrni tting him gradually to 

take over tihe reins, just as Col. Keller had done when Hodges had first 

arrived. He introduced Lynch to Chancellor Williams and various other 

University .:and ll'lited States officials, and gave him, in less than a 

week, "a tliorough orientation of the city of Oxford, the University. 

campus and . the Oxford area in general.. " He briefed Lynch on the assigned 
!! 

mission an~ on priorities in the use of force, which remained the same, 
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and he briefed him on the: past operati.o1n.s and experiences of the command 

the or·gnn:lzation and operation~;; of the !~'i;;;;.f!,: u~c:i::Lnttt of his headquart.ers. 

In Col. H<)dges 1 opinion, Lynch W'a~; i.>l!ii. a::?t ,,,;::.d t:HJOn exh:Lbited "a good 

understanding oJE the problems invol•vecl, the ii.{;t;.;lu~; operandi oJ~ the command 

and the c<>ncept of operations eonduct::od b.::. date!' B'in,11ly, WE~ll satisf'ied, 

Col. Hodges infor1med the DepartmEnt on 29 Apt·H t.tat !["ync:h was now ready 
20 

"to assume complete commcmd." 

A~: Col. Hodges' tour appr.oact<ed. it~; end thtr;.gs had largely settled 

down t.o a routine in Oxford, d1 :Lneideai~G EJtD.l continued to occ:ur 

future.. Elsewhere, however, G itui:ii::LoLs o;;;reca developing that would assume 

ominous proport.ions and tend ·to push O:;d.:oni ioxc· th;~ background. In e:arly 

called up<m to intervene in less than t.1~m >Je.eks ~~.:, troubles Bteuming from 

a vote:r r1~gistration drive in Green\vood.~ li~liss iss :~ppi~ while :Ln Alabama 

trouble~! over segregation were d'cvelopi.ng in Apr·jLJ that \1irould lead to 

diffic:ult:les of the first magnitud1c. :i.n Birmingham and to the use of troops 

at both TuscaloQsa and Huntsville in J'un~; "'hen 'I'he University of Alabama would 

have to admit two Negro students to its 'l~uscf!.lOC>S<:c campus and one Negro 

atuden.t to its Huntsville: branch. Just.ice-A:ony planning that grew out 

of the: Greenwood troubles. would mark Gre~mwood, although the1re 'W10Uld be 

no Jus.tLce/At:11Ily intervention there at t.nat time, <:1s an hi.sto1ric turnirtg 

point in the recent histc•ry of the Fecie.raJL Ge>vernment us role in civil 
21 

disturbances, and, front the 1Lrmy' s point of' viE~w ~ its new planning 

would make its Alabama operations in J'ml.li~ procee.d very su:tooth.ly i.ndeedl. 
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Col. Hqd~es turned over command of the Oxford forces to Lynch, in 

the midst of such a developing situation, as of one minute past midnigllt, 
22 

Oxford time, 1 May 1963. 

Colonef ~ynch and Approaching End of School Year. -- The end of 
r. 

the University's second semester was approaching as Col. Lynch assumed 
' 

command on liMay. In May student attitudes toward Meredith seemed largely 

unchanged aqd incidents continued to occur-- catcalls, insulting remarks, 

the splatte~ing of his Thunderbird with eggs, firecrackers at one of the 

fraternity Jouses, and the "kidding" remark of a student named M, H. Pitman, 

III, that ht had "come to kill Meredith." An unfortunate and potentially 
" 

serious inc~dent occurred in downtown Oxford on 18 May, when three uaiden-

tified Negqoes assaulted a University freshman from Laurel, Mississippi, 

and a smal. crowd gathered. The city and campus police stepped in, 

however, afd dispersed the crowd without further trouble. Despite these 

incidents,. Col. Lynch thought in May that "student reaction against 
. 23 

Mr. Meredi~h lessened." In that same month, Col. Lynch worked hacd at 
24 

promoting ~ood relations with the University and Oxford communities. · 

Que1tions Concerning the Army's Visibility and Presence. -- At the 

very begi;ning of Col. Lynch's command, Washington secured his opinion on 

several ptss ible courses of action --· the possibility of reducing the 

number of, troops on the campus on or about 1 June, of putting trooms in 
' 

civilian press, or of replacing them with marshals. This whole question 

of the a~arance or visibility of the Army on the campus related to a 

summer p~ogram that would bring to the University campus from over the 

nation 2t000 or more girls ranging tn age from nine to twenty-two. 
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the pl~o::~pect of t.he Army'' s presenc.e on th;a campus 1 where it ·~ould be 

notic,~d by all these girls, disturbed some pf:!rsons in Mi1>sie1sippl. who 

thought the Army would m:ar th~ University 1 s imaJle for th~~se young vis:Ltors. 

Ir1 Col. l.ynch' s vi1cW the ex:Lsting trcHYiJ ~:n.::cc"ngth at the b1~ginning 

of May, 300 men (thirty-one offic.::~rs and 269 eniisted men), was the 

"miniiiilUm required" for performing his mission, although he thought that 

with the reduced enrolment of a stmlllie:c session he. might modify his 

operations so as to make the Anny 1
' s pnosence. l<Sss conspicuous. One 

proposal that he made and carried. out tJas the substitution of three 

sedans for the three jeeps in the Peanut Pat:c·ol. The. Alert Platoon in 

The Hole was not visible from the ca:.pu::, 1 but h0;, exp~octed t>O be able to 

reduce it to a squad if Mer·ad:Lth got f,am:Lly hou.s ing (which he did not), 

becausE~ Meredith would then be rP.lativ,a1y close to the Army's mlain camp. 

Meanl\lhth .. the guards ins:ide Baxter H<:cll '(,;ere not visible, frc>m the stre•et, 

and he thought it might be possible after the smrm,zr session began to 

dispe~nne during daylight hours with the walking guard post outside Baxter 

which had been established to protect BaYter 1 s "blind side."' He. found the 

possibility of camouflaging the Army's p:cese~nc(~ by putting troops in 

civili.3.n dress objectionable on several groundt~ and he did r1ot think 

that the marshals could take over in plaee of the soldiers witlwut "a 

greater:- number Clf marshals and more de.pth in their present con~nunications 

syste.m.''' He added that the local marshals doubted that Justic1~ "could 

produce a sustained capability from a personnel standpoint," but he said 

that such a plan might ·work. He thought such an ide~a was t;he '"product 

of a:n optimistic outlook," however, for the situation in O:H:ford was "still a 

bitt•er pill" that all the sugGJ.r eoating possible could not make palatable. 
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It waa ~interesting and revealing that in talking with Dean Love 
~ 

about possib~ steps to make the Army less conspicuous on the ·campus, 
1! 

Love asserte1 that as things stood he really had to search for evidence 

of the Army'~ presence. Concerning the use of sedans in place of jeeps 

in the Peanu11j Patrol, Love said that it would be "nice" if the change 

' 
were made, ~ that it should be made only if Lynch thought it proper, 

~ 

for "he had rf> requests to make in this regard whatsoever." Indeed, in 

response to ~ 4irect question from Col. Lynch, Love said that neither be 

nor the ChanJe~lor was concerned about the effect of the Army's presence 
t ' 

on the girls ~ho would be on the campus. He added that both he and tbe 
.~ 

Chancellor a~reed upon the necessity for having the A~ present. Lynch 
r 

therefore do~bted seriously that the desire to make the Army less 
~ . 25 

conspicuous ~ecause of the girls originated with the University. 
~ 

About ,h~ee weeks earlier General Abrams had approached the Office 

. of the Judge !~Advocate General "for an opinion concerning the possible 

allegation" ~hat the Army had stayed in Oxford longer than circumstances 

required. Iq reply, Maj. Rouilliard, chief of the General Law Branch, 

Military AffJirs Division, stated that under the existing executive 
~ 

order of 30 ~eptember 1962 the Army would have to remain in Oxford until 
~ 

there was no~~re danger of obstructions to the court orders in the Meredith 
F -

case -- "as 4 practical matter until the President decides that they •ould 
~ -

, be withdrawn~" Under the executive order referred to, the Secretary of the 
~ 

Army had full ~eiegated authority to terminate the Army's operations £8 
f. -

' 
Mississippi, ibut of course he would not do it without Presidential approval, 

l 
~ 

. which, he ga1hered from a recent statement of the Attorney General, would not 
y 

·be forthcomitg until there were "adequate assurances from the Governor of 
~ 26 

·Miss iss i.ppi..1 
01 
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The Army having so much of the re;s:ponsib:!.lity 1 of course, would 

be expe(:ted to advise on the matter, and! General Wh(~eler, as Chief of 

Staff, was naturally concerned. As a cc:msequence, on Saturday, 4 May, 

he went over a draft memorandum that t::>ut:U.ne.d the Army's minimum 

requ.irements for assuring that Meredit:h 1 s attendance at thB University 

would not be .interfered! with.. 'l'hese. 'WE~re tne Baxter Hall guard, the~ 

Aler·t Platoon, the Peanut Patrol, the aviation detachment of 01ne fixed-wing 

airc:raft and four helic:opters 5 and the. main body of tn:lops at. the base camp. 

It l.iuted the incidents1 that had oeeurred sinc:e 3 April, tn•ost c,f which were 

"unknown to the general public." Included we:n;;. at least six bc•mb threats 

and the explosion of a homemade dev:i.ee at Sam ll.all thai: blew C>llt siJc window51. 

In vitaw of these incidents ·the Army could for~;;:£Jee 11 no :ilnme;diatEl substantive 

chang•e in its current operations." 

The memorandum then outlined, i.n the first place., the conditions 

that ·would halVE! to be tuet before the Anny \muld cem.ove its1 soldiers from 

the campus (but not frtJm the base c,;unp). TheBe included a guard at Baxter 

Hall, a mobile security guard, and a ready ah:::t·c fo.rce -- all "composed 

of recognized llaw enforcement personnel • • • equal in strength to the 

replace.d Army elements." Also, the court ordter directing Men?.dith' s 

attendance would have to be enforced, Heredith r.vould have to "be protected 

from bodily harm" "at all times," and the Univ'2rsity would have to deal 

stric:tl.y with :students interfering ~"ith I:-~reClith 1 fl education. The Chancellor 

would have to make these commitments in writing endorsed by the Board of 

Turst:ees, to the Secretary of tltle Army in support of a formal Mississippi 

reqUElSt for the removal of the troops from tb.E~ camJPus pro];>er. It would also 

have to be understood that the pre~:•ent strength of Federal marshals would 

not: be decreased. 
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In the se~ond place, the draft memorandum laid down the conditions 

under which thelA~ would withdraw all its forces from Oxford, 

Mississippi. T~ese would include all the force provisions that would 

have to be guarpnteed for withdrawal from the campus proper, and they 

would have to ~ guaranteed by the Governor in a written communication 
! 

tq the Presidenf in which he would endorse the commitments of the 

Cl\ancellor and the Board. In addition, he would have to "earmark a 
, '! 

b~ck-up force o1t no less than 150 law enforcement personnel" that would 

r~spond "to any:j request by the Chancellor of the University. It 

General ~heeler, in a short, informal memo remarked that the Army's 
~ 

mS,ssion in Oxfqrd, "to remove obstructions to the Court order," meant to 
~ 

him "to secure ;M$redith from bodily harm or harassment. Broadly speaking," 

he said, "if t'e Mississippi officials take on this chore, we can be 

rflieved of it. If they don't, we can't." With that in mind, he was 

~thered by tht Army's Oxford organization for protecting Meredith, fiDr 
!; ij 

ap he saw it, 'the Feds are still providing close-in protection, the 

University the;outer cordon, the Army the strategic reserve. With this 
' ' 

division of repponsibilities and tasks, the Army cannot guarantee 

Meredith's secrrity ~we are still on the hook." Therefore, he thought 

~hat there shoJ,lld be but "one set of preconditions," which "should be such 
' ~ 

.hat, if met, ~he Federal Government would relinquish "the task of 
. . . 27 

trotecting Meqeclith to appropriate state authorities." 
j~ 

PresumaQly rewritten to conform to Wheeler's views and approved up 
g 

the line, theifinal draft of this memorandum, prepared by Col .. .Jung, bore 

~he date 7 Maj 1963, and read as follows: 
' 
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The policy of the Army has been to per:f~rm its mission 
with the minimum number of troops necessary and to vacate 
the campus and the city of Oxford as soon as .it is unnec.essary 
to employ troops to enforce the. f'(~deral court orders, It 
would be possible~ to remove all Army troops from Oxford . • . 
if the necessary assurances axe g:Lven by appropri~ate. University 
and State officials that they are capab:i.~a of assuming th.e. 
responsibilities now fulfilled by th.e Army. To determine 
whether its troops could be removed, the Army would require 
information about the prec:autions that wmld be take~n to assure 
the physical saf•~ty of Meredi-l:h .••. 

Finally, the Army would require adequate written assurances 
from appropriate University and State officic:;ls that th'e orders 
of the FE!.deral Courts concerning Meredith wou.ld be ,<,nforced, 
that every reasonable precaution 1~1ould be taken to protect 
Meredith from bodily harm, and t.b.at sufficient fund:s and law 
e~nforcement personnel and equipme~nt \vould be made available to 
accomplish the foregoing. 28 

Secretary McNamara transmitted the subsi:~mce. of thia memoranda 

to Senator John Stennis. On 14 lVlay BJ:::i.g. Gem~r.al Beverley E. Powell, 

Dire(:tor of Operations, ODCSOPS, who for EJOOJ.e t:Lme b.ad bec•en handling 

Oxford matters, instead of General Abrams, also sent the text, ~<:tenso, 

to Col. Lynch so that if he needed to knmv the "Army :posit ion regarding 

withdrawal of Army forces frotn the Oxford ar~.a~" he '"ould ha•~re this 
29 

me1morandum to guide him. 

General Powell followed up hi'l 14 Hay messa~<;e to Col. Lynch 

co,nc:erning the Army's position on troop withdrawal with a message 

drafted by Col. Jung the next day giving Lyneh, for his information, 

the Department's recc,mmendations to Secretary Vance em t'l:te three 

pos:3ible courses of action on which .Justice had asked the Arllly to 

c•Jmment and upon which Lynch had ::eported about t·wo weeks bE:!.fore ·--

the possibility of r•educing the number of troops on the campus, of 

putting so l.diers in mufti, or of replacing them \-lith marshals. 

227 



These recommendations essentially followed those that Col. Lynch 
~ 

bad made; ind~ed they declared that Lynch could foresee no "substantive 

reduction of 1~Y troops at OXford short of a total pullout from the 

Oxford area."~ The regular summer enrolment of 2000-2200 students was 

"still a fora~dable body and when considered in conjunction with" the 

existing atmoqphere at the University, the Army had "no tangible cause 
~ 

for relaxing. 't They vetoed mufti for the soldiers, and they thought it 
,, 

unlikely thati,Justice could provide enough marshals to replace the 

soldiers, butteven if Justice could provide enough marshals, "the Army 

should not withdraw all its soldiers on c~ampus so long as it retains its 

present respo+sibilities. Rather, any replacement should be on a select 

basis and be iointly agreed upon by {"thE~_7 Departments of the Army and 

Justice at th~ Washington level." If Meredith should move to family 

quarters, of .ourse, the guard at Baxter Hall could be eliminated and 

the Alert Plaioon could be reduced to a squad. Lynch's idea for replacing 

the three jee~s in the Peanut Patrol with sedans "would make the patrol 
30 

less conspicu<pus without having any adverse operational implications." 

Such were the preliminaries regarding a possible pullback or a 

withdrawal of troops with which Lynch and his Washington superiors were 

concerned in lhe forepart of May. 

Miscelltneous Oxford Events in Latter Part of May. -- On 17 May 
~ 

Company B, 72fth Military Police Battalion, arrived at OXford to relieve 

Company A of !he 716th in a regular rotational change. Two days later 

Joseph A. Caltfano, Jr., of the Office of the Secretary of the 

~~' and Joht Doar, an attorney of the Department of Justice, 

arrived at L~ch's headquarters for a visit and a 
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discuss ion of trc:~op reduction. On 21 :Ma.y ~ the day of: his li&LSt :Bi:!heduled 

examination, Meredith left Oxford to be gone two >veeks. Be13;inning on 

26 May and continuing until Mered:l.th' s return~ )~:atcter Hall 1;1ould be 

locked, although a military guard would be mai.nt;ained over Neredith's 

room and elsewhere in the building around. th.e clock. The mnrshals would 

"shut down operations in Oxford eompl~~tely" frc)m. 22 May until 1 June, 
:n 

when fifteen marshals would be assigned thert:, 

As early as 11 May the papers, carrying nE:trlS of Missi::1sippi 

politic.s, mentioned the possibility of <:; Nississippi state :smit to 

remove the troops1 from Oxford. :rhen, em 23 Nb1Y~ Mississippi Attorney 

General Patterson asked the Federal Di1:~trict Cortr.t :i.n Oxford to order 
32 

removal elf the troops of Col. Lyneh 1 s eommand. On the same day that 

he rece.ived the ::IUnmons resulting from Patterson's suit, Col.. Lynch also 

received an invitation to attend a faculty luncheon on 31 Mny at which 

Chancellor Williams, Dean Love, and othe.r key faculty members proposed 

to dise:uss "the summer session under Ute worst po13sible conditions." 

possible conditions" were feared because of the possible reaction to the 

probable admission during registration for the suu:mer session of a second 

known Negro to the University. H4a was t:"renty-one-year-old Cleve McDowell 

of Dreliir, Mississippi, who was des,C!ribed as an honor graduat,E~ of Jackson 

State College. He had applied months bef:ore for admission 1:o the 

Univers:ity's law school. On 3 June a ccmrt ordE~r forbid t.l:u~ University 
33 

to de.ny him admission. Although in November 1962 the Ch~1nce.llor had 

expreSEied the hope that a secop,d Negro stude.nt m:Lght enter 1~he Univet·sity 
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34 
While Meredit' was still there, the University was now troubled at 

the prospect lhat a second Negro was about to enter alongside Meredith. 

The Universitt's fears of trouble were ve:ry real because of the Governor's 

opposition to ,,the continued integration of the University, as Col. Lynch 

learned rathef dramatically when Dean Love called him late on the afternoon 
' 

of 29 May to qome i.Dmediately to Chancellor Williams' office. In the 

event of difficulty with the Barnett Administration over McDowell's 

registration, ,Chancellor Williams said that he had "no one to turn to 

but the Army 1 ·~ and again asked Lynch to keep the information confidential. 

Col. Ly .. ch' s own sources of information were rather inadequate just 

then, he said• since the local FBI agent and the marshals were out of ~own, 

and he could JJ,ot find out anything from the marshal in Jackson, other 

than that thiags were "touchy," because the marshal said his hotel 

switchboard h'd been tapped. Army intelligence sources in Jackson, 

however, repotted in the negative as to the "Governor's gyrations." 

Not unt~l after this meeting in the Chancellor's office did 

Lynch know of~icially that he would have the same responsibility 
35 

for McDowell that he had for Meredith. After learning this, 

however, he rtJCOUillended "as a minimum" that an additional military 

police compant should be moved into Oxford by 4 or 5 Jl;lne, that 

a standby for•e be earmarked, and that "c:lose surveillance be 
36 

IDB.intained o~r Mississippi National Guard authorities." 

On 31 M•y, Col. Lynch attended the faculty luncheon to which he 

had been inviled to discuss registration plans for 4-5 June. His 

executive offi,cer and provost marshal accompanied him. Williams, Cle~&1 
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Tatum, and Love, togeth1:!.r with other Univers it.y officials 1 wer~~ there, 

as ~~r~a two FBI agents, but no marshals. He found that the~ University's 

plan~• '~Jere "basically the same as .•• during the initial registration 

last fall and the re-registration in ~January." There would be two 

additional photographers to augm<mt the three regular campus photographers 

who l<Jould photograph for identifi.cat:ion purposes students part:ieipating 

in any demonstrations. Little re~lb.nc:e would be placed on local or state 

poliee for assiSitance OlCl the campus even though liaison with them had 

been effected. Col. LylClch thought that the plan~ in general, appeared 

"sound and within the limited capab:i' .. l:i.tief: c.f the University and should 

work s;rnoothly with the Army keeping in. the background." As for his 

forces, he would operate the Peanut Patrol und :B.s.:l{te.:c Hall guard as usual, 

keeping the re,st of his force ready Eor cc;mmitl'llBnt. Col. Lynch did not 

coum.it his coumand to any actionl, but said that the continl~;ency of the 
37 

Governor's personal appearance on the campua was under study. 

Plans for Summer Registratj~" ··- Col. Lynch now prl1:paDed some 

contingency plans based upon the appearance of the Governor at the coming 

regi.stration. He proposed to maintain his troops in a full. alert status 

from Mionday, ~~ ,June, through Thursday:, 6 June, and "then pn:sented alternative 

Plans RED, WHITE:, and BUJE. He '~specially liked Plan RED, under which he 

would separate the Governor from his ]police esc:ort (who would "be served 

coffee. on the spot") and carry h:i.m off to Jacks;on in a helicopter. This, 

he thc1ught, was "the Army way," but he also li.ked Plan Blue, under ¥lhich 

he W'O\:Lld "out fox the Governor." Washington ncmconeurred :Ln :most of this 

RED, \flUTE, and BUJE planning, but a,pparent ly agreed to a B in:tpler t~To ... part 
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plan in ketping with an Army-Justice memorandum of agreement, which 
·! • 

was not baped prtmarily upon the assumption that Barnett would appear. 
j 

Undet this memorandum of agreement, of which General Abrams sent 

Col. Lynch~a copy for his guidance on 4 June, the Peanut Patrol wou14 

be enlargef and the other elements of his force would be on the alert. 

Justice wo.ld increase the number of marshals at Oxford from twelve to 
) 

i 
twenty andjwould undertake the same escort and surveillance of MCDowell 

on the camtus as was customary in the case of Meredith. If a few state 
~ 

38 

troopers atrived to read a statement for McDowell from the Governor they ,, 

fi 
should be f8tmitted to read it and depart. If state troopers, with or 

5 
; 

without Batnett, should try to prevent: McDowell from registering, tb4 
~ 

marshals w~uld be authorized to overcome such resistance if they could 
;! 

do it safely. Unless the situation were too critical for such decision, 

both Col. ~yach and Doar, who would be: the senior Justice representative 
;r ,, 

on the scezie, should refer the matter to Washington. If University or 

state offi1ials should request assistance from the Army, Col. Lynch would 
~ 

provide it~ but would retain command and control of his own troops. 
~ ,, 

Lynch coul4 employ his force at any time that a clear threat to either 

McDowell oq Meredith developed, but if the menace were not so clear and 
~ 

there was do ~diate threat to McDowell and Meredith, he should report 
l 39 
~' 

the circ~ances and his recommendation. 

Gene~l Abrams clarified a part of the memorandum of agreement for 

Col. Lynch~ telephone. At the same time he also approved Lynch's request 
~ ~ -

to use a T~d A~ photographer to provide a documentary record of any 
~ 

employment ~f troops on the campus. The following day, however, in a 

telephone qonference to complete security plans for the registration, in 
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which Col. Lynch, Doar, Katzenba(~h, and General Abrams participated, 

AbraJillS made a special point of t~::11ing Lynch that 11 the secretary doe.s 
40 

not want any Army photographer u1:~ed unae~r any c~ircuHa tanceH ... 

~anwhile, on the; evening !Of 2 ,June Dean Love called col. Lync.h 

to tell him "some e;ood !'!ews." It ws.s that Clegg had s~~ent two· hours 

with Governor :Barnett, who proposed to s1ave. :Eaee by hav·ing Birdsong, 

the state safety directort come to Oxford with a contingent of some 

thirty state troopers and during rElgistration read .a statGlnent from 

the Governor tc• McDowell. It would be a ::~tate~m.ent in whicltl. the GovE~rnor 

would say he wished McDowell would not attend the Universi:t:y. Love could 

not be sure that there would be sueh a performance~ but it wottld save face 
41 

for the. Governc)r and would not eaa,,;e any troubl(~. 

~egistration. -- Late Tui::~sday evening~ £1- June~ Col.. Lync:h met at 

his headquarters with representativas of the Department of Jm~tice, 

inc.luding th<>s'e of the FBI und the marshal>:>, and of Army Intelligence to 

cootplete and coordinate plans fc>r protecting l~1c:Oowe.ll during registration 

on the morrow •. Force would not be use:d to se,:!.ure his adm:i.ssi,on to the 

Univ1~r:s ity but only tc• protect him. The apprc,ach l-muld b4:~ one of caution. 

The "appearanc.e of thE~ military would be minimized as much as possible" 

on title campus. 

The Oxford forcE~S went on full alert at: eight-fi£te1m, Oxford time, 

Wednesday morning, 5 ~rune, and "remained ready for any contingency'' during 

Mc!Dowell 's registrati1:>n. McDo-.;;rell himself ""Tas under con:tinuous observation 

by Army aircraft from the time he left Jackson until his ard~val at" the 

University, to which he travele~d with four Federal marshals iln two cars. 
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Reports were pccurate and gave early warning of his approach. "Excellent 

radio and teltphone communications insured control and coordination of 
~ 

all units at ftll times." During McDowell • s actual registration, which 

be completed fhortly after three o'clock Wednesday afternoon, the Peanut 

Patrol, the lllfrshals, the FBI, and Army :rriteYiigence all hoo him in sight 

as planned. t~re were no crowds at any time. Indeed, there were present 

only some ~FS of the press and, apparently, a few state officials. 

There were nojstate police cars on the campus, although eight were reported 
:t 

in the Oxford~ vicinity. Governor Barnett did not appear at the University, 

and nobody e~n read a statement for him. ·Meredith did not appear for· 
42 

registration ~ntil the following day. 
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FOOTNOTES TO CHAPTER VII 

l. see various ne.wspa£er a~ccounts of 8 Jan 1963; (C) msg,_cousAFOX 
to AWR, 08/0310Z rJan 1963 7; (C) mag, idem to idem, 08/2~20Z I Jan 1963 7; 
(C) miSg, idem to Idem, 09/2'~25Z./-Jan 19637. Fora cy of t1ere.dith's -
statememt--and his-eiPlanation of-itt see memo for red, sub: Meredith's 
Decision Not to Register for Classes the Second Semester, 07/1100 Jan 1963, 
in filE~ on Memoranda -- General (Jan -· 1963); and (C) m.sg, COUSAFOX to 
RUEPC:R/AWR (for Abrams --·EYES ONLY), Ol/2150Z rFeb 1963]. On the 
Chanc~ellor's meeting, which both Hodges and KeTler attended, see (C) msg., 
idem to ~~ ll/2400Z /-Jan 1963 _7. 

2. See USAFOX Command Report~ 9 Feb 1963, p. 1; penc~iled request 
for vic~ws, cwa rAbrams 7 to Decker~ n. d.; unheaded and unsigned opinion, 
pres\lm.:lb1y of T'JAG /-4 i)ec 1962 7', in file on Memoranda -- Gem~ral (11 
Oct •• Dec 1962);. and mag, COUSAFOX to RUEPCR/AWR, 06/00lOZ rMar 1963 7. - -

3. Memo, Hammond to Abrams, sub: Reduction of Troops in Oxford, 
29 Jan 1963, cy in file on Memoranda -·- General· (Jan - 196:~); and (C) 
msg, CDUSAFOX tc, RUEPCR/AWR, 02/2130Z ~-Feb 1963_]. 

4. USAFOX Coumand Report, 9 Feb 1963, pp. 1, 3-4; (C) mag, COUSAFOX 
to RUEPCR/AWR, 29/0545Z rJan 1963 7; (C) msg, idem to idetn (for Abrams), 
30/0J~20Z /-Jan JL963- closing time-7; (C) msg, idem to idet[; (fc:>r Abrams), 
31/0520Z ... /-Jan 1963 7; memo for red (by Jung), SU'b: Te'i'e"Cc::n -·- Oxford/Army 
War Room, '3'0/1415 Jan 1963, cy in file on Memoranda --General (Jan 1963). 
On Am1y contingency planning for possible trouble at the b4:.ginning of the 
new semester, see (C) memo for red (by Abrams), sub: Oxford, Mississippi, 
24 Jan. 1963; and the. following docs, all ibid.: memo for r1~d (Hammond), 
sub: Oxford Actions, 30 Jan 1963, 30/1000:2'000 Jan 1.963; m1:~mo for red 
(McDan1iel), sub: Oxford • • • Chancellor's Proposed Plan, .30 Jan 1963 
(several cys, some with notations); memo for red (una igned), sub: Oxford 
Actions, 31 Jan 1963, 0730 - , 31 Jan 1963; and (C) rne!Qlo, Powell for 
CSA, sub: Reinforcement/Reaction Times, 31 Jan 1963. Additionally, see 
(C) me~mo (prepared by Rollier), Abrams to CSA, sub: ReinfoJ~cement/Reaction 
Times 1, 1 Feb 1963 (processed) cys in file on Strength &. Status of Forces. 

5. See Dewey R. Greene, Jr., v. Charles D. Fair, et,, al. (1963) in 
8 !!~~ Rel L Rep, 111-15 (1963); memo for red (by Hammond)";Su:b: . Telephone 
Conversation from Department ot ,Justice, 29 Jan 1963, cy :!..11 fi.le on 
Memc,randa -- General (Jan - 1,963); memo f;or red (unsigned), sub: 
Oxfc1rd Mississippi' 3() .Jan 1963, cy ibid.; msg, COUS~FOX tc) AWR (for 
Abramn), 02/0330Z TFeb_l963 7; msg,-f"dem (Hodges) to_idem (for :llowe.ll), 
19/20:~oz rFeb 196'! 7; msg, idem. to idem, l6/2250Z /-Feb 1'993 7; and idem 
to ~~~ (for Abrams), 05/123'0z""?"Feb-f963 7. - -· 

6. (C) Msg, idem to idem (for Abrams -- EYES ONLY), 03/1540Z 
/-FE~b 1963.;;.7, with penciled'Ii'Ota.tions by gcj t_-Jung_7 •. 
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7. USAFOX ~a.mand Report, 9 Feb 1963, p. 4; ibid., 5 Mar 1963, 
pp. l-2, 5; ~·t 1 Apr 1963, pp. 2, 6; ibid., 1 May_l963, pp. 2, 3, 5; 
and pemo, Jung toiPaddock, sub: Oxford, Mississippi I , 7 Incident, 15 
Mar U963, tn filel~ Memoranda-- General (Jan - -19!3), On 
va~rgrift and tte!marsha1s' protection of .Meredith, see_msg, COUSAFOX 
to AWR (for Powel ), 09/2205Z rApr 1963 7. 

; L - -
8. USAFOX ~apmand Report, 5 Mar 1963, p. 4; ibid., 1 Apr 1963, 

p. S; docs in fi1f on Webster Injury Case; and the lOIIowing mags: 
cou~x to AWR, J4/0408Z ;-Feb 1963 7, and idem to idem, 17/2300Z 
rFeib 1963 7. : - - ·- -

9. Mags as~fo11ows: idem to idem (for Powell), 17/1735Z rFeb 1963 7; 
and ii.dem to ~ ~fpr Powefi},19/2lJJOZ {"Fe'b 1963 J, the writer correct iDa 
an oJ;;l'Ous typogrpphical error in the passage quoted from the latter msg. 

ti 

10. On Kelltr's October proposal to move his troops from the practice 
fielp, see memo fpr; red (by Jung), sub: TelecQn -- Oxford/Army war Room 
ronr 7, 25/1845 ~ct 1962, 2& Oct 1962, and memo for red (by Jung), sub: 
Tel~on -- OxfordYArmy War Room (Jung), 26/1100 Oct 1962,_26.Qct 1962 --
bot!\ in file on ~randa -- General (Jan - 1963); and (C) msg, 
COUS!t\FO.· !X to AWR,~ .. · 0330Z {"Jan.l963?.;_7. See also (FOUO) meg, DA (McDonald 
for PcsLOG) to CUfSfONARC, 26/2137Z Oct 1962. _ 

; . 
. On capp: •. Falkner, the Guard, and the Armory, see Falkner's 

Sta-qement, pp. 12f-113; msg, COUSAFOX to AWR (for Powell), 18/1855Z rFeb 1963 7, 
rep~oducing ltr, f~lkner to Att Gen of the u.s. (rcvd 18 Feb), with pencil~­
not;tion; msg, ~to RUEPCR/TJAG and Powell,.25/l7l5Z Feb 1963 
(DA11N 833493); ~· idem to AWR, 27/0035Z {"Feb 1963_7; Press Release, oon·, 
OPA, 26 Feb 1963,1 in-rr!e on Congressional Opinion & Inquiries (II); ltr, · 

rFdb 1963 7, wi !notation by Jung; (C) mag, DA (Powell for DCSOPS) to 
Vanq.e to Stennis~' 6 Mar 1963, ~·; USAFOX SitRep No. 360, 27./00SOZ 

~NARC-and ~s, 27/0026Z.Feb 1963 (DA 925131); and USAFOX Command 
Repqrt, 1 Apr 19 . , p. 5. Also see file on Occupancy of Armory, OXford. 

i 

; 11. On "Caat> Mosely," see msg, COUSAFOX to RUEPCR/AWR, 23/0330Z 
;-J•n 1963 7; andl ~ckground Info~tion, sub: Camp Mosely, ;-5 Feb 1963 7, 
cy ~n file-on Memfrianda -- General (Jan 1963). - -

12. (FOUO) :g, DA (Foster for DCSLOG) to CGUSATHREE and others, 
03/2225Z Doc 1962 CbA 323Q06); (C) memo, Weyand (CLL) to Dep Asst to tbe 
SeaAD, sub: Back R.Material fo~ Secretary McNamer~.-- Use of Troops at 
the!University o ~sisaippi, 16 Jan 1963, cy in file on General Accounts 
(St4tistical S . es, Etc.); and .USAFOX Coamand Report, 4 Jan 1963, p. 4'.., 

. 13. l~l4.A.~·. 1; ibid.~ 9 Feb 1963, p. 2; and (C) msg, .USAKilt to 
AWR, 01/17~/ ~ 196n;" quoting from an article in The Coaaercia1 
Aptfal (Memphis)~ 1 Jan T963. 

f 

14. Ltr, V~ae to Ramsey, 14 Jan 1963, as reproduced in Cong. 
Pact,Paper,. pp. At1.1-1.2 (18 Jan 1963). 
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15. USAFOX Command Report :1 9 F.:~b 19E:i3, p. 2; and msg;, DA to 
ZEN/Go,fENGRS, Ol/1808Z rFeb 196~~ 7. 

16. On conditions under which t:he. troops had to live:, s1e'3 mags as 
follcn;'s: (C) USAFOX to .A.WR (for Abram.e1), 20/0525Z /""Jan 1963 7; and idem to 
~' 22/2125Z ,/Jan 1963 7. - · -

17. (C) msg, idem to idem:, 22/0235G ;-·Jan 1963 7; m::1g, idem to idem, 
27 /00.35Z {'"Feb 1963 r:B'ackgroun<l Infortnati'on, r2.5 Jan 1963? '~y in -m'e 
on MeuLOranda -- General (Jan - .1963); US.AFOX ccnm;Land RIElport, 9 Feb 1963, 
p. 2; ib~., 5 llfar 1963,_p. 2; and ib~~., 1 Apr 196:1, pp. 2-3. 

18. Memo, Jung to Powell, 11 Mar 1963, c:y wi·th pen-and-ink rev1.s1.ons 
in file on Memoranda -- General (Jan ·- 196~;); msg~ COUSAFOX to AWR, 
l6/2200Z rMar 1963 7; and (S) Annual Historical Summary, ODCSLOG, l ,July 
1962 t.o 3'0' June 1963, p. 13S. ;.n addition, sE~e USAFOX COIDIIUand Report, 1 Apr 
1963, pp. 3, 5; ibid., 1 May 196.3 1 pp. 4-5; and the three files on Troop 
Quarters, Oxford, two o,f them contai.n.in~~ a numbe.r of photographs. 

19. On Lynch's selection, see .Jung' s informal; penciled memo to 
Paddo<:k, 19 Mar 1963; u:~emo, Padd,ock to l.indeman, sub: Replacement for 
Col. Hodges, /-5 Apr 1963 7; memo, Ra:nmer to Lindeman, sub:: Replacement 
for Col.. Hodges ••• , 9 Apr 1963 9 ~1/incls, in.eluding Lynch.' s photograph 
and a brief service rec:ord; DF, ODCSPJ~R (by Lindeman) to Ac!tg Dir /Ops, 
ODCS01'S, sub: Replacement for Col Hodge~!, 9 Apr 1963, Y~r/inelsj and memo, 
Paddloc~k to GSA, sub: Re~placement for· Cor£manding Officer, Oxford, Mi.i:J.S iss ippi, 
12 Apr 1963, bearing stamp of Actg C'SA (signed by Newman), 13 Apr 1963, 
reccu~~ending approval, and stamp of apm~ovd by Sec/A (signed by Baldwin, 
Mil Anst to Sec/A), 13 Apr 1963. 'I'hese docs are aU iJJt th1a file on 
CODIIaanding Generals & Other Key Personnel. 

20. See msg, USAFOX rHodges 7 to DCSOPS (for Powell), 24/15CIOZ 
A_er 1963 (DAIN 853727); and-(C) msg:· GOUSAF'OX to AWR (for JE'owe:ll), 29/1745Z 
t_ Apr 1963 7. 

21. On the Army's activities during the Greenwood troubles, see the 
Army action officer's Greenwood Chron File (1 Apr 1963 - ) and other 
related materials held temporarily in the OCMH. '£he de~ve1•:>ping Alabama 
troubles in the spring of 1963 can be fl>llowed in the newspapers of that 
period. See also the A.rmy' s action~off:tcer files of the o•:peratiQI!s_ in"· 
Birolingham, Tuscaloosa 1, and Huntsville, 1963, now tempe>rarily in·. th-e ~. 

22. (C) Msg, COUSAFOX (Hodges) to AWR (:Eor Powell), Ol/0610Z rMay 
1963? (DE U.UEPJO 309); (C) mag, idem (Lynch).to idem, 0}./061CIZ rMay 1963 7 
(DE RUEPJO 308) ~ and the ilmoed. preceding chap, n -:-23. On Lynch"; see his -
biogr,aphical sketch and The USAF'OX Tale, I (3 ,Jul 1963), 1,. bot:h in file 
on Conmanding Generals & Other K:ey-Ferionnel. . 

23. USAFOX SitRep No. 442, 20/0llSZ rMay 1963 7; ,~rSAFOX C:0011nand 
Repc>rt, 1 Jun 1963, pp .. 5, 8; ibid., 1 Jul l963, p. 27 a~~; USAFOX Sitaep 
No. ~~3~ 21/0215 rz? May 1963-,~ 
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24. $ee USAFOX photographs in file marked Student Visitors to 
USAFOX; USAfOX Command Report, 1 Jun 1963, pp. 5-10; USAFOX SitRep No. 
443, 21/02lt ~Z? May 1963_7; the.file on Little's Green Falcon, OXford 
Field Recorfa~ (temporarily in the OCMH); and USAFOX SitRep No. 445, aJ/Ol30Z 
/May 1963 7. - --

25. ~SAFOX COIIIIland Re.E_ort, 1 Ju!l 1963, p. 12; (C) msg, COUSAFOX to 
AWR (for Po'fell), 02/0610Z rMay 1963 /; (C) msg, idem to idem, 02/2225Z 
rMay 1963 "J, bearing in red pencil the notation "Info requested free Col. 
Lynch 2 Apr!/:May 7 63"; strength figures in USAFOX SitRep No. 283, 
20/0700Z,/:~ec 196! 7, and ibid., No. 424, 02/0020Z /:May 1963 7; and (C) 
msg, DA (Po+etl for-DCSOPs)-ro-couSAFOX, 15/1847Z May 1963 (DA-928074). 

26. ~o, Rouilliard to Abrams, sub: Duration of Army's Presence 
in OXford, 'iesissippi, 12 Apr 1963 (JAGA 1963/3981). 

27. ~ee memo stamped ''DRAFI'" (ribbon cy corrected in pencil), 
n.d., and ftled with /:memo 7, Bus ;-wheeler 7 to Cy /-Vance 7, 4 May 1963, 
cy in file ~n Withdrawal of-Tropps front Oxford 1 1963.- There-are also, ibid., 
two other dJta~ts of this memo, one dated 5/4/63 (also marked "DRAFT") ancr-" 
one 5/6/63 Clllf.rked "Second Draft"). -

' " 28. J\ cy of this memo of 7 May is filed ibid. and quoted in epenso 
in (C) msg, IDA (Powell for DCSOPS) to COUSAFOX,-r470613Z May 1963 (D~92BOOO). 

~ " -

29. 1b;J.d. Earlier in the year Gen. Powell, as part of his noraal 
duties, had taken over very largely the special responsibilities for 0xford 
matters tha~ Gen. Abrams had been handling since before the Septeaber./October 
1962 riot. ~Telecon with Jung, 13 Jan 1965. -

30. Cc> Msg, DA (Powell for DCSOPS) to COU~FOX, 15/1847Z May 1963 
(DA 928074)~ which quoted memo, Wheeler to Sec/A I Vance 7, sub: Army Troops 
at Oxford, tfiss issippi, 14 May 1963 (cy in file on Withdrawal of Troaps from 
Oxford, 196~). 

31. ~8.\FOX C0111nand Report, 1 Jun 1963, p. 10; USAFOX SitReps No. 443, 
21/0215Z /:~ay 1963 7, No. 444, 22/0~lOZ /-May 1963 7; and No. 445, Z3/0130Z 
["May 1963" _If. - - __ -

32. ~ee memo, Roui1liard to Lawrence, sub: Reported Suit for iemoval 
of Federal '.J!roops from "Ole Miss" C~pus, 13 May 1963, in file on Withdrawal 
of Troops f~~ Oxford, 1963; USAFOX SitRep No. 446, 24/0145Z ~May 1963 7; 
USAFOX Comm1n4 Report, 1 Jun 1963, p. 10; U~AFOX SitRep No. 4~1, 08/qDOlZ 
Jun 1963 (D4I$ 870560); mag, COUSAFOX to AWR (for Powell), 25/2015Z :{tan 1963 
(DAIN 87710~)t USAFOX~SitRep No. 502, 19/0lOOZ Jul 1963; and 1tr ~ to 
Jung, 23 Sed 1963, w/inc1s, in file on Withdraw~1 of Troops fr001 OXfOtd, 1~. 

33. ltSAFOX SitRep No. 447, 24/23552 /-May 1963 7; USAFOX Cloalnad 
Report, 1 JUn 1963, pp. 5, 9; and various newspapers of the period. 

~ 
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34·. See fragmentary msg, ,rcouSA..FOX? 7 to Abrams, 2 Nov 1962; msg, 
idem to AWR (attn: Jung), 05/lOO(}z /-Nov 196'2 7; and msg, :i.dem to idem, 
<IT'7!150Z rFeb 1963 .7. See also ltr, Barrett -to Att Gen R(j~l>'e'rt Kenni(fy, 
11 Jan 19l3, cy in file on Withdrawal of '!':coops from Oxford, 1963. 

35. While informing him that hl.s respona ibill.ties W4~.re the same in 
both cases, Washington also specifically directed Lynch to Billingslea's 
tifragmentary order" of 30/1322Z Sep 1962 (DA 919746), 111which still remains 
as part of your guidance for situations such as the_current one .. " See memo, 
Hods•::m, AJAG, to Powell, sub: Authority of Oxford Commande1= in Relation to 
Law School Applicant, 31 May 1963; and (C) n1ag, DA (Pm-Jell for ODCSOPS) to 
COUSAFOX, Ol/1919Z Jun 1963 (DA 928758). 

36. On the meeting referre~d t.), see. unsigned memo <lf tE~1econ, sub: 
AdmiBsion of Mr. McDowell to University of Hississippi Law School, 29/1930 
May 1953, cys in file on Registr;)tion of Mel:e.dith & McDowell, Jun 1963; and 
(C) msg, USAFOX to DA (for Powell.) 3 30/1810Z May 1963 (DAHl 52685). 

37. Memo for red (by Parke.r), sub: Conversations with Civilians in 
Oxford, 31 May 1963, cy in file on. Registration of Meredith & McDowell, 
June 1963; and (C) msg, COUSAFOX to AWR (for Powell), 01/0~IOOZ ~Tun 1963 
(DAIN 53055) • 

.38. (C) Mag, idem to DA (for Abrar.lls) v 01/093SZ Jun 1963 (DAJN 530'56); 
(C) un:3igned andl undate'd memo for Abrams~ sub: Staff Recomlnendat:ions _ 
Cconc1:l.rning DAIN 53056_].~. cy in file. 

1
0n Registration of Me:redith & McDowell, 

Jun 19153; and (C) memo, I Rundquist? 7 to Abrams~ sub: USAF'OX Plan -·· 
Regis1t:ration of Mr. MerE~dith and Mr.-·McDowell at the University of 
Missils:3ippi, 5 J'un 1963, a summary of Lynch's i:wo-part plan, which hEl 
teleph1:>ned to Rundquist in the AWR. 

:39. See (C) )Jemorandmn of Understanding,, sub: Registratic•n of Mr. 
Meredith and Mr. McDoweJll at the University of Mississippi 5 Jun 196~1, cy 
bearing penciled notation "Approved by Katzenbaeh & Sec,r re 7tary rvance 7," 
in file on Registration of Meredith & McDowell, Jun 1963; a.irid (C) mag, DA­
(Abram:s) to COUSAFOX, OLV1734Z Jun 1963. (DA 928807), w/memo fot· red (by 
Abrmus), sub: Telecon with Colon~l Lynch Reference Memorandum of' Understanding, 
4 Jun 1963, in file ~~· 

l~O. Rough transa1:ipt of teleconf, sub: McDowell'~~ Registration 
5 Jun ll963, initialed IC.j (Jung), p. 6, in f:i.le ~!:.!~· 

l~1. {C) Msg, COUSAFOX to Powell, 02/2300Z Jun 1963 (DAilif 53280). 

l~2. USAFOX Command Report, 1 Ju1 1963, p. /-1 7; and msg, COUSAFOX 
to RUE1?CR/AWR, 06/0430Z Jun 1963 (DAIN 1369664). 
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CHAPTER VIII 

WITHDRAWAL 

routine ch McDowell's registration and the efforts that ha4 

brought it ~bout as a "favorable turn of events" that strongly indic~ted 
"the desir4>ility of an immediate but planned withdrawal of Army el81ients 

~ 
from Oxfordli. ·~ The University's plans for the registration, he said, . .,were 

i 
I 

carried outi ••• with great determination." He concluded that thei.J: 
I 

success, e~n with the marshals and troops in the background, had reatored 
~ 
l 

to some del?fee the confidence of "responsible University officials."· He 

thought it ~as "imperative," however, that this confidence be bolsteted 
' 

by "an 4iate pronouncement" in washington "by non-military sources." 
~ 
I 

Meret1ith' s return to the campus "was uneventful." Bodyguards for 
,, 

Meredith a~ .McDowell, as provided by the marshals, might be requir64 for 

a short tf..,,. "perhaps for the remainder of the swmoer for Meredith." 
i 

This was a f'llecessary reassurance for these two students" and for "tile 
i 

still shak~ college officials" as well. 

Col. ~ynch did not think the Governor could afford "to contin\8& 
; 

the threatjof closing the University or keep pressure_on" the city, 

county, anJ University officials. The. Governor's contention that t ... 
!! 

Federal GoiB~nt was now responsible: for McDowell might have little 
~ 

meaning, Lfn¢h thought, if the local officials were·given an opportU.ity 
~ 

to act while there was present a smaller student body of older a~ 

students. !Considering all these things, Col. Lynch believed that the 

" 
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state 1, by using this same U.ne of reasoning, ud.ght very well F'ress 

succ~enafully the suit tt had filed already aga:Lnst hime1elf and the Army 

in an effort to remove the latter. He ~~oncluded 9 there~for•~, t:hat the 

Oxford forces should bE~ ·phased out cclmpletely. 

Col. Lynch proposed that in the. first phase of a proposed threE~-phase 

withdrawal all Army el•~ments be puUed back fr;;:>m the campus on Monday, 10 

June, excepting one sq1ll.ad of the~ Alert Plat:oon which would reo1ain in 

The Hole for one week. The Peanut Patcol would operate only em calll 

from the base camp. In Phase II fiLty percent of his headquarters and 

Com.p~:my B of the 720th Military Police Battalion would move tc> home 

stations on 17 June. l'hat would mean that th•:. 0urrent military pol :Lee 

cootpany would stay until about 1 July instead '~f t:crcating out on 20 June 

and also that certain key staff offieers would be frozen in place until 

abc.ut 1 July. In Phase III there would be a complete withdra1i-1al on 

Monday, 1 July. Lynch added that he had not dliscussed this proposal 
1 

"out:;Jide of military c:hannels or with local civilians." 

Probably Col. Lynch suggested this plan by telephone before putting 

it i:n message form early on 7 June, beeause on 6 June a mE~morandum practically 

recollliOending his plan in detail went to General Wheeler. Lynch's plan 

underwent slight modification before Wheeler received it. As modified, 

prt:>bably in the ODCSOPS, all Army troops would be withdra,Nn f'rom the campus 

on 10 June (Lynch had suggested leaving a squad in The Hc1le for a week), 

which would "allow time for the~ marshals and campus police tc> make plans 

for the protection of Meredith and HcDowell." Then, effE!ctbre 17 June 1 

troop strength would be reduced fifty percent (to 100 military policemen 

and fifty overhead personnel), which would provide time for the marshals 
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nnd cnmpus po~ice to adjust to the absence of troops "and develop con-

fidence in th~ir ability to handle the miss.Lon." It would nlse> allow 

"time to judgEi the campus reaction to two Negro students, especially 

to Mereoi th, \fho is, according to Colonel Lynch, 'despised.'" Lynch 

also believed~ the memorandum continued, "that to order this reduction 
!; 

and the wi thdlt;awal of troops from the campus at the same time would 

'shake the Un~versi ty officials up too much.'" Finally, the recom-, 

mendation to deneral Wheeler was, as Lynch had recommended, that there 
i 
' 2 be a final wi~drawal of the remaining troops on 1 July. 
~ 

Secretar~ Vance for the Army and Geoghegan for Justice agreed upon 

the pullback qn 10 Jnne, when marshals would assume responsibility for 

protecting Me¢dith and McDowell, "relying upon the Army for reinforce­
~ 

ments from the' Department of Agriculture land in the event they are needed." 
~ 

The effective ;time of the pullback, which would include the guards at Sax-

ter Hall, the Peanut Patrol, and the Alert Platoon, would be six o'clock, 

10 June. The ~atter of the troop reduction on 17 June would be taken up 

.i.n a few days. 
3 

As for a final withdrawal on 1 July, it was not agreed to. 

In accordance with the decision reached, General Powell advised Lynch 

that on the t~e stated he and his command would be relieved of responsi-

bili ty for the; "security of Meredith and McDowell on the campus" and that 

at the same tijne those of his troops performing duties on the campus 

would return tp their base camp. Lynch, however, would "continue to main-

tain responsiv~ forces" at the base camp and the University-Oxford Air-

port, with which he could "quickly reinfo.r-ce" the Federal marshals should 
fl 

they require such assistance. To this latter end he would "establish 
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continuous and alternate me.ans of coowrun:Lcations" with the marshals 
4 

on the campus. 

At the appointed time Lynch passed the keys to Baxter Hall. to SU\ith, 

the ~1enior Federal marshal in Oxford~ the Alert Platoon clctsed out its 

operation in The Hole, and the Peanut Patrol retired from the fiC!ene. 

The Army security system now devised for Meredith and MeDo¥1ell:, whose code 

names had been changed from MAGNE~T I and MAGNET II to MAGNET and LAWYER, 

respectively, provided two sedans. with two men each ready for immediate 

deploy;ment, two sedans with three; men each to follow if needed, a military 

squad of twelve men on a fifteen--minute alert, and one prirmary and one , . . ) 
alternate means of radio communication with the marshals. 

!roop Reduction, 17 June. -· Despite fears for the forthct::>tning 

troop reduction 3 they did not pnwent its being put into effect on 17 

June, when seven officers and 124 enlisted men departed. The new 

authorized strength does not appear to have been reached, however, until 
6 

the ne:xt month. 

A Local Guarantee of Peace and Order. -- In mid-June. Dean Love, 

claiming to speak also for the Chancellor and faculty divi:s;ion heads, 

but eo1phasizing that he did not want his views disclosed by the Army 

"under any circumstances," wanted the Army to remain in Oxford until the 

Governor made some kind of a comlllitment guaranteeing peace and order. 

He said he would not advise the Governor as to how he should imple~re.nt 

any such co[llllllitment, but he did think the stat.e police should be able to 

assElmble a large number of officers in Oxford in a short time. Love did 

not think that additional campus police were needed, the presemt force of 
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eleven men being. sufficient for routine purposes. As a non-military 

man, he thought ~ynch's force might be cut more or less in half (he was 

s~aking four days before the 17 June reduction), although what was 

net)ded essentia~ly was "the u.s. Flag and two soldiers." He based his 
' 

vi$ws concernin~ the continued need for the military in Oxford, as t~ 

saw it, on the ~a~t that while responsible Mississippians now realized 

th• inevitabili~y of school integration, there were not yet enough of 
i 

th•se, and on t.e strong probability that the summer's political campaigns 

would keep~~he facial issue stirred up. 
7 

Meanwhile, 1 a guarantee of security for the University had come from 

a surprising so~rce and would soon be accepted as meeting the needs of 
' 

the hour. It ~s in the fo~ of a letter from Sheriff Ford of Lafayette 

County, of whi~ Oxford was the seat. On 10 May, either in response to 

a much earlier :request for assistance or to one framed for this occasion, 

Sberiff Ford w~ote a letter that was supposed to reassure the University 

concerning its ~security to the point at which it could feel reasonably 

safe in reques1ing the Federal Government to withdraw its troops, or at 

wf;l.ich, in the ~nowledge of such a guarant(~e, the Government would have 

reasonable groJnds for taking the initiative. In this letter, however, 

Ford's ~ommitmtnt was only to continue to provide the protection he had 

provided in t~ past. Since he had been uncooperative in the past, he 

was asked to ~ry again, this time with legal counsel. 

Ford's a,cond letter, addressed to Chancellor Williams on 24 

May 1963, waa aborter than his earlier letter and considerably more 

to the point: 
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In response to your request that I advise you what I 
wUl do, should you call on 100 for help in conm~ction uith 
preserving peace, property, and 1 ifE~ on the campus , I beg 
to advise you as follows: 

I, as Sheriff of Laf ay1ette Gounty, \dLll exert and use 
all of the force and power that I can lawfully command to 
ke~ep and preserve the peace, to quell disturban~:!es and riots 
and to save and pre.serve property and life~ on the campus of 
the University, upc1n your call to me for such hi~lp and assistance. 

I trust there. will be no need for my services; but, if 
ne~eded, they are at your command. 8 

Cc•l. Lynch had no knowledge of the Ford letters until Honday, 

17 June 3 when he had a private conference with Clegg, the. Chancellor's 

assistant, who told him c,f the let·ters (and provided him with copies of 

them thE~ next day) in response to 'Lynch's seeking Clegg's op:tnio'n on 

"the long range requireu~~:mt for • • . troops in Oxford." Clc:!.gg found 

the Sh.eriff's assurances "most gratifying ... Ford had told h:i.m, Clegg said, 

that h.e did not think anyone would shoot at Mere.di.th in L,afayette County. 

Clegg agreed, but said that from his OWIO. experience h'~ had concluded that 

it was "almost :impossible. to safeguard a public official's l:lfe against 

the Jo,hn Wilkes Booth type attack." Col. Lynch told Clegg that he had 

found Sheriff Ford very cooperativ,e. He transmi1:ted copies c>f Ford's 

letters to Washington, although Secretary Vance had already received a 
9 

copy 01f the second letter through .another channel. 

!l~anning for the Fi.nal Withd~. In mid-July, Co:L. L.ynch 

reported that "the several headquarters" providing men aiJLd ectuipment 

for hi.s command had been after him about the "early rf~lease c>f c.ertain 

perso111nE~l, vehicles and equipment." He had replied to such :i.nquiries 

that t:hE~ operational miss ion of his forces was unchanged and that. none 
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could be released:until the operation was closed out. Besides, only 

Army headquarters in Washington held the authority for any release. 

Some headquarters~ Lynch said, were understandably not satisfied with 

such an answer an4 were "insisting on a detailed justification for 

further retention ;by USAFOX of the personnel and items in question." 

He fcund "justifi4ation from a strictly military" viewpoint "increasingly 

diffi-cult to expl,in to the staffs of these headquarters," yet the fact 

was that the stretjgth reduction of 17 June "was, in fact, a calculated 
~ 

risk and brought 1his force to an irreducible min~. As long as the 

army is located h4re with its present mission, this force in its entirety 

should not be tam.ered with, even in the face of a now remote threat." 

He hc>ped, he said~ that there would be no more of these inquiries until 

the Pepartment de'i~ed upon the future of his command. 

It was new \7 July and he thought a closeout plan should be 

developed, for "oJt.ce the decision is reached as to termination date, 

the close out sho~Jl~ be done quickly, orderly and quietly, without 
10 ' 

publicity." 

Dean Love htd told Lynch on 5 July, in response to an inquiry from 

the latter, that University authorities were agreed that the Army should 

not withdraw from~Oxford before the beginning of the second summer term on 

13 JUly. Love • s teas on was that Meredith had just made a new application 
:: 

for family housin.. Meredith registered for the second term of the summer 

session, and for ~il last courses at the University, on Monday, 15 July, 
~ 

without pushing hf• housing application and without incident. McDowell did 

not have to regilter since the courses he had registered for at tne beginning 
, 11 

of the first term:dmply continued through the second. 
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On 15 July, Col. Jung, the action officer \-!ho had been occ~upied 

with th<e Oxford operation almost liJithout a break since before the riot 

of tru~ preceding year, prepared a memorandum for the Army's Gen,~ral 

CounsE~l, Joseph A. Califano, Jr., describing de.velopments since the first 

of June, the existing situation, and the prospeet if the ArDJ.y w1~re to 

stay at Oxford indefinitt~ly. Using .Jung' s memorandum and talking, mostly 

by telephone, with a number of key persons, Califano dra:Eted a memorandum 

for SE~cretary Vance on 19 July that pr~~sented the. views of a nwnber of 

persons, sullllled up the situation, and c:ontained his recommendation that 

all troops be withdrawn from Oxford :i.nm:~ediately. Secretary Vance probably 
12 

saw a draft of this memorandum on Saturday, 20 ,July. 

In concluding his memorandmu, Califano recommended that either he 

or Sec::retary Vance should call Deputy Attorm~y General Katzembach for his 

approval, since it had been agreed under an exchange of memc>randa "that we 

would make no further reduction without consulting Justice." E"idently he 

persUlld,ed Secretary Vance immediately for General Powell cal.led Col. Lynch 

early Saturday evening, 20 July, to advise him that Vance, l-1ith clearance 

from .Just ice, approved closing out the OXford forces beginning l1onday, 

22 Ju:Ly. Powell went on to explain, however 1 that after Vance approvc~d 

the closeout to. begin on Monday, he said to wait until Wedne~sday ~ 24 

July, because Katzenbach wanted tc' think it over. Powell thought it rat~r 

certain that Katzenbach would give~ his approval and that Lynch c::ould be 

infot'1111ed on Monday; meanwhile, Lynch should make his plans and be ready 

to begin the closing out on Monday, but. not do anything until hl~ h.eard 

from lPowell again. He was not to mention it to anyone, whieh included 
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persons i~ the intermediate headquarters. When Powell informed Lynch 

to go ahe4d he would at the same time. inform those responsible for 
13 

moving Ly~ch's materiel and men. 

Cal~fano called General Powell at five-thirty in the afternooa, 

Washingtoq time, Monday, 22 July, to say that Secretary Vance had just 

received ~atzenbach's concurrence on withdrawing all Army forces from 

OXford. 'lthe withdrawal should be acc.omplished by Thursday, 25 July. 

(To meet iJhe earlier deadline of 24 J'uly, Col. Lynch would have had to 

know by early Monday morning.) There was to be no publicity on the 

withdrawal, no press releases but only answers to queries. Katzenbach 

asked abo~t plans to evacuate the Negro students from Oxford in case 

of need, 4nd it was agreed that the marshals would have a plan 
14 

either folt evacuating them or for sec.uring them pending relief. 

Wit,drawal. -- General Powell telephoned Col. Lynch, after 

first arr4nging for guidance for answering inquiries, to tell h~ 

that he wquld be relieved of his mission at a specified time to be 

agreed up4n on Wednesday, 24 July 1963. He would evacuate all troop 

elements .rom Oxford by midnight, Thursday, 25 July. Until he received 

the reque~tted guidance he would refer all inquiries to the Chief of 

Informati~n in Washington. Finally, Powell told Lynch "that without 

arousing .he fears of the ••• marshals, he should ascertain that 

they do h•ve plans for the security of the Negro students in the e•nt 

of an emefgency •• " • • 

followed ~diately. 

.;. -

Confirmation of these verbal instructions 
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• 

The instructions for answering que.ries, -when they wtmt ou·t the 

next day, simply provided for saying tha1t the t.roops1 would be '~t~ithdrawn 

on 25 July 1963 because "present conditi.ons at the Univers i.ty • and 

in OlCford indicate that Army forees can be ren1oved at this time," and 

that the troops would rejoin their parent unit, the 7l~th Nilitary 

Police Battalion, at Fort Dix. 
1·­.) 

Lynch's schedule for closing out the Oxford operation provided 

for dismantling his camp on 23 July and closing Army communications and 

operations at twelve o'clock, Oxford time, on 24 July. Company A of the 

716th would leave for the Millington Naval Air Station by bus 1Wednesday 

afternoon, 24 July, and would remain there unti.l the aircraft arrived to 

lift them to Fort Dix. The remainder of the. pe:rsonnel, ex,c!epting a small 

cleanup detail, would also depart. for their home stations c:>n w,ednesday 

afternoon. Final cleanup would be on 25 July, as would the=~ loading of 

remaining equipment in the event the trucks could not take it all on 
16 

Wednesday. 

Following instructions, Col. Lynch. notified Mr. E. F. Yerby, Acting 

Chancellor, and Dean LOve on Tuenday morning, 23 July, that: Ar1m:y operations 

would terminate at noon the following day, 24 July. At elce~ven-fifteen the 

same day, Lynch, with Marshal Haislip present, told Meredith of the 

forthc:oming termination. Meredith's re.action was that the Army and the 

marshaLls should have departed a long tiiiie aso, a remark that could have 
17 

had se:veral meanings. 

As planned, all Army operations at Oxford terminated at noon, 

Oxford! time, 24 July 1963, according to the final situation report from 



Oxford, No. 508. :It requh·ed twenty two-and-·one-half-ton truck8 

and ~tix large vana, which came from Fort McClellan, to move the 

material and equi~nt from the dismantled cs~p. At that time 

operational contr~l of the Oxford forces passed to the Commanding 

General, Third Ar~, as Lynch's mission, his responsibility in the 

' cases of Meredith and McDowell, came to an end. According to plan, 

he now had only tJ participate on Thursday, 25 July, in a final 

' inspection of the" campsite and in its releasE~ to the Forest Service, 

along with lumber, pipe, and plumbing equi~~nt he had been authorized 
~ 

to leave. Finally, persisting until the end in the use of an unauthorized 
; 
~i 

code name that wo~ld not die, the Continental Army Coumand -put it out in 
~ 

an operations suu+ary of 26 July that the status of "RAPID ROAD" "forces 

on duty at Oxford!' was "terminated by DA," and that the 716th Military 

Police Battalion ;<Minus) had been redeployed to its home station by 
18 

a Military TranspPrt Service airlift. 

Meredith r~eived his Bachelor of Arts degree with about 440 other 
~ 

" students at exerdises on 18 August in The Grove, hard by the Lyceum, 
19 

through which ridters had coursed eleven months before, and it could 

be said that the Army had played an important role in making his graduatioo 

possible. 

Monetary C$Jts. --Obviously the human costs in any such affair as 

that of oxford ate incalcul4bl.e and not measured solely by the casualty 

f i&Ures that can be, and that have been herE~ in, canpiled. Even. an 

aco.urate monetary costing is probably beyond practicality, given the 

complexity of th~ operation. Be that as it may, the Army's official 
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figures reveal that for the peric,d through 31 March 1963 the C4:>St of 

the Oxford operation to the Army was as follows: 

FUnd 

Operational 
& Maintenance, 
Army 

Military 
Personnel, 
Army 

National Guard 
in Federal se;'rvice 

$ 104,300 

$ 1,120,004 

$ 1,224,304 

Active 

~ 

$ 1,108,000 

() 

$ 1,108,000 

Total 

$ 1,212,300 

$ _2._, 120' 0~ 

$ 2,332,304 

The total official cost to the Army for the period through 30 June 

1963, was $2,507,200. Army field commands absorbed this entire amount 

by r'eprograliilling their activities. When the troops depart1c~d from Oxford 

the Pentagon put "the cost of maintaining Army troops" for Meredith's 

prot~ection at "about $4,364,000." Presumably this covered the costs for 

all the military services, including the cost of transportation provided 
20 

by the Military Air Transport Service. 

For the same period the coBt of the Oxford operation to the 

Department of Justice was probably about $559,000, the largest items of 

which were for travel expenses and overtime and premium pay. This figure 

was bc:LSed upon a cost of $406,5019 through October 1962, monthly costs of 

$15,000 from October 1962 through January 1963, and estimated costs for 

the pe~riod from January through .June. 

The total cost to the Federal Government, Defense. and Justice 
21 

combined, approximated $5,000,000. 
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Lessons. -• For the A~y, of course, the Oxford operation was an 
- . 

unusual experien~e, similar to Little Rock but also quite different. 

Prqbably the overriding lesson learned by both the Department of Justice 

and the A~y was the necessity for the closest possible liaison in tbe 

faae of possibly- serious disturbances over civil rights, a lesson that 

the experiences pf 30 September 1962 taught very well indeed. There were, 

of course, variops other lessons for the Army in its experiences at Oxford, 

as the reader will have noted. Of these the Army was aware as it followed 

ita own operatiaps and noted the recommendations of its commanders. Even 

whlle the Oxfora operation was still in progress, the Army and Justice put 
~ 

their experienc~ to work in their concurrent intervention in Alabama and 
22 

in planning for :possible civil rights troubles in t~ future. 
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FOOTNCY.CES TO CHA.PTER VII I --
1. (C) MSg, COUSAFOX to AWR (for Powell), 07/0900Z Jun 1963 

(DAIN SJll-865). Cf. (C) meg, idem to idem (for Powell), 07/0SOOZ /May 1963 7. 
Also cf. msg, ~to ~!!!,""rol930~$Y 1963_7. - -

2. (C) Unsigned memo for CSA, sub: Reduction and Phase···OUt of u.s. 
Army Troc,ps at Oxford, Mississippi, 6 Jun 1963, cys in file on Withdrawal 
of Troops from Oxford, 1963. See also (C) msg, COUSAFOX to DJ• (for 
Powell), 07 /1650Z ,Jun 1963 (DAIN 54932). 

3. Memo, Califano to Abrams, sub: Reduction and Phase-out of 
u.s. Army Troops at Oxford, Mississippi, 8 Jun 1963, w/2 inch, including 
ribbon cy of memo to CSA, cited in preceding note~ in file on Withdrawal 
of Troc1pf1 from Oxford, 1963. 

4. Mag, DA (Powell for DCSOPS/OD) to COUSA.FOX and others, 10/1317Z 
Jun 1963 (DA 340470). 

S. USAFOX COI!IIland Report, 1 Jul 1963, pp. 1-2; and USA!i'OX SitRep 
No. 460, 07/0305Z Jun 1963. 

6. See and cf. the following: l.EAFOX Command Report, l. Jull 1963, 
p. 3; rosg, DA (Powell for DCSOPS/00) to CGUSCONARC and COUSAPOX, ll/2127Z 
Jun 1963 (DA 340730) i msg, COUSAFOX to RUEPCR/AWR. and RUCRC/GGUSCONARC, 
l2/0230Z Jun 1963 (DAIN 871901); USAFOX SitRep No. 471, 18/0lLOOZ rJun 
1963 7; ibid., No •. 473, 20/0004Z Jun 1963 (DAIN 875040); ibid., No. 483, 
30/00lOZJ\iii 1963 (DAIN 879035); and ibid., No. 496, 13/0~· Jul 1963 . 
(DAIN IB83711). -

·7. (C) Mag, COUSAFOX to AWR (for Powell), 14/0729Z r.June 1963 7 
(DAIN 57274), with penciled notaticm; and (C) mag, idem to -idem (for Powell), 
18/1815Z Jun 1963. - -·-

8. Cys of both letters, as 1:1Upp1ied Lynch by Clegg, are in (C) 
msg, COUSAFOX to AWR. (for Powell), 18/1815Z Jun 1963; and a <!Y of the 
letter of 24 May is attached to 1 t·r, Vance to Stennis, ll Jun 1963, in 
file 0111 Withdrawal of Troops from Oxford, 1963. 

9.. (C) Msg, COUSA.FOX to AWR. (for Powell), 18/1815Z .JUll 19163. 

10., USAFOX SitRep, No. 501, 18/0300Z .J~l 1963 (DAIN 18.55751). 
. ~ . 

ll. Ibid., No. 489, 06/0030Z .Ju1 1963 (DAIN 881080); ibid .. , 
No. 4!~3(1)-;-rt)'/2200Z rJu1 1963_7; USAFOX: SitR~J? No. 499, tmotsz 
Ju1 196.'} (DAIN 884437j; .and the cs~1ifano memo, p. 3, which is cited 
tn tm~ ~diate1y following n. 
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12. See m~mo, Jung to General Counsel /-Califano 7, sub: Oxford, 
M~issippi, 15 ful 1~63, cys in file on Withdrawal of Troops from Oxford, 
1963; note, CaliJano to Powell, 19 Jul 1963, incl draft memo for Sec/A, 
suh: The Oxford $ituation, 19 Jul 1963, cy :ln file ibid. For Lynch's 
estimate of the ~ost of winterizing his camp, see USAFOX SitRep No. 499, 
16/0015Z Jul 196f (DAIN 884437). 

13. MRS, ~rinnon to Powell, 21 Jul 1963, incl memo for red (by 
Brinnon), sub: Clo$ing of USAFOX Operations, Oxford, Mississippi, 21 Jul 
1963, a summary pf Powell-Lynch telecon, 20/1925 Jul 1963; and verbatim 
transcript of taped Powell-Lynch telecon cited -- all in file on Withdrawal 
of Troops from Offord, 1963. 

14. Memo tor red (by Powell), sub: Withdrawal of U.s. Forces, 
Oxford, Mississi~pi, 23 Jul 1963, in file ibid. 

15. Ibid.,~ undated and unsigned memo, /-sub: 7 For Use in Answering 
Qu~ries, 23~ ~963, in file~.; and (C) mag, DA (by Mills for DCSOPS) 
to CGUSCONARC, C(;USATHREE, and COUSAFOX, 23/0041Z Jul 1963 (DA 930530). 

16. U~ SitReps No. 506, 23/0030Z Jul 1963 (DAIN 887341), and 
No. 507, 23/0115~ ~ul 1963 (DAIN 887871). On the closing out of all 
military communiPations in Oxford, excepting the SCAN circuit left for 
the marshals, s~ (FOUO) OCSigO After-Action Report • • • for 
Period 9 Jul thrP~h 24 Jul 1963, 19 Aug 1963. 

i 
~ 

17. (C) ~g, COUSAFOX to RUEPCR/AWR (for Powell), 23/2040Z Jul 1963. 

18. See ~AFOX SitRep No. 508, 24/1800Z Jul 1963; (C) mag, CGUSCONARC 
to,RUCAC/CGUSATHfEE and others, 24/1810Z Jul 1963 (DAIN 69884); ;-welch_7, 
op• cit., pp. 2~26; and USAFOX Daily Journal, 24/0001- 1200 Jui 1963, 
p. 1 l, the last e.,lltry in which reads: "All USAFOX terminated. Journal 
Chsed" (filed ~th Oxford Field Records). It appears that Lynch never 
prepared a co~d report to cover the period from the end of June through 
the closeout in pul 1963. For the CONARC operations summary referred to, 
see msg, CGUSCOJi\RC/CINCARSTRIKE to RUCQHKB/CINCSTRIKE and RUCTDC/USSTRCOH 
ADV, Spartanbur~, S.c., 26/2050Z Jul 1963 (DAIN 889167). 

19. Fred ;Powledge, "Meredith Received Mississippi' Degree with 440 
Whites," TheNe,YorkTimes, 18Aug 1963, pp. 1,13 (withphoto). 

(~CIIJO\ 
20. The ~able is adapted from Cong. Fact Paper, p. 2 (rev 23 Apr 

1963). Jung of pocsoPS provided the Army 1s figure as of 30 Jun 1963 in 
a telecon, 20 M,y 1964; and discussed the "Pentagon" figu~e in a telecon 
of 16 Jun 1963. l On the final Pentagon figure, see "Ole Mus Troop Coat 
$4 Million," Th~ New York Post, 25 Jul 1963, p. 4, and "The Cost at 01Efo.r:4" 
(a~ aditoria1),4fSe St. Louie Poet Dispatch, 1 Aug 1963, .. quotad in the 
A~ Editorial !·est, 7 Aug 1963. The cost figures given here are for 
co ta t at no~ y would not have occurred. Thus, there is an~ cost 
figure for the ~ational Guard but none for the Active Army. 
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21 .. ''U.S. Figures Ole Miss Tab at $406,508," The Eveni~~tar 
(Washington), 11 Dec 1962, p. AlO; "Ole Miss Cost u.s. $46&,5~--
The Was1h:i.ngton Post Times Herald, 12 Dec 1962, p. A4; u•Marshals ~lay 
Leave Jrn June -- RFK Asks No More 'Meredith Money,"' Jackson Daily News 
(Missi~ls:i.ppi), 5 Apr 1963~ p. 1; and "2d Negro Wins Entry tobnh;ersity 
Today .•• ,"The Clarion-Ledger (Jackson, Miss.)v 5 Jun 1963, p. 7. On 
the cost of alleged damagE~ to the University because of the riot and troop 
occupancy, see "House Requests Army Get Out of Ole. Miss -- Solons seek 
$344,000 for Damage to the Campus," :Lbid., 15 Nov 1962, pp. lA, 12A; and 

"Cost of Riot Is Estimated -- Ole ~!iss Says Damage Totals $3Li~4, 101 at Oxford," 
:!C'he COI~::E,cial Appeal (Memphis), 15i Nov 1962. 

22. For "Oxford Lessons and Recommendations" abstractE~d from various 
Oxford after-action and cOllllland reports and arranged organizationally, see 
Appendix A, below.. These have been edited for style and readability only 
.and are. presented here as a convenient reference source despite 11:he fact 
that some of the same material appears at different places in th~~ text, 
above. Additionally, see (C) "Abrams on the Army's Role in Supporting the 
Department of Justice in Civil Rights Troubles," Appendix B, below. This 
is a May 1963 recommendation by Abrams, which, sent from Birmingham, deals 
in genjeral with the Army's role in civil disturbances and uq;es a course of 
action for the future based upon the Army's recent and continuing experiences. 
It merits a careful reading because of Abrams' ke.y role in those experiences 
as the personal representative of the Chief of Staff. See also the text, 
p. 221, above, and the references there. 
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APPENDIX A 

OXFORD LESSONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The foll~wing lessons (or in some cases problems fran which lessons 

can be inferr,d) and reconunendations are fran staff after-action reports 

and from commpnd reports from General Billingslea, General Howze, and 
' 

Colonel Kellet• The staff reports are mainly concerned with the period 

from planning! before the riot to about tl'le end of the year 1962, with, 

however, some reports covering the period through March 1963. The 

,conunand reporlts represented here cover the period through November 1962. 
~, 

' ~ 
There were s~e lessons and reconunendations recorded in reports for 1963, 

but none of any great importance. 

Staff Lessons and Recommendations 

Office qf the Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence (OACSI). --

The OACSI fo4nd that ~~ere was a lack of coordination in the collection 

and dissemination of information on the part of representatives of 

interested agencies in the area of the disturbance. As an example, .the 

OACSI had no prior knowledge of the marshals' plan to take Mr. Meredith 

to the Uhive{sity campus on 30 September 1962. Consequently, Intelligence 

Corps personq.el were not present to obSE!rve and repor~ on the incident 

• that resul te(j.. 

There w•s a lack of direct contact with Intelligence Corps person-

nel in the vicinity of the disturbance during the initial stages of the 

planning andcmobilization. During this critical period the OACSI encoun-

tered diffic~lty in expediting requests for pertinent information until it 

• Cf. the Intelligence Log, as cited above, passim • 



eetabl:lshed direct contnct with Intelligence Corpu personne.l :Ln the ilrea. 

The nec~esaity for concealing the Army's interest in the unr·cest d.uring the 

planning phase greatly restricted the collection effort during the critical 

period. In view of the~1e difficulties the OACSI recommende~d that it be 

includcad in the planning phases of future operations in whj~ch the 

Department of the Army exercised operational con·t:rol; and that in future 

operations directed by the Department it be empowered in advanc~e. of troop 

conm:ltttnent to cc1ordinate intelligence collection in the arE~as c~oncerned 

with troop units to be employed and at the national level. Furthermore, 

it rcacoom~endedl that the ODCSOPS <~oncur in efforts looking toward the 

publication of a formal agreement between the ODCSOPS, OACSI, o~, and 

the Department of Justice in whieh thE~ mission, func:tions, and 

responsibilities of each in the colleeti.on and dissemination of 

intelligence information in civil disturbances would be cl'e~arly defined. 
* 

Office of the Chief of Infc:>rmat~l (QCINFOl. --- The OCINFO concluded 

that various limitations (for example, secretive planning) would always be 

charac!teristic of opers~tions similar to the Oxford operation a.nd that 

lessons learned that di.d not acc•ept. such limitations would be nonsensical. 

A re~strictive news poli.cy could always be expe•cted in order to avoid 

stirring up opposition that in itself could be a major fac:t:or in making 

intervention necessary.. Accordingly, planning should be based upon the 

assumption that a restrictive ne:ws policy couJLd be expE~cte~d during the 

initi.al phase of any operation. In reporting on the Oxford operation for 

--------
* (FOUO) OACSI After-Acticm Report, 7 Jan 1963, p. :L 
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the period covering the riot and extending through March 1963, the OCINFO 

concluded that t~e Army's public-information policy had, on balance, a 
~ 

remarkably favoq1.ble impact. The primary factor was the conduct and 

description of the men and units in the field. Initially, no criticism 

se~ to have betn directed specifically at the Army or its personnel 

' except by Meredith himself. 

In consequ~nce of these considerations, the OCINFO recommended that 

planning restrictions be accepted as a part of the problem in all operations 

of the Oxford type, that OCINFO plans be general in nature and in the fora 
~ 

of check lists of specific actions to be taken as information became 

available, and t~at the USCONARC develop and maintain an information task 

force that alwa~ would be ready for dispatch on short notice to assist with 

* t: 

informational prpblems that might arise in various situations. 

Office of ~he Chief of Legislative Liaison (OCLL). -- The OCLL 

reQommended no dhanges in doctrine, technique, or procedure, reasoning 

"' that the kind of' legislative inquiries received during the month or so 

following the O~ord riot were normal given the nature of the operation. 

The fact that CQ!I.gressmen asked similar questions of a number of Army 

agencies separa~ly and more or less simultaneously sometimes complicated 

the work of Leg~lative Liaison. Fast teanMork in providing accurate 

data upon which to provide :replies was mandatory, Legislative Liaison 

thought, and haQpily found such teamwork outstanding during the reporting 

** 
period. 

* (FOUO) ~INFO After-Action Report -·- Mississippi, 8 Sep - 31 Mar 
1963 (Working C~py), pp. 4-5. 

** OCLL, Atter-Action Report -- MissiHsippi (Initial Report), 4 Dea 
1962, .p. 3,. 
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.National Guard Bureau (NGB)!. -- During the Oxford cr:ls is the NGB 

confirmed that its staff' could function ~dth an additional, unpredicted 

work load. The Bureau recommended, however 1 that in future ope.rations 

of the Oxford ·type one of its officers should be assigned to work with 

the duty officers in the Army war Room and keep the chief of the Bureau 

continually informed and advised. Aetions requiring Bureau part:icipation 

could then be initiated immediately ~lithout recourse to the telephone or 

* a messenger. 

Office of the Chief Signal_.2!_f:L<:er (OCSigO). -- The OCSigO learned, 

according to its Oxford project offieer, Lt. Col. Albert Re~dman, Jr., 

that at the beginning of the Oxford operation the Army \\Tar Room communica-

tions facilities were inadequate to BU.pport an operation of Oxford 1 s 

magnitude. Besides that, field commanders failed to keep ~1ign•al officers 

informed of their plans, particularly concerning the selection of new 

coomand posts. Again, field conauanders and their staffs placed too much 

reliance upon the Department of the Army to supply internal headquarters 

communications requirements. In addition, they misused the available 

communications by passing classified information and reports over the 

telephone circuits while permitting the secure telet:ypewriter circuits 

to retr1ain idle. There was also a failure in the initial planning to 

recognize the size and scope of the military participation required. 

The tr·ansportable coumunications equipment failed to provide responsive 

and re:liable coomunicat.ions /-in the early stages of the operation because 

there was a frequency i.ncompatability between the Army's and J'ustice' s __ , ____ _ 
* NGB After-Action Reports --· Mississippi, 17 Dec 19152, p. 3. 
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equipment._? Fipally, the operation indicated a need for the Signal 

Corps to have a ~tand-by capability for providing communications 

personnel and equipment for an operation of the Oxford type • .. 
~ 

In view of these lessons, Redman, the project officer, recommended 

that the Army Wa~ Room staff include, on a permanent basis, a signal 
~ 

officer responsi~le for all signal coordination and planning; and that 

a study be condut:~ed to determine what actic:ms could be taken to improve 

the responsivene•s of existing communicatio1~ equipment, particularly 

the teletypewrit•r and the transportable equipment. He recommended further 

that instruction$1 material be prepared for use in the combat arm8 school1 

and the senior s•aff colleges on the importance of including signal and 

coq:nmications o.ficers in operational planning. He recommended also that 

the Signal Corps .. continue to assist in Army War Room communications planning; 

and that the Siqal Corps continue to develop plans, concepts, and doctrine 

for the utilizat~on of a strategic communications unit, capable of reacting 

* i.lmrlediately to aqy type of emergency operation. 
i 

Office of lhe Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics (ODCSLOG). -­
~ . 

Because of the l~ited nature of the operation, it did not generate any 

sigaificant, higtt-level, logistic deficiencies. If anything, the ODCSLOG 

** 
thought, it was J.lrobably over-supported. 

· * (FOUO) ~igO After-Action Report on the Oxford ••• Operation 
;-lbittal Report:7, p. 2. Cf. (FOUO) OCSigO After-Action Report, 14 Sep 
~1 ~ct 1962, pp.l2-3. It ought_to be pointed out that at tbe t~ of OXford 
the SigC was ver~ quch on the defensive as a result of the recent reorganiaa­
tion of the D/A 4ialed at eliminating some technical services and subatan- ~ 
tiaJly reducing 4thers, including the SigC, which before long would disappear 
as • separate buqeau. 

** (S) DCSJ:47 After-Action Report on Mi.ssisaippi, 28 Dec 1962, p. 3. 
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2!£.!_ce of the Deputy Chief of, Staf:~ }or PersonneLJPE-2!~!!1.• ...... 

The prc~v:lsions of .AR 135-='100 rconcern:l.n,g the Army National G11arc1 7 - -
were not followed. Paragraph 24d, on the x:espons ibilities of are~a 

c!oomande1rs, listed medicalL examinations as of the first priot·ity .. 

Apparently there was no aetion to accomplish such examinations until 

()n or after 2 October 1962. Calling and releasing Guard units within 

a matter of days would al1Nays cause commanders extreme diffic~:ulty in 

trying to comple.te medical examirwt iona.. In the Oxford opera.tion the 

Army n~duced to the barest minimum the statutory requj_rement (laid down 

in u.s. Code, Title 10, Sec. 3205) that all persc,nnel be exmnined as to 

physical fitness. The Army made decisions and took action without official 

coordination with the ODCSPER to determine personnel implications. 

For one thing, there was no coordination with the ODCSPER of the, message 

calling Guard units to duty, and the ODCSl?ER did not learn o•:E the action 

until t~~elve-thirty-five 1, 30 September. Similarly, the ODCSE'ER lc;new nothing 

about the release. of certain units until .5 October; indeed, it apparently 

learm~d from the National Guard Bureau of their forthcoming relE~ase after 

the dE~cision to release them had been made. Again, the ODCSPER had no 

information regarding a change in the release. The ODCS:I?ER learned about 

some ~~ubsequent releases from the National Guard Bureau; incJleed information 

on planned actj.ons or actions actually taken cau~.e informally from the 

Nationa,l Guard Bureau. which knew that the ODCSPER had a major interest 

in such actions. 

~~hroughout the critical period to the end of October 1962 the 

ODCS:PER actions were mainly reactions to decisions already decided OJ~ 
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taken. Consequent~y it recommended that in future operations of this 

* kind the ODCSOPS s~ould make early arrangements for coordination. 

Office of Thf ~udge Advocate General (arJAG). The first part 

of t't\e Oxford oper~tion affirmed the inestimable value of prior planning, 

the OTJAG concludefl in January 1963. The continuing guidance and close 

liaison between Lt~ Col. Jung, a representative of the ODCSOPS, and the 

arJAQ by which, ampng other things, drafts of the orders of the Secretaries 

of Defense and of .the Army were prepared, had a material effect upon the 

rapidity with whiqb the Army responded to the President's executive order 

as ~plemented by ~he orders of the Secretary of Defense. Another proven 

asset of the oper .. tion was the presence on the ground of a senior legal 

advisor to the pe~sQnal representative of the Chief of Staff. This 

arra~gement made ~ personal representative of The Judge Advocate General 

not tmly availablEJ to the Departmental representative {'"Abrams _7, but also, 

in a liaison capa~ity, to the representatives of the Department of Justice 

and the office of tile local United States Attorney. 

In another +rea, the OTJAG learned, the acquisition of real estate . 

to accommodate varying numbers of troops shotlld be treated as a continuing 

part of the operation. Initially, teams (ineluding real estate experts 

from the United states District Engineer's Office) should survey the area 

for available sit,s. The coumand Judge Advocate advised that a priority 

of acquisition shpuld be established to run in a descending order from 

fed•ral to state ~o city/county and to private property; and that in 

evety case conse~ should be sought from a responsible individual, if possible. 

* (C) DCS~ After-Action Report, 29 Sep - 31 Oct 1962. pp. 4, 5. 
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There!after, as recommended, the survey of available sites should 

continue, specifically, in later phases, with a view to the possible 

presence of troops in the area for an :indefinite period. 

Future military aid to the civil power could be providE~d more 

expeditiously by the preparation of a standard operating procedure 

that would contain not only tested drafts of relevant documents but 

also brief digests of legal opinions relE!Vant to such operations. 

The service of subpoenas upo'" military personnel involved so 

many legal, political, and operational factors ·that the OTJAG thought~ 

that no general guidance should be given, but instead that it would 

be preferable to: 

a. Give general guidance on procedures to be followed with 

instructions that a case should not be disposed o:f without referring 

the matter to the Department of the Army. 

b. Give specific guidance to all witnesses on poE;sible 

lines of interrogation and on instructions for handling any inquiries 

directed at safeq-uarded matters. 

c. Advise Departmental personnel in those cases in which 

they could be subjected to criminal action arising out of the performance 

of their duty concerning the possible consequences of makint;~ statements 

that miq-ht be prejudicial to their own interests or those o:f the Government. 

It was the opinion of the OT,JAG that~ it could perfom its best service 

in the Amy's interest when fully informed concernin9 situations presenting 

a dir,ect legal problem or possessing latent legal implications (:for 

example, the shooting incident of 30 October and the acquisition of 



a site for a w~terized camp). In short, the full and free flow of 

info~ation thr.pughout the A~y staff, including the OTJAG, during the 

period through ~ovember 1962 materially aided it in fulfilling its mission 
~ 

at that time. 

In the construction of facilities for the Army in a situation like 
:1 
;;: 

tllat of Oxford,: a private contractor would always be vulnerable to delaying 

a~tions througbi local courts. Although the outcome of such litigation 

would doubtless~y be favorable to the Federal Government, such delays 
; 

sbould be avoi~d. 

When plaJfl.ing in the future any such operation as Oxford, it would 

be desirable tq know against whom certain costs should be charged. For 

e¥ample, in an pperation for which the Army had prtmary responsibility, 

who should get the charges for damages by support aircraft operated by 

Air Force or M~rine personnel? 

The Oxfo~d operation led the OTJAG to make several recommendations. 

For one thing, :it thought that all staff agencies should be encouraged to 

prepare standat1d operating procedures based upon their experiences in.that 

o.,eration. Al,o, the OTJAG urged that the. staff of the senior Departmental 

representative in future operations such a.s Oxford should include an 

officer of The ,;Judge Advocate General's Cc1rps, who woula serve as his 
~ ~ 

ptrsonal legal ::advisor on all phases of military aid to the civil power. 

The CJrJAG also ::recOliillended the preparation of a standard operating 
~ 

procedure that~would include, in general terms, a determination of which 

agency would ~sume the predictable costs of the operation. There should 
:! 

be, for examplfJ, an avoidance of the "MATS label" so that air transportuion 
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of troops as "mission flights" would n1::>t be charged agai.nst Army funds. 

In cone1tructing necessary Army fa.cilities the employment of private 

contra(:tors should be av·oided be<!auae. of their vulnerability in. local 

courts. Consequently, E:ngineer and Cither troops should be used for 

constrtLction and maintenance of camp and command post ~acil ities to the 

greateEtt extent possible:. Finally, the OTJAG recommended that in future 

operations of the Oxford kind it should cont:inue to be fully advised and 
~~-

included in both the planning and execution of the operation. 

Office of The Provost Marshal General (0Pli1G). -- In future operations 

of the Oxford type, the OPMG recomm.ended that infra-red night photography 

be exploited, that M-14 rifles with bayonets bt~ considered the standard 

riot w1eapon rather than carbines and night sticks, that a Sltudy of the use of 

colored dyes rfor purp4:>Ses of later identification 7 be pursu,~d, and that 

Field :11anual 19-·15 continue in use as doctrine and in the <!urrent training 

prograun. The OPMG recOUJDended further that as a matter of pol:Lcy during 

dom.e1;tic emergency operations military police battalions ~~. emJployed under 

a centralized COIIIlland and not subordinated to battle groupll, that considera-

tion be given to the proposal to activate and position a military police 

battalion in each army area in the Continental United Stab::s, and that in 

future operations of the Oxford 1:ype, an OPMG officer be on duty in the Army 

** 
War RC•OIIl to advise on matters pertaining to discipline, la,~7, and order. 

--·-----
* OTJAG Initial After-Action Report -- Mississippi, 9 Jan 1963 

(JAGA l962/505~), pp. 5-6; OTJAG After-Action Report --· Miusiss ippi (l-30 
NQv 1962), 9 Jan 1963 (JAGA 1~63/3350), pp. 4-5; ibid. (1·-31 Jan 1963) 1 
15 Apr 1963 (JAGA 1963/3681), p. 3; and ibid. (l-2B'Feb 1963), .12 July _1963 
(JAGA 1963/3797), p. 3. 

~r* OPMG Initial After-Action Report -- Mississippi., 21) N01v· 1962 1 pp. 2-3; 
and (li'OUO) OPM3 First Subsequent Report -- Mississippi 1, 101 Dec: 1962 11 p. s. 
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Office qf The Inspector General (OTIG). -- The OTIG conducted an 
ff 
ll 

inquiry at th4 direction of the Chief of Staff, but whether or not it 

revealed any ~portant lessons cannot be said because of the privileged 
,, 

nature of the,report. The OTIG did reveal, however, that the Army War 
;. 

' 
Room needed a more accurate system for rE~cording orders and information, 

,, 

for it found litany inaccuracies in the rec~ording of time, while some of 

the informati'n recorded was either inacc~urate or incomplete in essential 

detail. It also learned that the Dictionary of United States Army Ter8S 

' (AR 320-5) di4!\ not define the term "alert" as applying to the status of 

* 
Army forces -~ its most common usage. 

Command Le.ssons and Recommendations 

2d Infartry Division (19 September - 1 October 1962). -- A major 

problem exper~enced on Sunday, 30 September 1962, was the lack of any 

single directing agency for all Federal plans and operations designed to 
~ 

enforce the Federal court order to admit James Meredith to The University 

of Mississippi. General Billingslea was under the direct control of tbe 

Chief of Staff with instructions to aid Justice Department operations. 
; 

Major General Creighton Abrams, personal representative of the Chief of 
~ 

Staff, informed Billingslea that the Attorney General had responsibility 

for directing over-all Federal policy. It was apparent, however, that 

Justice Depar;tment planning and Army planning had proceeded somewhat 

independent!~. When the need for close coordination in the Memphis and 

Oxford areas jarose the separate instructions of the two departments maoe 

* OTIGijAfter~ction Report (Final), 7 Dec 1962. 
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unified direction and close coordination difficult to ac.com.plish. 

In the matter 10f COIIIIlUni.cations, for example, Justice personnel in 

Oxford had a SCAN line to Washington~ but Army forces, spec:ific:ally 

deniE~d any advance communications in Oxfordf had none at all, tlC>t even 

under ,cover of Justice'n preparatiotw. Another example occ~urr,~d shortly 

after rtoon on 30 September when, for the first time, Billingsl«~a learned 

from Abrams that he would cotr.mand the United States marshals m1oving to 

Oxford to place Mr. Meredith on the "University campus. His: superiors later 

removed this responsibility •;Jhen it bE~came apparent that h12~ could not 

command the marshals and at the same t.ime prepare his forces, including 

the Mi-ssissippi National Guard, for employment,, Consequently, it seetred 

clear that during operations of the Oxford type, command, I:!Ontrol, and liaison 

among all agencies of the Federal Government should be established early in 

the planning. 

In operat.ions involving racial issues there should be an early 

det«~rmination. concerning the introduction of Negro personnel into the 

area. Consideration should be given to issuing armored vE~sts to all 

personnel directly involved in riot-eon.trol operations, and National 

Guard units should be authorized to maintain a basic load of small arms 

and c:hemical riot-control munitions. This should be in addition to the 

very limited amount of security ammunition nQv1 held by Guard units. When 

sudldEm mobilization is: planned ahead of time, as in this l:!ase., earmarked 

unitB should be provided with adequate emergency rations and supplies 
;~r 

before mobilization. ____ , __ 
* (FOUO) 2d Inf Div Coumand Report, 3 Dec 1962, Tab A, pp. 6-7 1 10. 
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2d Infantry Dlvision (1-10 Oct 1962). -- During the period of 

its subordination t+ Howze's Airborne Corps, Billingslea's 2d Infantry 

Division came to so~ conclusions regarding the equipping of the National 

Guard and concernin$ local purchasing. When f'~deralized in an emergency, 

National Guard unit~ should be equipped by the most expeditious means 

without regard to Gdard or Regular Army channels. There should also be 

attached to the sen!or Regular Army unit in the area a representative of 

the National Guard'fi Purchasing and Finance Officer in order to expedite 

supply for the Guard units. A purchasing and contracting officer should 

also bt. appointed i$nediately upon committing a military force in an area 

widely separated frqm an active military installation, for t;his would 

expedite completion 'of local purchase contracts for essential items and 

* 
services. 

XVIII Airbornd Corps (1-10 October 1962). 
~ 

Higher headquarters 

apparently decided to move the entire 2d Signal Group to Oxford. This 

decision, later resdinded when the signal units were either in the air 

stream or being loaqbd, caused confusion that brought about stopping all 

movement of signal equipment. As a result, the. signal equipment that 

arrived in the Oxford area was either of the wrong type or of limited 

quantity and made aqcomplishment of the signal mission dependent almost 

entirely on commerc~l resources. 

*Ibid., Tab q, p. 5. A better copy, however, ie to be found as Incl l 
with tte '""Mil Airbqrne Corps rc!.port cited iuiDe.diately below. In his report 
for l·lO Oct, when ~ was again in command in Oxford, Billingslea remarked 
that btcause of ltm~ted recreational facilities and the sensitive nature of 
the duty in operatiqns such as Oxford, towns in the area of operations had 
to be off limits toitbe troops. Because of the impact of such a situation 
on mor•le, he recatqended that troops should be rotated "at least every 
thirty days." (FOUO~ ~d Inf Div Command Report, 3 Dec 1962, Tab B, P• 6. 



There appears to hav'e been an exces1s ive number of troops deJployed 

in this operation even though the principle of applying ample for1~e for 

th.e job \ll'as a good one. A more economical use of STRAC force13 would have 

been deployment of the proper number of troops to accomplish restoration 

of law and order while maintaining Buffi~::ient forces on increased alert 

with a stand-down of troop carrier aircraft sufficient to transport them 

directly to the objective area. In the 1:;ase of Oxford, this uould have. 

afforded a far greater flexibility in th1a deployment or employment of 

STRAC forces in 1mpport of other cunting,,mcies should they have arisen. 

Information on aircraft arriving at deploytnent bases wa13 late andl 

in many eases not provided to the coolll1anders of departure airEie.ld control 

groups until aircraft were on the ground. The cotmnander of t.he departure 

airfield control group must have, in order to execute a ti.me.ly and efficient 

out loading operation, information on the allo\~able cargo load (AGI.), the 

interior configuration of aircraft (troop or cargo), and the typHs of 

aircraft to be used, as w•all as a sufficient lead time prior to aircraft 

arrival for manifesting cargo and personnel. This is-particularly true when 

J"iATS aircraft are used since they ~1ometimes utilize commercial S4~ating which 

does not readily facilitate a rapid change from troop carrie1c· to cargo needs. 

'rhere was,, :i.n the Oxford operation, an insufficient coordination 

between higher headquarters and th•a Army field commander priur to the 

introduc:tion of units into the area of oper~tion.s. I.n several cases units 

arrived in the objective area without the fie.ld command having any prior 

knO"Wle.dge of their arrival; and same units arrivE~d in the ar4~a after 

action uas taken to limit th.e strength ceiling to 10,000. 't'lh.is not only 
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precluded timely issuance of missions and assignment of bivouacs, but 

necessitated addi~onal movement to either Columbus or Memphis in order 

to stay within the, prescribed strength ceiling of 10,000. 

The "across the board" segregation of units in the Oxford/University 

of Mississippi ar~ had a disruptive effect on units involved. Approxi-

mately twenty percent of the strength of the Regular Army units was Negro, 

which, of course, ;included company commanders and other key leaders in 

the chain of comm~d. For certain guard posts and patrols where close 

contact with students was necessary, selected segregation was indeed 

desirable in ordea to protect the individual Negro soldier and reduce the 

possibility of viQlence. The proper solution would allow the field 

commander all lat~tude in this respect. 

Photographers should be utilized extensively in operations of this 

nature as an aid to subsequent investigation and identification. In an 

inci(ient at the lJrl,iversity cafeteria, the crowd began to disperse rapidly 

after photographing began. There was a general reluctance by personnel 
~ 

participating in the demonstration to be photographed. 

When National Guard forces are federalized and included as part of 

a Regular Army fotce, National Guard staff officers should be provided 
g 

the field commander to assist in administration. Judge advocates general 

and inspectors general should be phased into the objective area early to 

handle the many pfoblems in their areas of interest. 

An essential~ element jn an operation of the Oxford type \II'Ould be to 

create quickly a 'piri t of cooperation and mutual respect between the military 

and the civilian tommunity. The degree of professionalism displayed by the 
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military would play a significant part, and the a.ppearanc'e oJ: tht~ troops 

would be very imp<>rtant in projectJLng this image of profeaa ic~<naU.am. For 

this reason laundry and bath facilities should be established early and 

augmented as necessary, authority 1:o usE~ civilian laundry fac:ilities at no 

~~xpens1e to the individual should be granted early, and purchasing and 
·f.· 

contrac.ting authority should be. granted promptly. 

82d Airborne Division (1-·10 October 1962). -- 'rhe 82d Airborne 
-------------------~----·-----·--------

Division concluded that there should be a divisional plan for operations 

of the Oxford type, that a judge advocate> should accoVllpany the senior 

conmander of any unit involved in Buch an operation, that onee a civil 

disturbc:mce appE~ax:s imminent all units under consideration for deployment 

should be notified immediately in order to permit: planning, and that 

requests for information, and informat i4:>n providE!d the divisj~on, should 

** 
follow the normal chain o.f command. 

lOlst Airborne Divis ion 0-10 O~!~~r 1962). -- The Oxford operation, 

in the opinion of the lOlst Airborne Dhrision, provided an excellent test of 

STRAC rE~adiness mobility, and as such provided a basis for revision of 

current plans and procedures. Segrege;tion of troops being h:i.ghly 

undesirable, Negro soldie.rs should perform their normal funcit.ions with 

their units. Surveillanc:e and security measures under ccmdi.t;ions such as 

those at Oxford should be> the mini.Jmum neeessary. The Army emplcryed this 

princi.ple with the result that the best of relationships exi.,sted between 

the troops and civilians in the Oxford area. 

* (FOUO) XVIII Abn Conmand Report, 6 Dec 1962, pp. 8, 10-11. 

~'* 82d Abn, DiY After Action Report, 2 Nov 1962, ~~·, Incd 2, p. {"s_7. 
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In the l~t of the existing situation, the size of the affected 

area, and the ~seion, it appears that there were far too many troops 

in the Oxford area. This proved a drain on existing facilities and 

created problemf! pf control and administration above those required for 

t~ accamplishmtnt of the mission. Troops, excepting those absolutely 

necessary to tht mission, should be billeted at a distance from the 

objective area .,r should be kept on alert at their home stations for possible 

deployment. 

In an inclosure dealing with "Information Activities," the lOlst 

Airborne recomm4nded that in future incidents of this kind there should 
~ 

be no thought g.ven to the race of troops to be used on public duty. 

It also recommeqded that the size and composition of the info~ation 

staff be specif~ed with the original mission unless its composition was 

to b€ at the c~nder's discretion, that other government departments 

have informatioq personnel available to A~y personnel once forces are 

de.ignated or cqmmitted, and that the texts of all releases concerning a 

pa~ticular oper~ion be furnished to installation and units concerned 

s~ltaneously qr prior to their release by the Department of Defense or 

of the Army. 

The lOlst ~lso recommended that communications be lnstalled in advaace 

at locations where troops would be situated, for in an explosive situatioa 

such as Oxford, ~CAN, "hott" and local lines are all essential. Finally, 

the lOlst rec~nded that sufficient motion and still photographic 

equipment and petsonnel be included in the force composition to permit 

272 

,. 



recor·ding of both histor·ic events and :suclh activities as ric)tB and 

* 
dist\llrbances. 

1962),. -·~ The 2d Battle Group recomme.:nded that all Class V (ordnance and 

chemical) supplies should be issued to units of a task. forc.•a be:fore 

deplc•ytJaent from home stations, so that the items would be under unit 

control and iumediately available. Night sti.cks should be takem by a 

task force for use as ne:eded. Large amounts of barbed \-Jire, wood of 

varicmf! sizes, and coll1llcmly used pioneer tools Bhould be taken also for 

possible use. Canvas should be left on veh:I.clE\S for protec.tion. The 

5,000-gallon gasoline tanker should be attached for all long and hurried 

motor tnoves. A spare chemical solution JEeedler assembly unit should be 

taken ldth the water purification equipment, and consideration should be 

given to the authorization of additional lengths of hose for wat:er purifica-

tion equipment and in bath units to allow more latitude in .sele:cting areas 

for operation. PCS property (ice chests) should be taken to as1sist units 

in preBerving perishablE~ foods. 

Air relay should be provided for more effective convoy ccmtrol,, 

espeei.3.lly during the initial move. 1Jlhen marc~h units are spr•ead out over 

many miles. At least tuo to four dial telephones should be: taken on 

missions such as Oxford in order to better utilize existing civilian 

cODIIllmications when needed. Ropes or cords should be obtained by a task 

'for<!e for use as tiedowns and for lining off areas so that: WD··l wire would __ , ___ _ 
·k (FOUO) l.Olst Abn Div Command Report, 1-10 Oct 1962,, 17 Nov 1962 1 

~ .. , Incl 3, p. 5; and Incl 5, p. 5, to~., Incl 3. 
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not have to be used for such purposes. A task force should take enough 

signal publicat~ons, supply references, and supply specialists to meet 

the needs of tha task force. For effective, dispersal of rioters, each 

c~pany-size ri8le force should have three chemical gas dispensers, and 
' 

they should be ~sued prior to departure for an objective area so that 

personnel could ~ecome familiar with them. Finally, as a further aid 

in the dispersaL\ of rioters, cameras (whether they work or not) should 

* 
be issued to eadh committed unit. 

1st Battl~ Group, 155th Infantry Regiment (30 September - 16 October 

1962). - The l~t Battle Group, 155th Infantry Reg~nt, thought there 

should be a def~ite and early determination of administrative control 

headquarters. Applicable Anmy Regulations concerning mobilization should 

be implemented ~ written. A course of study in the applicable mobilization 

regulations should be conducted at all levels for all officers and key 

personnel in botlt the Active. Army and the National Guard. Furthermore, all 

Anny Regulations should be distributed to Guard units on the same basis as 

to Active Army units. A prescribed load of blank forms for mobilization 

processing shoul~ be established, issued, ru1d maintained. 

The OEG fot headquarters and headquarters company should be changed 

to allow the com+unication platoon and the supply and maintenance platoon 

to be manned at full strength at the expensE~ of the engineer platoon if 

nechssary to com.ensate for the increased s1:rength. There should be an 

* (FOUO) 2f BG, 23 Inf, conmand Report, 19 Nov 1962, 2d Inf Div 
Co~ancj Report, $ Dec 1962, Tab D, pp. 4-5 .. 
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irrunediate issuance of all TOE and TA equipment presently authorized 

by the TOE, TA, and Equlpment Gulde. A prescribed load for oil and 

h1bd.omts should be established~ ancJ consider,lt:i.on should be given to 

the establishment of a prescribed locld for special munitions to be held 

at the unit leveL Finctlly 1 the 15''itlt thought that the stocks of spare 

parts should be doubled to insure a ten-~day level.$ 

2d Battle G~roup, l~i5th Infar~-~-£Y- E~Lmenl (30 Seotember - 16 October 

1962). -·- The 2d Battle GrouP? 1 ')'~Lh Infanb:y Regiment, recorrunended that 

a further study should be made o:f induction procedures with a view 

toward further reducing the proo::;ssing requirements~ Thinking of supply 

deficiencies, it recorrunended further that all National Guard units bE~ 

authorized two pairs of combat boots fo:c each r:onlisted man. •• 

108th Armored Cava~ry RE;g_if!~n!__!~}2_:~e.etem~"r - _23 Octc~~,l962) •. 

Army R·egula tions 13 5-300 were a fine document when preceded by a 

thirty-day alert, but WE:!re of li t:tle help durinr:; an acceler::J.ted 

mobilization; hence, thE~ 108th Armored Cavalry recommended that the 

Regulations be rewritten to give more detailed and specific instructions 

in the event of accelerated mobilizat:lon in the future. 

The units of the 108th eliminated most of their supply deficiencies 

in a very short time, but to eliminate the necessity for crash measures, 

human discomfort:, and loss of unit eff'ectiveness in the future,, the 108th 

• (FOOO) lst BG, 155th Inf, Command Report, 29 Oct 1962, ibid., 

Tab E, p. 6. 

•• 2d BG, 155th Inf, Command Report, 30 Oct 1962, ibj:~·, ~rab F, 

P• !.~ .3_1. 
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reeOillllended that each soldier be authorized two pairs of boots, three 

sets of fatigue :uniforms, and a sleeping ba.g and air mattress. It 

recommended furtiher that units should be allowed to increase the amount 

of their securio/ ammunition and to carry a. specified amount of 
~ 

chemical aamunition. The: increase in security aumunition recOIIIDended 

ineluded twenty~four rounds for each M-1 rifle, thirty rounds for each 

carbine, twenty;one rounds for each .45-calibre pistol, forty rounds for 

* each sub-machine gun, and 100 CN gas grenades per unit. 
~ 

503d Mili~ary Polic:e Battalion (19 September - 9 October 1962). --

The 503d Militar;Y Police Battalion believed that military police units 

were peculiarly ,adapted to and effective in an operation l.ike that at 

Oxford. Alert, aggressive patrolling would prevent the forming of 

crowds and would greatly assist in the restoration of order. The Battalion 
E 

found that 12-g~ge shotguns, chemical grenades, and gas dispensers were 

sufficient for qlose contact. It also believed that h~less colored 

dyes sprayed on ,riot par1:icipants would have aided in identifying them 

later. Grenade ,adapters should be utilized on the M-1 rifle for long-range 

use of chemical~ under unfavorable wind conditions and should be available 

to the Battalio~ for future use. The range: of chemicals, fire bombs, and 

brickbats throwq. by the mob equalled or exc:eeded t.he present range of both 

hand-thrown gre11ades and tear gas dispensers. The Battalion therefore 

rec011111ended tha' M-1 rifles with bayonets be couidered the standard 

riot-control we•pon rat~ar than the carbine or night stick. Chemical 

' 
dispensers or fJue throwers should be mod:lfied to pet111it spraying of 

* (FOUO) lOBth ACR Command Report. 29 Oct 1962. ~·• Tab G, P• ;-8 7. 



rioters with colored dyes. 

Another recoomendat ion made by the Battalion was that :!lmal.l 

vehicle fire extinguishers should be carried by nelected meiJit'bers: of the 

formation to protect members from seri.ous injury from fire b~:>mbs, such 

as the rioters' home-made Molotov cocktaiJLs. Hand-cay:ried, J~ortable, 

battery-·operated amplifie:rs should be furnished for control of formations 

and for addressing rioters. Floodligbt:3 s:hould be availaLble from the 

Engineet·s for night operations, fc, , in Oxf:ord thE~y proved highly effective 

in securing criti1:!al areas previouB ly scre~ened by darkness. New-type 

protective masks should be issued at least to coamanders and squad leaders 

so that they could conmunicate and control their troops in areas heavily 

contaminated by the CN, CS, or DM ehemiea.l. Additional AN/VRC-10 radios 

'i>IOUld allow more effective utilization of organic vehicles in pat:colling 

areas initially secured but not clE\ar,ad of rioters. 

~rhe Battalion concluded that company-a ize wedge formations using 

J'i-1 rifles and shE~athed or unsheathed bayonets were effectivE~. Carbines 

111ith bayonets would offer only a se:vere.ly reduced capabil:Lty ,, At Oxford 

night ~~ticks and side arm.B proved futUe. Over 400 Federal 111arshals so 

E~quippE~d failed to control any part of the situation. A tnanE~uver force 

:ls needed under such circumstances to protect flanks and the rear and for 

E~ffectiVl~ action. The Battalion recommended fur1:her that the• dec:ision 

us to types of chemicals to be used should be delt~gated to tb•e. ccmmander. 

Rec~onnaissance of the Memphis an!a took place before th•e ope.ration, 

but as a matter of policy there was no reconnaissance of t:he Oxfcard area. 

J:f undE~reover investigators could have been placed in the Oxf•::>rd area ahead 
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of time, much dfmage to equipment and inju1~ to personnel could have been 

avoided by. knowfng which route to use upon entering the area of turbulence. 

Most intelligen~e information secured came from the organic criminal 
'! 

investigators of the 503d after its arrival in Oxford. The Battalion 

r~commended thaf local intelligence sources be established early in the 

planning phase. 

The militijary polic.emen secured prisoners in one wing of the U.s. 
'~ 

Department of .Ajgriculture Sedimentation Plant in Oxford. Here there was 
>! 

a,particular n~d for the Army to insure the prisoners' welfare and 

letprove sanitat#y conditions and treatment of prisoners. Accordingly, 
• 

the Battalion 4eeommended that for closer control in future operations 
~ 

prisoners should be routed through a mili1:ary police desk to the other 
i 

responsible fe4eral agencies. 

As a resflt of th·a Oxford operation the Battalion recOUIDended that 

task force confunications be set up in twc) nets, command and operations, 

using AN/VRC-lP's. There was a need for additional radios to utilize 

!lore fully the; unit's m.otor-patrol capabilities. The Battalion also. . ~ * 
learned that tJ1e AN/PRC-6 was essential for close contact. 

~ ' 

716th M,l~tary Police Battalion (28 September - 2 October 1962). 

As the 716th 1ilitary J>olice Battalion viewed the Oxford operation, it 

was essentially a military-police operati.on and therefore not too 

dissimilar to inormal Battalion operations. The lessons it learned were 
~ 

, * (FOuop S03d MP Bn Command Report., 1 Nov 1962, ~·, Tab a, PP• 
ra-11]. ; -
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mainly in the air movement of the unit and in liaison and cc>ordiLnatiott 

with t:>ther arms and governmental agencies. It recoomended that in any 

future operation of this type, alert orders should be explic!it 'mough 

to permit the unit to load properly and prepare fo:c operations against 

civil disturbances. The Batta.lion' s pE!rsonnel .section and personnel 

records should not accompany the unit <On operations of r·elat.ively short 

duration. There should be changef! in the table. of organizat:ion and 

equipment (TOlE: 19-36E and 37E) tu make the unit 100 percent mobile and 

* 
to allow additional AN/VRC-10 radios, including thirty per ~'~ompany. 

As the 720th Military Police Battalion had learned previously, and as the 

716th had discovered, the coomunication.<:: equipment provided by the table 

of organization and equipment for a tLilitary police battalion was woefully 

inadequate. It recommended that the AN/VRC-34 be dis carded and AN/VR.Q-3' s 

be issued in their stead. Furthermore, sixteen AN/VRC-10 radios per 

military police company were inad,equate. What \JaS needed w•:~.s radio 

equipmA:mt for each operational quartE:T·-ton vehiele o:E the Ml:i.litary Pc1lice. 

Conce~rning personnel, the Batt.alion commander thought that taking "negro" 

soldiers to Oxford was ill-advised. Their pres,:mce ereated a morale 

problem for him because he could not use them as military poliee,men. 

Therefore he rec:OIIIDended that in any future operation of this type "negro" 

** 
personnel be held at thE~ir home station. 

--------
·* (FOUO) 716th MP Bn Command Report, 9 Nov 1962, ~~~;·, ~rab I, P• 12. 

** (FOUO) j'20th MP Bn After Action Report, 31 Oct 196:2:, ibid., 'rab J, --p. 3. 
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u.s. A~ Forces Oxford (20 October- 30 November 1962). 
~ 

In the 

first two of ~~s three monthly command reports from 20 October to the end 
~ 

of 1962, Col.~ Keller recommended continued provision of strong special 

service suppqrt as a u~ans of assisting the command maintain the necesaary 

high degree elf troop Dtorale, which he viewed as necessary for the best 
~ * 

possible exeqption of his assigned mission. 

' * (C) dsAFoX ccmmand Report, 14 Nov 1962, p. ~4_7; and (C) ~·· 
9 Dec 1962, p. 7. 
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APPENDIX B 

ABRAMS ON THE ARMY'S ROLE l.N SUPPORTING 

THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE IN CIVIL R!GH'l'S TROUBlES 

1. ~· This memorandum i.e l:i.mite.d to a d:Lscu.ss ion O·f the 

Army's: possible future miss ion of providing support for· Department of 

Justi<!e efforts to obtain equal right:s and opportunities for Negro 

citizEms and now the Army can best organize. and funeticm to ac:c.omplish 

that: mission. 

2. ~~~xperience. The Army has been called upon seve~r·al times 

in the past six years 1:o intervene or to prepare to interv·ene in a Negro 

civil rights situation.. Each situation was different, and ea<~h time the 

Army met the re.quirements l;:;,id upon it 1;dth an ad hoc organizut:ion, 

hastily improvised. This manner of response lva!3 not of the Armyt s 

choosing, but was due in major part to the inhibiting effElCt <>f a 

policy of permitting little or no overt prior preparation for use o:E 

fedt<!.ral troops in civil rights situations, presumably because of the 

pos:s ible adve.rse political repercussion such preparation, with all its 

implications, would have. 

---------
* This was an Operational Immediate message composed as a memorandum 

and set)t by Maj Gen Creighton W .. _Abrams, Jr., from Birmingham, Alabama, 
during the difficulties there in May 1.963• while th~ Army was still in 
Oxfot·d, Mississippi, to the Chief of Staff, General Earle G. 'Wheeler, 
in Washington, 19/0018Z /-May 1963 7. Obvious minor errors in transmission 
have been corrected and words providBd where. the message \vas garble.d or 
the 1:1ddition of an article made the text read more smoothly. Obviously, 
General Abrams needed no help in writing the English language. It should 
be added that Abrams pointed ou·t at the beginning of t.his messag~ that he 
had not coordinated this memorandmn ,~ith either the De.partment of Justice 
or Miij"Gen /-Charles 7 Billingslea, whose 2d Infantry Div:isic•n had .become 
immlved in -the Alabllua_ troubles. 
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As far as l know, this was the wisest possible policy to be followed 

under the varyin. circumstances with which we were confronted on these 

occasions. Howefer, it forced the Army to plan and make decisions without 

adequate intelliJence, and to coumunicate and deploy without adequate 

preparation. As'a result, the Army has not performed with optUnum precision 

and finesse in t~ese special operations. In each instance, to be sure of 

coping with a si~uation obscure because of inadequate intelligence, we 

employed troops ~nd equipment wastefully, far in excess of actual 

requirements. Aaso, in the initial stages of each operation, both 

c~unications ~ troop reaction times were inadequate to a potentially 

dangerous degre~. 

3. Discu:.:tsion. I believe it essential that we discard the ad hoc 

method of respot\ding to Department of Justice support requirements. We 

must, on the co~trary, devise the modus operandi, develop the organization, 

and acquire the)equipment that will enable us to respond in optimum fashion 

to our require.D¥f.nts. We have been called upon for "instant troops"; we 

will never opt~ize that with crash planning and hastily organized, 

provisional tas~ forces. 

a •.. Modus operandi. With regard to a modus operandi, there 

are obvious pol~cy reasons, with ringing political overtones, why the 

Aqmy should co~inue in a support role in these civil rights actions, with 

t~e Department ~of Justic:e bearing the responsibility for mediation, 

efiorcement of icourt orders, arrest and processing of offenders, and 

otherwise repr.senting the Federal Government in its intervention in tha 

situation. 
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In discharging this support function, experience in past operations, 

particularly in Birmingham, has proved that cloEHc coordination between 

Department of .Justice and the Army, from the ve.ry outset of an operation, 

both at the Washington and the field l·~vels, is essential to maximum 

efficiency. With such coordination; the Department of ~rustice can know 

at all times exactly which support the A:rmy can provide.. Tb.is should 

obviate, to a maximum extent. the imposition of unreasonable rE~quire1oents 

on the Army. It will also simplify ·~ornmand control and promotE~ unified 

planning and operations .• 

An abundance of hard intellig<:once is indispensable as th'~ basis for 

the many difficult and fateful dE~eisions that must be made during a civil 

rights operation. Yet, we have been trying to function with only informal 

and patchwork arrangements for the coJ.lection of intelligence, and virtually 

no provision for its collation and evaluation. Both the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation and the Intelligence Corps have been utilbed and have 

cooperated well, but at present they apparently are not able to ass i.gn 

many agents to the job and do not seem t:o have a clear directive to produce 

much raw intelligence, but this is done withou1: planning and no organized 

effort is made to collate and evaluat·~ such faet:s a::; are ga.the.red. 

In situations of increasing racial tens ion, with emaot:ions building 

to the explosive point and a riot a def:i.nite possibility, there. comes a 

timE~ 1-1hen someone must make a decision whether to employ F•ederal troops 

and exert control. This dec is ion is easy if the policy is to wait until 

the lid blows off. However, in a raee conscious city such as Birmingham, 

with some 136,000 Negro citizens out of a total population of 600,000, 
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adherence to sqch a policy would seem to many an act of criminal 

i~responsibili~: the potentialities for loss of life and property 

would be eno~aps. The troops ideally should be employed as soon as 

there is an ap~rent inability of the local law enforcement authorities 

to maintain or~r and be.fore violence has erupted. It will always be 
~ 

difficult to de¢ide just when this fateful moment has come; the 

decision-maker ~ithout adequate intelligence can only make an agonized 

guess, with dis~ster possibly the price of a wrong judgement. Thus far 

we have been o~rating in this manner, gambling without the fail-safe 

protection of ~rd intelligence. 

We in theiArmy should launch a major intelligence p~oject without 

delay, to ident~fy personalities, both black and white, develop analyses 

of the various fivil rights situations in which they may become involved, 

and establish a civil rights intelligence ~center to operate on a 

continuing basi$ and keep abreast of the current situation throughout 

t~ United Stat's, directing collecting activities and collating and 

evaluating the product. Based upon this Army intelligence effort, the 
a 

A~y can more precisely dete~ine the organization and forces and operation 
E 

techniques ideaJ for each. 

We shouldialso recommend designation of an intelligence collecting 

~ncy (logicalJy, the FBI) to work in the field, and give it the direct 
. i 

r~ponaibility pf digging out reliable and t~ly information as to what 

ia taking place; in civil rights operations in which the Federal Government 
~ 

~ need to int,rvene. This will giv~ us the eyes we do not have now. 
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Early and exhaustive reconnaissance of prospective areEJL of 

operatilons, to determine ;Lts tactical and logistical impl:i.cat;ioml t 

fJhould also be standard procedure. 'l'h:tH could profitably inc~ludE~ 

aerial photographs in certain situs,tions, ~Such as i:i school integration 

operatlon on a uni.vers ity campus. Early no:connaissance was iiLUthorized for 

the first time in the Birmingham oper.'<lti.on and contributed substantially 

to faste:r and more: effective planning, 

AlGa important is the early '2.st.ai)lish.ment of our own tE~lepbone 

eoumunic.ation system. This involves the installation of S~l lines and 

direct lines to key centers such as those in the Army War Room in The 

Pentagon and at CONARC and Third Army. Commercial lines are needed to 

uupple1oent the SCAN and direct line:s" btrt cannot be relied upon as a 

primary <::!hannel of' communication. 

Om?. of the oddities of ci.vil rights operations is that when troo]ps 

ure COl!llllitted the Army operates within a domestic area in which c::ivil 

t:ights usually will not 'b4:!. suapende:d, although they may be interfered 

'~ith tE~mporarily by emergency measures necessary to ·put down a riot. 

We are r1equired to respect property rit~h.ts, and therefore thE~ influx of 

a largE~ body of troops may pose spe:cial problems as to authority to use 

1mch rE~al estate as is needed for aviation support, troops bivouac or 

l1.ousing, motor pools, headquarters office space, and the like. \~hile 

this i1~ to some extent a legal matter re:quiring the advice of a :Judge 

Advocate, it is primarily an enginE:er function to make. available :mch 

real e1~tate as will be needed by a civil rights task force. The formula 

used successfully at both Oxford and Birmingham was to call :l.n rcesident 
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experts from t~e District Office of the u.s. Army Corps of Engineers to 

locate and arrhnge for authority to use the real estate required. The 

sooner this ca~ be done the better, as early acquisition of troop sites 

will both facilitate operations and lessen the impact of troop entry on 

the civilian c~nity. 

For reas~ns already indicated the Army's advance party should include 

a Signal Offic•r to handle coomunications problems. Also, as troops are 

authorized to "6e employed in civil rights situations only within narrow 

legal limits often difficult to define, a Judge Advocate should likewise 

be a member of the party. An experienced Info~ation officer should likewise 

be a member of the party, to coordinate with the Department of Justice public 

relations man 4nd othe~~ise cope with the difficult info~tion problems that 

frequently ari$e. 

Finally, as regards modus operandi, I recOIIKiend that we cons ide.r 

adoption of a .olicy of placing troop units on the. scene of incipient 

trouble, on apJtropriate occasions, in orde~r to pre.vent violence from 

breaking out. I realize that there may be~ legal and political obstacl.ea 

to employment 4f this tactic, but I urge that we exploit the stabilizing 

and restrainin~ influence of the presence of disciplined troops of the 

~ 
United States ~~y on a scene of civil disturbance. 

b. ~ Organization. Whenever the Department of Justice sends 

r'presentative~ into thE~ field to mediate or otherwise assist in a civil 

rlghts operatiqn which may require the use. of troops, they should be 

accompanied by;a small eoordination and liaison group of Army representa­

U.ves. This w4s done a1: Bi~ingham with good results. The Officer in 
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Charge should be the representative of the Chief of Staff and .authorized 

to speak :Eor him. He will require a sufficient staff to permit hi.m to 

maintain 24-hour liaison with the De.partment of Justice element and other 

agenciel:J (FBI, CIC ~-ICJ, etc) as required, con:tribute to thEl OpE~rational 

planning, establish effective conmmnicati.ons at an early time, handle any 

legal pre>blems that arise, coordinate information aetivities 1;1ith the 

Department of Justice, and determim~ the re,al estate situation, as a 

minimum. Special circumstances may require temporary augmentatiou of the 

staff, aH for example, to permit tactical reconnaissance of the alrea. 

However, this Army element normally should be kept at minimwn stre.ngth 

and function as anonymously as possible, wearing civilian clothing, using 

civilian vehicles 1, etc., as it may frequently be called upon to function 

before legal authority to employ troops exists and its presence may be 

misinterpreted locally as troop intervention. 

Officers assigned such duty ::Jhould if possible be drawn from persons 

who hBlVEl previously been working with and have el:ltablished rapport with 

the DE:partment of Justice representatives who handle civil rights opet·ations 

in the :Eield, viz., Civil Rights Division attorneys, as aupented by other 

Department of Justice officials. 

Troop units as now constituted are sufficiently flexible to permit 

organization of task forces suited to e:ach operation as it develops, in 

my opinion. With sufficient advance ne>tice of an impending operation, we 

can avoid wasteful over-employment of forces. 

For the future, I would str,ess initial employment of the finest. 

milit:a1:y police outfit we can put together, to achieve n1aximum impact on 
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assembled crqwds of potential trouble~akers. The numbers employed, and 

the strength~f the infantry back-up, would of course depend upon the 

situation. 

This e~ite group of military police should be given proper logistic 

support so t~at its appearance can be maintained. For example, they should 
)!_ 

'i 

" be kept out qf pup tents, provided facilities for keeping their unifo~ 

and other ge~r in top shape, and provided the best available vehicles. 
;! 

q. Equipment. Existing equipment can be adapted to the 

requirement qf a civil rights operation with one possible exception. 

With regard ~o troop reaction time, we can optimize movement to a locality 
~ 

by use of f4ed and rotary wing aircraft. Ground transportation from the 

final landing area to the site of a disturbance, however, will often 
~ 

present difftc~lt problems. For example., in Birmingham few trucks are 
;1 

available fr~ local army units. For political reasons, it has been 

considered u4wf.se to bring in additional trucks, as this gives the appearance 

of troop int.rvention. Some thought was given to the possibility of qaing 
~ 

' local civili+n vehicles such as buses or taxis, as an emergency measur,. 

although thi-4 did not pass beyond the idea stage. The reliability of 1uch 
- 'I 

c 

transportatitn is, in any event~highly doubtful. I recommend that a atudy 

be made as tt the best method of providing fast and reliable ground 
~ 

transportatitn between landing areas and the scene of civil rights 

disturbance yi~h the objective of furthE~r reducing troop reaction tU... 

4. copclusions. On the basis of the foregoing, I have reached 
~ 

the followin' conclusions: 

~. The Army should adhere to a support role in civil rigbts 
' ~ 

matters. De~artment of Justice representatives should be responsible 
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for all operational contacts with civil authorities, except those: 

involving military operaUons. 

b. ThE! Army should maintain close lia:i.so:l with the Departrnemt of 

Justice Civil Ri9hts Division" In. eve1~y civil rights matter in which the 

Army rnay be ca.lled upon for suppor·t 1 ~:here should be close continuous coor­

dination between the Deparbnent cf .Justice and the Army, both in Washington 

and in the field. Whenever the fi.:'pcu:unent of Justice sends representatives 

to thE~ scene of a civil rights disturbance, the .1\.<cmy should send a repre­

sentative if the situation reason:.3l:J1y portends troop intervention. 

c. W'e must improve our ird:::e11i']ence operations, so that we 

in the 1\rrny will know all the persona1:i .. ties we may have to deal with, 

keep abreast of each civil ri<,;~hts situation as :'L.t develops, and be able 

to supply the Chief of Staff and subordinate commanders with hard intel­

ligence on each current operation as :Lt progresses. Currently, we are 

faced with making decisions on the basis of inach:~quate intelligence. I 

reali:1:e that the collectlon of intelligence in the Zone of Tnterior is 

primarily an FBI respons:lbili ty and :~ntend no criticism. 

d. Early reconnaissance of the site of a prospective civil 

rights operation to detennine the taccical and logistical si.tuation is 

essential to optimum functioning by the Annyc This should be accomplished 

covertly, to reduce the political impact of such activity. 

e. Our own telephone ccmmunications faci.lities, employing SCAN 

and d:lr,ect lines to supplement cornmercial lines 1, should be installed as 

early as practicable after a decision that troops may be employed, 

preferably even before Department of the Army coordination and liaison 
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personnel arrive on the scene (see par 

ackomplished as covertly as possible. 

f below). Again, this should be 

f. A coordination and liaison group of Army personnel should 

ac~ompany Depar'l!ment of Justice representat:ives to the field in any civil 

rishts operatioq which may require the use of troops. The Officer in 

Charge should b4 authorized to speak for the Chief of Staff. His staff 

should be kept .t a minimum, but permit him to maintain 24-hour liaison with ,, 

the Department, of Justice element and other agencies (FBI, GIG CIC _7, etc.), 

and contribute to operational planning. He should have a Signal Officer, 

' Info~ation Offlcer, and Judge Advocate to handle communications, information, 

' and legal probl~, and an Engineer Officer to determine the real estate 

i 
situation and cpordinate with the District Engineer Office (see par g 

below). Coordihation and liaison groups should be. organized and trained 

and kept avail~le to be sent into the field on short notice, prepared with 

civilian cloth~~g, credit cards, etc., so that they can operate 
:: 

inconspicuously:. 

g •. As soon as possible after arrival of the coordination and 

liaison group ~n the scene, personnel froo1 the District Engineer Office 
~ 

should be brou.ht in to locate and make available all real estate 

facilities nee.ed by the A~y (troop sites, office: space, aircraft landlng 

areas, etc.). 

h. · Consideration should be given to adoption of a policy 

' of placing tropps on the scene of incipient trouble, on appropriate 

occasions and ,as legally and politically feasible, in order to prevent 

violence from breaking out. This would seem a logical escalation of the 
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tactic: of positioning troops near Birrr.ingharn, which apparently has 

had a n~straining effect. 

i. Use of an elite Tco;.;p of military police for initial 

deplo)'mE~nt at the scene of a civiJ riqhts disturbance would in many 

instances have a strong :::tabilizing e.ffeci:: on a crmvd of potential 

trouble makers. Such a ~~roup should have sufficj_ent logistic 

support to maintain their appearanceo 

j. Existing equipment : .s adctpi:::able to the support of civil 

rights operations, but a sh:.c!y should be made as to whether additional 

equipment is needed to move L:uop'3 from a.ircraft landing areas to the 

site of a civil disturbance ~n or •l,:· • to n'~duce t:roop reaction times. 

~). Recommendation. It i_s ~ ''corrmtended t.hat the foregoing 

conclusions be considered in planning the future role of the A1:my in 

supportlng Department of Justice civil riqhts activities • 
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