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Hey, Soldier:

Did you 
Know?

Relocated....
The Camp Shelby Joint

Forces Training Center, Food
Service Section and Property
Book Office have relocated
from Bldg 3303 to Bldg 2302.  

Contact information is as fol-
lows: numbers with * are new

n FOOD SERVICE
Main No.,  601-558-2682
FAX, 601-558-2744
*Chief Warrant 4 Morales

601-558-4199
*Sgt. First Class Walker,

601-558-4192  
n PROPERTY BOOK OF-

FICE
Main FAX, 601-558-2382
*Chief Warrant 3 McLellan,

601-558-2675
Master Sgt. Lee, 601-558-

2944
Sgt. First Class Packnett,

601-558-2341
* Sgt. Finley, 601-558-4190
* Staff Sgt. Cameron, 601-

558-4191
* Alternate FAX, 601-558-

4188
Mr. Reid, 601-558-2877

Tillman scholars
The Pat Tillman Foundation

is accepting applications for the
Tillman Military Scholarship
program until March 16. The
program is open to veteran and
active duty military service
members of both pre- and post-
9/11 service from all branches
of the U.S. Armed Forces, in-
cluding National Guard and Re-
serve, as well as spouses of
active or veteran service mem-
bers (including surviving
spouses). The application is
available online at
http://www.pattillmanfounda-
tion.org/tillman-military-schol-
ars/apply/ 

Job opportunity...
The Camp Shelby Troop

Store is accepting on-line appli-
cations for retail positions.
Friendly disposition and flexi-
ble hours. Apply online at
www.aafes.com. Background
check is required. AAFES is an
EOE employer.

GI Bill transfer
The Chapter 33 Post 9/11

GI Bill provides for a transfer
of education benefits to Fam-
ily members. Family mem-
bers must be in DEERS and
eligible Soldiers must make
the transfer prior to retire-
ment.  Failure to transfer be-
fore retirement will terminate
the capability to make the
transfer.   

See SOLDIER, Page 2

STAFF SGT. KENNY HATTEN
CSJFTC Public Affairs

Soldiers of the South Carolina Army National
Guard’s C Company, 4-118th Infantry Battalion
put their skills to the test during urban operations
training at Camp Shelby Joint Forces Training
Center on Feb. 27.

“The scope and purpose of the training is to
validate the warrior tasks that we trained them on
yesterday,” said Capt. Ian Moore, 158 Infantry
Brigade Urban Ops Team Chiefs. “We conducted
collective team and squad level training on urban
ops to prepare them for conducting the same
tasks on the platoon level, which gave us the op-
portunity as trainer/mentors to assess the tactical
competence of the unit’s squad and platoon lead-
ership.”

Smoke, artillery simulators and sporadic gun-
fire from blank-adapted weapons greeted the Sol-
diers as they moved into the realistic mock
village in search of insurgent activity and home-
made explosive labs which were hidden through-
out the site.

“This was one of the best urban ops sites I’ve

STAFF SGT. KENNY HATTEN
CSJFTC Public Affairs

Camp Shelby Joint Forces Training
Center welcomed Miss Mississippi USA
2012, Myverick Garcia, as she toured part
of the sprawling facility and visited with
Soldiers who are working and mobilizing
here in support of overseas contingency
operations worldwide.

“I decided to come out to Camp Shelby

because I basically grew up around here,
and my Family is in the military,” said
Garcia. “This is something I could always
see myself doing, and the crown allowed
me to do it in a fun way while demonstrat-
ing what Mississippi hospitality is like.”

During the tour, she was accompanied
by her step-father, Sgt. James Gerlach,
who works in the Contingency Operation

Miss Mississippi USA
visits Camp Shelby

Urban Operations training tests infantry skills

From right, Squad Leader Sgt. Steven All and Spc. William Ortiz secure an open doorway  as the rest of their
unit moves toward the objective during urban operations training at CSJFTC.

See URBAN OPS, Page 18

See VISIT, Page 18

Above, Soldiers of the 869th Engineer Company pose for a group photo with Miss Mississippi USA 2012, Myverick Garcia, during a tour of CSJFTC. Below, Garcia,
smiles as she poses for a photo with Cpl. Michael Santerre, left, and Cpl. David Dodge, of the Florida Army National Guardʼs 869th Engineer Company during a tour of
CSJFTC.

All Ranks Club
Currently undergoing reno-

vations. Business hours are
still the same, but parking is
limited
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Col. Steve Parham ....................CS Commander

Maj. Deidre Musgrave ........................PA Officer

Staff Sgt. Jackquline Moore................PA NCOIC

Staff Sgt. Latasha Williams ....................PA NCO

Staff Sgt. Kenny Hatten..........................PA NCO

Staff Sgt. Michael Williams ....................PA NCO

Dana Elise Smith ..........................Videographer

deidre.musgrave@us.army.mil

The definition of a true patriot can vary,
especially to men and women serving in the
military. To some, a patriot is someone who
fights for their country in the defense of our
freedom. To others, a true patriot is someone
who embodies the characteristics of leader-
ship and lives by the Army values. For those
of us who have served in uniform, we be-
lieve that a true patriot is someone who has
God and country in their soul. To me a pic-
ture is worth a thousand words.

An example of a true patriot is Chaplain
(Brig. Gen. – Ret.) Forrest “Bo” Bankston,
Jr. He retired on Feb. 24 at Camp Shelby
Joint Forces Training Center with more than
42 years of total military service. His active
service comprised 23 years of that total of 42
years. When most people were retiring,
Bankston was just getting started.  Bankston
is one of only a few Soldiers whom have
served in the Army ranks as an enlisted Sol-
dier, a warrant officer and an officer. He sets
the standard for excellence in dedication to
duty and embodies the real meaning of true
patriot within our ranks at Camp Shelby.

Members of the 27th Infantry Brigade
Combat Team, New York Army National
Guard, are currently training here to prepare
for their upcoming mission in support of Op-
eration Enduring Freedom. Continue the
standard of excellence in training, medical

and personnel readiness, and service support.
It is an honor and a pleasure to assist Amer-
ica’s finest as they embark on their journey
in support of America’s continued fight for
freedom. 

The mobilization mission continues to
move forward as we welcome the 869th Ver-
tical Construction Engineer Company,
Florida Army National Guard; the 669th En-
gineer Team Concrete Section, Florida Army
National Guard; the 781st Transportation
Company, Alabama Army National Guard;
the 170th Ordinance Company Support
Maintenance, Kansas Army National Guard;
the 1157th Transportation Company, Wis-
consin Army National Guard; the 444th
Chemical Company, Illinois Army National
Guard; the 140th Chemical Company, Cali-
fornia Army National Guard; and the 210th
Military Police Company, Michigan Army
National Guard. Continue the standard of ex-
cellence in customer service, training, and
support as we assist these units for their up-
coming mission readiness.

Team, help me welcome home members of
the 45th Infantry Brigade Combat Team,
Oklahoma Army National Guard; 204th The-
ater Airfield Operations Group, Louisiana
Army National Guard and the 418th Military
Police Company, Florida Army National
Guard. Thank you, comrades, for your serv-

ice and sacrifice during the past months as
you served your country, state and commu-
nity with honor and distinction during ongo-
ing Overseas Contingency Operations.

Spring break is upon us and the trees are in
bloom early this year. Enjoy the chance to
get outdoors with your Family and friends,
but always keep safety in the forefront when
boating, swimming, skiing and enjoying out-
door sports. Now is a great time to take ad-
vantage of the great weather and kick start
your PT program to ensure you are prepared
for the upcoming APFT in May.

Remember the speed limit on post is 10
miles per hour when troops are walking in
the area and on the side of the road. Obey the
posted speed limits and stay vigilant for
troops walking or running in the area.

Thanks to all of you for your dedicated
support as we continue the mission of mobi-
lizing and demobilizing American Heroes. It
is an honor and a privilege to assist Amer-
ica’s finest patriots as they embark on their
journey for the continued fight for freedom.
Thank you for all that you do and keep up
the good work.  

May God continue to bless you, your
Families, and this great country that we are
so lucky to have the honor to serve.

“SOLDIERS FIRST”!

A true patriot

DANTES Exams
DANTES college credit exams are still

available at Camp Shelby Education Center.
There are 11 DANTES college credit exams
available and an email list is available by
contacting John Junkins at
john.junkins1@us.army.mil or Sandy Hen-
derson at sandy.j.henderson@us.army.mil

NCO Assoc. Conf.
The Mississippi National Guard Non-Com-

missioned Officers Association is scheduled
to hold its 44th Annual Conference at the
Hilton Jackson and Conference Center on
April 19-22. Registration is $50.00 per person
and group room reservations are available at
the Hilton Jackson at the following rates: $77
per night prior to March 20, and $91.00 per
night after March 20, using the group reser-
vation code "NCO." For more information,
call The Hilton Jackson at (601)957-2800 or
1-888-263-0524 and advise them that you are
with the NCO Association. For conference
registration info, call Keith Ales at (601)816-
6452.

CSJFTC Health Fair
Camp Shelby Welless Health Fair – The

Camp Shelby Wellness Health Fair is sched-
uled from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on March
23 at Building 2414. The event is sponsored
by the 177th Armored Brigade and 158th In-
fantry Brigade of First Army Division East,
and is intended to promote health and preven-
tion through education and awareness. 

The event will showcase the resources
available in the local community, including
awareness information on Sexual Assault,
women’s health,  The Sleep Center at Wesley
Medical Center, carbon monoxide screening
& smoking cessation, blood pressure moni-
toring by University of Southern Mississippi
nursing students, body mass index, O2 satu-
rations and a blood drive by the American
Red Cross, Mississippi Department of Public
Safety information on Privately Owned Ve-
hicle Awareness, fitness and nutrition, Live
Well of Forrest General Hospital, Smoothie

King, Veterans Center of Jackson, MS, the
American Cancer Society and Wells Fargo.
This event is open to all Soldiers, Family
members and civilians. 

For more information, please contact Sgt.
1st Class L'Quitha Brock, Senior Chaplain
Assistant NCO, 177th Armored Brigade at
(601) 558-4057 or email at
lquitha.brock@usar.army.mil

Talk About It...
“Talk About It” - Members of the Missis-

sippi National Guard have a new way to ask
for help with the implementation of a new
program that will allow Service members and
their Families to ask for help anonymously
via text message.  The Mississippi National
Guard "Talk About It" program will give
those experiencing personal issues the oppor-
tunity to reach out for help anonymously.
Service members and their Families can con-
nect to trained National Guard personnel in-
stantly by visiting https://login.ancomm-
.com/msnationalguard 

Once an account is created online, you can
text 'Help' to (662) 801-0242 to communicate
anonymously via text message.  This new
program was put into effect on March 1,
2012, and posters with more information
about the program are set to be distributed to
all Mississippi National Guard armories and
wings by March 16.

Vehicle decals
The 2012 vehicle decals are now available

for issue at the MP desk located on the North
side of building 6606. Decals are available
24/7. In order to obtain a decal, you must
have with you a valid driver's license, current
proof of insurance, valid vehicle registration,
and a completed copy of your application. No
exceptions will be made for expired or in-
valid documentation. Decals will only be is-
sued to full-time personnel assigned to Camp
Shelby and contractors with a contract ex-
ceeding 90 days. Decals are not authorized
for soldiers in IDT or AT status.  Please call
601-558-2232 with any questions.

CLEP testing moves
The CLEP testing program has been

moved to college testing sites and is no

longer available at Army Education Centers.
The CLEP is available at USM and William
Carey Testing Sites.  Telephone number for
USM is (601)266-6123; telephone number
for William Carey is (601)318-6188.  There
is a $20 registration fee for Soldiers and $105
for civilians.   Scores are available the same
day of testing.

TAPS Workshops
The Veterans Administration has scheduled

several Transition Assistance Program em-
ployment workshops at CSJFTC, which will
be conducted in room 227-228 at Bldg. 1001.
The workshops are scheduled Monday-
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Friday 8 to 10
a.m. on May 22-28, Aug. 28-31 and Nov. 27-
30. For more information go to
http://ms.ng.mil/aboutus/installations/shelby/
reveille/Pages/default.aspx

College Courses
Soldiers using GoArmyEd to register for

classes and request Tuition Assistance may
register up to 8 weeks prior to the start date
of classes. Early GoArmyEd registration is
encouraged due to the large number of Sol-
diers requesting Tuition Assistance.  Soldiers
attending Non-LOI schools are reminded to
upload class cost verification in their efile.
For direct assistance visit the education cen-
ter in building 1813 or contact John Junkins
or Sandy Henderson at:
john.junkins1@us.army.mil or sandy.j.hen-
derson@us.army.mil

JAG’s new home
The Judge Advocate General’s office has

moved to Bldg. 1485. All contact numbers
are the same. The point of contact is Maj.
Ronald McBay at 601-558-2192.

DOIM’s new home
The Directorate of Information Manage-

ment has moved to bldg 602, located on 6th
St. All contact numbers are the same.

College Classes
In a continuing effort to provide education

programs and services that best meet
CSJFTC customer needs, education services
would be very interested in input from the

CSJFTC community regarding College
classes being held on Camp Shelby. If inter-
ested in attending college classes during non-
duty hours (evening), contact John Junkins at
john.junkins1@us.army.mil

NCO raffle
Raffle for a Honda Fourtrax Fourman 500

FE with tilt bed trailer. Drawing : April 21,
$10 each or 12 for $100 Donation

P.O.C. for ticket purchase in District 4A
and 4B, JFH and the Jackson Area

MSG Timothy Bo Plunk, 662-902-4650;
Terry E. Hill, SMSgt, 601-405-8266; MSG
Gary Bowman, 228-547-1424; CSM (Ret)
Thomas K. Ales; Robert N. White, 601-313-
4531; CSM George Miller and CMSgt Ricky.
P.O.C can also be reached at
www.msncoa.org

Credit Union open
Camp Shelby Federal Credit Union is now

open for business in new location at Ware-
house Ave., bldg 82. Hours of operation are
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon. - Fri., drive thru
opens at 8 a.m. Call 601-544-5421/601-558-
2599.

SOLDIER
Continued from Page 1
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Sgt. 1st Class Raymond Drumsta, 27th IBCT Public Affairs
27TH CHANGE OF COMMAND... During a change-of-command ceremony held here Feb. 18, Maj. Gen.
Kevin R. Wendel, commanding general of First Army Division East, middle, places rank on John H. Burke,
right, promoting him from lieutenant colonel to colonel. Col. Geoffrey J. Slack, 27th Infantry Brigade Com-
bat Team commander, observes on the left. Command of the 27th Brigade Special Troops Battalion was
passed from Burke to Lt. Col. Michael S. Murphy during the ceremony. Soldiers of the brigade are here
preparing to deploy overseas. Below, Wendel and Slack lead the applause for Burke following his pro-
motion.

In a change-of-command cere-
mony held here Feb. 18, Maj.
Gen. Kevin R. Wendel, com-
manding general of First Army Di-
vision East, right, hands the 27th
Brigade Special Troops Battalion
colors to Lt. Col. Michael S. Mur-
phy, left, signifying Murphyʼs as-
sumption of command of the
battalion. Former battalion com-
mander Lt. Col. John H. Burke
stands in the background.  The
battalion belongs to the 27th In-
fantry Brigade Combat Team,
and Soldiers of the brigade are
here preparing to deploy over-
seas.

Sgt. 1st Class Raymond Drumsta,
27th IBCT Public Affairs

By DANA ELISE SMITH
Camp Shelby Public Affairs

Barney Cannaday has been working at
Readiness Sustainment Maintenance Site
at Camp Shelby
Joint Forces Training
Center since January
2008.  As part of the
cab crew in the cab
shop, his job in-
cludes repairing and
replacing parts and
electronics inside the
cabs of military ve-
hicles.

He was born in
Tokyo, Japan, but wa
raised in Grand
Prairie, Texas. He
graduated from South Grand Prairie High
School.

Raised in a military Family,  Cannaday’s
late father, Harold, served in the U.S. Navy
as a Seabee and was a Korean and Vietnam
veteran. His two brothers, John and
Michael, also served in the Navy.

Cannaday joined the U.S. Army in 1980
and served for 13 years with a Military Oc-
cupational Specialty as a wheeled vehicle
mechanic.  During his service, he deployed
to Panama, Grenada and to Kuwait during

Operation Desert Storm.
He went on to join the National Guard in

1993 and a few years later joined the
3656th Maintenance Company headquar-
tered at Camp Shelby. He later joined the
890th Engineer Battalion headquartered in
Gulfport and worked at RSMS from Octo-
ber 2000 to May 2002 as a federal techni-
cian.

In 2003, he deployed with the 890th En-
gineer Battalion to Iraq. He retired from
National Guard in 2008 with a total of 20
years of military service.

Cannaday said that he enjoys working at
RSMS.

“I like being with the people, other mil-
itary retirees and working with military
equipment. I like being surrounded by the
military; it’s just hard to get away from it,”
he said.

In his spare time, Cannaday enjoys fish-
ing, hunting and watching the news. He at-
tends Lyman Baptist Church in Saucier
with his wife, Maria, and two daughters,
Heather, 19 and Jessica, 18.

The 57-year-old is looking forward to re-
tirement in three years.

“I have spent most of my years devoted
to the military, so I made a promise that
when I retire, I would devote all my time
to my Family.”

Upon retirement, he plans to visit part
of the Blue Ridge Mountains in Tennessee.

Retired Guardsman is a part
of cab shop crew at RSMS

27th
Change of
Command
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CHAPLAIN (MAJ.) TERRY PARTIN
Staff Chaplain, CSJFTC

No matter your faith outlook, the New Testament can give
you a great look at what life is really like.  Take, for instance,
two passages of scripture that would seem to be eons apart.

First, consider this passage from Matthew 21:9-11 
The crowds that went ahead of him and those that fol-

lowed shouted, "Hosanna to the Son of David!" "Blessed is
he who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Hosanna in the
highest!" When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was
stirred and asked, "Who is this?" The crowds answered,
"This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee."

Then consider Matthew 27:20-26, 
But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd

to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed. "Which of
the two do you want me to release to you?" asked the gov-
ernor. "Barabbas," they answered. "What shall I do, then,
with Jesus who is called Christ?" Pilate asked. They all an-

swered, "Crucify him!" "Why? What crime has he commit-
ted?" asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, "Crucify
him!"

Notice the change?  How could this be the same group of
people?  How could they go from hailing him as king and
then desire the release of a criminal instead of the promised
deliverer?  In less than a week, they changed from a gracious
worshipping congregation to a lynch mob ready to deliver
Jesus to the Roman executioner.  Regrettably, this was not
the first time that Jesus experienced the fickleness of fair
weather followers.  In the John 6 we see Jesus perform the
miracle of feeding several thousand people.  They in turn
decide that he should be their king (6:14-15).  Jesus slips
through the crowd and later teaches more in depth about the
real cost of following him.  After this, so many of those fol-
lowing him leave that he is prompted to ask his dearest dis-
ciples if they too will desert (John 6:66-67).

Why this dismal change of heart and mind over such short
periods of time?  It appears that they were easily led astray.

They had not known his touch, never been in his true pres-
ence, or really seen his face.  They were driven by the wants
and desires of themselves and of others instead of a true re-
lationship with the Messiah.  

A faithless, faceless religion will always lead you to be
like a wave on the sea, tossed to and fro by every current of
popularity, convenience, and hype.  These people quickly
changed direction as the situation and leadership around
them changed.  Instead of anchoring themselves to some-
thing that would hold no matter what storm raged, it is as if
they tied their very lives to tail of kite and hoped they could
reel them back in when they wanted to do so.

As we move toward this Easter season, take a moment
and look at your life.  Are you easily persuaded by the situ-
ation and the people around you?  Do you find yourself
going with the crowd instead of standing on your own in-
tegrity and character?  If so, it may be time to find an anchor
to hold you in place as the changes of the world try to push
you around.

What pushes you around?

The following worship opportunities are
available through Camp Shelby Joint
Forces Training Center.

ON POST
General Protestant
Sunday, 9 a.m., Greer Chapel
Sunday, 12:30 p.m., Greer Chapel

Catholic Mass
Saturday, 2 p.m., Greer Chapel

(Confessions at 1:30 p.m.)

Sunday, 2 p.m., Greer Chapel
(Confessions at 1:30 p.m.)

For Jewish, Latter-day Saints and Mus-
lim services, please contact the Post
Chaplain for assistance at 558-2378.

OFF POST
*Transportation provided for Jewish,

Episcopal, Lutheran, Muslim services
ONLY (due to time scheduling) Units
are responsible for arranging trans-
portation by calling 601-558-2622.

Lutheran
Sunday, 8 a.m., St. John Lutheran
Church, 2001 Hardy Street, 601-583-
4898.

Latter-day Saints

Sunday, 9 a.m., Latter-day Saints
Meeting House, 1618 Broadway Dr.,
601-268-2438/ Hall: 601-268-9706.
Contact the Post Chaplain.
Episcopal
Sunday, 8 a.m., Trinity Episcopal, 509
West Pine St., 601-544-5551

Jewish
Friday at Temple BʼNai Israel at 801
Mamie Street, 601-545-3871. Every

Friday at 6 p.m.

Muslim
Contact Post Chaplain

Others
Church of God at Bellevue, Hwy. 589,
Hattiesburg
Jesus Christ of LDS, 2215 Broadway
Drive, Hattiesburg

CAMP SHELBY AREA WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

By STAFF SGT. 
KENNY HATTEN

Camp Shelby Public Affairs

Worshippers gathered at
Camp Shelby Joint Forces
Training Center’s Greer
Chapel for the annual Ash
Wednesday Service held
Feb. 22.

The service was conducted
by Father Tommy Conway,
pastor of St. Thomas

Aquinas Catholic Church in
Hattiesburg, and was at-
tended by military and civil-
ian personnel working or
stationed here at CSJFTC.

In the calendar of western
Christianity, Ash Wednesday
is the first day of Lent, and
occurs 46 days before Easter.
It derives its name from the
practice of placing ashes on
the foreheads of adherents as
a sign of mourning and re-
pentance to God.

Father Tommy Conway places sacramental ashes on the forehead of Maj. Jacqueline Corley, CSJFTC
Provost Marshal, during the Ash Wednesday Service held at Greer Chapel on Feb. 22.

Ash Wednesday Service
held at Greer Chapel
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By DANA ELISE SMITH
Camp Shelby Public Affairs

St. Patrick’s Day occurs on
March 17 and during the last 251
years has become a holiday that is
celebrated world-wide. The Irish
Catholic church chose this day be-
cause it is the anniversary of the pa-
tron saint of Ireland’s death. 

It is referred to as a day when
“everyone is Irish.” St. Patrick’s
Day is widely celebrated as a day of
revelry, no matter what nationality

you are. But like the potato plant,
many traditions of the day are
rooted not in Ireland, but in the
United States. And those who were
responsible for starting these tradi-
tions were Soldiers.

Wearing green, pinching some-
one who isn’t garbed in green,
dying rivers green, drinking green
beer, and of course, marching in St.
Patrick’s Day parades are all tradi-
tions started in the United States.

According to a website, the New
York City St. Patrick’s Day Parade

was a tradition that started in New
York City in 1762 by homesick
Irish Soldiers serving the British
Army in the American Colonies.
They celebrated by speaking Irish
(Gaelic), wearing green, singing
Irish songs and playing Irish tunes.
To this day, the parade route is led
by a military unit and for the past
150 years, members of the National
Guard’s 69th Regiment known as
the “Fighting 69” have led the pa-
rade route.

Soldiers at Camp Shelby Joint

Forces Training Center, like Lt. Col.
Constance Essex, will be celebrat-
ing St. Patrick’s Day this year by at-
tending a Family friendly parade in
Pass Christian with Family and
friends. 

“It's a lot of fun but you really
have to pay attention,” Essex said.
“They throw parts and pieces for
Irish stew, which means cabbage,
carrots, onions and potatoes  –
everything but the meat. They all
come at you, flying through the air.
Heads up!”

Everyone is Irish on St. Patrick’s Day – March 17

Petal CWJC session
The Petal Christian Women's Job

Corps will begin its fall session on Feb.
13.  This is a 10-week course, meeting
from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Monday -
Wednesday. Job-readiness skills, in-
cluding basic computer keyboarding,
and life skills, including Bible study and
money management, will be offered.
For more information, contact Karen
Byrd at 601-325-7276.

JORT production
Just Over the Rainbow Theatre will

produce the award-winning comedy by
Ron Hill, The Ladies of Harmony, March
15-17 at the Arts & Humanities Complex
in Petal. JORT President Michael Garner
will direct the seasonʼs third production
for the local community theatre. Show
dates are 7:30 p.m. 15-17 (Thursday,
Friday, Saturday). Tickets to all shows
are $10 and reservations are requested
but not required.  For reservations, call
601-583-7778 or email contact@jorton-
line.org.  More information is available at
the theatreʼs website: JORTonline.org.

VA Workshop
Wesley Manor Retirement Commu-

nity will host a free public VA workshop
presented by Attorney Jim Wilson of
Wilson Elder Law Center from 3-5 p.m.
Thursday, March 15. The workshop will
include an overview of "Aid and Atten-
dance" benefits offered through the Vet-
erans Administration.  Participants will
learn that over-65 and now disabled
wartime veterans may qualify for much-
needed money to pay for medical bills
and in-home care.  Even the surviving
spouse of a wartime veteran who needs
regular "aid and attendance" may qualify
for these benefits.  To register, call Linda
Eaton 601 270-1054.

Family, Friends Day
Great Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist

Church will hold its annual Family and
Friends Day at 11 a.m. March 18 with
the Rev. Donald Aaron of Foxworth as
the speaker. Spring Revival Services will
be on Monday, March 19, and run
through March 23 with services set for
7:30 p.m. nightly. 

The church is located at 138 Walter
Myers Road, Petal. Terry Fairley is pas-
tor. For more information, call the church
at 601-582-1435.

Baseball reunion
If hearing “Take Me Out to the Ball-

game” brings back memories of days
spent playing baseball at Jones County
Junior College, then you need to mark
March 23-24 on your calendar. Thatʼs
when the JCJC Alumni Office will host its
first baseball reunion.

Former players, coaches, managers
and batgirls are invited to join us at Com-
munity Bank Park for this special event.

A cookout is scheduled for 6 p.m. Fri-
day, March 23, at “The Bank.” Tickets for
the cookout are $10 for adults and chil-
dren ages 13 and older and $8 for chil-
dren ages 4-12. Children ages three and
under are free.

On Saturday, March 24, reunion at-
tendees are invited to come back out at
noon for lunch and to cheer on the Bob-
cat baseball team as they host Copiah-
Lincoln Community College in
doubleheader action beginning at 2 p.m.
Tickets for this portion of the reunion,
which includes lunch and admission to
the game, are $15 for adults and chil-
dren ages 13 and older and $10 for chil-
dren ages 4-12. Children ages three and
under are free.

Baseball reunion T-shirts are $10
each and are available in sizes youth
extra-small through adult XXX-large.

For registration information or special
accommodations, call 601-477-4145 or
e-mail alumni@jcjc.edu. Online registra-
tion is available at
https://supportjones.jcjc.edu.

Baseball tournament
The City of Petal Recreation Dept.

Womenʼs (Field 1) and Co-Ed (Field 2)
USSSA Softball Tournament is set for
March 24 at Petal City Park. For more in-
formation, contact Tom Hardges or
Joshn Young, 601-325-4814 or 601-
4008-0650.

Tutus & Treats
Tutus & Treats, a Dessert Theatre, is

on tap for March 22 at the Jackie Dole
Community Center. This is the effort of
South Mississippi Ballet Theatre (SMBT),
who is working to raise funds to send
three of its dancers to the Youth Ameri-
can Grand Prix 2012 competition in New
York. 

A silent auction and meet-and-greet
will begin at 6:15 p.m. followed by a per-
formance at 7 p.m. The show will include
the 11 dancers who competed in Dallas
earlier in the month and will highlight the
three students chosen to compete in
New York – Haley Boyles, Clay Murray
and Victoria Strickland. Show time will
run approximately one hour with all pro-
ceeds benefitting the dancers competing
in New York. 

The event will include dessert, “kindly
donated by a very generous local
caterer” and the show. There will also be
a silent auction.

Tickets are Tutus and Treats are $15
for adults, $10 for kids and can be pur-
chased at the door the night of the event
or in advance from the studio.

Housing workshop
Housing Alternatives in Hattiesburg is

offering a FREE Homebuyer Education
Workshop from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday,
March 24, at 4100 Mamie Street (the old
WIN Job Center). You must attend all
day to receive a certificate. You may pre-
register by calling 601-544-9140.

Dinner theater auditions
Auditions for cast and interviews with

crew for the 37th season of Carey Din-
ner Theatre (CDT) are at 10 a.m. Satur-
day, March 31, in the Joe and Virginia
Tatum Theatre on the Hattiesburg cam-
pus of William Carey University.

CDT presents two musicals in June
and July. All members of the company,
performers and staff, will be compen-
sated. The financial package includes
salary, tips (company members serve
during dinner), and housing.

Those auditioning as performers will
present a one-minute monolog from a
modern prose play (no dialect), a one-
minute vocal selection from a Broadway
musical, and will participate in a dance
audition. An accompanist will be avail-
able, but will not transpose. Taped ac-
companiment may be used. Each
person who auditions should bring com-
fortable clothes for the dance audition.

Audition requirements for pianists in-
clude a prepared two-minute selection
from a Broadway musical. Sight reading
will be required.

Interviews will be held for technicians,
costume assistants, house-box office
managers, and office assistants. Each
person will complete an application and
interview with staff. Portfolios are invited.

Performers may also apply for staff po-
sitions.

Each applicant should bring a head
shot to the audition/interview. For more
information call 601-318-6218 or email
cdt@wmcarey.edu. Contracts are of-
fered only to those who have graduated
from high school by May 28 and to col-
lege and non-college students. The
company commitment is May 28 through
July 23.

Kindergarten roundup
The Lumberton Kindergarten

Roundup is set from 8:15-3:15 Thursday,
April 5, in the Media Center at Lumber-
ton Elementary. Enrollment will not be
complete without the following neces-
sary documents: certified birth certificate
(original, not a copy), Mississippi Immu-
nization Compliance (marked complete
for school); childʼs social security card;
physical; parent ID; 2 documents as ver-
ification of residence in Lumberton
School District (any document with a
post office box number will not be ac-
cepted. Acceptable documents include:
County and City tax receipts, mortgage
deeds, rental receipts or lease, voter
registration card, utility bills - no cell
phone bills, driverʼs license.

If you do not have all of the above in-
formation, you are encouraged to bring
your child and start the enrollment pro-
ces. All enrollment requirements must be
complete by the first day of school. 

Band reunion
A reunion of anyone who was in the

Hattiesburg (Blair) High School Tiger
Band will be held at 6 p.m. Friday, April
27, at the Elks Club in Hattiesburg.

Originally planned as a get-together of
band members from 1963 to 1973, the
reunion is open to anyone who was in
the band. 

Former band members who have not
been contacted should contact Tom
O'Neal at tom.oneal@att.net or call 731-
610-6681 for full details. O'Neal asks
that former band members who cannot
attend the reunion also contact him so
that their current contact information can
be included in a Tiger Band directory.

At the library...
■ HATTIESBURG, PETAL, FOR-

REST COUNTY LIBRARIES:
Petal Library Storytime (714 S. Main

Street). Join us for stories, songs, fin-
gerplays, activities, and fun! For chil-
dren ages 2-5 years old. Thursdays at
10 a.m. Call Melanie Tucker, 601-582-
4461 for more information.

■ OAK GROVE LIBRARY
MARCH EVENTS...
• Closed Friday, March 30
• Peeps® Show at the Library - SIGN

UP– From 5 - 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, April
3, we will be having a Peeps Show at the
Library where participants will create a
scene from a book or movie using
Peeps® as the primary characters. We
will provide a platform on which to create
the scene, and a few Peeps. Participants
provide all else that they need, including
more Peeps, Sign up required and
space is limited, Sign up begins on
Thursday, March 1, and ends on Friday,
March 23.

• Family Story Times – 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday and Thursdays. Thursday is
generally a repeat of Wednesday

• Xbox Fridays! 4-5:30 p.m. Fridays in
March from 4 - 5:30 p.m. Stop by and
play a game or two on our Xbox 360
console!

• Daytime Book Club with Judy, 2 p.m.
Tuesday, March 20, “Against Medical
Advice” by James Patterson

• Xbox Family Game Night with Pizza!
A Family friendly game involving the
Xbox Kinect! 6 p.m. Thursday, March 22.
Xbox 360 and Pizza = Happy

• Family Movie Night, 4:30 p.m. Tues-
day, March 27. Please call for movie de-
tails

• Author Visit! Terry Goetz, author of

The Surrender of Ethan Moses, will be
here from 1-3 p.m. Wednesday, March
28. Please stop by and visit with this
local author!

• Scrabble @ the Library! 5:45 p.m.
Thursday, March 29. Food and Scrabble
= Happy

Forrest Multipurpose
■ March 21-April 1 – Duds for Doodle-

bugs Consignment Sale. If you are in
need of anything from infant clothes to
childrenʼs toys to DVDs this is the place
to find it. More information, dudsfordoo-
dlebugs.com or call 601-583-7500.

■ April 6-8 – Easter Fun Run Barrel
Race. The Easter Fun Run Barrel Race
will be returning to the Main Arena again
this year. This event will bring in partici-
pants from around the south for exciting
barrel racing action. For more informa-
tion visti downsouthpro.com or call 601-
583-7500.

■ April 19-21 – Que Delta Weekend.
■ April 28-29 – Hattiesburg Gun and

Knife Show. Come out and buy, trade,
sell, or just browse the hundreds of ven-
dor tables made available. Guns, knives,
jewelry, and many other items will be on
display. More information contact 601-
583

William Carey University
■ “Artwork by Charles Price: A

Search for Prolific Innovation,” opening
reception 5-6 p.m. March 8, Lucile
Parker Gallery. Exhibit runs through
March 29. Gallery hours are Monday-
Friday, 1-4 p.m., but will be closed
March 12-16 for university holidays.

■ March 25 – “A Night for the Great
Commission” Youth Rally. A night of wor-
ship, testimonies, music and praise be-
ginning at 6 p.m. in Smith Auditorium,
Thomas Fine Arts Center, William Carey
University, 601-318-6571

■ “William Carey University Student
Art Exhibition,” opening reception 4:30-
5:30 p.m. April 12.

Group Run/Walk
The Pine Belt Pacers hold a weekly

group run/walk starting at 5:30 pm on
Thursdays at the USM Gateway to the
Long Leaf Trace. The run is free and all
levels of ability are encouraged to par-
ticipate. Prior to beginning the run/walk,
participants will have the opportunity to
select the distance and pace they plan
to run. This weekly run/walk will be a
way to meet other runners/walkers of
similar ability.

Weekly track sessions are held at
Thames Elementary School track at
5:30 each Tuesday. Additional informa-
tion about the club may be found at
www.pinebelt-pacers.org.

Relay for Life events
■ Hattiesburg:
Held on the campus of the University

of Southern Mississippi in past years,
this yearʼs Relay will be held at Tatum
Park on Saturday, April 21, beginning at
3 p.m. Anyone interested in forming a
team or who is interested in contributing
or becoming a company sponsor is in-
vited to attend the kick-off meeting or to
contact Committee Chair Sheri Ezell at
601-606-1081.

■ USM:
USMʼs first independent Relay for

Life event will be held at Pride Field be-
ginning on Friday, April 27.  For more in-
formation about USMʼs Relay for Life,
contact Whitney Stubbs at 601-266-
5074.

■ Petal:
Petalʼs Relay for Life is scheduled

for Friday, May 4, at Hinton Park, the
former Relay Park, beginning at 6 p.m.
For more information, contact Commit-
tee Chair Katye Parker at 601-543-
9280.

■ Lamar County:
Relay for Life of Lamar County will be

hosting a “Disney Characters for a Cure”

Monday, March 19 at Murphyʼs Catfish
House in Sumrall from 6-7:30 p.m. Tick-
ets must be purchased in advance.

For ticket information, call Kerri
Mauldin at 601-543-8874 or Carol Moree
at 601-270-0042.

This yearʼs theme for Lamar Countyʼs
Relay for Life is “Cancer Never Takes a
Holiday.”  All tents will be decorated in
the holiday spirit of their choice. The
Sumrall Concert Choir, Oak Grove Mid-
dle School Jazz Band and Mike Russell
(also known as Elvis) are scheduled to
perform during the night. 

The event is scheduled for May 4-5 at
the Sumrall High School football field
from 6 p.m. Friday to 6 a.m. Saturday. All
cancer survivors are invited to attend a
Survivor Reception at 6 p.m. Opening
ceremonies will begin at 7 p.m. with the
Survivor/Caregiver/Parade of Teams,
Kids Laps. A luminary service will be
held at 9:30 p.m. 

Anyone interested in having a Relay
team, performing at Relay, or supporting
Relay in any way is asked to contact
Kerri Mauldin at 601-543-8874 or Carol
Moree at 601-270-0042

The YMCA
■ The Petal Family YMCA is now tak-

ing registrations for our Spring Volleyball
League, ages 9 through 18.  Spring Vol-
leyball at the Petal Family YMCA is an
excellent place to help your child de-
velop their passion for the game in a
recreational environment that promotes
fun and skill development over winning.
Stop by the Petal Family YMCA to regis-
ter for this program now through March
2nd.  The cost is $50 for members and
$65 for non-members.  Call the Petal
Family YMCA at 601-583-9399 for more
information or visit our website at
www.ymcahattiesburg.org.  

■ Trip to Amelia Island, St. Augustine
and Jacksonville, Fla., May 7-11, $480
per person, double occupancy. 

For more information, call Floanne
Kersh, Active Adult Director, at 601-

■ Oil Painting with instructor Sherri
Wimberly. The first Y session art
classes will work in oils and study the
use of color to bring out light and move-
ment in landscapes. $25 for Y members
and $50 for noon-members. For more
information and for materials needed,
call Floanne, 601-583-4000.

■ White Elephant Bingo held at 10:45
a.m. Tuesdays and continues every
second Tues-day of the month. This is
an opportunity to give away your un-
wanted possessions and take a change
to win another participantʼs donation.
Participants are required to bring at
least two new or old items in good con-
dition. Non-member guests are wel-
come at a none-member fee of $5 per
bingo card (2 card limit for all players).

■ Line Dance classes will be held at
7 p.m. Thursdays. This is an introduc-
tory class that will meet for 6 weeks and
teach adult line dancing. No experience
needed. Instructors are Richard and
Jan Murphy. Cost is $25 for individual
members and $35 for couple members;
$50 for individual non-members and
$65 for non-member couples. Register
with the Yʼs member services. 

■ Minnieʼs Thursday Crafters –
Every Thursday at 1 p.m. This ongoing
group meets to enjoy embroidering,
crocheting, knitting and quilting. Free to
members. Non-members can purchase
a one-time Crafters Thursday Card for
$10.

■ Round Table Discussion Group, a
Y function only. On-going, every Thurs-
day at 10:45 a.m. Dr. Graham Hales
and Terry Peters will conduct the dis-
cussions. $5 guest fee.

■ Covered Dish Luncheon – at noon,
last Friday of the month at The Family
Y. Bring a covered dish. For more infor-
mation about these and other Y events,
call Floanne at 601-583-4000.

@
Email your event to:

beth@hubcity
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A benefit concert for Coach"

Terry Stanford is set for Sunday
March 18, at The Bottling Com-
pany in Downtown Hattiesburg

Doors open from 1 p.m. - 10
p.m. $10 donation. Band Line Up
includes 2 p.m., Change of Pace;
3:30 p.m., Glitch; 5 p.m. - Outlaw
X; 6:30 p.m., Travis Clarke; 8
p.m., King Fridays, the headliner.

The purpose of this benefit is
to assist Coach Terry Stanford in
paying for some of the many ex-
penses of his recent heart trans-
plant. Another purpose for the
benefit is to encourage others to
become organ donors, as Coach
Stanford is living proof of how the
thoughtful and generous act of
organ donation truly is "the gift of
life.".

John Terry Stanford grew up in
Hattiesburg, attended the Univer-
sity of Southern Miss, and
worked for the City of Hattiesburg
for 28 years. 

For more information or to do-
nate please call John Stanford at
601-517-3734.

Celebrate Spring with Provi-
dence Hospital Foundationʼs
19th Annual Festival of Flowers
on March 29 – April 1. This
blooming affair is the largest
charity flower show in the South-
east and is recognized as one of
the top 20 events in the South by
the Southeast Tourism Society.

The Festival of Flowers at-
tracts more than 15,000 atten-
dees throughout the Southeast to
take in these glorious gardens. It
promotes gardening and preser-
vation of our natural resources
and beautification of our environ-
ment. This yearʼs theme, Fairy
Tales Can Come True, will fulfill
those expectations by bringing
the flowers to life through its lively
colors.

Craig Roberts and Paul
Fontenot will present this yearʼs
architecture and landscape de-
signs. Roberts is the lead archi-
tect and Fontenot is the lead
landscape architect. This yearʼs
featured artist will be Bonnie
Fuchs.

From botanists to fairy tale
dreamers, this yearʼs Festival is
for everyone. The floral celebra-
tion will include:

Blooming Cuisine – Seminars
featuring a warm Southern
kitchen by local chefs and food
aficionados that will share their
knowledge on topics ranging
from growing and using fresh
herbs to food and wine pairing
suggestions. 

Floral Couture – Life-sized
gowns and couture featuring fairy
tale characters made from more

Tickets are on sale now for
American Family Theaterʼs pro-
duction of The Wizard of Oz at
the Historic Saenger Theater in
Downtown Hattiesburg at 3 p.m.
Saturday, March 24.  Join the ad-
venture as Dorothy and her
friends follow the yellow brick
road to the wonderful Land of Oz
through the magic of live, musical
theater.  

Known for their family-friendly
musicals, American Family The-
ater is no stranger to Hattiesburg
or the Saenger Theater stage.
They have entertained Pine Belt
audiences with classic favorites
such as A Christmas Carol,
Babes in Toyland, Beauty and the
Beast, and Pinocchio. On Satur-
day, March 24, they will once
again captivate young and old as
they bring The Wizard of Oz to
life through animated characters
and enchanting sets.

Established in 1969 with the
goal of bringing high quality live
theater to venues across the
United States, American Family
Theater performs on more than
300 stages each year delivering
wholesome entertainment to au-
diences of all ages.  Presenting
childhood tales in 330 cities
across the United States and
Canada, they also deliver per-
formances abroad in places such
as India, Taiwan, Australia and
STickets to The Wizard of Oz are
$10 and $12 and may be pur-
chased online at www.Hatties-
burgSaenger.com or by calling
the Saenger Theater Box office
at 601.584.4888.

The Saenger Theater is a Hat-
tiesburg Convention Commission
Facility. Since 1991, the Hatties-
burg Convention Commission
has been developing and operat-
ing tourism-related facilities for
the Hattiesburg area.

Benefit concert for
coach is March

Festival of Flowers
March 29, Mobile

Follow yellow brick
road to Oz at Saenger

Saintsation auditons
set for April 15, NOLA

Habitat restaurant
tour kicks off April 2

The 2nd Annual Habitat
Restaurant Tour is set to kick off
April 2. Each day during the tour,
a different restaurant is featured
as the "restaurant of the day."
This restaurant will donate a per-
centage of its sales during the
day to Hattiesburg Habitat. Last
year, Habitat raised more than
$2,000 for affordable housing in
Hattiesburg. In addition to ex-
ceeding last yearʼs goal, Habitat
wants to add more restaurants
this year with a goal of 20 restau-
rants in 20 days donating 20 per-
cent of their sales during their
tour day to Habitat.

The money raised from this
tour will be used to serve more
families with affordable housing
solutions in the Hattiesburg Area.
So far, Hattiesburg Habitat has
helped 57 families build and buy
their first homes. 

Participation couldnʼt be eas-
ier. Simply dine at the “restaurant
of the day” and a percentage of
sales will be donatedto Habitat!
To get the full tour schedule
please visit Habitat at www.hat-
tiesburghabitat.org.Supporters
can also like Habitat on Face-
book at facebook.com/hatties-
burghabitat orfollow them on
twitter @hahfh. 

than 50,000 real flowers.
Plant Sale – The Festival will

allow attendees to purchase top
quality plants and flowers that will
be displayed at this yearʼs Festi-
val. Available for purchase April 1
– 2 at $8 per flat.

Garden Café – where you can
choose from local food attrac-
tions and shop at the Garden
Galleria with 45 vendors

Proceeds benefit the health
ministry of Providence Hospital.

Tickets: Adults $15 – at the
gate $13 – in advance; Seniors
$14 – at the gate; children (ages
12 and under) FREE; Special
rates for groups of 14 or more

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, visit www.festival-
offlowers.com, or call 251-
639-2050 or 1-877-777-0529.

The New Orleans Saintsations
2012 Auditions will be held on
April 15 at the UNO Human Per-
formance Center.

They are looking for dedicated
young women who are physically
fit, talented in dance/cheer, and
are able to present themselves in
a professional manner. Because
the Saintsations are influential
role models to the youth in area
communities, women who are
committed to leading a healthy,
productive lifestyle will be se-
lected.

The audition is a three-step
process consisting of preliminary
dance audition, a professional in-
terview and football test, and a
dance/speaking audition.

The audition will be preceded
by two optional workshops de-
signed to prepare you for audi-
tions. You can download the
2012 audition packet at our web-
site www.Saintsations.net for
more audition information and
forms. All audition questions
should be sent to saintsa-
tions2@gmail.com.  

As the dreary days of winter give
way to the brighter days of spring, gar-
deners in South Mississippi know that
it is time to get to work in their yards
and gardens.

To help everyone get ready for all
the lawn and garden work ahead, the
Jones County Junior College Founda-
tion, Inc. is hosting its sixth annual
Gardening Symposium from 8 a.m.-
3:30 p.m. Thursday, April 5, in the
Ronald E. Whitehead Advanced Tech-
nology Center.

Guest speakers for the event are Bill
Finch, executive director of the Mo-
bile Botanical Gardens, and Kevin
Hinton, certified floral designer for
Bankhead Flowers in New Albany.
Finch will speak during the opening
session and Hinton will deliver the af-
ternoon keynote presentation.

“We are looking forward to having
Bill Finch and Kevin Hinton as our
featured speakers this year,” said Car-
oline Ramagos, JCJC vice president
for advancement. “These men are very
sought after for their expertise and I
believe they will challenge our sym-
posium participants with some new
and exciting ideas that they can use in
their home gardens.”

The cost is $50 and includes work-

shops, lectures and a gourmet lunch
prepared by the JCJC Culinary Arts
Department. Seating is limited and
pre-registration is encouraged. All
proceeds from the symposium go to-
wards scholarships and other needs of
the JCJC Horticulture Program.

“Each year, we try to incorporate
new gardening trends that comple-
ment the ‘tried and true’ methods,”
Ramagos said. “Our breakout sessions

are designed to inspire us to add a few
new twists to our gardens.”

Participants can choose to attend
three of four breakout sessions, which
include “New Summer Color Op-
tions” by Dr. Allen Owings of LSU
Extension and Research in Hammond,
LA; “Small Greenhouses for the
Home Gardener” by Mitchell Sum-
mers of Tubular Structures in
Lucedale; “Floral Arrangements:
What to Make with the Consumer
Bundles of Flowers Purchased at a
Box Store” by the JCJC Horticulture
Department; and “Detailed Demon-
stration: How to Build a Raised Bed”
by Dr. Gary Bachman of the Coastal
Research and Extension Center in
Biloxi.

Following the afternoon keynote ad-
dress, the JCJC Horticulture Depart-
ment will have a plant sale until 3:30
p.m.

For registration information or spe-
cial accommodations, call 601-477-
4145 or e-mail foundation@jcjc.edu.
Online registration is available at
https://supportjones.jcjc.edu. When
registering for more than one person,
please complete a registration form for
each individual.

William Carey University Public Relations
WCU FACULTY MEMBERS SELECTED... Five William Carey University faculty members were recently selected to exhibit their artwork
in the Mississippi Art Faculty Juried Exhibition hosted by the Lauren Rogers Museum of Art in Laurel April 10 - June 27. The exhibition
will showcase current works by full and part-time art faculty from colleges and universities throughout the state. From WCU, the selected
faculty members were, from left, Dr. Read Diket, professor of art and education; Brent Wallace, photographer and adjunct instructor of
photography; Chatham Meade Kemp, Lucile Parker Gallery curator and art instructor and Myra Meade, artist and adjunct art instructor.

JCJC Gardening Symposium April 5

JCJC Public Relations
Mississippi horticulturist Felder Rushing
shows how to turn something as simple as
an old plastic paint bucket into a miniature
herb garden.

Tutus & Treats SMBT Dessert Theatre
is March 22,  downtown

By BETH BUNCH
Managing Editor

Dancers entertaining at the up-
coming Tutus & Treats, a
Dessert Theatre, will be on their
toes.

The event, on tap for March 22
at the Jackie Dole Community
Center, is the effort of South
Mississippi Ballet Theatre
(SMBT), who is working to raise
funds to send three of its dancers
to the Youth American Grand
Prix 2012 competition in New
York. 

A silent auction and meet-and-
greet will begin at 6:15 p.m. fol-
lowed by a performance at 7
p.m. The show will include the
11 dancers who competed in
Dallas earlier in the month in
what is billed as the largest stu-
dent ballet competition in the
world. YAGP holds regional preliminaries in 12 cities in the
United States, as well as in France, Japan, Brazil and Mex-
ico. Dancers who attended were competing for a chance to

qualify for the New York City
Finals April 22-28. 

SMBT was lucky enough to
have three students chosen –
Haley Boyles, Clay Murray and
Victoria Strickland. Their per-
formances will be highlighted
during the fundraiser. Show time
will run approximately one hour
with all proceeds benefitting the
dancers competing in New York. 

Artistic director Katya Oro-
hovsky said dancer expenses are
estimated to cost about $12,000.

According to Orohovsky, the
Tutus and Treats event will in-
clude dessert, “kindly donated
by a very generous local caterer”
and the show. There will also be
a silent auction which will in-
clude such items as a fishing trip
to Costa Rica valued at more
than $1,500, a gift basket worth
more than $250 and much more.

Tickets are Tutus and Treats are $15 for adults, $10 for
kids and can be purchased at the door the night of the event
or in advance from the studio.

Submitted Photo
Victoria Strickland, Hayley Boyles and Clay Murray have
earned a spot to cpmpete in the Youth American Grand
Prix 2012 competition in New York.
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By CMD. SGT. MAJ. STEVEN CHANCELLOR
CSJFTC Command Sergeant Major

I would like to say thank you to all women,
including those in the Armed Forces. The
month of March is designated for recogniz-
ing National Women History Month. The
first celebration of women’s history in the
United States was in 1978 and was known as
“Women’s History Week.” In 1987, congress
extended the celebration to the entire month
of March. So this year’s theme is “Women’s
Education-Women’s Empowerment.”

Even in the military, women have played
a major role. Congress enacted passage of
Public Law 845 in 1956. This law authorized
female officers in the National Guard. In
1967, Public Law 90-130 permitted the en-
listment of women in the National Guard.
From the Revolutionary War to the current
Overseas Contingency Operations, women
have taken on major roles and made signifi-
cant contributions to the success of our mis-
sion.

Today, Camp Shelby Joint Forces Training
Center, 177th and 158th Training Support
Battalions hosted a Women’s History Month
program. It went extremely well and I appre-
ciate everyone who participated and did the
coordination. A job well done!

Before I go any further, I would like to
congratulate Col. Brad Smith on his recent
promotion.

I look forward to working with you as my
new boss and both of us teaming up to keep
Camp Shelby moving forward as a premiere
mobilization training facility.

The NCOs  are vitally important in prepar-
ing our Soldiers and units to deploy during
these times of persistent conflict. Continue
to set goals throughout the year. I challenge
all the NCOs within these gates to continue
to set goals. Get to know your Soldiers. Let’s
re-establish Leaders books. Maintaining a
Leader’s book will help you to know your
Soldier. There’s a section for Soldiers’ per-
sonal data to include addresses, phone num-
bers, strip maps to their homes, spouses and
kids’ names and birthdates. The section also
has uniform sizes, weapons qualification,

Army Physical Fitness Test information, last
Noncommissioned Officer Evaluation Report
through date, counseling dates and date of
rank. Then there’s a section on training to
track Noncommissioned Officer Education
System courses and Army Warrior Tasks and
Drills. Properly maintained Leaders Books
will positively affect our metrics. Take care
of your Soldiers because they are the NCO’s
of tomorrow.

The best way to lead is by example.
Let me remind you that the NCO Conven-

tion is still planned for April 20-22 in Jack-
son at the Hilton. I highly encourage all
NCOs for your attendance. A wide range of
information, especially your benefits while
in the Guard is mentioned at the convention.

Finally, let’s incorporate safety into every-
thing that we do. Everything from risk man-
agement processing to reminding your
Soldiers about vehicle accidents remains the
number one killer of Soldiers. No Soldier
should be injured due to carelessness.

Team, keep up the great work, train hard
and be safe. Soldiers First!

Cmd. Sgt. Maj. Chancellor

COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR’S CORNER

Women serving country well
Tradition of the Retreat Ceremony

STAFF SGT. KENNY HATTEN
Camp Shelby Public Affairs

Retreat is a daily ceremony held at all
Army installations as the national flag is low-
ered at the end of the work day. It is sched-
uled at a definite time in late afternoon, with
the precise time left to the discretion of the
installation commander. At Camp Shelby
Joint Forces Training Center, the time desig-
nated is 1700 hours, or 5:00 p.m. The cere-
monies of Retreat in the afternoon, coupled
with Reveille in the morning constitute a dig-
nified homage to the national flag from its
raising to its lowering.

The bugle call "Retreat" is sounded just be-
fore the actual lowering of the flag. Tradition-
ally, at the last note of this call, a cannon is
fired. Then, if a band is present, the national
anthem will be played. In the absence of a
band, the bugle call "To the Colors" is sub-
stituted. As the anthem, or "To the Colors" is
sounded, the flag is lowered. The lowering of
the flag will be regulated so as to be com-
pleted with the last note of the music.

All military personnel not in formation
within sight or sound of the ceremony will
come to attention and render the appropriate
salute, facing the flag (or the direction the
music is coming from if the flag is not visi-

ble). 
When in a formation or a group, the senior

service member present will call the group to
“Attention” and then “Parade, Rest” at the
first note of “Retreat.” At the first note of “To
the Colors” the senior service member will
call the group to “Attention” and “Present,
Arms.” At the conclusion, the senior service
member will give the command “Order,
Arms.” Those in civilian clothing will re-
move their headgear and place their right
hand over their heart at the first note of “To
the Colors.” Service members not in uniform
and retired service members may render the
hand salute if they choose.

All vehicular traffic on the installation will
come to a halt. Service members and govern-
ment civilian personnel will turn off their ve-
hicles and, if safe to do so, exit their vehicles
and render the appropriate honors. If travel-
ling in a bus or other military vehicle the
driver or individual in charge of the vehicle
will dismount to render honors.  Disabled
persons and small children are not required
to exit their vehicles.

The retreat ceremony is known to have
been in use in the American Army since the
Revolutionary War. At that time, it was
sounded by drums-the normal musical instru-
ment found in the Infantry units of that pe-
riod.

Household safety always important
BY SGT. FIRST CLASS CECIL WILSON

CSJFTC Safety NCOIC

An accident or injury can occur in any area
of your home. Some safety hazards are obvi-
ous – such as toys left lying at the top of the
stairs. Others are not so
easily identified – such a
stairway railing that has
become loose. The fol-
lowing is a checklist that
will help you avoid acci-
dents:

n Keep knives, forks,
scissors and other sharp
objects in a drawer with a
childproof latch

n Install a dishwasher
childproof lock

n Install stove knob
locks and knob protectors 

n Keep chairs and step
stools away from stove

n When cooking, place
all pot handles inward and
use only rear burners where the child can’t
reach them

n Store glass objects and appliances with
sharp blades out of reach of children.

n Store garbage can behind a cabinet door
with a child proof latch

n Unplug all appliances when not in use
n Store all medicines and vitamins in a

high cabinet out of reach
n Store matches/lighters in locked cabinet
n Remove all chemicals from cabinets

under sink or install childproof latches
n Place all plastic garbage bags and sand-

wich bags out of reach
n Keep all cord and wires out of reach
n Keep refrigerator door magnets and

other small items out of reach
n Install childproof latches on all lower

cabinets
n Keep fire extinguisher handy but out of

reach from children
n Ensure child high chair is equipped with

a safety belt that has a strap between the legs
n Never leave stove unattended 
n When you first come in the house and

smell gas DON”T turn on any switches or use
the house or cell phone, open all doors and
windows for ventilation and call the gas com-
pany from outside the house

n Never store gasoline or flammables in a
enclosed garage and near furnaces

n Ensure there are smoke detectors in all
living spaces and perform tests twice a year

n Keep weapons out of reach of children
n Develop an emergency escape plan and

rally point and conduct drills so every family
member is thoroughly familiar

These are few tips to keep you safe at
home, however you must develop a safety
conscious attitude. We must strive to provide
a safe haven for our families, it’s our respon-
sibility!
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By RET. SGT. 
DONNA HICKMAN

314th PA Operations Center

American Gold Star
Mothers and First Army Di-
vision East provided stu-
dents and citizens of the
Pontotoc community a
hands-on introduction to
military robotics.  

American Gold Star
Mothers Donna Bagwell and
Wilma Allen said they
wanted the youth in their
community to be motivated
by the display and apply
themselves towards growing
career opportunities in ro-
botics and technology.  

“Our organization’s goal
here was to get some of
these young students inter-
ested in the robotics program
because there’re so many
opportunities in medicine
and factories,” said Bagwell.

Command Sgt. Maj. Mil-
ton C. Elliott, commandant
of First Army Training at
Camp Shelby Joint Forces
Training Center,  and train-
ers from First Army Division
East’s Robotic Systems Joint
Project in Detroit worked to-
gether to support the Ameri-
can Gold Star Mother’s goal.
Elliott stressed to students
the career opportunities
available in the automotive
and medical industries.  

First Army presented three
types of robots to the com-
munity – the Talon, the Fas-
tac and the Mini-EOD.  

“These robots are de-
signed to find Improvised
Explosive Devices that in-
surgents may hide,” said
Master Sgt. Terry Walker,
operations chief with RSJP,
who worked with these types
of robots while serving in
Afghanistan. Walker also ex-
plained to the students how
robots are used in other
fields such as agriculture and
medicine.

Brittany Goodwin, an
eighth-grade student at
North Pontotoc School, said
that she wants to pursue a
career in surgical robotics

and looks forward to helping
save lives.

“I think it would be a
blessing to actually help the
heroes of our country,” she
said.

All of the robots in the
demonstration have infrared
cameras enabling them to
conduct night-time surveil-
lance without detection, and
are all used for explosive or-
dinance disposal. Each one
has unique capabilities. 

“The Talon can drag up to
200 pounds,” said Jim Drys-
dale, a civilian Department
of Defense trainer with the
RSJP.  He said this capabil-
ity could be used to keep
personnel safe while pulling
an injured service member to
safety under hostile fire in
addition to mission-specific
tasks like moving rocks or
other obstructions, opening
car doors, and “looking” into
suspicious vehicles for
weapons during EOD opera-
tions.

North Pontotoc School
seventh grader John Ross
Turner asked a number of
questions about the robots’
capabilities before volun-
teering to be the first to op-
erate the Fastac robot. 

“The Fastac is named for

its ability to travel just over
five miles per hour, which is
fast for a robot,” said RSJP
trainer Dana Yowchuang.
The Fastac is operated using
commercially available
Sony PlayStation controls,
making it user-friendly and
very popular with the kids
attending the demonstration.
When it was time to pass the
controls to another student,
Turner said “I want to build

and operate robots — it’s
cool!”

The last robot to be
demonstrated was the 30
pound Mini-EOD robot,
which can be carried in a
rucksack and used in dis-
mounted operations.  Ponto-
toc students took turns trying
on the “ocular device,” a
monitor attached to special
glasses, used for monitoring
the Mini-EOD’s location and

activity. 
The enthusiastic responses

from the students were ex-
actly what Bagwell and
Allen were hoping for.  

American Gold Star
Mothers, Inc. is an organiza-
tion of mothers who have
lost a son or daughter in the
service of the U.S. military.
Bagwell’s son, Lucas
Tucker, was serving with the
Marines when he was killed

in Iraq.  Wilma Allen, of
Stonewall, Miss., is also a
member, and her son, Spc.
Robert “Shane” Pugh, was
killed in Iraq while serving
as a medic in the Mississippi
Army National Guard’s
155th Brigade Combat
Team.  Allen and Bagwell
continue to honor their sons
by staying engaged in sup-
portive activities. 

First Army Division East’s
three visiting RSJP trainers
instruct military service
members who are preparing
for deployment overseas.
First Army Division East,
which has eight brigades lo-
cated across the eastern
United States and its territo-
ries, mobilizes, trains, vali-
dates and deploys Reserve
Component units at Camp
Shelby to support overseas
military operations. Along
with Reserve component
units, the division’s
trainer/mentors prepare and
deploy sailors and airmen,
along with selected members
of the interagency and inter-
governmental departments,
to provide trained and ready
forces across a full-spectrum
of operations to regional
combatant commanders
worldwide.

U.S. Army photos by Sgt. Donna Hickman, 314th Public Affairs Operations Center
Crouched behind the monitor and controls, eighth-grade student Haeden Dyar operates the Talon as Jim Drysdale looks on. He said the
Talon can drag objects weighing up to 200 pounds, move obstructions, open car doors, "look" into vehicles with its adjustable infrared camera
and monitor sounds with an external microphone. 

Robots
rolling

through schools

U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Donna Hickman, 314th Public Affairs Operations Center
The Talon rolled into North Pontotoc High School for a hands on demonstration. 

Ninth-grade students Ashley Reeves, left, and Haley Gasaway at Pontotoc City High School School look at the remains of a Mini-EOD robot
that was hit by an Improvised Explosive Device in theater. 

North Pontotoc High School ninth-grade student Diamond Gregory leans in for a close look at the Fastac
robot, named for its ability to travel over five miles per hour. Dana Yowchuang, left, trainer for First Army
Division East’s Robotic Systems Joint Project in Detroit, said the Fastac is used to gather information
ahead of a convoy with the use of its four infrared cameras. 
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Staff Sgt. Kenny Hatten, CSJFTC Public Affairs
2-108TH REFLEXIVE FIRE... Spent brass flies as Spc. Justin Rankin engages his target from 25 meters during reflexive fire training at Camp Shelby Joint Forces Training Center. Rankin is a member of the New
York Army National Guardʼs 2-108th Infantry Battalion, which is training here at CSJFTC for deployment in support of overseas contingency operations.

AP Workshop
The Veterans Administration has scheduled

several Transition Assistance Program em-
ployment workshops at CSJFTC, which will
be conducted in room 227-228 at Bldg. 1001.
The workshops are scheduled Monday-
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Friday 8 to 10
a.m. on May 22-28, Aug.28-31 and Nov. 27-
30. For more information go to
http://ms.ng.mil/aboutus/installations/shelby/
reveille/Pages/default.asp

Free Credit Scores
In support of the National Guard Bureau,

the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority
(FINRA) and FINRA Investor Education
Foundation (which is part of FINRA) have
once again provided service members with
the opportunity to check their credit scores
and credit analysis free of charge through
March 31, 2012. Checking your credit
through this site does NOT go against your
credit history.  Go to:
http://apps.finra.org/myFICO/2/default.aspx
. On the right frame is the link to get the credit
score. Educator's code: NEU2BWJJ

Military Discounts
• Military Discount- Pink's Presents located

inside The Secret Gallery gift store at New-
pointe Shopping Center (Oak Grove) is offer-
ing a 20% military discount on the purchase
of "Survival Straps" bracelets. Proceeds ben-
efit The Wounded Warrior Project. Call Susan
Cucullu, (601) 264-1322 or go to www.sur-
vivalstraps.com.

• Old Navy –Every Monday Old Navy
Clothing Store offers a 10% military discount
to military members with a valid I.D.

• Lowe’s Home Improvement- Lowes of-
fers a 10% military discount every day to uni-
formed service members.

Tax Center
Camp Shelby’s Income Tax Center offers

free income tax services in bldg. 1485. Open
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Mon., Tues., and Thurs. and
from 9 a.m. to noon on Wed. and Fri. (closed
weekends) “Appt-Only” basis. Will take ap-
pointments through April 12. Call 601-558-
2190 to set appt. Walk-ins not accepted.  Call
Cpt. R.L. Edwards 601-558-2348.

Chapel services
Noon Day at the Chapel on CSJFTC

Wednesdays from 11:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Hey soldier
Continued from Page 2
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ever been to, “said Spc.
Joseph McQueeny. “This one
has false walls where the
HME labs are stored, as well
as second stories on the
buildings, which is a lot more
in-depth than the other sites
I’ve trained on.”

The complexity of the
urban ops site helped the Sol-
diers to think on their feet
and look twice before mov-
ing into and through the
buildings of the mock vil-
lage, which enhanced the re-
alistic feel of the training.

“There are a lot more hid-
den things you have to look
out for here, so it’s a good
idea to pay attention,” said
Sgt. Brandon Sloan. “The
second stories in the build-
ings are good, because a lot
of people don’t think about
how to negotiate stairs, look
in the areas under stairs or
look for other avenues of ap-
proach.”

The Soldiers of C Com-
pany were quick to appreci-
ate the training value
provided by the mock vil-
lage, and took the opportu-
nity to use all the assets at
their disposal during the ex-
ercise.

“The facility is good, and
it provides complex urban
terrain, complete with civil-
ians on the battlefield,” said
C Company Commander
Capt. Gene Hineman. “It
gives our guys the opportu-
nity to engage our other as-
sets such as Female
Engagement Teams and in-
terpreters, as well as looking
at the structures and figuring
out how to use all the tools

we have to negotiate the
training lane.” 

As the battlefield condi-
tions in overseas contingency
operations change, so do the
training methods and facili-
ties, thanks to up-to-date
feedback from Soldiers who
train in the facilities, along
with valuable information
provided by training staff
who have served overseas.

“We try to collect after ac-
tion review comments from
the units as far as what we
can improve on here, or what
we can do for them so that
they can better benefit from
the training,” said Moore.
“Ninety-nine percent of our
feedback has been positive,
and the Soldiers say that the
site is extremely realistic and

that it’s a valuable assess-
ment tool for them.”

First Army Division
East, which has eight
brigades located across the
eastern United States and its
territories, mobilizes, trains,
validates and deploys Re-
serve Component units at
CSJFTC to support overseas
military operations. Along
with Reserve component
units, the division’s
trainer/mentors prepare and
deploy sailors and airmen,
along with selected members
of the interagency and inter-
governmental departments,
to provide trained and ready
forces across a full-spectrum
of operations to regional
combatant commanders
worldwide.

Location Maintenance section of
DPTMS (Directorate of Plans, Training,
Mobilization and Security).

“When Myverick won the Miss Mis-
sissippi USA crown, everybody around
here knew it, because of course, I was
proud and was showing her picture to
everybody,” said Gerlach. “After she
won, the upper command asked when
we could get her to come to Camp
Shelby , and it was a joint effort to bring
her out here to introduce her to the

troops, show her the mobilization
process and letting her see what Sol-
diers are going through when they’re
getting ready to go to war.”

Garcia’s bright smile and down-to-
earth personality drew people out of
their daily routines as she visited with
the Soldiers around the mobilization
site, and she said that she was impressed
at how much Camp Shelby has changed
over the years.

“Things have definitely evolved
since I was here,” she said. “Of course,
when you’re young, you just think of
roaming around and having fun, but
from what I’ve seen, the training here is

amazing.”
Stopping at one of the many range

complexes, Garcia talked with Soldiers
going through mobilization training
here, and posed for a couple of photos
wearing “full battle rattle” before mov-
ing on to the Soldier Readiness Process-
ing area, the Exchange Store and finally,
the Mobilization and Training Equip-
ment Site (MATES), where she watched
an M1A1 Abrams tank demonstration.

“I just want to thank everyone for al-
lowing me to come out here,” said Gar-
cia, “and I want to give Camp Shelby a
big ‘HOOAH’, and I thank them for
everything they’ve done for us.”

Taking care not to allow his barrel to protrude from the window, Spc.
Primo Torres uses his rifle scope to scan for insurgent activity during
urban operations training at CSJFTC.

Urban Ops
Continued from Page 1

Visit
Continued from Page 1

Sgt. James Gerlach and his step-daughter, Miss Mississippi USA
2012, Myverick Garcia.

Miss Mississippi USA 2012, Myverick Garcia, talks with Soldiers at the AAFES Exchange Store at Camp Shelby during a tour of the mobi-
lization site.
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SGT. 1ST CLASS 
RAYMOND DRUMSTA

27th IBCT Public Affairs

Smoke, explosions and the
shouts of mock casualties
made Combat Lifesaver
training realistic for 27th In-
fantry Brigade Combat Team
(IBCT) Soldiers here Feb.
11.

First Army trainers certi-
fied 71 brigade Soldiers as
Combat Lifesavers (CLS)
following lanes training at
Camp Shelby's Bobcat Vil-
lage. The Soldiers treated
mock casualties under simu-
lated combat conditions,
capping two days of inten-
sive CLS classes by the
trainers.

The Soldiers belong to the
brigade's 2-108th Infantry
Battalion, 4-118th Infantry
Battalion and Headquarters
and Headquarters Company.
Earlier the same week, CLS-
certified Soldiers of the 4-
118th Infantry Battalion did
some hands-on training to
keep their CLS skills sharp.
Soldiers of the brigade are
here preparing to deploy.

Combat Lifesavers are
non-medical Soldiers who
provide life-saving measures
as a secondary mission as
their primary or combats
missions allow. The Combat
Lifesaver is a bridge be-
tween the self-aid/buddy-aid
(first aid) training given to
all Soldiers during basic
training and the medical
training given to the combat
medic.

"They're a Soldier and a
shooter first," said Master
Sgt. Linda Smith, the NCO-
in-charge of the classes.
"They have to do that mis-
sion first." Smith and the
trainers, who conduct about
30 CLS classes here a year,
belong to the 2-351 Infantry
Battalion, 158th Infantry
Brigade, First Army Divi-
sion East. 

They don't allow "wall-
flowers" – Soldiers who
stand back and watch others
train – in their classes, Smith
said.

"One-hundred percent par-
ticipation is required to pass
this course," she said. They
put lower enlisted Soldiers in
charge of squads for the
lanes, because when there
are casualties to be treated,
everyone needs to listen to
CLS-qualified Soldiers, no
matter what their rank is, she

stressed. They once had a
brigadier general in their
classes, and he got down on
the ground and learned to
treat the wounded just like
everyone else, Smith re-
called.

Soldiers learn a variety of
things in the classes, like
how to use a combat applica-
tion tourniquet, maintain air-
ways, treat a sucking chest
wound, use combat gauzes,
call in a nine-line medevac
request and manual carries
for the wounded.

The lanes training in Bob-
cat Village ties together
everything the Soldiers
learned in the classroom,
Smith said. With streets and
wooden buildings like an ac-
tual town, Camp Shelby's
Bobcat Village is used for
tactical and combat exer-
cises. 

The scenario on the lanes
involved indirect fire and
multiple casualties. Soon
after entering the village in
squad-sized elements, the
Soldiers hit the dirt, shouting
"incoming!" as high-pitched
whines heralded the loud
boom of artillery simulators. 

As the explosions faded
the cries of the wounded
could be heard, and the Sol-
diers were up and running to
their aid. The smoke and ex-
plosions kept on coming as
the Soldiers carried the casu-
alties to a casualty collection
point, evaluated them,
treated their wounds, put
them on litters, called for
medical evacuation using the
nine-line medevac request
and took them to a nearby
landing zone.

They use pyrotechnics like
smoke grenades and artillery
simulators to add realism to
the lanes and put the Soldiers
on edge, Smith said. This in
turn improves reaction time
and creates muscle memory,
making actions automatic
and saving valuable seconds
when treating casualties, she
explained.

"When your adrenaline
goes up, you perform faster,"
Smith said. "Those seconds
could save a Soldier's life."

"Actually hearing the ex-
plosions and screams" got
his adrenaline going, and
was the right preparation for
actual situations, said Staff
Sgt. Samuel Ortiz of the
brigade's Headquarters and
Headquarters Company. 

"That way, when we get

out there, we won't be as
nervous," said Ortiz, of
Brooklyn, N.Y. The training
was exciting, realistic and
comparable to training he re-
ceived during his stint in the
Marine Corps, he added. 

Evaluating casualties thor-
oughly and paying attention
to detail were just two of the
things he learned, Ortiz said,
and those things save lives.

This was the best CLS
training in his experience,
said Pfc. Clayton George, 2-
108th Infantry Battalion.
Among other things, they
learned newer standards and

got a chance to use updated
equipment, he explained.

"This is more realistic than
those I've done in the past,"
said, George, who is from
Medina, N.Y. "Here we also
moved as a squad and pulled
security."

You have to keep cool, de-
spite the smoke and explo-
sions, so you don't make
mistakes, George said.

"You have to make sure to
do it right and get the mis-
sion completed," he stressed.
"Smooth is fast and fast is
smooth."

Soldiers of B Company, 4-

118th Infantry Battalion
showed the same motivation
when they conducted three
days of CLS training here
the same week. Since 98 per-
cent of the company is CLS
certified, the training was
simply a refresher course,
said 2nd Lt. William Jensen,
of B Company.  Most of that
training took place at home
station before mobilizing,
added Jensen, who is from
Charleston, S.C.

As he did at home station
last year, Sgt. Stephen Cald-
well, senior medic for B
Company, conducted most
of the training here. The Sol-
diers practiced things like
the fireman's carry, heaving
their fellow Soldiers over
their backs and moving a
short distance before treating
simulated injuries and call-
ing for medevac helicopter
using the nine-line medevac
request.

Though "cheat cards"
showing each line of the
nine-line medevac request
are nice to have, Soldiers
should know what each line
means and why they're im-
portant, said Sgt. Benjamin
Dye, of B Company, who
helped with the training. 

"The first five lines are
gonna get the bird in the air,"
said Dye, who is a firefighter
and emergency medical
technician with North
Charleston, S.C. Fire De-
partment.

He taught about 20 CLS
classes in 2011, and tried to
make them as involved as
possible, using combat sce-

narios, gunshot sound effects
and moulage to simulate a
variety of injuries, said Cald-
well, of Charleston. Every-
one should know the basics
of CLS, and it's not just for
combat, he stressed.

"Anything can happen at
anytime, and there may not
be a medic around," Cald-
well explained. "It may not
always be a combat-related
injury." 

Battalion CLS-certified
Soldiers helped treat a Sol-
dier who had broken his toe
when the brigade was at the
National Training Center at
Fort Irwin, Ca. last fall,
Caldwell said. They stabi-
lized the Soldier's injury and
transported him for further
treatment by medics, he re-
called.

"They jumped in and
weren't scared, and that's
what's important," Caldwell
said.

First Army Division East,
which has eight brigades lo-
cated across the eastern
United States and its territo-
ries, mobilizes, trains, vali-
dates and deploys Reserve
Component units at CSJFTC
to support overseas military
operations. Along with Re-
serve component units, the
division’s trainer/mentors
prepare and deploy sailors
and airmen, along with se-
lected members of the inter-
agency and intergovernmen-
tal departments, to provide
trained and ready forces
across a full-spectrum of op-
erations to regional combat-
ant commanders worldwide.

U.S. Army photo by Sgt. 1st Class Raymond Drumsta, 27th IBCT Public Affairs
Spc. Charles Doward, far left, provides security for Sgt. 1st Class Vince Tomasella, left, and Master John Tyler, right, as they carry a carry a
mock casualty to a casualty collection point during combat lifesaver training here on Feb. 11. Sgt. 1st Class Kevin Black is playing the
casualty, and all four Soldiers belong to Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team. Doward is from
Brooklyn, N.Y., Tomasella is from Rochester, N.Y., Tyler is from Adams, N.Y. and Black is from Kenmore, N.Y.

Combat
Lifesavers

U.S. Army photo by Sgt. 1st Class Raymond Drumsta, 27th IBCT PA
Sgt. Andrew Brechko, left, and Spc. Travis Wood, right, treat a mock
casualty at a casualty collection point during combat lifesaver training
here on Feb. 11. Brechko belongs to Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 27st Infantry Brigade Combat Team, and Wood belongs to
A Company of the brigadeʼs 2-108th Infantry Battalion. Brechko is
from Windsor, N.Y. and Wood is from Bloomingdale, N.Y. 

Deploying
Soldiers
certified
as...
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By STAFF SGT. MICHAEL
WILLIAMS

CSJFTC Public Affairs

U.S. Army Anthropometric
Models to Optimize the Human
Systems Interface II survey, also
known as ANSUR II, is collecting
data at Camp Shelby Joint Forces
Training Center that will help
modify equipment and better fit-
ting clothing for Soldiers in the
near future.

ANSUR II will be collecting
measurements from approxi-
mately 13,000 Soldiers throughout
the United States that will help de-
sign better items for today’s Army. 

“This particular phase of the
survey will provide a foundation
for the database for everything that
is in design for Soldiers,” said
ANSUR II Project Leader Cynthia
Blackwell. “Everything that a Sol-
dier touches; how they sit in a ve-
hicle; their protective equipment
and their clothing; all of this data
is used for designing equipment.” 

“There are specific things we
need to know about the popula-
tion. Some are extremely tall and
some are short; some are big and
some are small,” said Blackwell,
during an interview. “This data
provides the foundation for us to
know what today’s population
looks like.”

The objective of the survey is
to develop new anthropometric
models for Soldiers and aviator
clothing and equipment design,
develop anthropometric specifi-
cations for digital human figure
models to be used in workspace
and workstation design, and sup-
port Clothing and Individual
Equipment (CIE) fielding re-
quirements which will provide a
comprehensive traditional 3-D
anthropometric database for Ac-
tive and Reserve components.

The last anthropometric survey
was conducted in 1988, where the
average Active duty male Soldier
was 5’9” in height and weighing
172 pounds. Now, it is outdated
and today’s population is diverse.
Today, the average male Soldier
(Active or National Guard)
weighs 184 pounds.

The Army was experiencing a
critical shortage in key pieces of
equipment such as body armor
about 10 years ago. Central issu-
ing facilities were placing special
orders for special sizes and did
not know why this was happen-

ing. Something was definitely
odd about the database, said
Blackwell.

“Since 1988, we have had an 11
pound difference in weight com-
pared to active duty and National
Guard/Reserve male Soldiers,”
said Blackwell. “We are updating
the database because it’s not just
active duty Soldiers anymore; we
are looking at the entire Army
which consists of National Guard
too. They make up over half of
the force now.”

During the first part of the sur-
vey, Soldiers fill out a biographi-
cal data sheet that consists of
answering questions based on
age, gender, race and Military Oc-
cupation Specialty.

“We don’t use names,” said
Blackwell. “Soldiers are selected
by age, gender and race. Once we
have their information and know
their MOS, we can look at partic-
ular equipment for those MOS.”

In a posture of sitting, standing
and reaching, the team has to
compile 94 precision body meas-
urements. It is broken down into
four measurement stations: reach
station, torso station, head, hand
and foot station, and a 3-D body
scan.

Measurements from standing,
height-to-knee, height-to-shoul-
der, around the waist and even leg
extension, the survey team uses
measuring tape and anthropome-
ters measuring devices.

“During the reach portion of
the survey, Soldiers sit and extend
their legs as if they were sitting in
a vehicle with their foot on a gas
pedal,” said Joseph Parham,
ANSUR II Government Field su-
pervisor, as he gives a tour of the
operations to local media. “Sol-
diers reach up; they reach out,
lean up against a wall and stretch
out. This determines how far we
can put a button in a cockpit or in
a vehicle.”

Camp Atterbury, Ind., Fort
McCoy, Wis., and CSJFTC were
some of the places the survey vis-
ited, in order for National Guard
Soldiers to participate. The
ANSUR II survey’s last stop will
be in Arlington, Va.

“A lot of Soldiers say that they
went through the survey because
they were told to do so and they
understand the purpose,” said
Parham. “But others said, they are
going to go through the survey be-
cause they know it’s going to get
them better gear.”

CSJFTC Soldiers participate in survey

First Sgt. Worley Davis, Directorate of Resource Management NCOIC, participates in the Antrhropo-
metric Survey at Camp Shelby Joint Forces Training Center. Davis extends his leg as if he is reaching
for a gas pedal in a military vehicle. 

Photos by Staff Sgt. LaTasha Williams, CSJFTC Public Affairs
First Sgt. Worley Davis, Directorate of Resource Management NCOIC, extends his arms as he reaches side-to-side during the Anthropometric Survey that was being conducted at Camp Shelby Joint Forces
Training Center.

AN
SU

R 
II 

“Everything
that a Soldier
touches; how

they sit in a vehi-
cle; their protec-

tive equipment
and their cloth-

ing; all of this
data is used for

designing equip-
ment. There are

specific things we
need to know

about the popula-
tion.”

–Cynthia Blackwell 
ANSUR II

Project Leader 
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Traumatic Brain Injury Awareness Month
By STAFF SGT. LATASHA

WILLIAMS
CSJFTC Public Affairs

March is designated as
Traumatic Brain Injury
Awareness month.

Military healthcare organi-
zations throughout Depart-
ment of Defense will be
making efforts to advertise
traumatic brain injuries, pre-
vention, symptoms and treat-
ments during March.

LCDR Theresa Baptiste is
the officer-in-charge of the
behavior health section of the
Medical Task Force Shelby at
Camp Shelby. The section
provides behavior health and
mild traumatic brain injury
screening to Soldiers mobi-
lizing through Camp Shelby
Joint Forces Training Center
(CSJFTC). The behavior
health section also provides a
range of behavior health sup-
portive services to military
personnel at CSJFTC who
are active-duty soldier station
on post in support of the
overseas contingency opera-
tion.

Larry Phipps is a certified
physician assistant in the be-
havior health section. Phipps
is the point of contact for the
mTBI section at Camp
Shelby. He primarily per-
forms the history-taking neu-
rologic and cognitive
portions of the mTBI exam.
Since Phipps has been at the
medical task force, he has
trained the other healthcare
providers to perform a com-
plete evaluation for concus-
sions. He has trained the
other providers to also per-
form a detailed neurologic
evaluation and implemented
a cognitive worksheet to as-
sist in the evaluation of the
brain’s functioning.

“We document a detailed
history of the person’s injury,
perform a cognitive exam
and complete a neurologic

exam along with other testing
as needed to formulate a di-
agnosis,,” said Phipps. “We
then make a decision as to
what the Soldier’s treatment
should be. Soldiers are either
recommended for outpatient
treatment or referred to Med-
ical Treatment facilities to ac-
commodate more significant
injury and effects.”

Mild traumatic brain injury
(mTBI) is a medical condi-
tion that affects the brain’s
functioning. It is also known
as a concussion. The terms
mild traumatic brain injury
and concussions are used in-
terchangeably. A common di-
agnosis is that of head injury
with a temporary disruption
of brain function which may
cause a variety of physical,
emotional and cognitive
symptoms. Common causes
of concussions in children
may be related to sports in-
jury or bicycle accidents.
Common causes in adults

would be falls or motor vehi-
cle accidents. 

For many Soldiers in over-
seas combat zones, it is often
caused by an injury related to
a blast from in improvised
explosive device (IED) or
mortar round.  Physical
symptoms of concussion may
include headaches, dizziness,
balance disorder or sleep dis-
turbance among others. Com-
mon cognitive symptoms of
concussion may include dif-
ficulty paying attention, dif-
ficulty concentrating, short
term memory deficits and
disruptions of executive
functions. Common behav-
ior/emotional symptoms may
include depression, anxiety,
agitation, irritability or im-
pulsive.

It is important that all per-
sons suspected of having a
concussion be evaluated by a
healthcare provider to deter-
mine the severity of their in-
jury. Even though most

concussions will heal well,
more specialized treatment is
needed for others. Concus-
sions should be treated in a
timely manner and rest is
very important to facilitate
the healing process. 

After being diagnosed with
a concussion, your healthcare
provider will best advise you
on when you or your child
should return to work or
sports. Returning to physical
exertional activities too soon
may expose you to subse-
quent concussion(s).  Return-
ing to mental exertional
activities and physical activ-
ities too soon may result in
more severe symptoms, inter-
fere with the healing process
and may result in permanent
damage. 

“The sooner a person is
evaluated and treated, the
more likely the brain will
heal 100 percent,” said
Phipps. 

Most symptoms com-
pletely resolve in days to
weeks however, some symp-
toms may persist for a bit
longer. Persistent symptoms
are seldom permanent and
usually resolve with outpa-
tient care.  Mortality rate is
almost zero.

Prevention is the key to
avoiding concussions with
mTBI. Wearing seatbelts and
taking measures to prevent
falls are important in reduc-
ing the number of concus-
sions. Wearing protective
athletic headgear helps to
prevent concussions and cer-
tainly aid in decreasing the
severity of the injury. Sol-
diers riding in armored vehi-
cles and properly wearing
their protective headgear pro-
vide significant protection of
their most protected asset
(their brain).  

To contact MTFS TBI and
the behavioral department,
call 601-558-2620.

By MAJ. MARK B. CARTER
Judge Advocate

More often than we like,
our office receives calls
from spouses of Soldiers
who report their military
sponsor is not sending any
money home or not send-
ing enough money to
cover the bills. Meeting
your family’s financial re-
sponsibility is not only the
right thing – it is required
of all Soldiers serving on
active duty.  

Family support obliga-
tions are governed by AR
608-99, which states in
pertinent part that: “Sol-
diers are required to man-
age their personal affairs
in a manner that does not
bring discredit upon them-
selves or the U. S. Army.
This responsibility in-
cludes:

(1) Maintaining reason-
able contact with family
members so that their fi-
nancial needs and welfare
do not become official
matters of concern for the
Army

(2) Conducting them-
selves in an honorable
manner with regard to
parental commitments and
responsibilities

(3) Providing adequate
financial support to family
members

(4) Complying with all
court orders...”

Generally, if a court has
ordered a Soldier to pay a
certain amount to his de-
pendents or former de-
pendents then that
court-ordered amount is
the maximum amount re-
quired by the Army.  Fur-
thermore, failure to
comply with the court or-
dered support could result
in criminal and civil penal-
ties against the Soldier by
both the military and the
local enforcement offi-
cials.  If there is not a court
order, a written agreement
between the Soldier and
the spouse or dependent
will determine the amount
of support payments.  In
most cases, if there is no
court order or agreement,
Soldiers are required to
pay at an amount equal to
the “BAH-with” for their
rank, exclusive of locale
pay.  

This is a general sum-
mary of the requirements
of AR 608-99, there are
several exceptions for dif-
ferent circumstances.
Most legal assistance at-
torneys are experts in
these matters and can an-
swer questions you may
have.  If you find yourself
in the situation that you
are uncertain how much
family support you are re-
quired to provide, make an
appointment to see a legal
assistance attorney at your
nearest JAG office.  

‘Dependents’
Meeting family obligations required

of all Soldiers on active duty
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By DANA ELISE SMITH
Camp Shelby Public Affairs

Capt. George W. Neville
has been serving as the chief
of the Legal Assistance Of-
fice at Camp Shelby Joint
Forces Training Center for
the past two months.  His job
is to provide legal services
to mobilizing and demobi-
lizing Soldiers, local active
military members, depend-
ents and retirees.

“If I can relieve any bur-
den from their shoulders so
they can focus on their mis-
sion abroad, then I believe
that I have been of service,”
he said.

He previously served as a
Legal Assistance officer in
the JAG office here from
2005 to 2007.

He is a native of Brandon
and a member of the Jackson
Team, 2nd Legal Support

Organization. He served in
the U.S. Army Reserve for
20 years as an enlisted Sol-
dier and rose to the rank of
Master Sergeant. He ac-
cepted a direct commission

into the JAG Corps in March
2001.

As a civilian, and when he
is not mobilized, he serves
as an attorney with the Mis-
sissippi Attorney General’s
where he has served about
20 years. There he provides
supervision and coordina-
tion on large, complex and
high value cases that are
filed on behalf of the state.

Neville is proud his father
served in the Army in the
European Theater of World
War II.  Following the war,
his father joined the U.S.
Army Reserve in field ar-
tillery and later the JAG
Corps. He retired with the
rank of Lieutenant Colonel.

“His legacy and spirit in-

stilled in me the desire to
also serve our country,” he
said.

Neville graduated from
Meridian High School in
1975. He attended Meridian
Community College and
graduated from the Univer-
sity of South Alabama in
1980 with a Bachelor of Arts
degree.  He received a Juris
Doctorate from the Univer-
sity of Mississippi School of
Law.

He attends St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church in Jack-
son.

He has one daughter,
Joyce, 20, who is studying
psychology and Chinese at
Southern Methodist Univer-
sity in Dallas.

Neville is chief of Legal Assistance
GI Bill transfer

The Chapter 33 Post 9/11
GI Bill provides for a trans-
fer of education benefits to
Family members. Family
members must be in
DEERS and eligible Sol-
diers must make the transfer
prior to retirement.  Failure
to transfer before retirement
will terminate the capability
to make the transfer.   

Internet opps
Camp Shelby has an In-

ternet Café located on 26th
Street bldg 2614 and the
hours of operations are
Monday- Friday 8 a. m. to
10 p.m. and Saturday and
Sunday 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.
which is free to the Soldiers.                                                                           

ASVAB practice
Practice GT exams are

available at the education
center. Appointment re-

quired. The GT score is one
of the most important line
scores computed from a
Soldier’s results on the
ASVAB. For more informa-
tion, contact Mr. Junkins ,
john.junkins1@us.army.mil 

Poster Ideas
If you have an idea for a

new suicide prevention
poster or video, please put
your idea on paper and send
it to us or either drop by and
present it to us. Contact Lt.
Col. Constance Essex at
(601) 558-2538.

Deploy. stories
Cmd. Sgt. Maj. (Retired)

Ray Cordell is now working
for Lifetime network and he
is looking for locations to
film the next season of their
Homecomings series.

If you have Soldiers re-
turning from deployment
and want to get in on this
opportunity to tell your
Army stories, please contact
Ray at ray.cordell@y-
mail.com or 916- 409-5076.

Vermont native Daniel Langlois promoted
By DANA ELISE SMITH

Camp Shelby Public Affairs

Sgt. 1st class Daniel Langlois was
promoted to his current rank at
Range Control at Camp Shelby
Joint Forces Training Center on Feb
21.  

He is a native of Swanton, Vt.,
and is currently serving at Range
Control Operations under the Direc-
torate of Plans, Training, Mobiliza-

tion and Security. 
Langlois has a total of 13 years of

service in the Vermont National
Guard. He has been mobilized for
various missions since 2001.  He
deployed to Iraq from 2005 to 2006
with the 1st Squadron, 172nd Cav-

alry Regiment, 86th Infantry
Brigade Combat Team, Vermont
National Guard. After that, he mo-
bilized at CSJFTC. He deployed to
Afghanistan in 2010 with the 3rd
Battalion, 172nd Infantry Regi-
ment, 86th Infantry Brigade Com-
bat Team, Vermont National Guard.
He returned to CSJFTC after his de-
ployment where he is now serving
his fifth year.

Upon his promotion, he gave
other Soldiers advice.

“You have to know how to do
your job and do it right. If you
don’t, no one would put you in
charge of other Soldiers,” he said.

In his spare time, he likes exercis-
ing at the gym, playing golf and rid-
ing motorcycles. When he visits his
home in Vermont, he enjoys snow-
boarding.

Soldier
Continued from Page 2
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